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PREFACE

India is the birth place of organized religious life in the world.
It encouraged thousands of men and women to dedicate their lives in
celibacy and poverty to be models and object lessons of true religious
commitment. In Christianity too India must have led the way in the
dedicated life of monks and nuns. This book titled The Religious
Congregations of India responds to a felt need to have ready reference to
provide basic information on the origin, ideals, history and present
statistics of the different Catholic religious families of men and
women belonging to different rites working in India.

This is a welcome source of information for young men and
women who are seriously thgnking about their vocation in life and
feel attracted to a life of committed service in religious life. It also
helps the Counsellors of Youth since it enables them to direct young
people to make the right choice in selecting the religious family that
suits best their talents and aspirations.

The introductory essays give a basic view of religious life.
Articles about each religious Congregation written mostly by a repres-
entative of the Congregation itself present the religious families, the
values they stand for, their activities and future hopes and expect-
ations in the best possible light. The 140 religious Congregations listed
and their more than seventy thousand members that have dedicated lives
for the service of the people bear testimony to the vitality of the
Church in India, The statistics and even the listings of the Congreg-
ations, especially the diocesan ones can never be exhaustive, especially
new religious families and houses constantly come up and ever more
members enter religious life as a few pass on to their eternal reward.
Hence this hand book about the religious families has to be regularly
updated. In spite of this intrinsic limitation of the project this
attempt to bring out a hand book of all the religious families is a
very laudable one. It is in the interest of the religious Congregations
themselves to attract more and better members to get themselves
listed in this book and in its subsequent editions.

I am sure this is a praiseworthy attempt, extremely laborous as
it is, and I am confident it will meet with an enthusiastic welcome.

Fr. John B. Chethimattam C. M. I.

€%



711}198"’1‘:' it
e CRE e AR

i) HaL

o -'7;11_;
Henf ading

: eien
RATAABTIERY . )
WH:).A,"_T_T#CT-’J L AR
?'..J_fffg_,‘ti PN S R

i Eg S b

RS AR RIS ) i PSR
LR A Sata Bleed . kel e T ans M
prieiy ool Ro TN ael L bty

',': gz h B Sy »
aaeed Panil s

¢ _,!_"; | e 7‘...

)

DU A 0y

AL DURE ATV
R 230 PRIBIR
goad MEEal hdagil

b ‘L - y b ”s o 1 ] ¢
pokia s 2 AT R L B U S e
o Hewr 31 s iinares ™ g i1

M2

s T i ¢

[t




Introduction

‘The Religious Congregation of India’ is meeting a long awaited need in giving the
religious Congregation of India their rightful place in the mainstream of the life of the
Church in India. An attempt is made in the present work to bring in, for that matter, all
the religious congregations of this country and present an account of their history, growth,
and the present apostolate in a very lucid yet informative manner,

The book is primarily intended as reference material for vocational purposes as well
as for information in general on the religious congregations of India. Vocation promoters,
youth counsillors, parish priests, priests and sisters in general will find the book as a
ready reference material. An attempt is made to document information through creative
writing. The book is therefore characteristic in its texture; it is both documentative as
well as creative, and their makes the work pleasant to read.

As document of information on religious congregations in India the material provides
ever to the origin, development, nature, apostolate, present status and strength of each
religious community in the country. As creative writing that makes interesting reading the
book is a single running commentary on the magnificant and manifold ways in which the
hundreds of religious congregations through their thousands of zealous members and
missionaries are carrying out in the church of India their contéemplative and missionary
apostolate. The account is not narrated by any one zealot but is heard through the pens
of several dedicated members. This fact makes the present work all the more beautiful and
important. Each congregation has its own way of narrating the story of its participation
in the Apostolate of the Church. Each congregation has revealed its enthusiasm in going
beyond the factual presentation of facts and figures.

The book has become in a way the voice of the missionary Church in India that
gives expression to the deep-seated aspirations to bring Christ to the millions in the
country and to bear witness to Him through a life of total commitment. It is the voice of
the missionary church calling out to its members to stop for a while and listen to the far
cry of his co-workers in the field. It is the voice calling out to the youth in the country
to ensure the choice of their vocation and of the congregation which they might wish to
join. The book intends to amplify the feeble voice of many a congregation that may not
on its own make itself heard.

Finally, a word on the texture of the book. Three catagories of congregations
find place in thefjbook: 1. With entries in English, 2. With entries in Malayalam and
3. With addresses only. The first section of the book contains the matter in English, the
second the matter in Malayalam and the third section contains addresses of congregations
whose matter has not been made available. The reader’s attention may be directed to the
way the ‘content’ is arranged. The names of congregations are arranged in the alphabetical
order. The order falls not on the first letter of the congregation but on the first letter
of the “patron” or name on whose basis congregations are usually classified: Capuchines,
‘Carmelites, Sisters of Charity,, Clarists and so on. The essay. 7The Religious in India traces
the beginning, the history ana the development of the Religious Life of the Church in
its multidimensional perspectives. The following couple of essays introduce Blessed Chavara
Kuriakose Elias and Blessed Sister Alphonsa. An attempt is made to make the book as
exhaustive as possible for the purpose for which it is intended.

Editors
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THE RELIGIOUS

The Spirit of God has always been the abiding
principle in the Church. It guides and inspires
the People of God to the Lord of creation. There
have been spiritual guides in this earthly pilgri-
mage God’s spirit continues to evoke new spiritual
movements among His people. This process of
spiritual movements can be observed from the
beginning of the Church. We do come across holy
men with profound insight and inspiration sharing
their spiritual experiences with others. They try
to follow the gospel message and attempt to build
up ideal christian communities. These communities
are approved and encouraged by the Church and
they function as sources of spiritual renewal in
the Church. The founders of the religious orders
have been playing this role down through the
centuries. i

The Church is the basic reality which is a
community of those who are called by God
through His Son Jesus Christ. Among them a few
are called to follow religious life. The Church is
the Body of Christ and there is no greater intimacy
with God than becoming a part of the Body of
the Son of God. The religious vows are for a
greater commitment to this ecclesial vocation.
The history of the Church makes us aware of this
truth. God acts among His people. The different
charisms showered on His people are for mutual
edification and encouragement. Any attempt to
isolate religious life from the ecclesial life will be
disastrous. Religious life can never be viewed as
a way of life cut off from the main stream of
ecclesial life.

As we examine the origin and growth of
religious life we can observe an evolution in its
nature. For example, in the early Church there
were hermits and anchorites. Hermits lived in the
. -deserts. The anchorites led a solitary life. The
needs of the society and the Church demanded
different kinds of Christian witness which reveal
the multidimensional aspects of Christian spiritu-
ality. The various religious orders reveal a rich

diversity of charisms centred on the mystery of
Christ. :

IN THE CHURCH

The role of the religious in the life of the
Church is unique. We cannot imagin a Church
without the key role played by them in the field
of evangelization, education, social and charitable
services etc. All these activities are done in the
ecclesial context. It is an attempt to present
Jesus Christ relevantly to the people of today.

Early Monasticism

Withdrawal from the world and solitary manner
of life characterized early monasticism. People
desirous to realize their ascetic ideals withdrew
from the company of men into solitary places.
Paul of Thebes (+347) and St. Antony the Great
(251-356) are the Fathers of early monasticism.
St. Athanasius a great admirer of St. Antony
presented to the Church a trustworthy life history
of St. Antony. Egypt became the nursery of early
monasticism. Eremitical life gradually gave way
to a pattern of common life. St. Antony at a
later stage allowed his disciples to put up cells
near his hermitage.

The introduction of community life is closely
linked with St. Pachomius. At Thebaid in upper
Egypt he started a monastery which was a group
of cells surrounded by a wall. It was under a
common superior and certain common norms
regulated their lives. It was the beginning of the
community life among monks which paved the
way for the future religious communties. Monasti-
cism rapidly spread in the East. It was from the
East it diffused to the West. Monasteries were
founded also for women. Pachomius’ sister Mary
was the superior or abbess of the community for
women.

Even in the 4th century there were monks

' and hermits in the vicinity of Edessa. St. Basil

the Great (+379), archbishop of Caesarea stressed
the contemplative ideal and the importance of the
community life. Though Basil did not found any
monastery he is considered a great Father of
Eastern monasticism for having clarified the
iassential link between ecclesial life and religious
ife.



St. Benedict of Nursia (480-547) is often called
the ‘Patriarch of Western monasticism. Prayer and
work are organically united by St. Benedict. The
Benedictine rule remains the basis of western
monasticism. St. Benedict drew inspiration from
Eastern monasticism drawing insights from St.
Antony, St. Pachomius, St. Basil and others. The
Benedictine monks can be called the protectors
and promotors of western theology and civili-
zation. The monastery of Monte Cassino in southern
Italy became the centre of Benedictine Order.
St. Benedict’s sister Scholastica was the abbess
of the convent of nuns.

Though monasticism was held in high esteem
there were cases of deviationsamong monks. Hence,
provincial and ecumenical councils began to enforce
regulations regarding monastic life. The Council of
Chalcedon in 451 pointed out the need for
religious communities to be under each local
bishop.

Medieval Period

=

From the 10th century we can observe another
wave of monasticism. There were various attempts
for the renewal of the Church. The tragic situation
of the Church in the West was the background of
this monastic movement. The Church was facing a
crisis spiritually and organizationally. Caesaro—
Papism and its evil consequences reduced the
Church into a tool of the rulers. Hierarchical
leadership which became a part of the feudalistic
structure of Western Europe could not rise above
the standard of the time. This period which is
generally known as the dark age of the Church
produced religious orders which could become
sources of renewal and spiritual vitality. Religious
zeal, intense fervour, simplicity of life, desire to
return to the genuine sources etc. characterized
the religious renewal,

Diocesan priests began to live together forming
a kind of community attached to the cathedral.
New religious orders like Norbertines, Carthusians,
Cistercians have their origin during this period.
Norbertines engaged in missionary and parochial
works, Carthusians lived in solitude, silence,
mortification and contemplative life. The Cistercians
followed a life of simplicity, poverty and liturgical
life. Manual labour in the field was an important
cistercian characteristic. Cistercian agricultural
practices contributed significantly to the European
civilization.

12th and 13th centuries witnessed another
movement of renewal under the leadership of
Mendicant Monks. St. Francis (1182-1226) of Assisi
is the most appealing religious personality of the
medieval Europe. His detachment from the world,
intensity of love for God and man, voluntary
poverty and life of prayer made him a genuine
follower of Christ with heroic ideals. Under St.
Francis’ direction St. Clara founded the Second
Order for women, Francis organized a Third Order.
St. Dominic (1170-1221), a contemporary of St.

2

Francis was the founder of the Friars Preachers
known as Dominicans. Ignorance of both clergy
and laity concerning the doctrines of the Church
arrested his attention. These preachers were trained
to instruct them. Franciscans and Dominicns
engaged in missionary activity in the remote
were regions of Asia and Africa.

Modern Period

16th century was indeed a period of crisis for
the Church. The Protestant revolt and the sub-
sequent disastrous divisions in Europe the threat
of Islamic invasion, administrative anarchy and
the subsequent spiritual decline was the back-
ground for another wave of religious reformers.
Some of the old religious Orders were renewed and
new ones were founded. Reform and reinvigoration
of the Religious Orders is an essential part of
catholic reform. The renaissance required a new
type of clergy and religious qualified to face the
challenges of that time. Reforms of the Carmelites
in Spain under the guidance of Teresa of Avila
and John of the Cross and the Franciscans in
Italy under Matteo de Basceo known as Capuchin
reform are well known with lasting results. The
reform ideas of St. Teresa and John of the Cross,
became classics on mystical prayer. Though the
Observants were the reformed group among the
Franciscans compared to the Conventuals, many
among them wanted to revive the original spirit
which resulted in the formation of the Capuchins.
The pointed hood (Capuccio) distinguished the
Capuchins from the other Franciscans. They became
very popular among the neglected people of Italy.
New Religious Orders. like Theatines founded by
Caraffa and St. Cajetan, and the Somaschi by St.
Jerome Emilian and Sarnabites by Antonio Maria
Zaccaria belong to this period. They were apostles
among the down trodden and the neglected. St.
Philip Neri is the founder of the Oratorians (1575).
They lived in a community. The bishop is the
immediate superior of each Oratorian congregation.
They have no superior general. This system was
very helpful for the renewal of the dioceses under
the guidance of the local bishops. Oratorians were
a source of inspiration and renewal for the clergy.

The Society of Jesus founded by St. Ignatius
of Loyola is indeed another religious foundation
which has rendered yeomen services for the
renewal of the Church. Spiritual renewal and
general reform of the Church were their motto.
The first group of seven members made their
vows on the 15th of August 1534. The constitution
was adopted in 1550. The society is monarchical
in organization. At the top is a general aided by
four assistant elected within each province is
headed by a provincial appointed by the general.
They undertook missionary activities, involved
themselves in the field of clerical training and

education and became a very powerful spiritual
force in the Church.

In the following century great men like St.
Francis de Sales and St. Vincent de Paul continued



the path of religious renewal. They opened new
horizons of self effacing service to the missions of
their time. The congregations of the Missions (1624)
and the society of the Daughters of Charity (1633)
were founded by St. Vincent. Clerical formation
and spiritual renewal were the main activities of
the congregation of the missions while the Daugh-
ters of Charity worked in hospital and schools.

Different kinds of religious orders were foun-
ded after the 17th century. They were so many.
Most of those men and women were pioneers in
the field of missions and deeply involved them-
selves into the spiritual and intellectual reform.
The religious have established themselves in the
different mission centres including the remotest
villages. Their self effacing service liberates the
people from their bondage and enriches them with
the message of the Word of God.

The Redemptorist Order founded (1732) by
St. Alphonse de Liguori and the Regular Clerics
of the Holy Cross and Passion popularly known
as Passionists, were important additions to the
religious life of the 18th century. The Salesians
founded by St. Don Bosco, the Missionaries of
Our Lady of Africa better known as ‘White
Fathers’ and the congregation for the women as
‘White Sisters” founded by Cardinal Lavigerie,
The Society of the Divine Word founded (1875)
by Arnold Janssen, the Mill Hill Soeciety founded
by Cardinal Vaughan in 1866, the Maryknoll
Missionary Society founded in 1912 by Father
Price and Father Walsh are involved in the
missionary activities of the Church.

The Religious of the Oriental Churches in India

India which is known from very ancient times
as a fertile land for saints and sages was not
behind at least in the recent centuries in founding
new religious Orders. The Carmelites of Mary
Immaculate known as CMI, the Missionary Congre-
gation of the Blessed Sacrament known as MCBS,

Paurastya Vidyapitham
Pont. Oriental Institute
Kottayam 686 010
February 8,1983

the Vincentian Congregation known as VC, the
Congregation of St. Terese of Lisieux known as
CST are religious Congregations of men of the
Syro-Malabar Church. The St. Thomas Missionary
Society (MST) was started in 1968 to undertake
missionary activities following faithfully the eastern
traditions. Mar Ivanios founded the Order of the
Imitation of Christ known as OIC and Congregation
of the Sisters of Imitation of Christ known as
SIC in Syro—Malankara Church.

There are many religious congregations for
women started during the last few centuries.
They are so numerous which we find it difficult
to enumerate here. It is a fact that the religious
congregations of women are the pioneers in various
fields of the activities of the Church and they
open up new fields for the others. The presence of
the Church among the poor and down trodden
cannot be conceived of without the service of these
religious congregations of women. Their silent and
self-effacing service is the eloquent testimony
of the gospel among the people.

Conclusion

In short all through the centuries we come
across men and women burning with the zeal of
the gospel offering themselves to the service of the
church and their fellow men. Their life of faith
and genuine charity have been sources of inspira-
tion for millions of people all over the world.
They can be called prophets of their time. They
announced the gospel and denounced the evil
through their word and witness. These dedicated
men and women faithfully follow the foot steps
of Jesus and continue to inspire others. As in the
case of the church itself these religious orders
too have to be constantly renewed. Reform and
renewal have to become an essential element in
religious life. God’s reign demands it. The prophetic
role of the religious is always in view of the
eschatological reign of God.

Xavier Koodapuzha
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Sisters of the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Foundation

Bishop Thomas Kurialacherry had a burning
love and devotion to Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. This devotion led him to the founding of a
new religious congregation of women set apart
primarily for the adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. The real beginning was on Dec. 8, 1908
when the first six candidates were admitted to
Postulancy by Fr. Thomas Kurialacherry at Eda-
thua where he was Vicar of the Parish. The very

The Founder.

first residence was the cowshed of the saintly
Puthenparampil Thomachen, known as Kerala Assi-
ssi. Two days later they moved to Champakulam,
which became our mother house. In 1911 Fr. Tho-
mas Kurialacherry became Bishop and the congre-
gation grew under his guidance and protection.
The congregation aims at active contemplation for
its members who gather spiritual strength from
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and work in
the field of education, care of the sick and desti-
tute “etel

Activities

: The most vital activity of the congregation is
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Adoration is
done in various durations as time and circum-
stances permit. In Changanacherry, the mother
province there is perpetual adoration in the chapel
at Vattappally; ie. adoration is conducted day and
night. At the generalate, at all the provincialates
and at Vazhappally the first perpetual adoration
chapel, adoration is conducted all the days of the

week and in some nights especially Thursday nights.
13 hours’ adoration is frequently conducted in all
the houses. The sisters’ daily time-table provides
for the fostering of the spirit of prayer along
with activity. In addition to this, the pastoral
activities in the parish are helped by our sisters
during the week — ends.

Growth of the Congregation

At present the congregation has 2785 professed
sisters, 257 novices and 158 postulants living in
23 houses in seven provinces. We have 3 houses
in Rome, 5 in Germany, 2 in Australia and one
each in Africa and Sicily. Our congregation
which developed as independent units was unified
under a superior general in 1963 and the generalate—
cenacle was established at Alwaye. The congre-

gation was given pontifical status in 1968. At
present we have seven provinces and four
mission regions.

Mission

There are 36 mission convents in the various
states of India. The provinces have responded to
the call of the mission dioceses and have been
very generous in lending the services of the
sisters. At present we have mission convents in
T. Nadu, Andhra, Karnataka, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Orissa, W. Bengal, Nagaland, Manipur,

Away in the Mission field.



Punjab and Utter Pradesh. The mission field is a
vast one and labourers are few compared to the
enormous needs. Perhaps the most important
service needed in the missions is education. Only
education can bring change in the lives of millions
still guided by superstitions and all kinds of social
evils like child marriage, polygamy, bonded labour
and almost slavish existence. Our sisters teach in
schools, conduct dispensaries, vocational training
centres, manage hostels, orphanages, old people’s
homes etc, in addition to catechesis. We need
more labourers to work in the mission. The possi-
bility of growth in this direction is very large.
The spirit of adventure and dedication of our
young sisters working in the missions is an im-
portant resource of the congregation. We need to
open more and more missions in the various
Indian States to make the dream of democracy
come true to millions of our poverty-stricken,
illiterate brothers and sisters. Hearty welcome to
those who are interested to serve the Lord as an
adoration sister.

Alone with the alone.

Teaching our main apostolate.

10 To heal the sick.

The Orientation of the Community:

Bishop Kurialacherry wanted the adoration
congregation to be a new source of inspiration to
the Kerala Christian church. He wanted a congre-
gation of sisters who would adore Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament day and night and draw others
to Our Lord in ‘the Eucharist through a true
fellowship, sharing inlove, in joy and in unity. He
wanted our congregation to be a Eucharistic
congregation in imitation of the first Christian
Community’

Superior General
Adoration Gene1alate

Cenacle, Alwaye
Kerala Pin. 683 102



Adorers of the Blood of Christ

The congregation of Adorers of the Blood
of Christ came into existence through the life and
ministry of Maria De Mattias, its foundress. Born
and baptized at Vallecorsa, Italy, on Feb. 4, 1805,
Maria grew up in a Christian family where she
learned the first lessons of love for Christ. In her
teens she became aware of a call to follow Christ
more intimately by surrendering herself to the
Lord in adoring love. Gradually she recognized
that it was God’s will that she founded a new
congregation of apostolic religions women who
would be called Adorers of the Divine Blood of
Jesus Christ. Their spirit would be “all charity”,
and their mission would be to collaborate with
Christ’s redeeming work through apostolic service
especially among the poor and needy. ]

Maria De Mattias responded to God’s call
when, at the invitation of a bishop, on March 4,
1834, she opened a school for girls in the mountain
town of Acuto, southeast of Rome. As companions
joined her, the foundress responded to requests
for her sisters in other places. Altogether Maria
made nearly seventy foundations throughout Italy
where the sisters taught girls, evangelized children
and adults, provided retreats and other spiritual
help for women, and directed lay associations.

Maria De Mattias grew in profound union
with the Lord through a life of adoration that
impelled her to apostolic service, and enabled her
to accept with joy the crosses that were so
constant in her life. With great charity, she spent
herself in organizing the growing congregation for
the service of the Church, in guiding the sisters
toward holiness, in forming new members, and in
direct ministry among God’s people. After a long
and painful illness, Maria died in Rome on August
20, 1866. She was beatified by Pope Pius XII on
October 1, 1950. The cause for her canonization
is in progress.

Since its foundation in 1834, the congregation
of the Adorers of the Blood of Christ came to be
established in many parts of the world. It is
organized in eleven provinces and a delegation,
with the international general administration in
Rome. Adorers today are present and active on
all continents, in nineteen different nations. In
addition to the centers in Europe and in the
Americas, some of our 2,500 Adorers are present
and active in Australia, Africa (Tanzania, Liberia,
,-Guinea Bissau), Argentina, Bolivia, Korea and
India.

The sisters’ ministries are highly diversified
in order to respond to the needs of the people
and the giftedness of the sisters. Among our
ministries are: teaching at all levels; health care
in hospitals, clinics and dispensaries; giving retre-
ats and other spiritual help; homes for the aged

and the abandoned; hospital and prison chaplaincy;
domestic service; religious education on the per-
sonal, parish and diocesan levels; social work.

The faith-vision which inspires Adorers is
God’s infinite love for all people manifested in
His Son Jesus Christ who offered his life-blood
for the salvation of all people of all time. The
ideal of the Adorer is to be united with Jesus in
his adoring love of the Father and in his redeeming
love of people. All of life is to be seen in the
perspective of God’s infinite love under the sign
of the Precious Blood of Jesus.

Significant ior us in a special way is the
initiative of the Italian province of Florence in
developing a foundation in India. Beginning in
1970 eight young women from Kerala accepted
the invitation of the provincial, Sr. Bruna Ziotti,
to begin in Italy their religious and professional
formation as members of the congregation. Prepared
for service as nurses, teachers or social workers,
all eight sisters returned to India by 1978 to
form the nucleus of the congregation here.

The effort at forming community, the search
for a central permanent home and formation
house involved the usual trials and tribulations
of the beginnings of a good work, marked by the
sign of God’s blessing: the cross. By 1981 a small
home near the village of Arekere, seven kilometers
from Bangalore, was ready for occupancy. In the
succeeding years, facilities have been constructed
for a dispensary, a nursery and an embroidery
school. A second community has been begun in
Tarikere, diocese of Chikamangalore, where the
sisters, besides directing a nursery school and
dispensary collaborate in pastoral and social work.
Further expansion into other States is being
planned.

As members of the province of Florence in
Italy, Adorers in India are in close communication
with the province whose constant interest, prayer
and help sustains us and encourages us. We have
had the opportunity to take part in international
meetings of the congregation held in Rome and
in the United States of America. This helps us
to have a thoroughly universal outlook.

A formation program with a novitiate was
begun at Aradhana in 1980. At present, 22 young
women are in various phases of formation:

' aspirancy, postulancy, first and second year novi-

tiate, juniorate. Young women interested in
collaborating with Jesus as Adorers of the Blood
of Christ are invited to write to:

Vocation Directress
Aradhana, Hulimavu P. O.
Bannerghatta Road
Bangalore 560076
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SISTERS OF ST. ANNE, BANGALORE (D. R.)

‘Live a life of love and breathe a breath of
service’.

They began in Bangalore — the ‘serving sisters’
who went to the poor beyond their convent walls.
They were the sisters of St. Anme, founded in
1857 by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Stephan Louis Charbonnaux
of the foreign French:. Mission, the first Vicar
Apostolic of Mysore. In 1864, the first of their
number came to Mysore to extend their services.

In the earlier days of the Congregation the
sisters took to teaching and catechising Indian
children in schools, parish schools and orphanages
as their main apostolate. In addition to teaching
they tended the sick and the ailing and cared for
the well-being of: these around. From 1857 to
1959 the Sister of St. Anne were under the for-
mation of the Bangalore Province of the Religious
of the Good Shepherd, Angers, France. In 1939
the congregation received its autonomy and thus
was canonically erected under their reformer Late
Archbishop Thomas Pothacamury, a man of in-
domitable courage and foresight.

The congregation’s mother house was esta-
blished at Miller Road, Bangalore. And Mother
Mary of the Divine Heart RGS was appointed as
the Superior Delegate of the Archbishop from
1959 to 1970.

In 1971, Rev. Mother Presentation was elected
as the first Superior General. She in her loving
graciousness and dynamism served and built up
the congregation for 12 years enjoying the un-
stincted support and whole-hearted co-operation
of her able assistant late Rev. Mother Barbara

Hospital ministory

(R. I. P), the Congregation has made a steady
growth and rapid progress.

The Congregation had only half-a-dozen branch
houses with nearly 90 sisters when they left the
Good Shepherd Convent. After 1959, they started
spreading out with 25 foundations in Karnataka
and 19 outside it, and one at Indiana- U. S. A;
with 375 sisters who can be found teaching, nur-
sing and providing shelter just as their predeces-
sors did.

Today, however, sisters of St. Anne along
with their traditional work of teaching and nur-
sing, are also at work in Parish Associations, with
the youth and in a wvariety of other professions
that enable them to make Christ present to others.

The Generalate
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The Novitiate

Like her forebearers, loday’s Sister of St. Anne:
is a person of Faith, a woman of the Church. She
has chosen her vocation in response to a sense of
call from Christ and in the behalf that this form
of Christian life will best help her to be a woman
fully alivel!

- She responds to Christ’s call of love and
service.

— Meets the challenge of dispelling the dark-
ness of illiteracy, ill health, and injustices
through education.

- Radiates the joy of the gospel values throu-
gh prayer and contemplation.

- Lives a full community life with those who
share the same vision and vocation.

— Works with faith to spread the message of
love, joy and peace through action.

— Is dedicated to liberating the less-privileged
both im Urban and rural India.

— Is fully convinced that only the love of
Jesus Christ and His message could bring
peace and joy to all.

— Strives everyday to be the joyful witness
to the Christian values of faith, hope and
love.

— Is not afraid to meet any challenge because
Jesus Christ who called them by name, will
strengthen them, to be worthy instruments
of His will.

— Thus inserts her life of prayer, service and
community into the contemporary world
and work for the building up of the body
of Christ.

Wherever she is, whatever she is doing, a
sister of St. Anne listens. She listens a new to her
original call and choice of a life vowed in simpli-
city, celibacy and obedience. She listens for new
tones in the ageless gospel message. She listens
to the Anne’s tradition of service and to the
needs of contemporary people. And from this
listening, she forms her life.

To live a life of love and breathe a breath of
service to God and man is the ultimate goal of
every member of the Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Anne, Bangalore.

Their Apostolate:

Education, hospital ministry, integrated rural
development, non-formal education, women’s up-
liftment, self-employment schemes, vocational and
technical training, dietitians, catechists, parish
work, youth co-ordinators, etc.

Their foundations in India:
Houses in Karnataka
Archdiocese of Bangalore:
Bangalore Dislrict

Miller Road
Generalate
Shanthinagar
Ramamurthynagar
Thambuchettypalaya
Formation House
Marianapalaya
Doresanipalaya
Tharbanahalli
Silvepura
Hesserghatta
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Channapatna Diocese of Cuddapah
Victoria Govt. Hospital

St. Patricks Orphanage Mydukur

Chitradurga District Chilamakur
Hiriyur Orissa

Kolar Dislrict Diocese of Balasore
Kolar Town ipadz
Mulbagal e
Gokunte Diocese of Berhampur

Tumkur District Bhawanipatna
Sira Gumuda

Semiliguda

Diocese of Mysore:
Mohana
Mysore District
Diocese of Sambalpur
Mysore Town
Pushpagiri Titlagarh

Voeational Training

Mandya Distriet Madhya Pradesh
Palahalli Diocese of Raipur
Malavalli :

Maddur Bangari
Cherikheri

Diocese of Belgaum: Sankra

Bijapur Dislrict Kerala
Bagalkot Diocese of Ernakulam

Andhra Pradesh Thannipuzha

: Koovapady

Diocese of Kurnool Ponnarimangalam
Cementnagar Tamil Nadu

Diocese of Nalgonda Diocese of Madras
Rayapuram Tambaram

14



Vocational Training

Maharastra GENERAL CURIA: :
Diocese of Chanda Superior General :  Mother Margaret Mary SAB
Warora General Councillors : Mother Presentation SAB
U. S. A: Sr. Bernadette SAB
Indiana Sr. Beatrice SAB
The Institutions run by them: Sr. Clotilde SAB
Sontor Collegs g Procurator General : Sr. Valerian SAB
High Schools 16 Secretary General :  Sr. Alphonse ‘SAB
bl ey iy e Formation Personnel:
g;lsr;:;iszsries %Z Directress of Juniors Sr. Sacre Coeur SAB
Old and Destitute Directress of Novices Sr. Rosaline SAB
;ﬁrﬁfg’r ahd ‘ohild Health - Directress of Postulants : Sr. Treasa Antony SAB
programimes 13 &
Grihini Schools 2

Institute for the physcially

handicapped—cum-workshop 1
Vocational training centres 5 GENERALATE
Adult literacy centres 7 z

St. Anne’s Generalate

Under Formation: 2, Miller Road,

aviced 44 Vasanthanagar. P. O.
Postulants 35 Bangalore-560 052
Aspirants dew o223 Karnataka

Sr. Shobana SAB

NOVITIATE

St. Anne’s Novitiate
Thambuchettipalaya
Krishnarajapuram P. O.
Bangalore-560 036
Karnataka.
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SISTERS OF ST. ANNE OF TIRUCHIRAPALLI

HISTORY

The history of the Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Anne of Tiruchirapalli goes back to the
latter half of the ninteenth century. The society
then had been badly affected by many social evils
like superstitions, ignorance, child-marriage, ete.
‘Women, especially widows were treated like slaves.
They had to live in joint families where they
were exposed to many dangers. The good Lord
worked upon this social situation at the right
time. He inspired a woman, who came to the
rescue of widows and the lower strata of the
society. :

She came out of her house boldly, went about
begging, to give some succor to the poor in the
hospital. She brought the children together to
instruct them. -

She went even to a little church of the so
called Sakkiliar, a group of people looked down
upon by the society, to attend their prayers,
bringing others along with her. Before long, the
whole quarter of the town followed her example
and took on a more christian character. In spite
of the success in her service to the poor and the
oppressed, the good widow thought of nothing
else but the convent and a convent for widows.
She took pleasure in forming and directing some
other good widows for this purpose.

One day, urged on by grace above the ordi-
nary, she came to ask her pastor, to permit her
and three or four other widows, to form them-
selves into a community. The pastor explained to
her the difficulty of meeting the expenses of a
new foundation in a mission, where His Lordship
had to create everything, and where everything
had still to be done. She promised to ask for
nothing, and she took it upon her to find, by hard
labour, the means to feed her community.

So, she was given a body of rules, was appo-
inted superior and given a small mud abode. The
convent was thus established and managed by a
woman whom the good Lord seems to have for-
med and guided with the express purpose and at
the right time. On 2 February 1858 the convent
of the widows was founded at Tiruchirapalli,
Tamil Nadu, India under the patronage of St.
Anne and' Joachim.

On September 16, 1877, when the Marie Re-
paratrix left India, Msgr. Alexis Canoz, S. J., the
then Vicar Apostolic refounded the Congregation
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of St. Anne. On July 26, 1880 the feast of St.
Anne, the Institute was canonically erected as a
Diocesan Congregation. From 1923 onwards per-
mission was granted to admit non-widows into the
Congregation. The number of virgins who joined
the Congregation increased day by day. On Dece-
mber 17, 1977, Pope Paul VI raised the Congre-
gation to Pontifical status.

Now there are 766 professed sisters, 37 novices
66 postulants & 14 Aspirants. The sisters work in
18 dioceses of India and four of Italy.

FIELDS OF APOSTOLATE:

Creches for abandoned babies

Orphanages

Rehabilitation Centres for the physically handi-
capped and Mentally retarded.

Rescue Homes for unwed mothers

Vocational Training Centres (Tailoring, weav-
ing, drawing, type-writing, short-hand,
accountancy, house-keeping etc.)

Work centres; (Fishing—nets, works connected
with Keltron Television, Lace-making,
Hand-Loom, Power Loom, Candle-mak-
ing etc.)

Homes for the aged

Schools of all categories like
Nursery Schools
Primary Schools
Middle Schools
High & Higher Secondary Schools
Technical Institutes
Teacher Training Schools
College
Schools for mentally retarded children

and Dispensaries and Health Centres.

Qur sisters are also involved in direct evan-
gelisation, community development projects, Non-
formal and adult education programmes, Develop-
ment projects for the Hill-tribes ete.

The hands of Jesus are nailed to the Cross!
He needs you to be His hands!
“COME! FOLLOW ME"”

To live a simple life and to serve the poor!
with love and prayer

Contact: Sr. Angelica

St. Anne’s Generalate
Crawford
Tiruchirapalli — 620 012
Tamilnadu, India
Telephone: 24447



The Society of the Sisters of St. Ann

(LUZERN)

A religious Congregation founded in Switzerland in the beginning of the 20th centuary by Rector
Fr. Wilhelm Meyer to meet ‘the need of the time’, our Charism being ‘SERVE THE NEEDY IN
THE LOVE OF JESUS’, and thus to continue the WORKS OF MERCY AND COMPASSION OF JESUS
‘to the least ones’ in a spirit of active charity and cheerfulness.

TODAY’S HUMAN NEEDS CALL FOR A
GENEROUS RESPONSE FROM YOU TO DAY
ARE YOU WILLING? in today’s world ... in
cities, towns and villages ... to heal the sick ... to
enlighten the ignorant ...... to help the needy ...
and above all, to share GOD’S PEACE, JOY
and HOPE ... with those who have lost hope
... who live amidst conflicts and struggles.

Thus, to become ‘AN ANGEL of MERCY’
following THE WAY ... of MERCY and COMPA-
SSION of JESUS ... 1!! in hospitals, dispensaries,
orphanages schools and in other wvarious fields in
India and Switzerland for further information,
kindly contact:-

Vocation Promoter, St. Ann’s Society,
St. Ann’s Hospital,
Vijayawada — 520 002, Andhra Pradesh.
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Foundation

The Congregation of the Religious of the
Assumption was founded in Paris on April 30th
1839, by Anne-Eugenie Milleret. Born in Metz in
1817, Anne-Eugenie was beatified by Pope Paul VI
on February 9, 1975. She belonged to an ‘unbeliev-
ing’ family. She was converted at eighteen years
of age through the words of Lacordaire at the
Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris. The foundress,
at the age of twenty-two was a woman of bold
faith, open to the needs of her times, and oriented
towards the future. She dreamt of a profound
transformation of society by means of evangelical
ferment, and perceived the necessity of a new
kind of education for girls.

Charism

Consecrated to the extension of the kingdom
of God, the life of the religious of the Assumption
is both contemplative and active. The Contempla-
tive life is nourished by silence, prayer, the recita-
tion in choir of the divine office, and daily
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament exposed in all
the chapels of the Institute. The active life is full
and varied.

The Message ... Then and Today

The message of mother Marie Eugenie is as
new as the Gospel from which it draws its origi-
nality and prophetic vision. She looks at the
future with dynamic vision. Her horizons are
immense, open to the universal.

She seeks passionately all that is goodness,
beauty, truth and all in man that is of value. She
proclaims that “JESUS CHRIST BRINGS LIBERA-
TION THAT TRANSFORMS THE SOCIETY”.

In the present society, she sees, the values of
HAVING dominating the values of BEING; materia-
lism and alienation, stronger than the values of
the spirit of faith and commitment; ambition and
exploitation prevailing over service, sharing and
gratuitousness. She urges that all this be changed
through appropriate education.

-TO EDUCATE IS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD
-TO EDUCATE IS TO LIBERATE MAN
The aim of education is to weork at building
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" The Congregation of the Religious
of the Assumption
“The world too is small for my love. I would like fo make my love flow into

hearts that are weary, and I especially wish I could give this light and this love
which I experience lo those who have never known il.”’

Mari-Eugenie Milleret

a society where man can reach the stature that
God has willed for him, the free and sovereign
dimension which Christ has acquired for all. To
this work of liberation and salvation, Mother Marie
Eugenie wanted to consecrate her life and that
of her Congregation.

Today the Religious of the Assumption number
about 1,800 from 43 nationalities, living in 195
communities, planted in 30 countries, spread out
on 4 continents.

Field of Apostolate

We combine contemplation with education in
rather varied sectors, teaching, catechesis, main-
taining houses of prayer and retreates, theology
colleges, residence for youth, women’s organization
programmes, conscientization and literacy training
programmes, dispensaries of a renewed Church in
their own communities, mass media and communi-
cation, sharing the life of their brothers.

In India the sisters do the same educational,
developmental at pastoral activities in Kerala,
Bihar and Maharashtra.

With the Pigmies of the Cameroun, under the
tent with the Touaregs of Niger, in the ruins of
Managua, in the fevelas of Brazil, among the
peasants of Argentina, or among the refugees in
Thailand, in the university of Manila, Philippines
or in the Ecuminical centers of England, Every-
where the meaning of the Assumption presence
is the same, to unite everyome in one active-
contemplative love of God and men, to proclaim
Jesus Christ the one way to liberation, to
collaborate in the creation of the mew man who
will in his time be creator of the new society.

Training Period

Candidacy 3 — 6 months
Postulancy 1 - Year
Noviciate 2 — Years
Juniorate 2 — Years

For further details please contact.
Vocation Promoter,
Assumption Institute,
Arunapuram P. O,
Palai,
Kerala 686574



The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Augustine

The care of sick and needy fellow human
beings has always been a characteristic feature of
Christianity and it was practised from the early
times by individuals and later by groups and
organisations. Our congregation has its beginnings
in a development of this kind from the 12th cen-
tury onwards in the Cellitine Order whose mem-
bers bound themselves together in the Middle
Ages during a time of extreme sufferings, when a
plague, known as ‘‘black death” — went across
Europe, wiping out cities and villages. These
heroic people, men and women, lives for those
stricken, and often died with them. Later the
Cellitine Sisters, with ecclesiastical approval, ado-
pted the Rule of St. Augustine and the statutes
of the Cellites in 1454. _

In 1838, at a time when the Church an
religious orders were caught up in a process of
sacularisation, the City of Cologne proposed that
the two Cellitine Convents of the Antongasse and
Kupfergasse should provide nurses for the City’s
poor house known as the “Buergerhospital.”

On the 19th of November 1838 two sisters
each of these convents volunteered and took up
their work in the City Hospital of Cologne, quite
unaware of the fact that they were laying the
foundation stone of our Congregation. These four
young sisters, our immediate foundresses, where
motivated by the same love and mercy as their
ancesters of the Middle Ages when they started
our Congregation. It was a time when Cholera
went through the streets of Cologne in W. Ger-
many. Ever since, we consider it our privilage
to serve the suffering mankind.

From the very beginning our Congregation
has to overcome many difficulties owing to the
situation existing between the Church and state
in the Kulturkampf.

The apostolate was very much conditioned by
the needs of time. The sisters who were at first
active in municipal institutions in the sphere of
social welfare, undertook the care of children, the
sick and the youth, along with all the associated
works of administration and housekeeping. Relief
of the poor and care of the aged were among the
first tasks of this young community;and somewhere
the education—apostolate and care of young persons

and reconvalescents. It was not long before the
sisters were carrying out their task in institutions
of Church on their own.

‘Mere statistics cannot sufficiently explain
the amount of energy and idealism the members
of the community invested to make their christian
contribution to the social ‘‘changes’” of the 19th
and 20th centuries.

In times of great need their inner strength

Caring the sick and the needy
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In the field of education

always grew to meet the challanges. This was
shown during the two World Wars as well as dur-
ing the reign of National Socialism. Later through
an amalgamation the Congregation has become
part of the Federation of the Augustinian Order.

Responding to the call of Vatican II, our
Congregation accepted a mission task in India. As
Christians, we wish to contribute towards provid-
ing better living condition for the people of the
developing countries. In 1964, the first Indian
Candidates were accepted in our Congregation.
Today we are 54 professed sisters. There are 39
young people under formation, studying and pre-
paring themselves to become Augustinian Sisters.
The first group of sisters in India, made their
first commitment in 1981.

We are engaged in Medical work, not only in
Hospitals but also in Village-dispensaries and
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Mobile—clinics. In the field of Education we are
serving in Kindergarten, Primary schools, Middle
and High schools, especially among the Bhilala
youth. We have taken up School work with the
tribals in remote areas in Kerala, in the villages
of Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh and other
Missionary activities.

It is useless to speculate where the road will
ultimately lead us. Our aim is TO GIVE SHAPE
TO THE PRESENT HOUR. With this in mind,
together we strive to take up seriously the basic
mission which the Vatican 11 and Synods re-inter-
preted for our time and to fulfill our task to the
best of our ability. May God, through the inter-
cession of the Father of our Congregation, Saint
Augustine, and all those of our fellow sisters who

have already reached their goal, help us in our
endeavours.

Augustinian Sisters
Augustine Nivas
Hosur Road
Bangalore - 560 034



The Congregation of the Bethany
Sisters of the Little Flower

Six or seven years after establishing the St. Sebastian’s parish, its several schools,
and other Institutions Rev. Fr. Raymond Camillus Mascaren has recognised the need for a
Religious Congregation for young women. The then existing Congregations (generally of
foreign origin) were engaged in the educational apostolate and were mainly caring for the
needs of the upper and upper-middle classes so that a large segment of the population
particularly in the villages and the rural areas was deprived both of an education and reli-
gious instruction. Thus motivated with the evangelical urge “to have the Gospel preached
to the poor’” and to help them in other ways, after prayerful reflection, conceived the idea
of founding a religious congregation with the twofold aim of making religious life accessible
for many young women and to prepare apostles to carry the Good News of Christ Kingdom
to the poor and the “‘neglected to all parts of the country.

On July 16th 1921, a tiny seed of the Congregation was sown in the Parish with
four young Lady teachers forming the nucleus of the first Community of Bethany. Like the
mustard seed in the Gospel parable Bethany grew rapidly so that on July 28th, 1932 it was
granted the Decree of Canonical Establishment and became a Diocesan Congregation. In
1971 it was granted the Decree of Praise from Rome and received its Pontifical Status.

At present Bethany has spread its wings far and wide, throughout the length and
breadth of India so that at present its almost thousand members live and work in 85
houses in the 28 dioceses of India. In addition, there is a house in Rome where pilgrims
are entertained and two other communities in West Germany where the sisters are serving
the needs of the aged of their country.

The Bethany Sisters give themselves wholly to God in consecrated love for the
building up of the Church, the Body of Christ. Like Mary of Bethany they are at the feet
of Our Lord by means of the perpetual adoration in the main houses of the Institute. Like
Martha they are engaged in diverse apostolic activities. Accordingly the sisters are engaged
in schools, boarding houses, orphanages, religious instruction of children and adults, direct
evangelisation and apostolic field work, homes for the elderly, health clinics, and agricul-
tural pursuits.

The Spirit of the Congregation is derived from the faithful response of Mary in
the Mystery of the Annunciation: “Behold the Handmaid of the Lord”. This is the motto
of the Sisters of the Congregation. The Spirit is also derived from the loving service res-
ponse of Martha and Mary of Bethany in welcoming Jesus during his earthly mission. St.
Therese of Lisieux (the Little Flower) and the Patroness of the Missions is the second
Patroness of the Sisters to inspire them to strive to be true and prayerful apostles of
Jesus. :

The Mother House of the Congregation is Bethany Convent, Mangalore 575002,
Karnataka.

4 Sr. Superior
Bethany Convent,
Mangalore
Karnataka — 575002
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Congregation of the Sisters of the

Imitation of Christ
(Bethany)

The name of our Congregation is ‘Sisters of
the Imitation of Christ’. We are known as Bethany
Sisters. The founder of our Congregation is late
Arch Bishop Mar Ivanios. It was founded in 1925
when Mar Ivanios was in the Orthodox Church, In
1930 Mar Ivanios came to the Catholic Church.
With him the first members of our congregation
also came to the Catholic Church. We belong to
Syro Malankara rite.

Why did Mar Ivanios found a Congregation ?

There were quarrels; conflicts and divisions
among the members of the Orthodox Church.
Gradually they became ariel and morally degraded.
This diplorable condition of the Ortohdox Church
caused him great anxiety. He suffered intensely.
He spent most of his time in prayer and penance.
After many days of prayer and penance he was
convinced that the social and moral degradation
had been the conscquence of the spiritual degenera-
tion. Mar Ivanios earnestly desired for its spiritual
renovation and his aspiration finally culminated
in the idea of founding a religious congregation.
Thus he founded two congregations —one for men
and the other for women. They are known as
Bethany Priests and Bethany Sisters.

Our congregation is a native congregation. So
it has the special characterstics of Indian Sanyasis.
Mar Ivanios intended that our community must
bear the stamp of the Indian culture. So when
he founded the congregation, he adapted many
customs and practices of the Hindu monks. These
adaptations of the ways of life was absolutely
necessary to preach the gospel of Christ and to
make it grow in the ancient and rich soil of
Indian culture. As we are the sisters of the
Imitation of Christ, the special aim of our congri-
gation is to imitate Christ as closely as possible
through the practice of religious discipline both
in His life of prayer and in His life of action
through the adaptations of Indian ways of life.

Prayer life, simplicity and hard work are the
characterstics of our spirituality. The specific
object of our congregation is to continue the
redemptive work of our Lord uninterrupted to
offer Spiritual Service to the people of India in
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general and to contribute to the spiritual renewal
of the Malankara Church.

The primary obligation of a Bethany Sister
is to love Jesus Christ intensely and to imitate
Him closely.. The name Bethany helps us to ful-
fil this obligation because Bethany is a family
that loved Jesus Christ intensely. Like the members
of the Bethany in Bethaniya we are obliged to
lead a life of prayer like Mary a life of service
like Martha and a life of evangelisation and
spreading of the faith like Lazar. Like the Bethany
of the Gospel deeply set in the love of Christ
and His continuing presence, we as a congrega-
tion are called to grow as a symbol of unity in
the Indian Church.

Our congregation became pontifical in 1956.
The stages of formation are Pre-novitiate, Novi-
tiate & Juniorate. Pre-novitiate is for 11 vears,
Novitiate for one year and the Juniorate for
six yrs. Perpectual vows are pronounced at the
end of six years.

Today we have 3 provinces and 500 sisters.
We have 75 houses. We commit ourselves to
make present in the world the love of Christ by
our various Apostolic activities. Some of them
are:—

The reunion of dissident christian brothren.
Evangelisation of non-christians.
Education.

Caring of the Sick.

Caring of the orphans and the helpless.
Apostolate of the press.

Social Welfare activities.

TN SISV G DO

Superior
Bethany Sisters Generalate
Vadavathoor P. O.

Kottayam.



The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Charles Borromeo

Origin

It had its humble beginning at Wez-Velvain
in Belgium, in 1684. Fr. Adrien Bresy founded
the Congregation and the first Community had
the animated leadership of Mother Catherine
Warquain.

Charism:

The Congregation was born in compassion for
the poor, the ignorant and those deprived of the
means to live a truly human and Christian life.

History of its name:

The foundation of the Congregation in 1684,
coincided with the first death centenary of St.
Charles Borromeo, therefore he was chosen the
Patron of the Congregation. Moreover, St. Charles
was a great pioneer in Christian Education and
an ardent supporter of the Church. The Sisters
were called ‘Daughters of St. Charles’, they were
also known as ‘Daughters of the Church’ and to-
day they are popularly called ‘the Sisters of St.
Charles Borromeo.’

Development and Expansion:

In 1929, the Congregation established its first
house in India, at Ranipet in Vellore diocese. At
present the Congregation has twenty-one houses
in thirteen dioceses, spread over the states of
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar.

Indian Sisters are actively engaged in serving
the Congregation at Wez, Peruwelz, Bon Secours
and Basecles in Belgium, in Argentina and at
Tacanita in South America.

Apostolic Activities:

The Sisters of St. Charles generously and
courageously devote themselves to their primary
charism: Christian Education of Children and
Youth and also in Evangelisation through the
Medical and Social Apostolates.

The apostolic works are carried out through
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, VOCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS, YOUTH ORGANISATIONS, PA-
ROCHIAL WORKS, HOSPITALS, HEALTH CEN-
TRES, LEPRESARIUM, MENTAL HEALTH
CENTRES,. REMAND HOMES, MERCY HOMES,

ORPHANAGES, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
CENTRES, BALWADIS and HOMES FOR
DESTITUTES.

Invitation:

Jesus called special persons to continue His
Mission; He still calls young people to contribute
their mite in the building up of His Kingdom -
in leading God's people on their pilgrimage in
this world. Here in lies a challenge to all young,
generous persons to consider deeply the vocation
to which God calls them and the courage to make
their personal response.

For more information write to:—
Provincial Superior, OR Provincial Superior,
Villa Borromeo, Charles Villa,
30, Mahatma 18, North Bharathi
Gandhi Road, Road,
Bangalore 560 001. Perambur,

Madras 600 011
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The Order of St. Bridgette

The Order of our most Holy Saviour, popularly known as the
Order of St. Bridget, was founded by St. Bridget of Sweden in 1370.
She established the Order to bring lapsed and lax christians back
to God. Later a new branch of Non-cloistered Bridgettine Sisters
was founded in 1911, by Mother M. Elisabeth Hesselblad, a Swedish
Convert from Protestantism. She came to Rome in 1904 in a pre-
carious state of health, her one desire being to die in the house
where St. Bridget lived and died. But God had other designs, she
was miraculously cured and destined to be the foundress of the new
branch of united Bridgettine Convents.

The life of a Bridgettine is both active and contemplative
Prayer and the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is offered parti-
cularly for the Holy Father, Priests and for unity. Welcoming
Guests of all faiths in the spirit of ecumenism and administering to
their needs with gracious hospitality and Christian example is
another part of their work. Hence Guest-houses or Hostels for work-
ing girls are attached to all the houses of the Order where Ladies
of all Caste and creed desirous of rest or change are cared for:

Superior General : Mother M. Tekla
Famiglietti.
Mother House : Casa Di S. Brigida
¥ Rome.

Head Quarters in India: Convent of St. Brigetta
10 Brunton Road
Bangalore — 560 025

Novitiate House : Bridgettine Convent
Marikunnu P. O.
Calicut - 673 012
Kerala.



The Carmel of Christ the King (Calcutta)

The story of the foundation of Calcutta’s
Carmel of Christ the King reads like an epic of
the marvellous ways of Divine Providence with a
soul ready to respond to His every inspiration.

The story opens in 1926, in the lonely cell
of the Mistress of Novices at the Carmel of Mont-
sur—Marchienne, a suburb of the mining town of
Charleroi, Belgium, Sister Therese-Marie had just
read Pius XI's recent Missionary Encyclical
“Rerum Ecclesiae.”” The Holy Father’s forthright
appeal to contemplatives to establish monasteries
in Mission lands had gone straight to the heart
of the young nun; it answered her own deepest
yearnings.

Sister Therese-Marie had joined the Carmel
in 1915, at the age of 21. Heir to the spirit, as
well as to the name, of the great Reformer of
Carmel, who intended every contemplative Mona-
stery to be a spiritual powerhouse in the service
of the Church, Therese-Marie had become a
Carmelite with the intention of serving the whole
Church through prayers, the practice of virtue
and sacrifice.

A series of Providential events immediately
preceded the foundation of the monastic com-
munity in Bengal. An unusual book was one day
read in the Monastic dining-room; “From Evange-
lical to Catholic, by way of the East,” by
Fr. Wallace, S.J. This was the autobiographical
record of the conversion of a protestant Missionary
in Bengal, and his plea for a new manner of

approach to the intelligentia of India. The author’s
very original message struck a sympathetic chord
in the great soul of Sister Therese-Marie. She felt
the call of India and especially of Bengal. Here,
she thought, would be a fertile field to plant the
contemplative life. She already dreamt of the day
when the great mystical works of St. John of the
Cross (her dear John of the Cross) and of
St. Theresa of Avila would be translated in to
the Bengali language.

The Archbishop was seriously thinking of
inviting contemplative nuns to his diocese, had
not decided his choice as yet, when a little
parcel arrived from Carmel in thanking them,
invited them to Calcutta.

In June, 1935, Monsigneur Perier, Archbishop
of Calcutta arrived at the Carmel. In a few days
all formalities being settled the 4 foundresses
with Mother Therese-Marie as the head was
appointed. All necessary documents were signed in
Rome and in Belgium. They left Belgium on the
25th October, 1935, for India, reached Genoa on
26th and set out for India on the feast of Christ
the King after receiving Fr. General’s blessings.
They reached Bombay on 7th November and arri-
ved in Bengal on 12th. For almost 2 years lived
with the Daughters of the Cross at Kidderpore.

Finally after much searching and many dis-
appointments, the Archbishop of Calcutta con-
cluded the deed of sale of the house on 4, Outram
Street, on 12th November, 1936, his generous gift

The Calcutta Carmel
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Carmelites of Mary Immaculate

(C. M. I.)

The Beginning

In the eighteen twenties two young priests of
the Syro-Malabar Church, then under the Diocese
of Verapoly discussed between them the possibi-
lity of realising a religious life for themselves
and for others like them. These two were dio-
cesan priests. They belonged to the communuity
of St. Thomas Christians who believe that their
father-in-faith is Apostle Thomas. One of them
Fr. Thomas Palackal was Rector of the Seminary
of Pallipuram and the other his friend, Fr. Thomas
Porookara was then the parish priest of Thanga-
ssery near Quilon. The latter hailed from Champa-
kulam and the former from South Pallipuram.
They admired each other for their virtues and
austere life. A young cleric Kuriakos by name
who had been desirous of joining them in their
venture of a religious life, was then only a deacon
under the formation of the elderly Malpan Fr.
Thomas Palackal. Fr. Palackal loved him so much
that he took the youth into confidence and shared
with him their plan and ambition. As soon as
Kuriakos was ordained priest in 1829 he ' plunged
himself into this great cause along with the two
others. Fr. Kuriakos writes in the chronicles:
“However 1, Kuriakos Chavara, who write this -
when I have been ordained a priest at Arthungal.
I celebrated the first mass with the bishop and
offered it for this intention namely to get the

grace of God for perfecting this (new religious
life) already begun’’ Positio P. 75, P. XXIX).

They approach the bishop with the request

Fr. Thomas Porookara now secretary to the
bishop and Fr. Thomas Palackal Rector of the
Seminary, Pallipuram .decided to make a request
to the vicar apostolic, a request to start a reli-
gious life. The Vicar Ap. Monsignor Maurelius
Stabilini was pleased with their request, but he
was unwilling to miss the two eminent priests.
So he advised them to build the monastery with-
in the vicariate so that also the faithful may
benefit there from. This took place in September
1829. In November 1829 they again approached
him. He was very kind. He granted their request.
Besides he showed them the way how to meet the
expenses for the project. He wrote a pastoral
letter so that they could collect alms and dona-
tions from parishes and faithful. He himself con-
tributed to the cause a sum of Rs. 200 as his
personal gift. Peixot, administrator of the churches
under the Portuguese patronage sent out similar
letters to those churches under his jurisdiction to
make the collection of donations. Fr. Nicholas,
Vicar General of Verapoly too did the same. De-
finitely all these are indications of the interests
of the churchi authorities in the cause of a reli-
gious life in Kerala. Porookara and Palakal jour-

to the Foundresses, who now truly had a home.
A Chapel was -built, and the house adapted for
use as a Carmel.

The formal opening of the Carmel of Christ
the King at 4, Outram Street, took place on June
28th 1937.

The Blessing of the Chapel was on 30th
September by His Grace the Archbishop. The
Choir of the Salesian Fathers of Bandel sang for
the entire ceremony; the pieces were so exquisitely
rendered, as to bring tears to the eyes of most
of the great crowd who filled the small Chapel
to overflowing. The sanctuary presented a most
imposing scene, as His Grace, vested in all the
dignity of his Office, and surrounded by his
clergy, reverently performed the solemn rites
proper Lo so great an occasion. Many priests were
present, and wvarious groups of religious, whose
simple and rather sombre attire formed a striking
contrast with the gay apparel of the ladies in the
crowd pressing around them. After the ceremony,
the Chapel rapidly emptied, and a solemn silence
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enveloped the newly-consecrated House of God,
a silence to be broken only by the footsteps of
some solitary worshipper and by the chanting of
the nuns behind their grille, as with hearts over-
flowing with love and gratitude they sang the
praises of their God present in the silent
Tabernacle.

Hence forward, the arrival of newcomers, cere-
monies of Clothing and Profession were regular
occurrences for the next five or'six years. Mother
Therese-Marie and her companions had not come
in vain to diffuse the light of the Contemplative
life in Bengal. Vocations blossomed rapidly, and
applications poured in from many sides, too
numerous, for one Solitary Monastery. Those
fortunate enough to gain admittance to this shel-
tered Garden of God, in these first vears of its
establishment, enjoyed the special happiness of
having the dear Mother Foundress herself as their
Novice-Mistress, as well as their Prioress. Under
her care and guidance, these young souls were
trained in the Rules, Constitutions and Ceremonies
of Our Holy Order.



neyed through . Malabar jand collected  sufficient
money with the strength of the letter, from the
priests and faithful. - Even 'some other priests
accompanied them, though they were not to join
the enterprise. They selected Mannanam, the site for
the first monastery and called it ‘‘Beth Rauma”
or “Lofty Home” literally. It® is a beautiful hil-
lock looking towards the Jlake ‘‘“Vemmenad’ Fr.
Kuriakos Chavara right after his ordination, spent
an year practically shut up in the seminary to
‘help Fr.. Palackal,” while the latter :was out in
search of money and locality for their first mona-
stery. It was in 1830 that Fr. Kuriakos began to
reside at Mannanam on a permanent basis under
instructions from Fr. Palackal and Fr. Porookara.
Thereafter Fr. Kuriakos commited himself fully
to the construction of the monastery. The founda-
tion-stone was laid on 11 May 1831 in the name
of St. Joseph. Fr. Porookara laid the foundation-
stone. Msgr. Stabilini, the vicar apostolic, Thomas
Palackal and Fr. Kuriakos Chavara and many
others were present on the occasion. They began
their  religious life in that small hill. Fr.
Kuriakos Eliseus Porookara the second Prior
General, nephew of Thomas Porookara has des-
cribed the style of their life during this period
in the following words. “‘jugiter orabant et medi-
tationi vocabant, vigilantes et nocte. Biebus
Dominicis et festis circumeuntes praedicabant tum
ad eleemosinas colligendas tum ad instruendos
fidele in rebus fidei et morum et semper per
magno cum zelo” (Positio P. XX1X). They prayed
incessantly and spent in meditation at night keep-
ing vigil. On Sundays and feasts, they went about
preaching both . for collecting alms and for in-
structing the faithful in matter of faith and
morals always with great zeal. Their life in
Mannanam may be summed up in the above words.
The only remarkable event of the next decade
was the starting of the Seminary at Mannanam in
1833, for the training priests. As for the congre-
gation there was accelerated growth.

Fr. Kuriakos Elias Chavara

Fr. Thomas Palackal died in 1841 and Fr.
Thomas Porookara in 1846. Fr. Kuriakos Elias
Chavara was the sole surviver of the trio. In 1853
having prepared the rules. Fr. Kuriakos Elias re-
quested Msgr. Bernandino Baccinelli Pro—Vicar
Apostolic to have the institute canonically erected
under the title of “Servants of Mary Immaculate’
as a religious congregation. (Positio P. XXX). But
it was only on 8th December, 1855 that the
institute was approved by Msgr. Baccinelli through
the favour of the Holy See. It was then called
“Servants of Mary [mmaculate of Mount Carmel”.
He gave them the constitution of the Order of

Discalced Carmelites with certain adaptations for
the local conditions. Fr. Kuriakos Elias Chavara
took profession of vows on 8th December, before
Fr. Marcelline, delegate of the vicar apostolic and
was right away appointed superior of the new
religious community / Congregation and as such
received the religious vows of the other first
members. These ten were:

Fathers
1) Gheevarghese Thoppil
2) Kuriakos Porookara
3) Kurian Kochupurackal
4) Mathai Moonjanatt
5) Mathai Kalapurackal
6)7 Jacob Valliara
7) 'Mani Kaniarakath
8) Kurian Plackal
9) Chandi Kattakayam
10) Scaria Kalathil

The canonical erection of the congregation
with the necessary adaptations of the Carmelite
rules gave an admirable boost to the progress of
the congregation. The number of members grew and
new monasteries got started. By 1860 already
four monasteries came into being: Mannanam,
Koonammavu, Elthuruth and Vazhakulam. The
number of members grew to 63. Their life in the
iastitute too became more and more perfect so
much so Father Leopold could write to his Supe-
rior General that the new community; “after few
years of its foundation changed the face of the
Vicariate through the dedicated ministerial ser-
vices of its members, and that peither has their
apostolic activity in any way affected their prayer
Jifes

Affiliation and thereafter

In 1861, the Superior General of the Discalced
Carmelites agregated and got the new foundation
affiliated to their Order under the title ““Third
Order of Carmelite Discalced” (T. O. C. D.) This
was very much resented by the first members.
However, the vicar apostolic assured them that the
prerogatives of the prior general would be safe-
guarded. Fr. Chavara continued as prior general
till death. : '

The Congregation was raised to the status of
Juris Pontificii in the 1885 on May 1. And the
constitution was approved’ ‘ad experimentum’, by
the Apostolic See and was approved in perpetum
by Pope Pius X on 12th March 1906. Further
revision of the constitution took place in 1958
when on December 8th, Pope Pius XII approved
it again ‘ad experimentum’, with the name changed
from T. 0. G: D. to C. M. 1. C.M.I. stands: for
Carmelites of Mary Immaculate. Pope Paul VI
granted the CMIs Pontifical Exemption on July 29,
1967.

The constitution sent in 1890 for approval
from Rome, got approved on June 1st,1893,
with a major alteration: There shall be a Prior
General from among the members of the Congre-

27



gation. But this provision was implemented only
from 1902 when in the General Chapter at
Mannanam Fr. Alexander Ouseph was elected Prior
General.

In the service of the Church

Apart from the various services rendered to
the Syro-Malabar Church in the field of education,
Pastoral care of souls through the preaching and
administration of sacraments, charitable and social
uplift programmes, press apostolate like the daily
“Deepika” and several monthlies and weeklies, took
place. Attention of the CMI at one stage was focuss-
ed on the strengthening of the Syro-Malabar Church
as a whole, striving to procure through legitimate
chanels of indigenous hierarchies. They thus in the
struggle sacrificed their own men. The congregation
suffered expulsion of seven of its valient members
for appealing to Rome for bishops for among the
Syro-Malabar Community. Rome intervened to
stop such cruel and illegal dismissals by the
missionary bishops and appointed one among the
seven dismissed - Fr, Louis Pazheparambil, as
bishop. Mannanam and Elthuruth headed the
struggle and the papal bull regarding the creation
of the vicariates apostolic of Kottayam and Trichur
for the Syro-Malabar church in 1887 were addres-
sed to the Priors of the Monastery of Mannanam
and Elthuruth respectively. The CMIs do take pride
in the struggle and sacrifice for the church they
loved and love. Are the present-day church ranks
aware of this history 2

Pioneers in Kerala of ecumenical movements

We are the pioneers in the ecumenical move-
ment and re-admission of our brethren from
among Jacobites? In the last quarter of 19th
century and in the 1st quarter of 20th century,
a number of CMIs dedicated themselves in this
holy task. The CMIs engaged in this apostolate
include eminent men like Frs. Placid, Sales,
Ambrose and Hadrian. It may be summarised in
nutshell: Had there not been the CMIs in this
field, the existence of a Malankara Church with
ber dioceses would seem not have come into being
and flourished as it did. Late Fr. Gregory Neera-
ckal had been instrumental to the formation of
the Malankara hierarchy.
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Plunged into the service of the emigrants

Much before and immediately after the creation
of the unit of the diocese of Tellicherry, with its
present bishop as administrator in 1953 the CMI,
plunged themselves into the rescue operation of
their own kith and kin emigrants in the North
Malabar. Many died in the operation for lack of
facilities and adverse weather with Maleria. The
creation of the diocese of Tellicherry for the
Syro-Malabarians owes to the many to CMI proto-
gonists like Fr. Romeo Thomas, Athanasius, Cheru-
bim, and Bernardine.

The CMIs Today

The Prior Generals that succeeded Fr. Alexan-
der Ouseph were all from the members of the
congregation. The growth of the CMI Congregation
under the subsequent Prior Generals was very fast.
There had been, since then, 13 Prior Generals in
the Congregation. The present general Fr. Vijay
Anand Nedumpuram is the 18th in order. The
Congregation has to its credit 1805 priests and
seminarians with 160 houses, in and outside India’
who are engaged in multifarious apostolic activities
as education, social apostolate, medical care, press
apostolate and spiritual welfare programmes such
as retreats, and running seminaries for the forma-
tion students for priesthood. They have five mission
dioceses in North India, besides those missionaries
rendering their services in all continents except
Australia.

Thus it can be seen that the CMIs unreservedly
dedicated themselves to the service of the Church
and country. To serve the people of God was their
avowed objective irrespective of any particular
area. Needs of the Church, local and universal, have
been the only norm of their activities. They have
been helpful in fighting the schisms and heresies,
preaching the word of God, working for the
re-union of the separated Christians, making
efforts to renew the liturgical life of the Church,
educating the people through schools and the press,
and caring for the social and cultural uplift of
the poor through charitable works. All these they
do urged by the charity of Christ and the call of
the Church.



Carmelite Sisters of St. Teresa

1. Beginnings:

The humble beginnings of the flourishing Community of the
Carmelite Sisters of St. Teresa can be traced back to the year 1887
where the community came to be founded at the Arch-diocese of
Verapoly, Ernakulam.

2. The Foundress: Her Inspirations:

Sister Teresa of St. Rose of Lime was called by the then Arch-
bishop Dr. Leonard Melcno to respond to the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit and to form the Congregation in order to live and bear
witness to the charity of Christ in the midst of the world. The
Congregation was radically inspired by the great spiritual traditions
of the Teresian Carmel and ready to answer the Call of the Church.

3. A Brief History of the Congregation:

Founded in 1887, the Carmelite Community took up the challen-
ges of the call in course of the century, lived a joyful and fulﬁ}lmg
community life, sensed Christ through the felt needs of the times.
The community has spread all over India and abroad.

4. Apostolate:

The Carmelites are called on to blend contemplation with active
apostolate and fuse her life into the apostolic needs of the Church.
The sisters are actively engaged in education both formal and infor-
mal. We run colleges and technical schools, orphanages and centres
of social work as well as work in the press.

5. Formation and Data Regarding Members:

We have a ten months period of postulancy, at Bangalore and
Raigarh during which the postulents learn the scriptures, theology,
psychology, sex education, English and music. This is followed by a
two year Novitiate at Bangalore. Then there is the ongoing forma-
tion period of six years that leads to the perpetual vows. At present
we have: 665 professed sisters, 37 novices and 28 postulants.

6. A Call to You:

Those who hear the call of the Lord and wish to join Him in
the religious life inspired by the Teresian Carmelite spirit may con-
tact the Congregation.

7. Qualifications:

The candidate is required to pass the P. D. C. or its equiva-
lence, good health, and an openness :

Please write to:
Mother General,
St. Teresa’s Generalate,
Gedenchelli,
Kothenu P. O.
Bangalore — 560 077
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-Carmelite Sisters of Sitargarha,
' Bihar

The Carmelite Monastery of Sitargarha, Bihar, was founded by
the Carmelite Monastery of Roso, Ranchi Diocese, Bihar. The start-
ing and the blessing of the monastery took place in 1977 and by the
Lord’s Grace in Canonical Erection was done in 1980. The Carmelite
Monastery is situated and comes uuder the Diocese of Daltonganj,
Bihar.

The community has drawn its basic inspiration from St. Teresa
of Avila who reformed the Order of the Carmelites in the 16th
century in Spain. We follow the spirit of the cloistered contempla-
tive life of prayer and penance she established in the Church. The
Order spread from Spain to all over Europe and abroad. At present
there are 25 Carmelite monasteries in India of which two are in
Bihar.

Each monastery is autonomous and leads a purely contempla-
tive life of prayer and penance. We undertake no active apostolate
outside the enclosure. The cloistered life of prayer and penance for
the Church and for the salvation of souls is the focus of over
spiritual life.

The Carmel of Sitargarha is a new foundation which has 8
perpetual professed nuns, 2 novices and 1 extern sister. The forma-
tion of the candidates takes place entirely inside the enclosure with
in the monastery. The formation lasts for five years.

The Lord calls you, young women to lead a life of prayer and
penance for the Church and for the salvation of souls. Those who
are desirous of answering the Lord’s call should be motivated above
all by a deep desire for a life of prayer and sacrifice. They should
have good judgement and average intelligence, good health for hard-
work and should have completed their studies.

Write to:
“Mother Prioress
Sitargarha P. O.
Dt. Hazaribagh (Bihar)
Pin 825 301



CARMELITE MISSIONARIES

We, the Carmelite Missionaries, are a religious
congregation of pontifical right founded in 1860,
in Barcelona, Spain, by the Discalced Carmelite
FATHER FRANCISCA  PALAU' Y QUER to
accomplish a special mission in the church. We
honor as special protectors our Lady of Mount
Carmel, St. Joseph and St. Theresa of Jesus.

Francisco Palau was born in Aytona (Lerida)
on the 29th of December of 1811, in the bosom
of deeply christian family. Feeling strongly that
God was calling him he entered the seminary of
Lerida where he finished bis philosophical studies
and part of the Theology. There hisspirit warmed
up to the point of giving up everything to join
the Theresian Carmel in very difficult times for
the religious life. His decision was irrevocable.
“l was not unaware’’, he admits, “of the constant
danger to which I was exposed... By my solemn
Vows I embraced a way of life whose rule I knew
I could keep until death whatever might happen...
I had no fear that the sociopolitical upheavals
could hinder me from keeping my vows. To live
in Carmel I needed only one thing, that is the
vocation.”

Contemplative and apostolic and madly in love
with the Church he founded the Carmelite Missio-
naries to continue his mission in and for the
church. He rendered his soul to God on March 20,
1872 after having indefatigably fought for the
church. He could well execlaim: “On Church I love
you, you know it. The least I can offer you in
return for your love is my life’” and “If I were
to judge my love for you —oh church - by what
I have suffered and beared for vou, I must love
vou very much because I have suffered much for
you’’.

Fr. Francisco Palau’s spirituality, rooted in
the Teresian Carmel, is marked by unique experience
-~of the Mystery of the Church. This is at the
center of his interior life and is the moving force
behind his apostolic activily. In bearing witness
to this Mystery, he dedicated all his energy to
proclaim the beauty of the church drawing others
to love her. Through his mystical experience of
the church Fr. Palau assumed and transformed in
a new charismatic life, the Carmelite-Teresian
spirituality.

After years of ecries and struggle to survive
due to the early death of the Founder the Congre-
gation has grown into a big family. Today we are
present in 22 countries of Europe, America, Africa
and Asja. Looking at the early history of the
Congregation.we can truly say with our Founder:
“Your work is mine and both your and mine are
God’s work”. And because we are the work of
God today we are not onmly alive burning with life
which we are willing to share with many generous
souls.’

The traits that delineate our consecrated life
“in allegiance to Jesus Christ are the following:
a vivid consciousness of a vocation that is deeply
ecclesial, a deep sense of fraternal communion, a
contemplative attitude of friendship with God
and attentiveness to his word, a generous spirit
of apostolic service to others, persevering practice
of asceticism and evangelical renunciation and
the presence of our Lady who is the type and
model of our ecclesial vocation.

Wearrived in India on the 13th of October,1954,
just three sisters, invited by Jesuits Missionaries
of Gujarat. They had solicited our presence and
services for the leprosy patients in the Government
Hospital of Junagadh, quite unknown at that time

Carmelite Missionaries
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Father Francisca Palau Y Quer

and now part of the diocese of Rajkot under the
care of the CMI Fathers.

Four years later two more sisters came from
Spain and the first four Indian Postulants were
welcomed with great Joy, love and gratitude to
the Lord who sent them as His gifts to us. All of
them came from Kerala. As the years followed a
few more sisters have come from Spain and the
Lord has been blessing us with new vocations
from Kerala, Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu.

Today we form a Vice Province with 70 pro-—
fessed sisters evangelizing in four states: Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Karnataka.
Besides we have 13 novices, 7 postulants and
good number of aspirants.

Congregation — wise the specific forms of our
apostolate are: Christian Education, Health care,
Missionary activity, other activities of evangeliz-
ation through social work, Catechesis and promo-
tion of the Spiritual life through: Centres of
Spirituality, House of prayer and Prayer Groups.
Of course, we know that we can promote the
spiritual life through any activity.

In India our apostolate is mainly in the
villages, among the poor and tribals where we
evangelize through Catechesis, schools, boardings,
health centres and social projects, last are mainly
for the uplift of women. In the cities, we have
the central House and Noviciate in Bombay, the
Juniorate in Bangalore and in Ahmedabad the
house for study of the local language so important
to reach the hearts of the people.
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We try to give to our candidates a solid and
intensive initial formation. The stages are the
following: POSTULANCY, an important stage in
the discernment of an occasion. It lasts, in our
case, for nine months. NOVICIATE, the basic
and most clearly define stage of initial formation.
It lasts for two years. JUNIORATE that lasts
for 5 to 7 year.

Erom our candidates we require :

— a sincere desire to follow Christ and to serve
Him in His people.

— reasonable intelligence

- capacity to live in community
(we stress fraternity)

— an average health
— at least P. U. C. degree

— not less than 18 years of age to begin
the postulancy.

We finish this article praising and thanking
God for all the blessings bestowed on us, Carme-
lite Missionaries. We look forward with great
hope. Before closing we take this opportunity to
invite and to challenge our young Indian ladies:

To you, who are young, generous, searching
for a great ideal and ready to risk
everything for it, we say:

If you have fallen in love with Christ and
sincerely wish to follow Him and serve
Him in his people, besides.

— feel attracted to Carmel, to the beauty and a
richness of its spirituality and to the great
Carmelite Saints: St. Teresa, John of the
Cross, ‘““The Little Flower...

- are willing to love and to work in and for the
Church whenever and wherever needed.

— want to serve Christ in a Missionary Congre-
gation.

BE A CARMELITE MISSIONARY, a woman al-
ways in touch with God through a deep prayer
life, that is CARMELITE and always ready to
reach out to those in need, MISSIONARY.

For more information about our life contact,
THE VOCATION DIRECTRESS
Carmelite Missionaries
“Prithikunju” 271, Carter Road,

Bandra, Bombay — 400 050



Congregation of the

The ancient Order of Carmel, which traces
its origin from the prophet Elias and his disciples
who made their dwellings in the caves of Mount
Carmel, had its influence on the church of India
from the 17th cenftury onwards, when there began
a steady flow of carmelite missionaries to the
country. This impact on the church of Kerala
became very visible in the 19th century with the
appointment of Italian Carmelite Missionaries as
Vicars-Apostolic in Kerala. Venerable Fr. Kuriakose,
the founder of C. M. I. and Fr. Leopold Beccaro,
0. C. D., the Carmelite delegate in I[ndia, under
the direction and patronage of the then Archbishop
Bernardine of Verapoly, founded the first indi-
genous religious congregation for women, which
today is known as the Congregation of the Mother
of Carmel (C.M.C.) — The mustard seed sown that
day has grown into a mighty tree— the Congre-
gation of the Mother of Carmel - is a pontifical
congregation of Syro-Malabar Rite. It
was sown and nurtured in the silence
and solitude of the little village of Koo-
nammavu, then in the Archdiocese of
Verapoly. It was the ‘Unconditional
trust in our Lord’ that strengthened our
founders to start the first house, ‘a
bamboo hut’, on 13th February 1866
with four members - Eliswa a widow,
her daughter Anna, her sister Tresa
and another young lady Clara, as a
Third Order of Carmelites with the
necessary adaptations.

In 1887 the Syro-Malabar Christians
were separated from the jurisdiction of
the Archdiocese of Verapoly and with
this there occured a bifurcation in the
infant congregation. As new dioceses were
set up in Kerala, the Syrian section
got divided into independent units, each
of which was directed and patronised by
the Local Ordinary of the respective
diocese. The unification of these inde-
pendent units of carmelite sisters was
carried out under the leadership of
Msgr. Hippolytus 0. F. M. Cap. now
Prefect Apostolic of Jammu-Kashmir.
The congregation was raised to the
pontifical right by the Sacred Congre-
gation for Oriental Churches, in March
1967 under the new title of The Congre-
gation of the Mother of Carmel (C.M.C.)
with a new constitution. From her
hundredth birth-day the congregation
started her onward march into new
avenues of activity and service, with
renewed vigour.

Mother of Cérmel

The most sublime goal of the congregation is
that its members be completely possessed by God
in total availability to our fellowmen. In accordance
with the spirit of carmel and the Indian Yogas
of Bhakti and Karma, C. M. C. has its motto
‘Dhyanena Madbakta Karmana Madarpitha’. The
Supreme Love of God ie., Bhakti is realised and
fostered through listening and responding to His
Word in absolute faith. Nishkama Karma would
flow from true Bhakti and has to be sustained,
nurtured and enriched by it. This enables a C.M.C.
sister to offer all her actions as a gift of worship-
ful service and sacrifice to the Lord.

True to the charism of our Founder — Kuriakose
Elias Chavara, Our Congregation entered the field
of education, especially of women and children,
an urgent need of the time. This pioneering effort
has today resulted in the large number of schools




Catechist Sisters of St. Ann

The Society of Catechist Sisters of St. Ann is a diocesan
congregation founded in 1914 in Andhra Pradesh by Rev. Fr. Silvio
Pasquali P. I. M. E. an Italian Missionary. Since the founder belonged
to a Missionary congregation, according to the spirit of his congre-
gation, he wanted to devote his entire life to the work of Evangeli-
zation, specially among the poor and needy. Ever since he came to
India in 1897 he started his work in the erstwhile Nizam Kingdom
at Raichur in the Present Karnataka state. He proclaimed the word
of God directly to the masses and worked for total liberation of
man through various good works.

As a man of God he spent himself with tremendous apostoclic
zeal for the salvation of souls. In all his EVANGELICAL SIMPLI-
CITY, PROFOUND HUMILITY, CONTENTED POVERTY and IN-
EXHAUSTABLE CHARITY and above all in union with God through
prayer and an ardent devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary he devoted
himself, heart and soul, to the noble task of evangelization.

After 17 years of strenuous missionary experience, especially
in rural areas, he became fully aware of the concrete condition and
needs of the people who suffered from utter ignorance of Christ,
dire poverty, social injustice and oppression. Hence in 1914 through
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit he founded the congregation of
catechist sisters of St. Ann for apostolic service in the local church.

The main concerns of the congregation is:

— Preaching the Good News of Salvation.

— Preparing the Catechists and Catechisms,

children and adults.
— Educating the children.

and catechising to

— Taking care of the sick and the afflicted.
— Caring for the poor, orphans and aged, widows.
Striving to eradicate social evils.

At present the congregation is spread in six dioceses of Andhra
Pradesh with 306 members working in various fields like evangeli-
zation, education, medical, social activities both in diocesan and
Regional levels. Our Motto is “Spread the Light of Christ.”

MOTHER GENERAL,

Society of Catechist Sisters of St. Ann,
Kumarpalli, Hanamkonda P. O.
Warangal Dt. 506 001,

A. P. India.

and colleges, ranging from the Pre-primary to the
Post Graduate levels where a large number of our
sisters are working for the intellectual, social,
economic, moral and spiritual advancement of the
people, particularly of women, and children. Later,
responding to the needs of society the congregation
took up health services. We are running hospitals,
dispensaries and mobile clinics. Technical and
craft schools for girls, asylums for the aged,
orphanages and balvadis for the poor -children,
schools for the mentally retarded and physically
handicapped, village development programmes etc.
are also our field of apostolate. Active participation
in the parish activities forms a regular feature of
our involvement in the local church. Social action,
especially in making people aware of the injustice
reigning in our society, has been receiving much
of our attention.

The general curia is established at Mount
Carmel Generalate, Thaikkattukara, Alwaye. The
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congregation has now grown inlo nine provinces
and four regions with 4528 members. Besides the
290 houses in Kerala, C.M.C. has 70 mission
stations spread out to almost all the States of
India, serving chiefly the poor and uneducated in
the villages of India. Our missionary effort has
received a new impetus in recent years, more
sisters are responding to the call of Africa catering
to its varied needs, especially in Apostolic schools
and in health services. In Europe and America
also C.M.C. Sisters are rendering good service
amongst the negroes, orphans, and the sick. C.M.C.
looks forward with hope to the future, to serve
the church in a more effective way and to be a
sign for the people of today by means of an
evangelically meaningful life and service.

Superior
Mount Carmel Generalate

Alwaye - 683 106
Kerala



Sisters of Charity of Nazareth

(THE LOVE OF CHRIST URGES US)

Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth was founded in U.S. A. (Kentucky) in
1812 by Bishop David and Mother Catherine
Spalding. At first their labour consisted mostly
spinning and weaving for the needy students at
St. Thomas Seminary and for the poor of the
vicinity. In 1814 the Sisters opened their first
school for the children of the neighbourhood. The
first branch school of the Community was establi-
shed at Bardstown, Kentucky in 1818.

In rapid succession, other foundation were
made, and soon school conducted by the Sisters
could be found in all parts of the State. In 1822
the Community moved to the present site of their
Mother House Nazareth to Nelson County Kentucky,
forty miles south of Louisville. Up to this time,
the education of youth had engrossed the attention
of the Sisters, but in 1832 another field of ministry
was opened. Mother Catherine Spalding Ilearning
of motherless little children protected them under
the roof of her own convent home, and later build
orphanages.

The congregation follows the rule of St. Vincent
De Paul with some modifications as the foundation
for the spiritual guidance of the sisters. ln 1910,
the Congregation received its Approbation from
Rome, when it was raised to the rank of Religious
Congregation.

In the past 173 years of activities, the Nazareth
community has spread far beyond the limits of
its native states. Sisters were invited by the Jesuits
of Patna Diocese to begin thier mission work in
Bihar. On the 11th October 1947 six sisters
answered the call to this mission and arrived in
Mokama to serve the Church and God’s people.
These six pioneer women filled with missionary
zeal undaunted by the rigors of the climate,
unknown language and ways of the country went
ahead and conquered the hearts of the people of
their neighbourhood. The Sisters’ multiple acti-
vities embrace every work which falls under the
scope of charity —

* Health care

* Social work

* Education

* (Catechetics, especially in rural areas
* Adult education

Requirements for those who wish to follow
the Lord’s invitation as Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth are:—

* A firm desire to do His will
* Good mental and physical health
* A good basic education
' (at least matric pass)

* A good character
* A good sense of humour

Young women who accept our Lord’s invita-
tion to become Sisters of Charity of Nazareth first
spent some time as candidates. During this time
they learn more about the Congregation and
engage in the study of the English and Hindi
languages, so vital in being a missionary in North
India. If the candidate has only finished high
school, she is sent for at least two years of
college  studies (I°AGT 1. Se.l o1 Com vl ¥Gs)
which is also an academic requirement for entrance
to postulancy. During the one year postulancy
they are further introduced to the principles of
religious life. The two—year novitiate which follows
this stage of formation is the time of preparation
for vows of Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience.

To heal the sick

After the novitiate those who have not yet
received professional training prepare themselves
for their apostolates by undergoing some form of
education. Five years after the first vows the
candidates make their final profession.

Congregational Strength-1985

S 926
India 150
In Formation in India-
Novices 17
Pre-Novices 17
Candidates 14
Our houses of the India Province—
Bihar 16
Nepal 3
Maharashtra 1
Total 20



SISTERS OF CHARITY OF SS. B.
CAPITANIO & V. GEROSA

Nothing was too difficult for Bartolomea Capitanio. Nuns kept
strictly to the cloister in her time, and she herself had been educat-
ed at the Cloister of St. Clare at Lovere, North Italy. But she was
not yet twenty when she envisaged a new Institute of religious
women who would seek perfection in all forms of dedicated service
to the youth, the sick, the poor and needy. Such was in fact the
need of the time in the local church.

The young foundress died in 1833, at the age of twenty-six,
and hardly a year after the foundation of the new Institute. Her
close friend Vincenza Gerosa, who was not so bold by nature but
intrepid in her faith and childlike trust in God, carried on her work.

Today about seven thousand five hundred ‘‘Sisters of Charity’,
known in Italy and elsewhere as ‘‘Sisters of Maria Bambina” (Holy
Child) bear witness to the love of Christ through works of Charity.
They are to be found in Italy, Spain, England and Switzerland,
India, Bangladesh, Burma and Thailand, North and South America,
Africa and Japan.

The Sisters of Charity of SS. B. Capitanio and V. Gerosa work
in hospitals, and orphanages, in schools and homes for the aged, in
prisons and in huts among the poor. Everywhere their motherly
touch is needed to bring hope and comfort is their cloister and their
homes.

Contemplation and action are harmoniously blended through
intelligent loyalty to daily hours of meditation and prayer, apostolic
activity and happy community life. Their life-style is characterised
by simplicity, for they aim at imitating in their lives the charity,
gentleness and humility of Christ in Redeemer. Their ideal is to
be a living sign and expression of God’s own goodness. Their motto
everywhere is KEEP SMILING !

The Sisters of Charity arrived at Krishnagar, Bengal in 1860.
Since then they have opened house in other parts of West Bengal and
in many other states of India.

; They have three houses of formation in India. One is at
Udayarajpur, BARASAT, another in Mangalore, and a third one in
Secunderabad. :

Provincial Superior
Sisters of Charity
14/1 Convent Road
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Calcutta
Apostolic Involvement Novitiate (with 2 phases) 1
Colleges 5 ggcio;’v\l\?dicl;al Work (rural) 3
High Schools 3 e " L)
Honds The vocation of the Sisters of Charity of
ospitals 1 e : SR, : ik
Nazareth is an invitation to unite oneself to
Health Centre 1 Christ i ; : e
ey S rist in his love for His people by performing
Leprosy Clinics . the work of the Congregati
Pastorai 15 Berceanon.
ggztsilsof Studies g For further details write to:
Middle/Primary Schools (S. C. N.) 3 THE VOCATION DIRECTOR
Pre-School (non-S.C.N.) 17 NAZARETH CONVENT
School for Handicapped 3 MOKAMA P. O.
School of Nursing 1 DIST. PATNA - 803302
Dispensaries 5) BIHAR



Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent De Paul

(‘““The Charity of Christ urges us” to reach out to others in LOVE.)

How it all began

Founded in Paris in 1633 by St. Vincent and
St. Louise de Marillac, the Daughters of Charity
were the first uncloistered community in the
church and the first to work directly with the
poor, the sick, the aged and the afflicted.

The community sprang from a nucleus of a
few eager and generous girls who had gathered
together in the home of Louise de Marillac, a
woman of remarkable dynamism and deep spiri-
tual insight. Louise trained these first girls in the
skills of house keeping, nursing and teaching. She
helped them to deepen their life of prayer and
union with God.

These first Sisters were called upon to nurse
the sick at the hospitals of Paris. They looked
after the foundling children left abandoned in the
streets of the city. They visited the prisons and
took care of the poor in their houses which were
often destitute hovels. During the thirty years
war they amazed their contemporaries by going
on to the battle fields to nurse the wounded.

The number of Daughters of Charity conti-
nued to grow. Many houses were opened in France.
Some of the first Sisters were invited to open
houses in Poland, while other houses were opened
in Spain. A tremendous upsurge of growth in the
Company followed the manifestation of the Mira-
culous Medal to St. Catherine Laboure in the
Mother House at Rue du Bae, Paris, in 1830.
From then onwards the community spread rapidly
throughout the world. Today there are 33,000
Daughters of Charity in the five continents.

Women who care

Daughters of Charity are women who care.
They want to bring love and joy into the world.
They are especially concerned about the lives of
the poor and those deprived of human rights.

The call to love and serve others comes from
God. It is He who takes the initiative. A Sister
responds to God by dedicating herself to serving
Him in the person of the poor. In the spirit
of their Founders, St. Vincent de Paul and St.
Lousie de Marillac, the Daughters of Charity are
ready to undertake new and better ways of meet-
ing the needs of the people today. They develop
their own gifts and talents and these they place
at the feet of their fellow men. They are totally
given to God for others..

The Daughter of Charity is a woman for
others. She reaches out to the people in an ever-
growing effort to bring them the tenderness and
healing touch of the Risen Christ.

When a girl responds to Christ’s ecall to
follow Him in the Company of the Daughters of
Charity, she enters the first stage of formation
called the Postulancy. During this time she lives
in the house of the Sisters where she shares the
life, work and vision of the Company. If she
wishes to continue she goes into the noviciate.
Here she is taught how to deepen her union with
God which will inspire her life of charity. She is
invited to listen more attentively to the voice of
Christ and to discover for herself the demands
of her vocation.

Upon completion of the noviciate, the young
Sister is sent on mission. During this period she
lives in one of the houses of the Sisters and is
gradually initiated into the full life and work of
the community.

The Sisters according to their desire and with
the approval of Major Superiors, may pronounce
their vows for the first time between five and
seven years of vocation. The Daughters of Charity
make annual vows only, which they remew each
year on the feast of the Annunciation of the Lord

The Sisters live in community. They plan,
share and work together, having time to see, to
wonder, to celebrate life and to form deep and
lasting friendships. A Sister finds support, accept-
ance and encouragement within the community
and in turn she is generous in giving of herself
to her Sisters.

For the Daughters of Charity Christ is the
centre of their lives. They enjoy His presence in
a geuuine community of prayer which extends
into their service. They also have a special love
for Mary, the only Mother of the Company whom
St. Louise gave them as guardian and protector
of the Little Company.

The Daughters of Charity have one Province
in India, and the Provincial House is in Berham-
pur 760010 Orissa. They serve all types of the
poor who need them.

St. Vincents Provinecial House
Berhampur 760010

Orissa.
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The Poor Clare Colettines of Assisi

The Poor Clares are the echo of a song of joy.
A song that St. Francis of Assisi and his lovely
young contemporary Clare sang. It is a song which
is still sung-the Poor Clares’ song of Gospel life.

Prayer is the heart of the Poor Clare’s Gospel
living. The Poor Clare continues and intensifies
the contemplative mission of the Church in her
daily reciting of the Prayer of the Church, the
Liturgy of the Hours.

A life of penance is the corollary to the life
of prayer; willing penance accelerates the spirit
of the Poor Clare in her quest for God. Fasting,
perpetual abstinance, manual labour and other
penances are performed to this end.

The exterior solitude takes the form known
as Papal enclosure. In their interior solitude,
where they are devoted to prayer they embrace
all mankind and seek to help them more than ever
by prayer.

The life of a Poor Clare is a life lived in
community. They do what any family does which
has to support itself, such as sewing, cooking,
house cleaning, gardening, host-baking. Since all
this work is consecrated to God by vows of
religion, it is part of their adoration and their
work for souls. What the labours of mind and
hand do not provide enough for support, the alms
of the faithful supply. Divine providence is the
security of every Poor Clare monastery.

Poverty holds a central position in the life of
a Poor Clare. Poverty for St. Clare and St. Francis
was a way of life rather than an economic state.
“As strangers and pilgrims in this world, serve
God in Poverty and humility.”

In India, at present there are three Poor
Clare Monasteries. How and when did they land
in India? In answer to the call of Pope Pius XI
in 1932 some Poor Clares of the Reform of St.
Colette left for Pegu, Burma from Besanzon (the
cradle of the Reform). When their monastery had
been built they seemed to have attained their
goal; but they had to go into exile. In 1942, at
the time of the invasion of the Japanese in Burma
they sought refuge in India. The hand of Provi-
dence steered them westward to India, the land
that had down the centuries welcomed refugees
from whichever part they came.

38

They spent some months in Dibrugarh, Calcutta
and Kurseong where they received gracious hospi-
tality from the Sisters of Charity, Loretto Nuns
and the Jesuit Fathers respectively. Then they
went to Kerala State where their brothers in St.
Francis, the Capuchin Fathers in Alwaye readily
vacated their Friary inorder to shelter their
homeless sisters. That today is the Assisi Mo nastery
of the Holy Trinity. This was in 1942.

Since then many Indian girls have joined the
French and the Burmese sisters. In 1954 the
Mother Foundress (French) and five sisters from
Assisi Monastery left India to make a new founda-
tion at Mawnza City in Tanzania in East Africa—
which is now flourishing so that they have made
four new foundations in Bukoba, Songea and
Kigoma.

In 1971 seven sisters from Alwaye Monastery
left to start a new foundation in Panakahalli in
the Diocese of Ottacamund. After five vears the
Monastery actually came into existence and is now
a well established Monastery.

The Poor Clare Colettines of Assisi Monastery
at Alwaye in Kerala, accepted the proposal, though
only in principle at first. Meanwhile, the work for
the new foundation was seriously taken in hand
and the building of the monastery made rapid
progress. MISSIO, the Funding (Aid) agency of
the German Bishops gave the bulk of the funds
while several other benefactors from far and wide
also contributed to it.

At last, after overcoming many difficulties,
when most of the living quarters had been com-
pleted, a small band of four pioneer-sisters from
Assisi Monastery at Alwaye left for the new
foundation on the 13th February, 1978.

On the 19th February they entered their new
home and gradually got settled down in their new
abode. Experiencing the need for more personnel,
they appealed for help to other monasteries of
the same observance. In response to their appeal*
two solemnly professed sisters came to increase
their number, one from Mawnza-Tanzania- Africa
and the other from Panakahalli-India.

After another year, the construction of the
chapel, choir and parlour was completed and the



Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration

Animated by a spirit of love for Christ Who
lives in His Church and is substantially present
in the Holy Eucharist, Mother Mary Claire Bouil-
levaux started our Order on December 8, 1854 in
Paris, France, according to the Rule of the Third
Order of St. Francis of Assisi, in the observance
of her own Constitutions. The incident of the ten
lepers which concludes with the words of our
Lord, ““Were not ten made clean, where are the
other nine?’’ moved her to establish perpetual
thanksgiving in our Order and for this purpose,
nocturnal adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
was introduced in the same convent on May 24,
1856, and on August 2, of the same year the first
solemn Exposition was held at their new convent
at Troyes. This date marks the beginning of our
perpetual adoration in 1859 the community acce-
pted the contemplative life and the enclosure.

In April 1871 Mother Mary Morawska of the
Cross with six companions left Troyes to make a
foundation in Poland. They lived in Prussian-
Poland for two years, but due to religious per-
secution they moved to Lemberg on October 27,
1873, where they adopted the Rule of the Second
Order of St. Francis. The Constitutions were
approved by Pope Leo XIII on September 10,

1889 and on June 12, 1912 Pope Pius X granted
to our Order the privilege of Solemn Vows and
Papal Enclosure.

On July 12, 1898 from Lembery a Foundation
was made in Vienna, Austria, from where the
first American monastery was founded in Cleve-
land, Ohio, in 1921. This monastery established
our Order in India, Dakha, East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh) in 1933. Mother Mary Clare Urban
(American) and Mother Mary Therese Ayluparam-
pil (Keralite) brought our Order to the South,
where the Rt. Rev. Jerome Fernandes DD. Bishop
of Quilon welcomed them and where a monastery
was opened on May 31, 1946. At the invitation of
His Grace, Mar Antony Padiyara, DD., then Bi-
shop of Ootacamund, the year 1958 found Mother
Mary Clare in Kottagiri, Nilgiris, where the
monastery was inaugurated on August 31. This
monastery — Trinity Cenacle — Nedumkunnam, is
the off-shoot of the one in Kotagiri, with Mother
Mary Michaeline Kraus as its Foundress, which
was also opened at the request of His Grace, Mar
Antony Padiyara, DD., now Archbishop of Chan-
ganacherry, on October 15, 1973. At present there
are five monasteries of our Order in India and one
in Bangladesh.

set—up for Enclosure was now ready. On the 19th
March, 1979, the new bishop of Dumka‘ MSGC
Telespore blessed and inaugurated the monastery.
He Christained it as St. Joseph’s Monastery and
established the enclosure. The Canonical erection
took place on the 14th December.

The Novitiate wing which was waiting to be
constructed due to lack of fonds was completed
with the generosity of the German Bishops, the
zeal and fervour of Rev. Fr. A. Savona and the
meticulous work of Br. Virendra S. J. The Most

- > Mother Abbess Mother Abbess
Assisi Monastery

Alwaye 683 101, Kerala.

Pariyar Dist.
Tamil Nadu

Poor Clare, Colettines
Panakahalli P. O.
Talavadi 638461

Rev. Telespore Toppo, Archbishop of Ranchi
blessed the wing on 21st July, 1985.

The sisters wish to convey their gratitude to
all their benefactors who have helped them with
prayers and generous contributions.

Those generous souls inspired and enlightened
by the LORD to follow this way of Enclosed
Contemplative life may write for further informat-
ion to any of the following addresses:—

Mother Abbess
St. Joseph’s Monastery
of Poor Clares
Dumka-Dudhani
Bihar 841 101
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Our Order is an Institute of the contemplative
life (cloistered) consisting of autonomous mona-
steries directly subject to the Holy See. In each
monastery there are also Extern Sisters who are
not bound by the Vow of Enclosure and who
serve outside the cloister. They participate in the
life of the community as fully as their particular
duties permit, living the same spirit and sharing
the same apostolate. Our Franciscan Charism is at
once contemplative and apostolic, The contempla-
tive life is led in solitude and silence, in constant
prayer and ready penance, dedicating our life to
perpetual adoration of our Lord Jesus Christ in
the Most Blessed Sacrament. Our apostolic life is
more spiritual than active. ‘““The sisters who are
totally dedicated to contemplation offer to God a
choice sacrifice of praise, throw lustre on the
people of God by their abundant fruits of holi-
ness, inspire them by their example and through
a hidden yet apostolic fruitfulness cause this
people to grow.” (Perfectae Caritatis N.7). This is
what we are trying fo do by fulfilling our mission
of prayer and sacrifice, thus sustaining all the
people of God and in particular the work of our
Holy Father, our Archbishop, priests, religious,
civil authorities and our families. Missionaries are
also especially included in our spiritual apostolate.
Our benefactors, on whose liberality we survive,
and the intentions recommended to our prayers
are daily remembered before our Eucharistic Lord.

By the renunciation of the goods of this
world, the sisters truly become pilgrims and str-

-angers in this world and casting aside all care

and solicitude for this world, they live in free-
dom of heart, ever enjoying the peace of the
Lord.

Our chief aim is perpetual adoration of the
Most Blessed Sacrament solemnly exposed on our
altar. We take turns for adoration day and
night. Our hours of prayer are interspersed with
hours of domestic duties and also with some
handiwork as a means of sustenance, though for
the greater part we depend on the charity spon-
taneously given by generous benefactors. United
in. mind and heart, we all share the material
things in common and contribute our share also in
all household work, no matter what it be, as
members of one family.

Those who wish to enter our Holy Order,
should be free from legitimate impediments, be
moved by a right intention and qualified to fulfil
the obligations of religion. They should have a
desire to live a hidden life in the shadow of the

Sanctuary, since the cloistered life involves the
Vow of Enclosure, besides the three Vows of Obe-
dience, Poverty and Chastity. They should be
sufficiently healthy. They should pass at least the
tenth standard. Let not girls with higher quali-
fication hesitate to dedicate their talents to the
service of God. They are expected to pay for
their trousseau and personal necessities. They
may also bring a dowry according to their means,
but none will be excluded for the lack of it. (The
dowry is deposited in the Bank and becomes the
property of the community only after one’s death)
A health report has to be filled out by a doctor
who examines the candidate. From girls who wish
to join as Extern Sisters, the same is expected
as from those who join the cloister, with the
exception that they are not bound to the Vow of
Enclosure.

After a period of pre-postulancy, the Postu-
lancy starts which lasts for a year and then
follows a novitiate of two years after which the
novice makes her first temporary profession. After
six years of temporary profession follows the
Solemn (Final) profession.

A Sister who enters our Holy Order from any
Active Congregation, in which she has made Per-
petual Vows, makes a Novitiate of one year after
which she spends two years in the community.
During this time she decides whether she will
make her Solemn Profession in our Holy Order.
Otherwise, she may return to her own rank in
her Congregation.

Dear young ladies, if the Lord calls you to
His service, do not hesitate! If vou are 18 years
of age or more, come and let us share together a
poor and simple Gospel way of life. The 24 of us
in the Trinity Cenacle, will welcome you with
love! Do not bother to what State in India and
to what Rite in the Church you belong; all are
equally welcome to this House of God. Our dear
Lord wishes to have Him enthroned on many
more Eucharistic Thrones, where wvirginal souls
will adore Him day and night. This can be made
possible only if you come and swell our number !

Adoration Monastery,
Chelacombu P. O. 686 540
Via Karukachal, Kottayam Dt.

Kerala State.



KURISUMALA ASHRAM

Khristiya Sannyasa Samaj

Kurisumala was conceived in 1955, at Santi-
vanam, near Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu, to nurture
a pioneering Experiment in India a monastic life
truly Indian and truly Christian, conducted by

Fathers J. Monchanin and H. Lesaux, at the time.-

of our association with them. It was from there
that we came to Kerala in 1956. The young off-
shoot had a quicker development than the mother
tree. From its very humble beginning, Kurisu-
mala was raised to the status of an Independent
Oriental Monastery. The founders, Francis Acharya,
a Belgian Cistercian, and Bede Griffiths, an Eng-
lish Benedictine, became Oriental monks under
Zacharias Mar Athanasios, Metropolitan of Thiru-
valla, the second see of the Syro-Malankara Church
in India. Their association was strengthened the
following year when they were joined by two sons
of the soil who came to them from their semi-
nary. Their main concern was to raise a monastic
community drawing its pattern of life and prayer
from the Oriental tradition of Christianity, that
of the Churches of Asia, as well as from the very
rich monastic heritage of India. The Christian
Oriental monastic tradition had been chosen by
the western monks because it was felt to be closer
to the indigenous forms of monasticism, and would
therefore lend itself more naturally to the assi-
milation of the ascetical and contemplative heri-
tage of India.

Growth and Expansion

Thus in Lent 1958 the little batch of four
settled down on land generously offered to them
for a monastery, on the more grassy slopes of
Kurisumala, a rocky peak of the Sahya Mountains
of the Western Ghats, which had been a place of
pilgrimage for Christians for almost a century.
In spite of the almost inaccessible wilderness and
mountainous solitude the small group soon, felt
that they were striking roots. The original palm
leaf hut gave place to a low stone building com-
prising a small Church, community quaters with
library, and later individual rooms for sannyasis,
together with a proper guest house with safsang
hall, and also sheds for the cattle farm from which
they drew their livelihood. These buildings were
necessitated by the increase of the community
which had grown within three years to fifteen
members, sadhakas, brahmacharis and sannyasis, the
three grades of monastic membership found both
.in the Indian and Christian Oriental traditions.
The present number is twenty. In fact they do
not wish to exceed this number. Whenever it is
reached an offshoot must be sent to some other
place. During the last seventeen years seven such
offshoots have come up:

Saccidananda Ashram, Tiruchirapalli, T. N., 1968
Thirumala Ashram, Cape Comorin, Kottar
Diocese, T. N., 1970

Francis Acharya

Chayalpadi Ashram, Nilackel, Arch-diocese of
Trivandrum, Kerala, 1972
Khrist Panthi Ashram, Varanasi, U. e 1975
Bethany Colony, Baptala, Guntur Diocese,
Andhra Pradesh, 1977
Dhyana Ashram, Battery Diocese, Kerala, 1980
Satya Deepam Ashram, Narasapura, Bangalore
Archdiocese, Karnataka, 1983

These ashrams are established under the leader-
ship and responsibility of outgoing sannyasis. They
are not branches depending on a central author-
ity, which would result in the creation of a new
religious congregation. The founding sannyasi is
expected to become the acharya or guru. Canoni-
cally such offshoots come under the local bishop
who comes forward to sponsor it. Kurisumala thus
finds itself at the centre of the Khristya Sannyasa
Samaj, a federation of ashrams which brings to-
gether like-minded sannyasis and ashrams, esta-
blished in the form of basic communities of simple
life, in prayer and work, rather than the tradi-
tional type of christian monastery. They do not
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wish to transplant in India any of the western
monastic orders. In a Gandhian spirit they seek
their identity as local churches, and have opted
deliberately for freedom from western sponsors
determined to be self-supporting—Gandhi’s sva-
deshi - and hoping to spread the monastic life in
the variety of all charisms and forms acceptable
to India and to the Church.

Monasticism Syrian and Indian at Kurisumala

We did not find much of a living monastic
tradition in the Syrian Churches of Kerala. This
may well have been providential, as the call we
had heard was to dedicate our lives to the inser-
tion of Christian monasticism into the monastic
tradition of India. We were encouraged to this
when Mar Athanasios himself, instead of giving us
the black robe and gown, which he wore himself
as a Syrian monk, clothed us in the simple saffron
robe and shawl of the hindu sannyasi. Starting as
we did, quite anew, in a mountainous wilderness,
it was easy for us to adopt the simple life style
of ashrams in India. We were already accustomed
to a purely vegetarian diet and we used to go on
barefoot. Having no furniture it was only natural
to sit on the floor, ever for our meals. We took
food with the hand and slept on a mat. All this,
we are happy to say, was never felt like an
extreme form of asceticism. It has been an expe-
rience ofrfeedom, adding also beauty to the

simplicity of our life of prayer, study and work —
five hours for each — as a community, while keep-
ing us in conformity with local customs. We came
to realize this very soon when lasting and mutual-
ly enriching relationships were created, quite
spontaneously, with other Hindu ashrams and
sannyasis. More so even when one of them, Swami
Dharmananda Giri made his abode with us, shar-
ing our life, living like one of us, during the
best part of the last seven years of his pilgrimage
here on earth.

Liturgy and Contemplation

It was through the celebration of the liturgy
that we were led to discover the riches of the
Syrian monastic = tradition. First it gave us a
foundation both biblical and oriental. Syrian prayer
is thoroughly rooted in the religious experience
of the Bible and literally woven out of biblical
material. And yet it is the Bible with a differ-
ence. The great biblical themes both of the Old
and New Testaments are meditated in the light
of a developing theology. But a theology of
monks, poets theologians, who lived the mysteries
they contemplated and sang. Coming from the
Western tradition which excels in clarity, brevity
and dogmatic definitions, we discovered that the
pregnant and suggestive imagery of Ephrem and
his school was now bringing us closer to the
spiritual realities and more fruitfully. We felt as
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Deen Bandu Samaj (D.B.S)

The Deen Bandu Samaj was founded on 29th June, 1976 by
Mar Paulinus Jeerakath at Konta, of Jagdalpur diocese. 1t is a pious
association started to bear witness to Christ, the poor and humble
through the service and love of its members. At present, the associa-
tion has 25 professed members working in 5 stations of the diocese

Viz; Konta, Chintgarh, Koppuguda,

Bacheli and Gangaloor. Reyv.

Fr. Thomas Maniekam is the director of the Samaj and Rev. Sr. Mary

Trese is the superior general.

Being a religious community in its

infancy, it keeps up its ideals and strives its best through helping
the needy, nursing the sick, teaching the illiterate and visiting the poor.

returning to our own, as when the greatest Poet
of all made the hearts of his two dejected dis-
ciples catch fire again and burn within them
until they recognized him at the breaking of the
bread.

Monastic Life and Inter-Religious Dialogue

As we had adopted the life style of our Hindu
brothers and secured the sources of our monastic
life in the Bible, Fathers and Liturgy, we Left
prompted to dialogue with the Hindu tradition.
This had become since Vatican II a new task of
the Church.

“The Church is aware of the gigantic task for
her to be accomplished. Tn order to be able
to offer to the followers of the great religions
of the world the mystery of salvation, she
must become part of these people ... She must
be familiar with their national and religious
traditions, for the same motive which led
Christ to bind himself with his people in
Palestine.”

While this dialogue began for us with the study
of Hinduism, it led us “to gladly and reverently
lay bare the seeds of the word” hidden in the
spiritual heritage of India. “Religious institutes
should study how they can assimilate the ascetic
and contemplative traditions planted by God him-
self even before the preaching of the Gospel”.
Along all these years this search has animated
many an evening safsang, when we gather to sing
bhajans and kirtans and meditate in the upasana
tradition: sravana, manana, nididhyasana on these
«Indian classics of the spiritual life: the Vedic
Hymns, the Upanishads and the Bhagavad Gita.
As we came to discover the deep affinities, often
astonishing, of this spiritual tradition with that
of our own prophets, psalmists and sages, we
could insert some of these hymns in the weekly
celebration of the economy of salvation. Such a
bold step was recently encouraged by Rome when
we were given an award for the publication of

our prayer now in its third volume under the
title, ‘“‘Prayer with the Harp of the Spirit.”
While we celebrate the Crown of the Year, Sun-
days, Feast days and Holy Seasons, in the splen-
dour of the Antiochean Pengitho, also published
in English translation, on-aliturgical days, that is,
days with no particular mystery, we have been
celebrating for the last ten years an Indian Rite
Eucharist first celebrated at the National Seminar
at Bangalore, in 1969, on Church in India today.
While such an Indian rite may be premature in
parishes, in our own ashrams it fits beautifully
with our way of life and is equally appreciated
by guests who come here for retreat and for
sharing our life.

By all this we do not claim to have any
great achievements to our credit. On the con-
trary we are very much aware of our limitations
and deficiencies and also of the weight of age old
customs and conservatism prevailing in our midst
and all around us. But in spite of this we feel
drawn powerfully, from inside, to a life rooted
in the spiritual heritage of India, linking us, on
one hand to the ancient Syrian Churches and on
the other hand to Indian sannyasa. We do not
believe, as some might think, that this is an
unholy marriage. As already mentioned, our re-
vered bishop and founder, Zacharias Mar Athana-
sios did not clothe us in his own monastic gar-
ment, but in that of the Hindu sannyasi. And
Mar Ivanios himself, as his sons of Bethany have
written, “As a Jacobite intended his Bethany
monks to be very monastic and Hindu in their
asceticism. But after the reunion, the lack of
diocesan clergy together with influences from the
western religious groups, diverted it from its
original aim...”” It is our humble yet ardent ambi-
tion that Kurisumala and the Khristiya Sannyasa
Samaj may now rejoice his heart, as pursuing the
task he had set before himself.

Francis Acharya,
Kurisumala Ashram
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Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary

Our Congregation was founded by Mother
Ascension Nicol in 1918 working in the jungles of
the vast Amazon. Since then we have been lighting
small lamps in Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Chile,
Guatemala, Colombia, Macao, Formosa: Philli-
pines, Australia, Azores, Mozambique, Zaire,
Angola, Cameroon, Puerto Rico, the Dominican
Republic and, last but not least, India.

We came to India in December, 1954. With
small humble beginnings we began work in the
slums of Gomtipur, then slowly spread to Balasinor,
Baroda, Zarola, Ghatkopar (Bombay). Presently,
we are 26 Professed Sisters, 6 Novices and 4
Aspirants. Our Novitiate House is in Baroda. The
main areas of our work include the following:

1. The Apostolate of healing:

In keeping with our charism and aptitudes,
we run small dispensaries including a nursing
home. Most of our patients in these health centres
are the underprivileged in the villages of Balasinor,
Zarola and in the slums of Gomtipur, Baroda and
Ghatkopar. This work gets us in touch with the
families and how they become victims of an
immense structure of exploitation at every level.
The process of healing is therefore beyond
medicines.

2. Education:

Though we have no formal educational stru-
ctures, we run a Parish school at Balasinor and a
number of non-formal education programmes for
children and women particularly. The significant
ones are “‘Balwadis” (for pre-school going children).
Typing classes, stitching class (recognized by the
Government), Health education for women through
Mahila Mandals and other similar programmes.
The main reason for these forms of education is
that many, in fact the majority of the poor with
whom we work cannot afford an education in the
present system. Hence many of our educational
programmes are geared to generating income,
to creating an awareness for a better world.

3. Community building:

One of our thrusts that doesn’t provide much
tangible results is organizing communities. We
believe that division among the poor is a major

block to development. These are quasi conscientiza-
tion programmes that are aimed at organizing a
community so that some joint cooperative effort
can be initiated by them in their first steps to
maintain their identity, self-respect, and hopefully
become self-reliant.

4. Socio—economic programmes

This is a broad label for the wvarious employ-
ment based activities. In Zarola for instance, we
are trying to organize a ‘“‘beedi’’ making coopera-
tive, in Ghatkopar we have provisions for self
employment with the banks so that young entre-
preneurs may blossom. In Gomtipur, we have
St. Mary's Mahila Shikshan Kendra, a women’s
organization that produces Third World Handi-
crafts for the national and the overseas market.

There are many programmes and activities
we run in the environments where we work. But
perhaps our greatest joy and satisfaction is not
so much the success we have achieved and
encountered but in our common search for a just
order, in our common struggle for a better planet
to live on.

And so, as we keep lighting small lamps we
work and live with silent prayer of hope in our
hearts ‘“Thy kingdom Come”. As Jesus told his
first friends we have just one message for you,
“Come and See’.

For further details please contact:

The Vocation Promoter

Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary
8 Santoknagar

Navayard

Channi Road

Baroda 390002



Sisters of Our Lady of Fatima (F. S.)

This Congregation was founded by Fr. Francis Kroot. — M. H. M.
under the patronage of Archbishop J. Colgan of Madras at Bellary in
1896, as the Missionaries of ‘St. Francis Xavier’.

The Novitiate and Mother House were shifted to Poona on
July 16, 1951 after the Decree of transfer was issued by Bishop
Andrew D’souza on March 25, 1951 and the title was changed to
‘Sisters of OQur Lady of Fatima’, since at that time devotion to Our
Lady of Fatima was becoming popular in India and the spirit of Our
Congregation would be more aptly expressed through this name.
The Congregation obtained a Decree of erection on 15th Dec., 1970
and was raised to a Pontifical Right on 18th March, 1982.

The special aim and Charism of Our Congregation is to work
for the spreading of Our Lord’s message of love, by means of Cate-
chetical, Social Educational, Parochial and other works of Charity,
with special preference for the poorer classes of Society, living in
accordance with the Spirit of the Fatima Message: a life of intense
praver and self sacrifice.

As a community of consecrated women, we are profoundly
part of this world. In it, we continue to lead a God-oriented life
as contemplatives in action, continuing steadfastly in prayer and
offering our very selves to God as a loving Sacrifice dedicated and
fit for His acceptance. It is love that moves us to spend our lives in
the service of others.

Our principal patron is Our Lady of Fatima, and the Secondary
patrons are; St. Francis Xavier and St. Theresa of the Child Jesus.

Fatima Convent
Fatima Nagar
Pune - 411 013.
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~ Franciscan Missionary Brothers

In the history of the church at various
periods there were many great holy men who set
out to do certain unique things in the world.
They were men of vision and charisms. They had
a message to their contemporaries. It was Gods
message they presented in a new light with a new
dimension. It attracted all those around them and
those who were convinced of their teachings
placed themselves at their feet. It is here, one
witnesses the genesis of new organisations. In the
church we can pin-point a number of such organis-
ations established by men who were led by the
spirit of God. Holy men like St. Benedict, St. Bruno,
St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. Francis and a host of
other such saints whose teachings have come to
stay in the minds of men. They have opened a
new path not only to their contemporaries but also
to the succeeding generations.

Now coming to the inception of the congre-
gation of the Franciscan missionary Brothers, we
can trace the same similarities. It had a definite
vision when it was established by our Founder,
late Brother Paulose Mortiz. Though he was born
in an affluent family in Germany he was filled with
the spirit of God and love for souls and set himself
for the services of God. He started for India with
a group of youngmen in the early periods of this
century. They landed in this land of sages and
began to preach and help the missionaries at
Lahore and neighbouring regions. Their works were
appreciated by local Bishops and priests. As a
community of young men dedicated to the cause
of Jesus, was always found to be exemplary and
imitable. With the assistance of the Nagpur Bishop
Brother Paulose established the Congregation of
the Missionary Brothers of St. Francis of Assisi
and it was canonically erected on 21st February
1901. As the members extended their activities
more houses were established at various parts of
North India. Very Rev. Brother Paulose, with the
assistance of his co-frairs established our Mother
house and Novitiate of the society at Kandua in
Nagapur Diocese. In the meantime the Sacred
Congregation of the Propaganda de Fiede recogni-
sed their activities as pioneer missionaries and
approved the congregation as pontifical on 11th
January 1921. It was aggregated to the Third Order
Regular in Rome on 6th September 1925.
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Today the congregation upholds her rich
inheritance of its -predecessors mnot only in her
charism but also in her very nature. Her specific
role as pioneer missionaries and successors of our
beloved founder Brother Paulose Mortiz continues
to be cherished in all the spirit and dynamism.
The sacrificing spirit of the members in the mission
have made rapid progress in their apostolate.
More than 30 houses were established in different
parts of India at various ecclesiastical units by the
founder himself. Nearly ten houses were opened
in Kerala alone. Due to our pioneer apostolate in
North Indian Regions some of them have been
made dioceses like Krishananagar, Binajpur and
Indore. During the same period we had established
houses in Rome, West Germany and Switzerland
and later in South American Countries like Bolivia
and Paraquay. When our activities began to spread
far and wide our Mother House was shifted to
Mount Poinsur, Bombay and our novitiate to
Kotagiri. Today we work over 30 dioceses sprinkled
over more than 40 houses in India. There are three
provinces and one Region in India and one
Province in South America and one region each
in Sri Lanka and Region in Europe.

As a missionary congregation our activity
does not confine to the conversion of souls alone.
we give equal importance to the welfare of the
total man. We keep in mind that the church in
India is for the poor and the rural masses from
the bulk of our population. Though we have ad-
vanced much in many things the children from
the economically backward as well as the orphans
are always at a disadvantage with regard to their
education. Realising this need we have established
a number of orphanages in various parts of India.
More than 1500 children are under our protection
and guidance. We give priority not only for
their education but also in skill training in our
techinical schools which provides them employment
opportunity to build up their career.

Another important field of our apostolate is
education. Though education has been univer-
salised, it has not yet reached the common man
in remote villages. Understanding this vital role
of education we have opened a number of schools
in village areas and a few schools in urban areas.
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Institute of Foreign Mission Sisters

(Missions Estranger)

The Institute of Foreign Missions was founded in 1931, in
France by a member of the Foreign Mission’s Fathers. He was a

missionary in India (Mysore).

At present the Foreign Missionary

Sisters work in France, Japan, Argentina and India. In India we
are 21 professed sisters- and seven novices. Those would like to
obtain further information about our Congregation please contact:

R. H. Rural Centre
605101, Auroville Post
South Arcot DCT.
South India.

Thousands of children quench their thirst for
knowledge through the dedicated service of the
Brothers.

One important aspect of our success in our
missionary apostolate is inculturation and adapta-
tion of Indian spirituality. We understand the
need of a spiritually sound man in the mission
field. The life of a missionary Brother is a testi-
mony of his call. The amazing success in our
mission field evidently shows our witnessing aspect
of our apostolate. Christ asked of all christians
“to go and teach all nations and make them
disciples.”” Just like our beloved Founder Brother
Paulose Mortiz, we too have. taken this message
to heart and are moving ahead for greater
glorification of God by evangelisation. As missio-
nary Brothers we understand, that our vocation
is a sign post placed by God himself in the midst
of his people. Our Founder has opened a new path
for his successors and we too have listened to it

and are driven by its spirit. The legacy that he
has handed over to us always will be kept aflame.
Let it over shine and diffuse its light to all those
who approach it. Let his dedicated life continue
to remind us all of his love and zeal for souls
and for the mother church.

Please Contact for Further Information:

The Vocation Promoter,
Assisi Bhavan
Asokapuram P. O.
ALWAYE
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Congregation of the Franciscan Hospitaller Sisters of the Immaculate

Conception (CONEHIC)

Our Congregation was founded in Portugal in
1871, God mindful of the needs of His people,
raises up, at opportune times, instruments to help
fulfil His designs and accomplish His will. So, this
Religious Family came into being, for the purpose
of dedicating itself to the service of all in need,
of any kind, especially the poor and more needy,
for the love of God, and to witness to Christ in
joy and simplicity.

The history of our Congregation is the experi-
ence of God of our Founders who listened to the
facts of the “here’” and ‘“‘now’” in which they
lived the inspirations of the Spirit and welcomed
them as.children of St. Francis, after the example
of Mary, hostess of the Word.

Taking St. Francis of Assisi as their Model,
the Sisters follow Christ in His poverty and
simplicity. They commit themselves before God,
before the Church, and before the Congregation,

to observe the Gospel in the manner of St. Francis
of Assisi.

The ideal of the Franciscan Hospitaller Sisters
of the Immaculate Conception, has ever been, to
give a joyous witness of their total consecration
to God, generously being available to their more
needy brethren, according to the spirit of the
Beatitudes and their specific Charism: Hospitality.

Franciscan:

As Franciscans, they procure to be faithful to
the spirit of St. Francis who lived evangelical
poverty and humility, and knew how to be a
brother and a minor, to every man without
distinction.

Hospitaller:

As Hospitallers, they receive and serve every-
one, after the example of their Founders:
Fr. Raimundo dos Anjos Beirao and Mother Clare
of the Infant Jesus, whose charity was truly
universal. '

Sisters:

As Sisters, they live in community, in com-
munion of spirit, of life and of goods.

Immaculate Conception:

Under the patrounage of the Immaculate Con-
ception, they have a filial confidence in their
Heavenly  Mother.
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CONFHIC came to birth on Indian soil, in
the designs of Providence, at the request, on 6th
June, 1885, of D. Antonio Sebastiao Valente,
Archbishop of Goa, (later made Patriarch of the
East Indies). to the Apostolic Nuncio, and to the
Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon, Portugal, for three
Franciscan Hospitaller Sisters to take over the
care and education of the girls in the Colegio da
Sta. Casa do Misericordia, Panjim, Goa, though
it was not until the 24th of May, 1886, that the
Sisters actually set foot in Goa. The Congregation
of the Franciscan Hospitaller Sisters of the
Immaculate Conception is a Congregation of Ponti-
fical Right with its seat of government in Portugal.
It follows the Rule of the Third Order Regular
of St. Francis of Assisi. Its Co-Founders were
Fr. Raimundo dos Anjos Beirao and Mother Clara
do Menino Jesus, two great, really charismatic
and holy souls, aflame with the charity of God,
and the ardent desire to relieve, comfort, uplift,
and assist everyone in any kind of need.

The Sisters are engaged in a diversity of acti-
vities, doing good wherever they can, like their
Master, who went about doing good.

— In our Schools, we teach our students to read
and write and to be good citizens of tomorrow.

— In our Hospitals, we nurse the sick, especially
the more needy, bringing them comfort and
consolation.

~ In our Orphanages [ Creches, we care for
abandoned, handicapped and homeless children.

— In our Homes for the Aged, we look after the
old, specially those who are neglected and poor.

— In our Mission Centres, we proclaim Christ and
the Good News, more explicity. We have 31
houses in India under the following categories
15 Schools, 3 Hospitals, 2 Home for the aged,
1 Creche, 9 Mission and other Social Services,
a House of Formation (Noviciate) and Admini-
strative office (Provincialate)

In India, these services, are carried out in the
States of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa, Daman,
Nagar Haveli, Tamilnadu, Karnataka and Uttar
Pradesh.

Our Formation House is in Goregaon —Bombay,
where young girls, desirous of dedicating them-
selves completely to Christ, and having opted



Franciscans of St. Mary of the Angels

The Cohgrégagié}i' of the Franciscan Sisters of St. Mary of the
Angels (SMA) rhegan  in Amgers. France; in:1871: The Sisters dedicate
themselves to living the ‘Gospel of Jesus Christ in the Spirit of Mary
and Francis of Assisi with joy, simplicity and open-heartedness.
Eucharistic adoration is the source and-centre of their spiritual and

missionary life throughout the world, specially in India,

HE NEEDS YOU,. sy.4iaic:

—to adore Him' in" the Eucharist

— to spread the Good News

~ to educate the young

— to care for the sick and aged

- to serve the poor and unwanted

- to work for rural uplift

—to look after the lepers

— to involve in pastoral activities ........
S. M. A. welcomes anyone who possesses :

— right motivation

~a capacity to love and serve

—a willingness to sacrifice oneself continually

— an ability to live and work in community

—sound physical and mental health :

— average intellectual fiitness

Those desiring to have more information may

please contact:
Sister Provincial,
St. Mary’s Convent,
MHOW (M. P.)
453 441
OR

Sister Superior,

St. Mary’s Convent,

Karumathur P. O.

Madurai (DT.)

TAMIL NADU
626 573

for our way of life, are helped to grow, through Formation House :

personal prayer and other spiritual exercises;
and through study, work, living together, etc.,
. to be of service to the Church at large. After a
period of training they take the Vows of Obe-
dience, Poverty, and Chastity, thus following

Christ, Who was obedient, poor and chaste. Provincialate

Girls of at least 18 years of age, with the
minimum qualification of Standard XII, the basic
human qualities, right motivation and physical
and mental health, are admitted to the Formation

House.

Generalate

St. Joseph CONFHIC
Training Institute,

Pahadi Estate, Goregaon —
Bombay 400 063. Phone-686762
The CONFHIC Provincialate,

Mount Mary Convent, Bandra,
Bombay 400 050. Phone-6422036

The CONFHIC Generalate,
Rua das Janelas Verdes, 43,
1200 - Lisbon, Portugal.
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The Congregation of the Franciscan Sisters of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (Quilon)

The congregation of the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary was founded in Pondichery in the year 1844. On July
26th 1907, the then Bishop of Quilon, brought a community of Sisters
from there to Kanjirakode in Quilon Diocese, with the view of de-
veloping the congregation in the diocese, His Excellency the Delegate
Apostolic effected the division of the congregation.

By the Grace of God the Almighty the congregation entered in
to various spheres of activity for the greater glory of God. Now it
has remarkably grown and spread in to eleven dioceses and has become
a flourishing congregation having 36 convents and over 386 sisters,
15 novices 23 postulants; dispersed in six states of India. It has
started spreading to foreign countries, with 12 sisters working in
Berlin, Germany.

We are a religious family existing in the people of God, and
fused together with the people of God, into the mystery of Salvation.
Our vocation is to participate in the holiness and salvific mission of
the church as Franciscans of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

We are dedicated to the service of the Church in the poor and
bear witness to the love Christ had for the poor. We are specially
committed to education and thus we prepare responsible and mature
citizens for the country and members of the Church.

As Franciscans we espouse according to our charism, different
forms of apostolate in the Church. We are especially dedicated to the
service of the poor and education of children. We are also committed
to serve the aged, destitute and children, to evangelization and mis—
sion work and other welfare activities. We accept any other form of
apostolate as demanded by the Church in particular circumstances
and thus we share in the redemptive mission of Christ and bring
His salvific love to men.

We zealously and effectively co—operate with the local church
clergy, other religious and lay association to promote apostolic acti-
vities. The aim of our apostolic activity is to promote and encourage
true joy in the world since joy is the sweet aroma of all virtues.
Family spirit is the very characteristic of our congregation.



Little Daughters of St. Francis Xavier

Gujarat mission was started in the 1893. Young missionaries
were full of zeal to spread the good mews to the people of villages.
Many families were accepting the Catholic religion. Among men and
young boys priests had no problems were able to chatechise them
very smoothly but for the ladies it was not so easy, because of the
backwardness of the society. Who will reach to these ladies, question
remained.

Anand was the centre for the activities. Daughters of the
cross was the only convent at that time. They were running an
orphanage, and school and were going out to the villages. Some Guja-
rati young girls were attracted towards their life, seeing how they
are toiling for the love of God. These girls too thought why they
could not follow their steps. They spoke to Rev. Fr. Grou who was
very much interested in the life of the Gujarati girls because at that
time women’s condition was very miserable. He thought if some girls
would join sisterhood, their lives would be useful to spread the King-
dom of God in Gujarat.

Some of the priests thought of these girls and tried to open a
Diocesan congregation. So Rev. Fr. Villolnga S. J. who was Ecclesi-
astical superior of Ahmedabad told Rev. Fr. Suria who was the
Superior of Anand to ask Rome for the direction and permission.
Rome granted the request and Rev. Fr. Villolnga received the sanction
in 1935.

1936 July 31 with four girls started the new congregation called
by name Little Daughters of St. Francis Xavier. It’s main charism
is to chatechise the women and girls. Side by side for the better-
ment of the women, educational and social aspects are also our
second motive.

At present we have ten convents all over Gujarat. Systa-
matically we wvisit the families and villages. We conduct several
courses for the women, young girls and children, such as bible classes,
retreats, sodalities, marriage encounter, counselling etc. Also we
conduct tailoring, typing: embroydery and cooking classes. We teach
in the Parish School.

At present we are altogether seventy sisters, nine novices and
two postulants, we are from one Gujarati community the growth is
therefore very slow we are at the same time trying for other commu-
nities and to go to other states. God may help us in our efforts.
This is our prayer.
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Third Order Reqular (T.OR) Franciscans

~ (Province of St. Thomas the Apostle)

History

The Third Order Regular traces its origin to
the time of St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) who,
besides the Order of Friars Minor (O.F.M.) and
the Order of Poor Clares, founded for his other
followers an Order (Third Order), the members of
which were initially known as the ‘“‘Penitents of
Assisi.”” These included both regulars and seculars.
As for guidance, they received a “‘norm of life”
in the year 1210 from Francis and the approved
Rule of the Church in 1221. The Regulars had
been living a ‘“‘regular’ or religious life charac-
terized by the observance of the three vows, pro-
fession of the Thrid Rule and common living in
small hermitages or communities dedicated to
works of mercy. In the year 1447, Pope Nicholas
V united some sixty of these communities of male
religious and grouped them under one Minister
General. The headquarters of the Order at Cosmas
and Damian in Rome dates back to 1512.

Fraternal get-together

The recent history of the Order in India be-
gins with the establishment of a mission among the
Santal tribals by the American province in 1938,

with Bhagalpur as headquarters. In the year 1956

the mission territory of Bhagalpur was bifurcated
from Patna diocese, creating a:Prefecture Aposto-
lic, which was later made a diocese in 1965 with
Rt. Rev. Urban McGarry, T.O.R. as its first bi-
shop. With the increase of personal and apostolic
work, the T.O. R. vice-province of India was
raised to a province in 1971.

At present the Order has nearly one thousand
members, distributed in eight provinces (five

52

provinces in Europe, two in the U.S.A. and one
in India) and in three vice-provinces (Brazil,
S. Africa and Sri Lanka) and mission territories
of Mexico, Peru and Paraguay.

Administration

The life and apostolate of the friars is gover-
ned by the Constitutions of the Order and the
Statutes of the province. The planning and admi-
nistration of the activities of the province are
directed by the provincial, his vicar and four
councilors. They are assisted by a plenary council
constituted of members from various ministries
of the province.

Orientation

Under the patronage of St. Thomas the Apo-
stle, who brought the light of faith to our land,
the Indian Province is dedicated to the spreading
of Christ’s Kingdom to all. Like St. Francis of
Assisi, their founder, the T.O.R. Franciscans
want to sow the seed of love where there is hat-
red, peace where there is strife, joy where there

Reception into the Community



Religious of the Good
Shepherd

The International Congregation of the Good Shepherd was
founded in the year 1835 in France, by St. Mary Euphrasia. Having
received her inspiration from the Gospel, she named her Congregation
after Jesus the Good Shepherd.

Walking in the footsteps of this Good Shepherd, she imbibed a
spirit of compassionate Love which sought after girls and women
who were wounded by their life’s experiences during the time of the

Revolution.

Today her sisters number over 7000, all over the world, engaged
in the saving mission of bringing reconciliation and hope to those
who are abandoned, deprived, exploited and oppressed.

The first house to be opened in India was Bangalore in the
year 1854. Today there are thirteen houses engaged in various
activities such as education, social work, health care and community
development. Living in Community and inspired by a life of prayer,
the sisters are motivated to find more relevant forms of apostolate
by reaching out to the rural areas, or to those in cities who have
become victims of injustice, harassment and oppression. Thus keeping
alive the spirit of the Foundress, the sisters hope to venture more
into the life and struggles of the people to bring about reconciliation,

peace and justice.

is sadness. The members of this Order with its
particular charism of penance or inner conversion
are in a special way dedicated to the works of
mercy and to the mission of preaching peace and
reconciliation.

Growth

The province today has the strength of 100
members, of whom 52 are priests, 16 brothers
and 32 clerics. They reside in 16 houses and '3
mission stations, located in 9 dioceses: 6 houses
in Bhagalpur, 3 in Ranchi, 3 in Jalpaiguri, 3 in
Mananthavady, 2 in Dumka and one each in Dar-
jleeing, Daltonganj, Meerut and Vienna (Austria).

Apostolates

Among the apostolates undertaken by the
province, evangelizion and faith education hold
.the first priority. Twenty—five priests are working
in sixteen parishes of nine dioceses, catering for
the needs of nearly 25,000 Catholics.

The second place is held by the education
apostolate. The province has 7 high schools and
8 primary schools to educate over 7,000 children
under the direction of 20 priests and brothers.
The friars are also engaged in social work and
health programmes.

Formation

The province is blessed with many vocations.
For fostering local vocations an Apostolic School
is Conducted in Poreya Hat, Bhagalpur. The pro-
vince has two minor seminaries: one at Harmu,
Ranchi, and the other at Meenangady, Kerela,
where at present 44 candidates receive their pre—
novitiate formation. It is followed by a year of
novitiate in Babumahal,, Bhagalpur, after which
they are received into the Order through profes-
sion of vows. !

At the completion of their philosophy and
college studies, the seminarians receive a year: of
regency for practical experience in all areas of
our apostolate. After this, they are given further
seminary training in Ranchi or Pune, while the
brothers are initiated into academic and theolo-
gical studies at Bangalore. The province has also
drawn up a programme for on-going formation
of its members through renewal courses and
seminars.

Michael Edamanapadavil
Franciscan Ashram

Bhagalpur Bihar
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The Franciscan Missionaries of
Christ King

The Franciscan Missionaries of Christ King is an Indian Congre-
gation founded in Karachi in August 1937 by the late Rt. Rev. Msgr.
Salesius Lemmens a Dutch Franciscan in charge of the Mission of Sind
and Baluchistan and by Mother Bridget Sequeira.

The Congregation was approved by Propaganda Fide in December
1937 and affiliated to the Franciscan Order in 1939. The first sisters
were trained by the late Mother Alphonse an American and Mother
Ludivica a German — both Franciscan sisters of Heythusisen Holland.

In December 1937 Msgr. Lemmens attended an Eucharistic Con-
gress in Madras. There the veteran Bishop who had spent many years
in India spoke forcefully for adaptation to Indian Dress and Customs.

- Msgr. Lemmens listend, was deeply impressed and made a definite

resolution — The habit of the new Congregation would be the Sari.
The sisters were surprised, for with the exception of one, none of them
had worn the Sari before. But after a novena to the Holly Spirit all

willingly accepted it and the Sari became the habit of the Congre-
gation from the beginning.

The Charism of the Congregation is to do Mission work and to
relieve the intense thirst for souls which Christ expressed on the first
Good Friday — by bringing God’s love to those who do not know or
love him. To help the poor and needy. Mother Bridget worked for
the sweepers of Karachi. She went to the slums and washed their
children cleaned their eyes and combed their hair, brought them to
school to teach them to read and write. They begged her to stand
for elections and was elected as a Municipal Councilor of Karachi to
fight for their rights. The Congregation also has hospitals, Dispensaries,
English and Vernacular schools, Orphanages, sewing rooms, a spinning

and weaving centre, Homes for the aged — The physically and mentally
retarded and leprosy work.

The young Congregation hitherto Indian suddenly found itself
exclusively in Pakistan after the Partition except for one house in
Saligao, Goa opened in 1646.

At present there are 15 convents in India with its Novitiate in

Old Goa near the tomb of the great Missionary St. Francis Xavier.
In 1968 India became a Province.

Lourdes Convent,
Saligao, Bardez, Goa.



The Holy Family Sisters

1. Beginnings

Date: 16th June 1935
Place: Sancoale, P. O. Cortalim, Salcete Goa.
403 710

2. The founder: his /her inspiration

In the light of God Fr. Founder read the signs
of the times after three and half decades of the
20th Century in Goa contemporary need for the
uplift of the poor.

There were no religious to cater to the needs
of the poor. The existing Religious Orders were
expelled. In this situation the Founder was
inspired, powerfully drawn by God to found a
native Religious Congregation for Goan Girls. His
contact with the girls of catechetical classes made
him aware of their desire to become religious.
The task for which he was challenging but he
readily answered this call although he found it
hard to say *yes”. It was a faith response to God
to serve the poor of the Lord according to their
needs.

3. A brief history of the Congregation through the years

Girls who wanted to be religious came to the
Founder for guidance and spiritual direction. Fr.
Faustino’s contact with Mons. R- F. Mascarenhas
the Founder of the Sistérs of the Little Flower of
Bethany-Mangalore was Providential. Mons. Mas-
carenhas offered help to train the beginners in
Bethany. Miss Estelita Coutinho, Abeline B. Sabina
de Souza and Assumpta Silveira, with the blessings
of Bishop D. Theotonio and with approval of the
Church, the Founder with the four pioneers began
the Foundation on 16th June 1935 in the ances-
tral house of Ven. Fr. Joseph Vaz Sancoale.

4. Various fields of apostolic activities

According to the mission entrusted to our
Congregation and in fidelity to the Spirit of our
Founder and in consideration to the needs of the
locality our Sisters have been engaged in the
- following Apostolate :

1. Education of Youth

We have balwadis, primary and secondary
English Medium Schools catering mostly to the
needs of the poor.

2. Boardings
We accept the children of the needy and

working parents. We take care of the poor and
Orphans in our Boardings and educate them in
our Schools.

3. Teaching Christian Doctrine

We teach Catechism and give Christian For-
mation in general in the villages and at the Parish
level preparing the children and adults for Sacra-
ments

4. Pastoral Work

Our Sisters help the Parish Priests in their
Pastoral Work teaching Catechism and preparing
the children for Sacraments. Sisters also visit the
families, assist the sick and prepare them to
receive the last Sacraments. The work of cleaning
and decorating the Alters in the Churches and
also supplying hosts to various parishes is under-
taken by the Sisters.

5. Social Work

We run balwadis and creches for the poor
children: It gives relief to the working parents
who earn their living while sisters look after their
children.

We have also community Development Pro-
jects, Socio—economic Schemes, Sewing and Tailoring
for girls to earn their living.

6. Missionary Activity

Family visits help the sisters to have contacts
with our non-Christian brothers in Canacona
Taluka and Azra Mission. We hope to give the
message of Christ to our Non-Christian brothers
through this service of love.

a) Nirmala Convent — Canacona - Into the Mission

The sisters dedicate themselves to the Service
of the poorer section of the people through edu-
cation to youth and other activities for their
uplift through Community Development Projects
in villages in backward areas.

The people with whom we work are mostly
Kunbis and Gaubbis in the hilly area and the
fisherfolk who live all along the coastland. The
most urgent activity was health care which is
taken up with the aid of a Mobile Dispensary.
Also the Sisters moved on to tailoring, catechism,
and adult education and brought fresh life into
their activities through socio—economic schemes
and ‘Grihini training Programme’ for women.
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THE BROTHERS OF HOLY CROSS

The Brothers of Holy (Cross are the  senior
member—group of the three-branch Holy Cross
Family. They were founded in 1829, amidst the
rubble of the French Revolution as a teaching
community by Father James Francis Dujarie, in
Ruille, a small town south of LLa Mans and were
originally called the Brothers of Saint Joseph.
For nearly fifteen years this simple, humble priest
directed the Brothers : sending them out to assist
in the efforts of the local Church in stemming
the tide of ignorance.

‘In 1835, the ailing Father Dujarie turned the
administration of the Brothers of Saint Joseph
over to a younger man who was his friend and
protégé. Father  Basil-Anthony Moreau had
recently started a community of priests; he now
envisioned a religious congregation being formed
through a merger and an expansion of these two
communities, which would be comprised of

b) Holy Family Convent — Azra Mission

One of the privileged fields of our ministry
is mission areas where sisters readily collaborate
with priest missionaries. The sisters have taken
charge of the boarding for girls. Girls from the
surrounding villages can thus board in Azra and
attend the Catholic School and area able to enjoy
the benefits of education.

The fathers and the sisters work in close
collaboration in various activities.

The Sisters take an active part in the pastoral
work of the threefold ministry of the word, wor-
ship and guidance. They teach children catechism
and prepare them for the Sacraments.

Our Sisters continue the very important and
essential task of visiting the homes of the poor
in the villages. The Sisters stay in the
village an establish deep and enduring
contacts. They spread the Good News directly
among Catholic families where a priest is not
available. The Sisters are able to help specially
in the uplift of women.

In order to gain mission experience our 5
Postulants along with 2 sisters spent fifteen days
in the Mission area of Canacona at Sadolxem
working in collabaration with the Parish Priest.
This was an enriching experience fo them. They
visited the families and spent their time in list-
ening to the people and prepared them for the
great Passover Feast.

7. Home for the Aged

We take care of the old and disabled who
have no one to look aftter in their home. We try
to create a loving and peaceful atmosphere to keep
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them happy so that they may feel at home. We
prepare them to meet God and to die a happy
death.

5. Statistical data regarding members

Professed
Institutions etc.
Professed : 118
Novices L
Postulants : 4
Candidates : 20

Novices, Postulants houses,

Houses 012

Serving at :
1 Pontifical Mission ......... Bangalore
2 ViHetredat’ Homse® “1.010. Baga Goa
3 “Pastordl - Institute ......... Old Goa
4 Reanimation Centre ............ Pilar

6. Religious formation

duration, place course etc.
2 Old Goa Spirituality, Mater Dei,
Sudeep .. .. Bangalore

7. A call to the young to share in the mission&
activities of the Congregation

Mentioned in the Report.

8. The required qualifies of a Candidate, where to
contact & whom

B.A; B.Sc; S.S5.C; least. iiSpo'Firemeoity siif. o.
St. Anthony Novitiate Old Goa.

Holy Family Convent,
Sancoale P. 0. Cortalim

Goa 403710



Brothers, Priests and Sisters. They would work
together and would share the same spirit and
traditions.

In 1837 this dream was partly realised when
the Congregation of Holy Cross (as it is now
called) emerged, struggling to represent a “family’”’
where each member would make his or her con-
tribution for the good of the whole.

Almost immediatly these men and women
started to spread from Le Mans. First to Algeria
and Bengal and then, over the years, to twenty-
three countries! It was only in 1960 that the
Brothers came down to South India from Bengal.
Today they provide a variety of services to the
Church in this section of the country. They serve
in schools — formal and non-—formal, parishes, dis-
pensaries, village development schemes, balwadis,
rehabilitation centres and youth centres. They are
educators, social workers, youth ministers, retreat
directors, administrators and friends. They touch
the everyday lives of countless people in a variety
of ways.

The enthusiasm and zeal which highlighted
the religious careers of those first Brothers
Priests and Sisters of Holy Cross is still evident.
Today, they continue to tackle problems head-on,
some of which could have never been imagined
in 1820.

Individually, each Brother ministers in quiet
ways ...like Saint Joseph, who is still his patron
so as to transform simple tasks and duties into
moments when God is felt through the efforts of
single caring person.

The influence of Holy Cross can definitely
be measured ...and seen ...and felt.

The family-like spirit among the three bran-
ches of Holy Cross is a quality that has been
characterised since its beginning in France. Toge-
ther, Brothers, Priests, Sisters of Holy Cross conti-
nue to explore and collaborate in the vision,
legacy and mission of Father Moreau as it is
realised in the Church today.

If you wish to know more about the lives of
the Brothers of Holy Cross, the community they
have chosen to make their own, or in some way
would like to know more about their religious
life please contact their vocation director.

Brother Appachan K. J.
Sterling Towers

123, Sterling Road
Madras 600 034
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Sisters of the 'Holy Cross (Kottiyam)

Fr. Theodosius Florentini O. F. M., Cap., an idefatigable and
farsighted capuchian, perceived that the “‘needs of the time is the will
of God” and saw the need to deal with a Christian spirit the existing
social evils of his time. He was convinced that the sure and right
development of a child’s soul could be assured by a good Christian
mother. He also saw how necessary it was that young girls who would
be mothers of the future generations should be grounded in sound
religious principles, and he felt that such training. should begin at
grass roots in the primary school. His conclusion was that the answer
to his problem lay in having religious who would be trained teachers.
In Maria Anna Heimgartner, later Mother Bernarda from Fislisbach,
Switzerland, he found a person who would meet his demands which
he expressed in the words: ‘I need Sisters who understand the Cross”,
and in 1844 he founded the Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy
Cross as Mother Bernarda as the co—foundress. But Fr. Theodosius
wanted to help everywhere and soon found himself calling the Sisters
who were conducting only schools, to conduct hospitals, orphanages,
reformatories, supervise in silk weaving factories etc. He wanted the
Congregation to be one which could “fit in everywhere’, alleviating
educational, religious and social needs and helping people showing
them new ways in a christian spirit.

The Congregation is affiliated to the Third Order Regular of St.
Francis of Assissi. The members of the Congregation dedicate them-
selves to God by the public Profession of the simple Vows of Chastity,
Poverty and Obedience. The general aim of the Congregation is the
service of God in the close following of Christ, who Himself lived
chaste and poor and who by His obedience, even to death on the
Cross, redeemed maakind and glorified the Father. The particular task
of the Congregation is the spreading of the Kingdom of God through
the apostolate; through education, care of the sick and the aged, social
work and ministry in the service of the church.

It was introduced to India in 1906, when the ruling Maharaja,
Sree Moolam Thirunal of Travancore requested Bishop Aloysius Maria
Benziger of holy memory for Sisters to update nursing pofession in
the State. Thus the main apostolate of the Indian Province turned
out to be medical care and social work. Accordingly the Sisters con-
duct hospitals, dispensaries, community health centres, leprosy
treatment and survey centres and hospitals, nursing schools, orpha-
nages, foundling homes, T. B. sanatoriums, work in hospitals, leprosy
sanatoriums and cancer hospitals of the Government and church
related organizations in the different States of the country. Recogni-
zing the urgent need in North India, the Sisters have started with
formal and non-formal education in those areas.

Contact in person: Mother Provincial,
Holy Cross Convent,
Kottiyam 691 571,
Quilon — Kerala.



Sisters of the Holy Spirit

The Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Spirit was founded
on 4th of June, 1857, by Mother Irmina Hoelscher in West Germany.
The members placed their whole life and activities under the special
guidance of the Holy Spirit and wanted “To be His Instruments in
the service of love”. On 20th June, the Congregation was raised to the
pontifical status. The words of St. Paul “‘serve one another rather, in
works of love” characterise the community and it’s activities. We
strive to realise this motto of ours through openness to the needs
and demands of our time.

The openness and reaching out highlighted by Vat. II, inspired
~ our German Sisters to reach out to the people of Central India. To
realise this goal, already in 1964, girls from Kerala were accepted in
the Congregation in Germany itself. In January 1974, when our Con-
gregation set foot in India, three of the Indian Sisters formed the
first community at Warur in the diocese of Chanda. Gradually the
Indian Mission came to be designated as the Indian Region of the
Congregation. Today the Indian Region has 38 Pofessed Sisters, 10
Novices and 25 aspirants in 7 communities are spread out in the
dioceses of Chanda, Pune and Ernakulam. The Regional house and the
Novitiate are in Pune and a recruiting house at Shantidham Convent,
in Chunangamveli.

The human situation among the rural poor, has challenged us
into an active apostolate among them. Called to create “‘a New heaven
and a New Earth” we find that our rural poor have their hands tied
up, in the bondage of money-lenders, their poverty leads to malnutri-
tion of children; their women suffer from wvarious kinds of violence;
injustices and their youth are easy prey to drugs and alchohol. We
lend them our free hands in breaking their shackles of ignorance
through non-formal litracy programmes and vigilant conscientization
about the societal structures and their social situations that lead them
to poverty and misery. Besides this our sisters are engaged in Grihini
training (that is preparing village girls for marriage and family life...),
formal education, medical care, animating youth work and faith for-
mation of the people. In this way they realize their duties to
themselves and society. They receive a voice to express the injustice
done to them and are animated by the power within them “urges
them on” to build the new fellowship, the Kingdom of God on earth.

Apna Ghar B, 5/6
712/A, Shankarseth Rd.,
Pune-411002.

Phone : 27670
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THE CONGREGATION OF THE HOSPITALLER SISTERS OF MERCY (HSM)

The Congregation of the Hospitaller Sisters of Mercy
(HSM) was founded in Rome on 16th Mary 1821
under the auspices of Pope Pius VII who was
assisted and aided in this task
by Princess Theresa Orsini Doria
who set the foundation of the
Congregation and under whose
promotion and direction this
Institute flourished.

In fact, it was she who
troubled by the deplorable state
of the inefficiency in which the
main hospital of the Most Holy

Maria @
Modre df
Misericordia 73

Savior for the Holy of Holies (today the Hos-
pital of St. John) in Rome was, above all, because

of the female staff which was unprepared and
mercenary, first conceived the idea of forming
and association of devout women who, without
the prospect of profit but only in the spirit of
faith and charity, would dedicate themselves to
the service of the sick.

Ten years later, on September 29, 1831,
Pope Gregory XVI, after having recalled the
‘immense good’ done in the hospital of St. John
since the entry of the first diligent and charita-
ble Hospitallers, praised ‘the mercyful zeal’ with
which the Sisters had always worked day and
night with ‘all their strength in the very tiring
work of caring for the poor invalids, as well as
the admirable impetus of zeal and charity with
which even then they fulfilled so many important
duties of their Institute, even at the constant
risk of ruining their health and life. In addition
the Pope declared also His paternal affection for
a Congregation ‘so useful and necessary’ then
approved and confirmed the
“Congregation of the Sisters of
Mercy’ and their Rules, granting
to all the privilege of Roman
citizenship.

The main characteristics of
this Roman Congregation is
HOSPITALITY; the sisters in
fact profess a forth vow for
““the care of the sick” and
thus dedicate themselves exclu-
sively for the ‘hospital apostolate’
and other social  medical acti-
vities connected with it.

The second Vatican Council
with its spirit of renewal influ-
enced also the Congregation of
HSM who had up to then re-
stricted its Apostolate only to the
needs of the Pontifical state and
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Italy and accepted the invitation of the Church
to declare themselves essentially missionaries. In
fact in the meantime (1966) at the request of the
Archbishop of Gamden N. J. USA, the first sisters
moved to new fields of Apostolate to serve the
sick and aged of that country with enthusiasm
and spirit of genrosity. In 1974, at the invitation
of His Grace Mar Antony Padiyara then Archbi-
shop of Changanacherry, the Mother General Sr.
Marcella Cavallari in consultation with her general
council decided to start a hospital and formation
house at Chengalam; at present the Indian Branch
has opened also ‘a Mission station in Andhra Pra-
desh and a study house in Bangalore.

In the recent years new flourshing missions
in Africa (Madagascar) and Philippines have been
established; evangelisation through the medical
and social apostolates continues in an ever grow-
ing awarness of the needs of the people of today.

The present time requires the zeal of all the
sisters of Mercy and of those generous souls who
chose a life of total consecration to God and
neighbour in order to give the Church a magni-
ficent blossoming of eternal love towards suffer-
ing brothren as the Constitution of the Institute
express it: ““To answer the original charism of
the Institute, our life and our activity should be
animated by the spirit of charity, particularly for
the suffering members of the Mistical Body of
Christ. This charity is to be characterized by a
humble availability and by a habitual attitude of
service which is simple, unselfish and generous
to the point of self denial and sacrifice, according
to the programme set forth in our original legisla-




Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross

“Go inlo the whole world and preach the Gospel to all creation”. (Mk. 18]15)

Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross was founded
in 1856, at Ingenbohl, Switzerland, by Fr. Theodosius
Florentini Cap. and Mother Maria Theresia Scherer.

In the 18th centuary, Social and Economie
conditions in Switzerland was similar to that of
India today. There were need for dedicated people
for Christian education, to care for the poor, the
sick, the unwanted children, unemployment and
social injustice towards workers, child labour —to
counter acts the above social evils, Fr. Theodosius
Florentini, a Capuchin Priest together with Sr. Maria
Theresia Scherer founded the congregation. The
traditional congregations did not suit to this
purpose.

Fr. Theodosius Florentini Cap. was gifted with
keen awareness of the Social conditions and an
outstanding ability to conscientize others.

Fr. Theodosius said “‘I want to start a Congre-
gation that would fit in everywhere, one which
would be accepted everywhere, and which would
be able to gain access under all conditions”.
““I need Sisters who understand the cross, with
them I can accomplish everything’’, was the
favourite saying of our Founder.

In active charity that spared no efforts,
daringly they found new ways to struggle for
social justice. The Sisters of the Holy Cross worked
in schools, hospitals, orphanages, home for the
aged and poor, caring for the sick in their homes,
taking care of people in prison etc. Though many
obstacles were on their way from ecclesiastical
and secular authorities, Fr. Theodosius and Mother
Maria Theresia went ahead with the strength and

‘To be sick with the sick, in order to assist
His members’ (Const. Art. 3).

tion:
Jesus suffering in

Looking - back over the past ~hundred and
sixty four years of history one can see the loving
and maternal protection of Our Lady of Mercy
supporting and directing the whole Congregation
at every stage of its existence.

On ' the whole, the future is full of hope and
the heavenly Patron will continue to assist and
guide this Institute to accomplish its charitable
plan for the flory of God and the good of the
people all over the world, and thus to fulfil the
ambition of the foundress in its full sense: “‘Let
it live, let it .grow, let it flourish”.

Write to : Mercy Convent

Chengalam — 686585
Kottayam, Kerala

power of the Holy Cross. Demands for Theodosian
sisters came from everywhere.

Expansion:

With unbounded trust in the divine providence
and Fatherly goodness the sisters who went about
into neighbouring countries collecting funds, left
their impression behind, as a result they were
soon wanted. Request came for Sisters from
Germany, Bohemia, Upper & Lower Austria,
Styeria, Italy, Hungery, Slovakia etc., to open
houses for the poor.

The personality of Fr. Theodosius and Mother
Maria Theresia and the new type of apostolate
attracted many many young women to join Mother
Maria Theresia. The Congregation flourished near
and far in the time of our founders itself.

Today Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross
counts over 7,000 members spread over Europe,
America, [ndia, Africa, Latin America and Taiwan,
belong to 15 provinces and 3 Mission Vicariates.
The Generalate is in Switzerland and Mother
Gertrud Furger is the present Superior General.

Qur Charism in the Church

Called on to manifest the Paschal Mystery in
a deeper and fuller way, we sisters of the Mercy
of the Holy Cross strive to make visible that
love which brought Christ to the Cross for the
salvation of man. Urged by God’s merciful love,
and with unbounded trust in His Fatherly good-
ness, we reach out in compassionate love to all,
especially the underprivileged. ‘““Totally given to
the Crucified therefore totally to the neighbour™.

The Indian Province

In the year 1394, four generous and dedicated
Holy Cross Sisters planted the seed of this congre-
gation in the Indian soil, at Bettiah in North
Bihar. With tremendous courage and missionary
zeal they surmounted all the difficulties and
spread their fragrance far and wide. Since it was
difficult for more foreign missionaries to come to
India, in 1952, cur sisters started a novitiate in
Hazaribagh and the first 5 Indian sisters made
their profession in 1955.

The Indian province started to grow steadily
in Number and in the expansion of the mission.
Today Holy Cross Sisters in India are working
in 11 states and 21 dioceses spread out from North
to South, East to West.

Today the Province has — 70 houses, 26 Europian
Sisters, 502 Indian Sisters, 45 Novices, 33 Postu-
lants and 120 Candidates undergoing various Pro-
fessional training in different centres.
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Order of the Imitation of Christ (O.1.C.)

The Order of the Imitation of Christ (0.I..C) was founded by
the late Fr. Geevarghese Panickarveetil M. A. (later Archbishop
Metrapolitan Geevarghese MAR IVANIOS O. 1.C; “of, the
Malankara Catholic Church) at Ranny Perunad on 15 August,
1919 to work for the spiritual and liturgical renovation of his
Church and for the evangelization of India. Clad in safron rob
and preserving the age old Indian religious and ascetical tradi-
tions, the members give themselves to a close imitation of
Christ in His Life of Prayer and Activities. :
The Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Churches elevated the
Congregation to the Pontifical Status on 14 April 1966. This
Congregation is commonly called BETHANY, its individual
houses BETHANY ASHRAMS and its members BETHANIANS.
Bethany has at present its Generalate in Kottayam, Scholasti-
cate in Poona, Novitiate in Alwaye and Pre-Novitiate Training
in Trivandrum.

The O.1.C. has 113 professed members (including the Archbishop
of Trivandrum and the Bishop of Bethery) and 28 Novices and
Pre-Novices. The minimum qualification for admission is
S. S. L. C. Students for Priesthood undergo one year of Preli-
minary training, 2 years of Pre-Degree Course, one year on
Novitiate, one year of Pre-Philosophy, 2 years of Philosophy,
one year of Regency and 4 years of Theology. -Students for
Brotherhood too have their special training.

The members are now engaged in various fields of activities:
There are Boardings, Book Centre, Dhyana Mandiram, I. T. C.,
Nature Cure Centre, Press, Schools, Social Welfare Centre,
Rehabilitation Centre, Tuition Centres, Typewriting Institutes,
Parishes and Missions under the control and care of the Con-
gregation. The Houses and Institutions are spread out in the
States of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Maharashtra.

If you see you have a call to BETHANY to follow Jesus

Christ in His Life of Prayer and Action,

Please write to:

The Superior General

The Order of the Imitation of Christ
Bethany Generalate

Vadavathoor 686 010

Kottayam, Kerala.

Tel. Ktm. 8494

The one who feels the divine call in the depth
of her heart, and desires to live the Gospel in an
effective manner find meaningful mission in this
Congregation.

Areas of apostolic activities are-

Education — Pre-primary — College level, Grihini
Schools, Vocational Training Schools, Hospitals,
Village dispensaries, Community Health Centres,
Social and development programmes Catechetics,
and Direct Evangelisation Works.

We sisters in India, true to our founders
ideal try to render our services to all in need
specially the poor and underprevileged. Majority
of our sisters work in the tribal areas of M. P,
Bihar and West Bengal.

June 16th 1985 was a significant day in the
history of Indian province. On this day the res-
ponsibility of the Indian province was handed
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over to the Indians in the person of Sr. Joseline
E. Paubath, our first Indian Provincial.

Our motto is ancient, but ever new. ““The
need of the time is the will of God”. We are
open to all the human needs and struggles and
we try to respond to God’s call in this need.
Our founders deeply shared in Christ’s special
love and concern for the poor and found its
expression in a Fransciscan way. This charism we
live out as we give our love and service first and
foremost to those who are disadvantaged, be it
materially, spiritually or in any other way in order
that they may also share the divine life, experience
his Fatherly goodness in the depth of their heart.

The Holy Cross Institute
Mazaribagh P. O.
P. B. 59, Binar - 825 301



THE INDIAN MISSIONARY

We have great pleasure in being
able to introduce you to the Indian
Missionary Society, a recent apostolic
development in the Indian Church.

Origin and History

The many and great contributions
made to the Church in India and to
the country at large by missionaries
from abroad, their zeal and spirit of
sacrifice, are remembered with grati-
tude by people of good will. Changing
circumstances made the work of the
foreign missionaries increasingly diffi-
cult and at the same time led to a new
awakening in the Indian Church. The
words of Pope Leo XIII were pro-
phetic: “Thy sons, O India, are the
ministers of thy salvation.” There
developed the idea of an indegenous
missionary society whose purpose
would be to arouse the missionary
consciousness of Indian Catholies and
enable them to play their part in
the evangelisation of their motherland.

In response to a long—felt need for indegenou$
labourers of the Gospel, Father Gasper Pinto left

Mother-house and Major Seminary of the
Indian Missionary Society

SOCIETY

A Bathing Ghat at Varanasi

the diocese of Tiruchirappally in 1941 and came
to Varanasi where, with ecclesiastical approval, he
laid the foundation of a new missionary society.
By divine providence and the generous help and
prayers of many benefactors the young society
was able to surmount the many obstacles it en-
countered.

A period of great difficulty came to an end
in 1947 with the appointment of Monsignor Jose
Fernandez of the diocese of Madras-Mylapore as
superior. It was he who framed the Constitutions
of the Society forming it into a religious congre-
gation of priests and evangelist brothers dedicated,
as before, to pioneer missionary work. Monsignor
Fernandez was later appointed the first Superior
General of the Indian Missionary Society and was
succeeded in office first by Father Silanath IMS
and later by Father Prabhu Prasad IMS. The pre-
sent Superior General of the Society is Father
Dilasa. The Society is indebted to many other
religious and diocesan priests from India and
abroad who at different times and in various
capacities have contributed to the growth of the
congregation.
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Varanasi

The choice of Varanasi (some times known as
Benares or Kashi) for the foundation of the
Indian Missionary Society was of great signi-
ficance. Situated on the west bank of the sacred
River Ganga, the city is the citadel of Hinduism
and one of its foremost holy places. Annually
millions of pilgrims from all over India come to
bathe in the Ganga at Varanasi. Moreover since
Buddha is believed to have preached his first
sermon at Sarnath on the outskirts of the city,
Varanasi is also sacred to the Buddhists. The
Benares Hindu University and the Sanskrit Uni-
versity attract Indian and foreign students and
scholars to this city which from time immemorial
has been a centre of culture and learning.

Nature and Scope of the Sociery

The members of the IMS are dedicated
to pioneer evangelisation in India, her neighbour-
ing countries and among people of Indian origin
living abroad, as well as to active involvement
in the field of ecumenism.

An increasingly important feature of the
Society’s activity is the ‘ashram’ apostolate. In
Varanasi, close to our mother house at Christ-
nagar, we are developing a centre known as
‘Matri Dham Ashram’ which is inspired by the
traditional monasteries of India and the west.
The ashram aims at enabling people to discover
themselves and God through prayer, study and
work in a isetting which brings them into
harmony with nature. IMS Fathers and Brothers
are now engaged in apostolic work in the follow-
ing Indian dioceses: Allahabad, Alleppey, Dalton-
ganj, Delhi, Imphal, Jammu-Kashmir, Kottar,
Madurai, Mananthavady, Meerut, Muzzafarpur,
Mysore, Patna, Simla-Chandigarh, Varanasi and
Warangal - as well as Suva in the Fiji Islands.

Formation in the IMS

The IMS formation programme commences With
one year of ‘pre-postulancy’ and two years of

postulancy which are devoted mainly to the
study of languages and culture with some
introductory  experience to the life of an

IMS missionary. This is followed by one year
of novitiate, four years of philosophy and degree
studies, one year of pastoral ‘regency’ and four
years of theology. Throughout, emphasis is given
to formation in Indian culture and spirituality.
A specifically missionary orientation is maintained
through regular visits to the villages and to
places of cultural and religious importance.

Students who wish to become Evangelist
Brothers follows the general formation programme
up to and including the novitiate. Following their
first profession they pursue theological studies for
three years in a house of formation. The two
years leading upto their perpetual profession are
spent in gaining practical experience in a missio-
nary situation or in acquiring some form of tech-
nical proficiency. Brothers also have the possibi-
lity of undergoing higher technical training or
specialising in a particular branch of theology in
accordance with their aptitudes.

The number of students currently in formation
in the IMS is almost one hundred and fifty.

Indian Missionary Fathers,
Christ Nagar P. O.

Varanasi U. P.



The Congregation of Jesus and Mary '

Claudine Thevenet was born-in Lyons, France,
on March 30, 1774, into a family where Gospel
values held the first-place. ‘““Glady”, as she was
affectionately called, enjoyed a happy childhood in
the midst of loving and beloved brothers and
sisters.

The French Revolution and the Reign of
Terror which claimed so many wvictims did not
spare the Thevenet family. Claudine witnessed the
execution of her two brothers who were volunteers
fighting in the defence of Lyons. She took to heart
their last words: ,’Forgive, Glady, as we forgive!”

Claudine was then nineteen and this event
was a decisive turning point in her life. The ex-
perience of pardoning unreservedly made her aware
of the infinite goodness of God and awakened in
her the desire to proclaim to all the tender love
of the Father. The misfortune of those who live
and die without knowing God haunted her and
caused her anguish. Far from closing in upon
herself in suffering, she opened wide her heart to
all the miseries surrounding her. Her keen sensiti-
vity was awakened, above all, at the sight of
children and young people who had no one to guide
them towards the One who alone could give meaning
to their lives.

Father Coindre, a very zealous priest, helped
and guided her search for the will of God. One
day, he found two little orphans shivering in the
porch of the church. He took them and quite
naturally entrusted them to Claudine. It was in
1815 that the first Providence was thus founded.

Continuity and support were assured to this
work by the Association of the Sacred Heart which
was founded on July 31st, 1816, when a group of
young women came together and elected Claudine
as their President. On July 31, 1818, the call of
the Lord came clear to form a community whose
aim would be to give a Christian education to
young people of every social milieun.

A second Providence was opened. The night
of October 5th, 1818, Claudine left her mother, in
order to settle in a poor, scantily furnished house.
.~That was the most terrible night of her life. She
had just founded the Congregation of Jesus and
Mary — with a silk weaver, an orphan and a loom.
A foolish adventure! Yes, from the human point
of view  but when, like Claudine, one has a
passionate love for the poor, a spirit of sacrifice,
and a trust in God to the point of abandonment,
this undertaking becomes a heroic act of aposto-
lic audacity. On February 25, 1823, Claudine who
had taken the name of Mary St. Ignatius, con-

secrated herself to Christ forever, as did also four
of her companions.

The work begun so humbly developed rapidly.
More space became necessary. Claudine transferred
to Fourviere, near the sanctuary of Our Lady
and opened a house for orphans, as well as a
Boarding School for the well-to-do. Two more
foundations were made.

The works flourished, the number of children
increased but, ““Unless a grain of wheat falls on to
the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain;
if it dies, it yields a rich harvest””. God’s usual
seal to His work is the Cross. Sufferings were not
wanting to the Foundress: bereavement, illness,
c¢riticism, malice, the struggle to keep the parti-
cular spirit of her Congregation. In the midst of
all this, Claudine kept her serenity and peace, and
even knew how to communicate them to those
around her.

At Fourviere, the Boarding-School and the
Providence continued to develop to the point that
it became necessary to build. More important still
and of greater consequence in the field of educa-
tion than Fourviere itself, was the unexpected
invitation received in 1841. Up to the present no
one had dreamed that the young Congregation
could establish itself outside France, still less on
another continent. In 1841, the Bishop of Agra,
Msgr. Borghi requested Mother St. Andrew, the
new Superior General, for Sisters for India.

... there are many families’” wrote the Bishop,
“who would willingly confide their children to us...
We ‘could take them in at the age of five or six
and, besides the truths of our holy religion we
could teach them how to work and train them to
an active life thus preparing them to earn their
own living honestly. :

While with us, the children could save a little
money which would be placed in a bank and
given to them when they left the institution. This
money would tide them over their first months
and prevent them from returning to their super-
stitious practices, which they might be tempted
to do if they found themselves in mneed’.

The apostolate as described by the Bishop,
was too like that of Mother Foundress to be re-
fused. Six religious were chosen and they pre-
pared for the distant misssion but the entire
Congregation was involved in the  project. In
January 1842, the six missionaries were ready
for the great ' adventure. The separation from
Fourviere was painful but, animated by the ideal
of their Foundress ‘““to make Jesus and Mary
known and loved”, they set out happily.
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The Congregation of the Little Sisters of Jesus

A call to live a contemplative life in the midst
of the world...

On the 8th. of september 1939, our congraga-
tion started in the Sahara desert of North Africa,
in a place called Touggourt, among our muslim
brethren.

Little Sister Magdeleine of Jesus founded . the
“Fraternity of Little Sisters of Jesus following the
spirituality of Little Brother Charles of Jesus.

Brother Charles was a french person, born in
1858, who as a young man led a life far from the
faith in God. He rediscovered God during his stay
in Morocco, where he got very impressed by the
faith of muslims and their great sense of hospita-
lity. That made him spend his life totally dedicated
to God alone, and to friendship with people among
whom he lived: the nomad population of Sahara.
He had taken the life of Jesus at Nazareth as his
model. He wanted the people around him to come
to discover God’s presence and tender love through
his prayer life and fraternal way of approach, in
great respect for every person.

Br. Charles died on the 1st. of December 1916,
shot dead at his very hermitage house, in Tamman-
rasset (south part of Algeria, in the Hoggar) ...
having totally offered his life for the Touareg
people, but in a great desire for universal love,
contemplated in the Heart of Jesus. His hidden

and silent life and death were the consequence of
his loving imitation of Jesus.

Today, the Fraternity of the Little Sisters
of Jesus is spread over all the continents. It
numbers about 1500 members, from 55 different
nationalities, in 250 communities also called
“fraternities”.

Our life is centered on the mystery of the
Eucharist, and lived in solidarity with the poor,
which mean sharing their social canditions of
living, with manual work as means of earning,
simple housing, and all the consequences of being
counted for nothing... penatrated by this mystery
of love, we want to be a living proclamation of
the Gospel, which slowly transforms the hearts.
Our vocation is more of a “being” than of “‘pre-
aching”. We usualy choose to place our fraternities
among forsaken people, marginalized, oppressed
people, in city slums, in deprived rural areas, in
non -christian populations, minorities who are
difficult to be reached by other forms of apostolate.
The very fact of earning our living in the same
way than our neighbours (factory, handicrafts,
farm, etc...) links us in a deep way with people, of
whom we are meant to carry in a prayer of inter-
cession all the aspirations, hopes, sufferings joys...

This very simple Nazareth life is our apostolate
in the Church, demanding a true insertion in the

On the 27th January, they left for Marseilles
where they boarded a ship on February 1st. The
arduous missionary journey to India lasted more
than ten months. The tiny grain sown by Claudine
Thevenet in the midst of difficulties, contradi-
ctions and sufferings was to grow, little by little
into a sturdy tree with branches spreading to
several regions of its natives soil, then beyond
into other countries of Europe, to India, the two
Americas, Africa and finally to New Zealand. -24
countries in the world.

Claudine was beatified on 4th October, 1981.
Claudine’s to make Jesus and Mary known and
loved by means of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION in
all social milieux still remains the aim of the
Congregation. Among the means of Education, the
Religious of Jesus and Mary recognizes that the
SCHOOL surpasses all others. EDUCATION IN
FAITH has priority over everything, everywhere,
always: in SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, BOARDING
HOUSES, CATECHETICS, YOUTH MOVEMENTS,
EDUCATION FOR LEISURE, RESIDENCES FOR
YOUNG LADIES, FAMILY PASTORAL MINISTRY
ADULT PROMOTION, DISPENSARIES in poor
areas, HOUSES OF PRAYER.
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In India, there are 29 convents spread from
Simla to Kerala with 300 sisters animated by the
spirit of Claudine. The provincial House is at:5,
Boat Club Road, PUNE - 411, 001

Every call to the Congregation of Jesus and
Mary is a sharing in the grace of Claudine’s
response to God, to bring forth children of Light
by the Witness of her life, her words and her
service of love. She makes her own the words of
Claudine ‘“The only preference that I can permit
you is for the poorest children, the most wretched,
those who have the most faults and the fewest
good qualities, Oh! you must love these very
much.”

Young Lady, God calls each one by name and
requires a personal answer. Claudine responded
with generosity ...and YOU ?

Write to :(— Provincial Society
Convent of Jesus & Mary
5, Boat Club Road

Pune 411 001
Maharashtra



The Society of Jesus Mary and Joseph

Founder

The Society of Jesus Mary and Joseph was
founded by Rev. Fr. Mathias Wolff S. J. in 1822 at
Holland. At that time, there was the dire need
for Catholic Elementary Schools and Education.
There were all sorts of legal inhibitions and was
extremely difficult to do anything to relieve this
need. Not-with-standing these completely adverse
circumstances, Fr. Mathias Wolff S. J. succeeded in
1822 in finding the congregation of the Society
of Jesus Mary and Joseph, for the specific purpose
of imparting elementary education to Catholic
girls-the greater need of his time. ‘

Charism

Fr. Mathias Wolll has given ““An Ever Adap-
table Apostolic Availability”” as a Charism to his
sisters. He summed up his life in the words:
“Always ready for souls” and himself ‘‘worked
ike a giant”.

With the Charism of — ever adaptable apostolic
availability of the founder, the Sisters of the
Society, see and answer the signs of the times,
taking up not only elementary education but all
kinds of charitable apostolic work-viz-higher
education, Secondary education, job oriented edu-
cation, medical care, social works, caring for the
aged, the mentally handicapped, and also all types
of pastoral works. No works are excluded infact.

culture of each country and in the local church,
and a real desire for universal brotherhood.

In India we are 18 professed, 3 novices,

3 postulants ... in 4 fraternities.

the duration of the postulancy is 1 year and
of the noviciate 2 years.
— our regional house is in Bangalore,

Any one who wishes to join us, should have
the minimum qualification of S.S.L.C. passed -
but it is very important that the candidate has
a mature personality, and an aptitude for living
in a small community among people, with an
open mind and heart, ready to adapt herself to
new and changing situations ...

. Contact:

Little Sister Mariyananda of Jesus
Yesu Ashram

Kammanahally

St. Thomas Town.

Bangalore 560084

Headquarters

The Society of Jesus Mary and Joseph, flouri-
shed in no time in Holland, and on 7th July 1855
the congregation was accorded Papal Approbation.
The Society’s head quarters is in Holland, and the
General Council, reside there. One of the General
Councillors is an Indian.

Missions

The Dutch nuns, zealous missionaries as they
are, did not confine themselves only to Holland —
their own little country but spread out to four
corners of the world according to the wish of the
Founder. So in 1898, the first group of missiona-
ries left for Indonesia, the Dutch Colony at that
time. Here too they started with the apostolate
of education, medical care, catechetical works,
house visiting etc. At present it is our indepen-
dant province, with 28 units and 240 members.
They are spread out in different islands.

In 1904, a group of seven missionaries came
to India at the request of a Dutch Mill Hill
Bishop. They started the first house at Guntur in
Andbra Pradesh. At the moment there are 40
convents with 430 members. It is an independant
province and has its headquarters at Hyderabad,
Andra Pradesh. The houses are spread out in six
different states-ie-Bihar,, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala and
working in 16 dioceses.

The Society in India takes up all kinds of
apostolates-is—-University = education (Arts and
Science), Professional Training (B. Ed. Training),
Secondary and Primary education, Job oriented
education, medical care, training General and
Female Health Workers, and Social work for rural
uplift, Outreach and Grihini Schools, Care for the
aged and the handicapped children, . besides
Pastoral and Catechetical works.

The Society of Jesus Mary and Joseph sent
its missionaries also to Australia and Africa but
now they repatriated from there as they are not
needed anymore and native have taken up their
work. -

Indian Province too had its share in sending
missionaries to Africa, Australia and Rome. At
present there are six sisters in Rome.

Formation:

Formation House is in Banglore. = Duration
three years— one year of Postulancy and two years
of Novitiate. Maximum. six years of Juniorate.
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The Little Brothers of Jesus

The origin of the congregation of the Little
Brothers of Jesus is a direct result of the life of
Bro. Charles of Jesus (Charles de Foncauld) a
French priest who died in the Sahara desert in
the beginning of our century. Charles has been in
the church of our times at the source of a spiri-
tual renewal in Christian life based on the hidden
life of Jesus at Nazareth.

Charles de Foncauld

Born into a rich noble family of France, with
a tradition of chivalrous military officers, Charles
suffered the less of both parents when he was
only four years old.

Having lost the sense of any ideal in life, he
became a perfect image of the prodigal son dur-
ing his adolescence and youth. He was dismissed
from the army for gross indiscipline and laziness.
He lived without faith in God and religion wast-
ing his money on parties and girls.

But he had a dormant desire for greatness.
And, having discovered by chance the wild sand
expanses of unknown Sahara; he explored it and
became famous for his geographical findings. But
his heart was far from being at rest.

At the age of twentynine, he was visited by
God’s grace. He rediscovered faith through the
example of some of his family and a priest who
was a friend of the family.

This re-discovery of faith was accompanied
by a mad desire to live for God, very much like

the great saints of India. He renounced every-
thing. He left his family and joined the Trappist
monastic order. Seven years of life as a monk
made him feel that his vocation was not that of
a monk in a monastery. From a letter he wrote
to a friend about his feelings after visiting an
Arab worker’s hut, we feel this strong desire for
something poorer,  like Jesus at Nazareth — He
says “We are poor for the rich, but not as poor
as Our Lord was. I was sent to pray for a poor
native worker, a Catholic, who had died in a
neighbouring village; what a difference between
that house and our buildings ! I long for Nazareth!”

Finally Charles was allowed to leave the
monastery. He wanted to live like Jesus the work-
man of Nazareth. So he went to Nazareth and
found work as a servant for a convent of sisters.
He lived in a small hut in the garden and spent
long hours at prayer in the Convent Chapel dur-
ing his free time At last, he had succeeded to
live like Jesus in Nazareth, He was happy.

But God had other plans for him. He had to
quite Nazareth and go back to the Sahara so as
to follow Jesus his beloved Brother and Lord,
who came to save what was best, to go in search
of the stray sheep, those to whom no one would

go.

Charles went back to the Muslim population
of the Sahara because no priest would go there.
There he lived among the Toury nomads of
Algerian Sahara. He learnt their language, wrote
a dictionary about it, collected their folk songs

Basic requirements
— Free choice
— Genuine motivation

— Good catholic family

Eligibility: = — Passed Intermediate or Pre-Degree

— A professional certificate.’

Candidates are taken from all over India.
Candidates are taken after interview and care-
ful screening.

The candidates seeking admisson to the Society
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will apply in the months of April, May, June each
year, to the provincial Superior, To the address
given below:

Address: Provincial Superior,

Soc. J. M. J. provincialate,
568 Somajiguda,
Hyderabad

500 482 — A. P.

‘““And He went up into the hills and called to
Him those, whom He desired and they came to
Him, And He appointed twelve to be with
Him and to be sent out to preach”

(Mk. 3:13 & 14)



and poems, translating the gospel into their lang-
uage, doing first aid for the sick, and acting as
interpreter between the French authorities and
the Muslim nomads. He became their friend.
He worked and prayed. His idea was that by his
silent friendship, without preaching, the nemads
would come to see in him the witness of the uni-
versal love of Jesus for all men without distine-
tions of caste, creed or race. This was for him
““shouting out the Gospel from the root-tops, not
by preaching it but by living it.”” e lived four-
teen years like this. He made no conversions and
had no followers to take up his ideas though he
wished that other people would come and join

him.

His life ended with a shot from a gun of
some Arab plunderers. It was Dec. 1st 1916.... like
a grain of wheat that falls to the ground and
dies ...

The Little Brothers of Jesus

Seventeen years after his death, the fraternity
of the Little Brothers of Jesus was started in the
Sahara by five French priests. Their idea was to
follow the blue print for a life of Nazareth which
Charles had written out for himself. “Whether
you are alone or with a group of other brothers,
take the life of Nazareth in its simplicity and
broadness as your objective in every way and for
every purpose. No special custom or habit, like
Jesus of Nazareth, no enclosure like Jesus of
Nazareth, no isolated place of living like Jesus
of Nazareth. Neither large properties, nor large
buildings, nor large expenditures, nor even large
sums in alms, but real poverty in every respect
like Jesus of Nazareth. In a word, Jesus of
Nazareth in every possible way’.

Now, there are about three hundred brothers,
living in thirty-five countries: Each group is
composed of two or three. brothers. They earn
their living by their work, manual or otherwise,
often manual. They live among the poor sharing
their living conditions. They try to bear witness
to Jesus, the Nazareth worker, by their fraternal
love and by their silent solidarity with the poor.
Most of the time, they live among non-christians
a those alienated from the church. They want to
share in a special way with preferential love the
life of the exploited and marginalised. By their
single minded love for Jesus and the people,
through a life of prayer and solidarity, they
preach the love of Jesus the Nazareth worker:
“‘not with words but by their live”. By their
prayer and active participation in the eflorts of
the poor to better their lives and achieve greater
dignity, they enter into the liberating plan of
God for men. In short they try to be ‘“‘Little
brothers of Jesus and of those without name and
influence in the world’.

In India, they are in a small village in Tamil-
nadu. They hope to start other communities else-
where in India among the city-dwellers and other
marginal groups. At present there are nine
brothers in India. They hope that the Christian
community will understand and take up this
challenge of a life of poverty among the people
as an ideal for religious life.

The formation consists of an year of postu-
lancy at least. The noviciate is also of the same
duration, followed by two or three years of pro-
bation and religious studies. After a period of six
to nine years, final profession is proposed as a
last gesture in the surrender of one’s life to God
as a Little Brother of Jesus. Every candidates is
expected to have at least his high school studies.

Little Brothers of Jesus
ANBAGAM

Alampundi, S. Arcot Dt.
Tamilnadu

Pin Code 604 151
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Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy

The Congregation of the Sisters of St.-Joseph
of Annecy had altogether a modest, obscure be-
ginning. It is a missionary Congregation founded
in the middle of the 17th century at Le Puy in
France by a Jesuit Priest’ Rev. Fr. Jean Pierre
Medaille. During the course of his extensive missi-
onary tours, he came in close contact with the
deplorable conditions of the people. The painful
consciousness of the spiritual and material needs
of the society made him conceive the idea of be-
ginning a new form of religious life outside the
cloister as a witness to the Gospel through the
undertaking of works of mercy. This was too
novel and daring an innovation for the mentality
of those days. For, until then all religious Con-
gregations of women were strictly cloistered.
There was no one to sympathise with and give
support to his project and therefore it had to be
abandoned. Nevertheless, the plan was constantly
in his thoughts.

In 1644 Msgr. De Maupas was ordained Bishop
of Le Puy. This prelate was an ardent admirer of
St. Francis de Sales who also had earlier enter-
tained smililar ideas of establishing religious
communities of dedicated women living in commu-
nities who would as occasion demanded come out
to alleviate any sort of distress. The saintly
bishop of Geneva was confronted with much oppo-
sition - His plan too could not materialise under
such circumstances. Knowing that Msgr. De Maupa’s
outlook was quite different, Fr. Medaille confided
his plan to him. Recognising the hand of Divine
Providence in this new ‘Design’ Msgr. De Maupas
immediately gave it his full protection.

On 15th October, 1650, the Bishop assembled
the first six young women who under the guid-
ance of Father Medaille aspired to great holiness,
gave them a conference, and the name of St.
Joseph together with a form of habit. He also
gave them the Constitutions Father Medaille had
written for them. Thus was the Congregation of
the Sisters of St. Joseph born and “joined to the
ranks of religious™.

From Le Puy, several independent communi-
ties spread rapidly throughout France until the
French revolution put a stop to the expansion
and dispersed the sisters.

_ After the French revolution, those who sur-
vived came together under the authority of an
able, fervent religious Mother St. Johu Fontbonne.
Soon, it was possible to found branch houses.
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One of these, founded at Annecy became the
Mother House of our Congregation.

The little Congregation, or rather ‘The Little
Design’® conceived by Rev. Fr. J. P. Medaille
having been so blessed by God was able, in course
of time, to establish foundations in Savoy and
Switzerland.

Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy in India 1849 — 1986

In 1849, Msgr. Neyret, a missionary of St.
Francis de Sales and Vicar Apostolic of Visakh-
patnam asked for Sisters of St. Joseph for his
mission. This was the beginning of the mission
of St. Joseph’s Sisters in India. The sisters are
mainly engaged in teaching, nursing and social
work. Their founder having put no restrictions
to the kind of work they may undertake, the
sisters devote themselves to all that the full de-
velopment of the mission requires. The only
condition recommended by the founder is that
they devote themselves by preference to the
poor.

Rev. Mother Ste. Blandine Rev. Mother M. Teresita
(Superior General) (Provincial)

In Iudia, the Congregation has houses in
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Karnataka, The Pro-
vincial Ilouse is at Waltair, Visakhapatnam. The
sisters, total number in India is about two hund-
red. There are several sisters from Kerala. But
now, as the church is steadily growing in these
mission territories, local vocations too are on the
increase — Thank God —

With regard to the various activities of the
Sisters, they build and run a Women’s College,
Elementary, Upper-Primary and High Schools
both at the head-quarters as well as out in the
mission stations in English and in the Vernacular.
They run Creches for the benefit of the children
of working women. They also run hospitals, dis-
pensaries, leprosy and mobile clinics. Moreover
sisters gather women, both married and un-
married at certain centres and give them proper
guidance and instructions in natural family plan-
ning, in mother and child welfare programmes
etc. They visit homes, hospitals, prisons, aiming
thereby, to bring home to the people the message
of the love of the Father for all mankind. Where
necessary, material help is made available to the
real destitutes, e. g. the refugees, the victims of
flood, drought, accidents etc’



Sisters of St. John the Baptist

The Congregation of Sisters of St. John the Baptist was founded
in the year 1928 in Leutesdorf — W. Germany by Father John Mary
Haw. It is in the dioceses of Trier, and canonically approved in the
year 1929.

After the first world war, Father John Haw, very much aware
of the religious and social needs of the time, responded to God’s call
and followed it. Knowing that he could not accomplish this mission
unaided, with help of a few dedicated men and women, he founded
the St. John League. Its aim was both social and personal. During
and after the Second World War Father John Haw had to face lot
of difficulties. He was imprisoned by the Nazis. All the houses
were forced to be closed. After the world war they came together
from all the corners and then re-established the Society.

In course of time new religious communities grew out of the
League, missionaries of St. John the Baptist for Priests and St.
John. Sisters of Mary Queen for women. Besides West Germany
the Congregation is working in Portugal and S. Africa.

We started our first house in India in the Diocese of Chanda
in 1971. We have 8 houses in 4 different dioceses. 7 houses are
in Maharashtra and one in Kerala. At present we are 40 professed
sisters, 10 Novices and 13 candidates.

Our sisters are engaged in Catechetical works, Village develop
and Rural health programmes, Rural training Centres, Nursing and
teaching.

Our Noviciate is for two years, postulancy 6 months and
candidates-ship 1 year. During this time they are given Religious,
Spiritual classes and language.

To continue his saving mission of love through a life of
prayers and by an active presence in the world of today, we try
to live the gospel values of simplicity and the joy of sharing.
If you are interested — have a fundamental disposition to dedicate
yourself to God and your fellow men — have a good physical and
mental health.

— have matriculation with good number or P. D. C.

Address :
Reg. Superior Or Sr. Superior
Agragami Convent John Haw Vihar
Jail Road Anchery P. 0.
Wardha 442 001 Trichur - 6
M. 'S.
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Religious of Mary Immaculate

The Congregation was founded and became
full-fledged on June 11, 1876, (Feast of the Holy
Trinity in that year). The historical and social
background in Spain and Europe at the time was
the Industrial Revolution .. “The old order
change the giving way to the new and God reveals
Himself in many ways” ..

Our Foundress, Vicenta Maria Lopez at the
age of 21 years refused the suitors in marriage
brought forward by her parents with her decisive
answer “‘Neither to a saint nor a king!” On the
other hand, her basic ideal “The will of God is
my only goal”, made her exclaim with joy at the
end of an eight-day Retreat: “THE GIRLS HAVE
WON!" Her prayerful attitude and humility, like
that of Mary, her Mother and model, gave her
that inner freedom to set aside her own keen desire
of joining an already established order of clois-
tered sisters for the integral formation, welfars=
and salvation of the “girls” In the face of each
one of them she saw the face of Jesus, their
Redeemer ..

Which “girls”?-one may ask. Young Domestic
Workers (servants) whom she visited with her
Aunt on their hospital visitation. These girls,
“poor” in every aspect of the word, found them-
selves lost and exploited in the big city of Madrid
to which they had come, desperately leaving their
village homes in order to find any employment ..
This was a new class of workers despised, margi-
nalised-off from society in the wake of the new
emerging affluent society.

(It is a pity that even today, in our country,
their lot has not much improved, and there s
not another Congregation to take up their cause.)

Vicenta Maria saw clearly in her Retreat
that the charitable word initiated by her Aunt -
hospital visitation and renting the ‘Little House’,
— La Casita-providing a HOME and HOSPITA—
LITY to these sometimes jobless and convales-
cent as also those girls who for the first time
arrive in the city from the country villages
looking for work or preparing themselves for it
—had to become a permanent service in the
Church.

In brief from the PERSON OF JESUS young
Vicenta Maria receives her CALL and MISSION
to which she gives her wholehearted RESP/NSE.
The apostolate, a small social project initiated by
her Aunt is given the stability of a full Religious,
Ecclesial foundation destined to spread throughout
the world.

What is her heritage to the Church to-day
through her sisters in the 113 houses in the 10
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provinces spread oul in Europe, America, Africa
India and Manila? A spiritual life deeply rooted
in  Christ - through , the Spiritual  Exercises;
personal and community prayer; the Holy Eucha-
rist; love of Mary; Fraternal charity — her words
“Speak always of each other with much esteem ..”
“Love one another in God and for God and see
God Himself in your Sisters i the “GIRLS
STILL WIN” -YOUTH in every kind of NEED
especially in moral danger. To quote Vicenta Maria
“Every activity should serve “HER” (the girl’s)
growth and freedom in Christ!,” Her characteri-
stics -~ Love of God and neighbour expressed in
warmth and hospitality is still the hallmark in
all our Houses!

The YOUTH in NEED are served in India
and abroad .. (“Come and see..”) in a spirit of
joy —through .

. Residences (Hostels)

.- Employment Bureaux for Domestic Workers

.. Social Centres

. Cultural Centres (Late evening schools for
young working girls .. this was an ideal
perceived way back in 1887 by our
Foundress: “What Iwish to have in

Seville is an evening school for young
working girls ..)

.. Recreational Centres

. Helping in the Parish

. Mission — Catecheties, Children’s Homes,

Women’s social and health uplift, Dispen-
saries ete.

In every house and every section of our
apostolate priority is the education in the faith
for the young woman to take her place in society
in today’s world. It is challenging!

GOD continues ..

To call, the PERSON OF JESUS attracts and
invites you too, voung ladies of today! .. Pope
Paul VI's words: ““The Church loves the youth
just as an old tree loves the springtime ..” Surely
our present Holy Father does have the same or
something more to say of YOU and for YOU,
YOUth!!l' Pray and ‘LISTEN’ to the small still
voice . .

Have you heard it ? - hesitate not .. contact:

Sr. Superior,

Regina Pacis Convent,
Seth Motishah Road,
Bombay 400 027



The Institute of the

Sr. M. Frederick Schoener, I.B.M.V. compiled
a history of the Institute of The Blessed Virgin
Mary in India in 1983, drawing materials from
various records, chronicles of the communities of
sisters and of the respective parishes and from
the book of Bishop Hartmann. Hence we have an
account, in every sense inspiring, of the remark-
able woman, who with courage, enthusiam and
perseverance worked for the Glory of God and
the salvation of souls. 3

Mary Ward was born in England, in 1383. To
begin an active, apostolic life, to start a new
religious order in accordance with God’s will, she
endured bitter oppositions, even imprisonment,
from the hierarchies of the church. When troubles
abounded she exhorted her companions saying:
“Mirth at this time is grace.”

The sixty years of her life are marked with
journeys from England to Flanders and Germany,
establishing communities for educating women
and children, graciously accepting the help given
by the rich nobilities. In Rome she presented
her petitions and plans of the Institute. These
journeys on foot were feats of heroic courage and
endurance considering her poor health.

Her companions laboured with the same zeal
and after her death and got the rules, the office
of the chief superior and the Institute subsequently
approved by Pope Clement XI in 1703, Pope
Benedict XIV in 1749 and Pope Pius IX on 5th
February. 1817.

Her Sisters are engaged in missionary acti-
vities in four continents. Their beginning in India
in 1853 is of importance to us. It was Bishop
Hartmann who enlisted the service of the Insti-
tute of the Blessed Virgin Mary in northern India
for the education of catholic children.

Patna became an independent ecclesiastical
unit in 1845 with Fr. Anastasius Hartmann as its
first vicar apostolic. The terrible condition that
first met his eyes made him weep. There were no
schools anywhere in the missions, no sisters, no
brothers. The area of the new mission covered

nearly half a million square kilometres. For
this gigantic task only four missionaries were
available.

In October, 1853, three sisters came to Patna
at the request of Bishop Hartmann, from
Burghausen, one of the earliest establishments of
the Institute. Srs. Augustine, Seraphina Ziegler
and Josepha Redel were the chosen ones. They
made three weeks journey in a ship driven by
sail and navigated by 10 Bengalies from Chittagong
to Calcutta and then to Bihar, through tributaries
of the Ganges and Brahmaputra. Then five Sisters
reached Bombay when Bishop Hartmann was in

Blessed Virgin Mary

charge of the Bombay Diocese. They had an
adventurous journey travelling in a bullock cart-
a most perilous and tedious journey moving
through fields, villages, thick jungles, open plains
and along the banks of rivers as yet unspanned
by bridges, often followed people, clapping their
hands joyfully, shouting after them in a tongue

Mary Ward, the Foundress

unknown to them. These brave sisters exhibited
the enduring and heroic spirit of Mary Ward and
her early companions. They left Bombay early
September and reached Patna when December
was far spent.

Till 1950, the German Provinces sent missiona-
ries to India. They started schools mainly for
catholics in fourteen different stations. By then
it was time for the young women of the land to
ease their burden.

On 24th May, 1950, the Provincial Superior
M. Aquinas Querengaesser turned to Kerala for
recruiting candidates. The first nine who voluntee-
red to join were received into the mnoviciate in
1951. Of these only our dear Sister M. Gertrude
Vadakkethotile who became 2nd General Assistant
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The Handmaids of Mary

The Handmaids of Mary is an Institute of diocesan rite founded
by a Jesuit, Fr. Edmond Harrison in 1944. Recruiting five (tribal)
girls from his mission Gangpur, a princely state of Orissa under the
diocese of Ranchi, he groomed them to become the pioneer Hand-
maids of Mary. In this task he was helped by Bishop Oscar Severin
S. J. of Ranchi and the sisters of Ann and the Daughters of the
Cross. His purpose in founding the Institute was to facilitate the
spread of the Gospel message among the tribal population of Gangpur.

The institute has a stunted growth till 1982. When the diocese
of Sambalpur comprising the whole of Gangpur and adjoining areas
was carved out of Ranchi the Institute received a new leave of life.
With the efforts of the new Bishop of Sambalpur Rt. Rev. Hermann
Westermann SVD and girls other than local ones also joined the Insti-
tute and prompted its growth. Now it has 287 professed sisters work-
_ing in nine dioceses of India, Rourkela-204, Sambalpur - 47, Cuttack-
Bhubaneswar -5, Balasore- 4 (Orissa —-261) Indore — 8, Ambikapur -5,
Raipur -4, Satna-4 (M. P. 21), and Changanacherry - (5 Kerala).

. The present Mother General is Rev. Mother Jeroma H. M. She
hails from an old parish of Rourkela diocese.

The Mother House is at Sundargarh in the diocese of Rourkela.
Our charism is to render joyful service like our Lady. Our main apo-
stolic activities are evangelisation and Catechetical work, education,
caring for the sick and social and developmental work. In most of our
convents sisters are entrusted with catechetical work in parishes,
teaching in the diocesan schools, running a dispensary for the poor,
a needle work school or Grihini Schools for women and young girls
and leperosy eradication work.

Rourkela diocese Ambikapur:

No. of convents: 16 No. of convents: 1
No. of sisters: 204 No. of sisters: 5
Sambalpur : Raipur:

No. of convents: 6 No. of convents: 1
No. of sisters: 47 No. of sisters: 4
Cultack — Bhuvaneswar: Satna:

No. of convents: 1 No. of convents: ;|
No. of sisters: 5 No. of sisters: 4
Balasore: Changanacherry

No. of convents: | No. of convents: 1
No. of sisters: 4 No. of sisters: 4
Indore:

No. of convents:
No. of sisters:

(=2l ]

in Rome in 1984, has gone to join the company

M. Amalia Kokkattu and M. Helen Kuttikkattu

of Saints in heaven. The others are still zealously
engaged in the work of Christ.

Propagation of faith through education is the
main apostolate of this Institute. This field of
apostolate is widened with poor dispensaries and
Village apostolates mainly in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Nepal and Bombay. The Sisters are now working
in 21 different Convents of our Institute as well
as in collaboration with other institutions indi-
vidually. Three Sisters, M. Lydia Muthuplackel,
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are getting ready to go to the Sudan Mission in
South Africa.

Following in the footsteps of our foundress—
a holy servant of God who said ‘“‘virtue is only
hard for those who think it so”” we move on.

Write to:— Superior

St. Mary’s Convent
21 Thorahill Road,
Allahabad - 211001



The Society of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary (D.HM.)

Founded in 1790, in France during the French
Revolution, by Fr. Peter Joseph De Cloriviere S
and Marie Adelaide De — Cice, the D. H. M. work
for the glory of God and the service of their
fellow men in 29 countries, under all the latitudes
of the globe: Europe, North America, Latin
America, Asia, Africa.

From the beginning, the D. H. M. were meant
to live a life of total consecration, in the midst
of the world, without any distinguishing sign; an
authentic religious life that could be lived even
at home, retaining one’s job, living outside a
structured community. It was the beginning of a
new form of religious life never before envisaged
in the Church. It was a response to historical
circumstances as well as a call to preserve the
essentials of religious life.

As a “consecrated religious”, a “D. H. M."”’; 1
am aware of being in touch with God. (He is my
way, my truth, my life) with others, with events,
with the technological, scientific, social, economic,
cultural changes of my time — with myself, and I
see my life’s work as helping to put others “in
touch’ with HIM.

A wvisible sign of my commitment is the 3
vows of Chastity, Poverty & Obedience, pronounc-
ed before the Church. To live the vows is to stake
everything on the fidelity of God. It is to adhere
to God with all my capacities of doing, thinking
& loving. It is to believe first of all, that HE is
love itself.

With a religious habit or any other dis#inc-
tive sign, living “‘in the world” yet ‘“not of the
world”. Jn. 17/15. We root our chastity in a life
of deep friendship with Jesus, in prayer and in
the interior space it creates in us. It is not for
convenience that we wish to be unknown, but for
,-a greater apostolic peneration. Our model is Mary

and the early Xtians who in the ordinary dress
of their times, lived fully the sublime mission to
which they were called.

Our unity forms itself in prayer, in faith and
in acceptance of our diversity. Nothing is uniform-
neither is this for reasons of convenience. It is in
the Heart of Jesus and of his Mother, that out
unity is situated. There we learn that little virtue
which calls for great strength, namely, humility.

The mother house of the D.H.M. is in Paris.
The society put down its first roots in India in
1951. Our Provincial house is in Bombay -
Nirmala Niketan. In Kerala, we have 4 houses.
Vimalalayam in Ernakulam, Marialayam in Panan-
gad, Nirmalalayam in Trivandrum & Amalanilayam
in Kottayam. The other houses of the D.H.M. in
India are in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu. We do not limit ourselves to
any particular or exclusive apostolic work but try
to be fully open to the needs of all times & place,
responding to them according to the possibilities
of our members. The Society of the D.H.M. makes
possible apostolic work on the community or
individual level and apostolic presence in family
life and in professions. The authenticity & full-
ness of our religious life depends on our love for
& fidelity to HIM

“Master, where are you staying?” ... “Come
and see”. They came and saw where he was
staying; and they stayed with him ... Jn. 1/38, 39.

Superior
‘Vimalalayam’
Chittoor Road
Cochin — 682 018
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Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate

1. Beginnings:-

The Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate
Constitute a Secular Institute of Pontifical right.
This was founded in Canada in the year 1952, by
Fr. Louis Marie Parent, an Oblate Father.

2. The Founder — His Inspirations:—

The Founder inspired by the Holy Spirit, was
moved to the founding of this Institute inorder
to live and bear witness to the charity of Christ
in the very midst of the world. He was impelled
to form this group of oblates, inorder to bring
the christian presence to the ordinary situations
of human life that is to say, “‘wherever Christ
has a right to be”. Nothing should seperate the
oblates from the ordinary lay people except the
quality of their being and presence.

3. A Briet History: -

Beginning with a few courageous and enter-
prising young women in 1952, this challenging
vocation was welcomed by brave youth, who
commited themselves by the 3 vows, and volunt-
eered to live the charity of Christ in the so called
mission countries. In 1967, Miss. Ireene Trepanier
responded boldly and with faith to the call to
form a group in Kerala, at Changanacherry. The
members are now scattered in different parts of
Kerala and Tamilnadu, engaging in professions of
various types, according to their qualification. By
now the Institute is spread out into 23 countries
around the world.

Inorder to achieve their ideal of christian
presence and witness, the oblates unite in one
mission to transform the world from within, by
living a well defined Spiritualily, which is centered
on the charity of Christ, and by living a secular
Consecreation by the vows of chastity, poverty
and obedience.

4. Apostolate:—

The oblate is called to transform her whole
life into an apostolate. It is in her daily work
and in all the circumstances of her existance that
she excercises her apostolate With special pre-
ference to the poor and under privileged, the
oblate chooses any profession, at any place-
“Wherever Christ has a right to enter’”. The
members are thus engaged in Government Insti-
tutions, in shops, schools, hospitals, agriculture,
Catechetical work, in social service field, etc. In
India members involve in professions like teaching
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in Government or management schools, nurseries,
work as social workers with voluntary and semi-

Government agencies and one is specialising in
Indian dances etec.

The Institute has its mother house in Canada
The house of the district (province) of Kerala-
Tamilnadu is at Changanacherry.

5. Formation: -
The stages of formation is-

1-2 years of aspirancy, 2-4 years of probation,
after which a candidate commits herself by the
3 vows. Formalion continues through the following
years, and at the 6th vows the oblate is considered
as permanent members, receiving her stability in
the Institute. Spiritual formation and professional
competence is of utmost importance for an oblate.
Like any ordinary lay person, she administors her
salary and revenues according to the spirit and
norms of the Institute.

For You Who are Seeking
You discover each day, that you are loved in
a unique Way.........c..uk

You want to respond with enthusiasm to a
call you heard in your heart...............

You are thinking of freely giving your whole
Lifete dhie Eord. . 0 i

Yet at the same time you would like to go
on living among your brothers and sisters...

To continue your profession:

To witness to Jesus Christ
Wherever they are
Wherever you are

Yet you want to collaborate with the Church
in twansforming humanity “‘from within"’-

Here is your answer-—

—-THE SECULAR INSTITUTE OF THE
MISSIONARIES OF MARY IMMACULATE.

Qualifications: -

Pre—degree pass — (Preferably, having a pro-
fession) For further informations:—

The Directress
Vimala Matha House,

Changanacherry 686 101
(Near Taluk Office)



The Congregation of the Missions

It was the year of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
1660, Weighted with years of age and worn out
in being spent himself for others, a French peas-
ant lay dying in Paris. His name is on the lips
of every one. ‘Father of the Poor’, ‘Apostle of
Charity’, they epitomized him. He was born on
April 24th of 1581, in a little village of Pouy, in
France. In his own life time, the net work of
his charitable organizations covered every Pro-
vince of France and across its frontiers, Italy,
Ireland, Poland, Medagascar and North Africa.
While he lay dying, his thoughts, be sure, went
out to the rubbish dumps of humanity, to the
prisons, bedlams, hospitals and to the houses of
the poor, where groups of his men and women
might be seen holding out the flame of charity.
On several occasions he said ‘““to be a Christian
and see a brother in affliction and not weep with
him is against charity”. Literally he wept, if
told that a child in any of his homes for the
abandoned, had died since his last visit. He wept
with the ‘less miserables’; at human misery. That
is Vincent De Paul — a man for the poor. To the
last feeble beat of his heart every fibre of his
being pulsated with his love for the poor.

True, Vincent’s endevours, rather reforms,
touched every facet of Lhe then human existence,
religious, economic, social and political. Who can
ignore his contribution towards the reformation
of the clergy of his time? Or his filth free con-
science in the ‘council of conscience’ of paris
that selected candidates for the appointment of
Bishops ? Or his foresight and vision in the trai-
ning of priests and their ongoing formation ? or
the enduring good results of a ‘popular mission’
that he pioneered for the spiritual well being
of his people ? And, of course one understands
well his constant efforts to obtain freedom for
the slaves of Barbary, for he himself had borne
the weight of the chains in Tunis for two years:
But all these, his contributions to human well
being and progress, outstanding as they are, fade
into insignificance, when compared with his con-
tribution to alliviate human suffering, a contri-
bution that has gone on increasing and is

- spreading fast, over the globe. The church of

God recognised - it by declaring him to be
the Patron of all charitable works, emendating
from him.

Vincent gave a blueprint of all his reforms,
human and social for the posterity. Two of his
major foundations that have come down to us
today are, The Congregation of the Mission and
the Daughters of Charity.

The Congregation of the Mission, Vincent
founded in 1625, initially a band of ignoraut
priests that he fondly called ‘The little Company’
to give retreats to the poor country folk. Today
about five thousand men, both priests and bro-
thers, are at the service of the church, in a
process of giving themselves to the poor.

The sagacious organizing skill of Vincent is
seen at its best in the Congregation of the Dau-
ghters of Charity that he founded with the help
of a holy woman - St. Louise de Marillac. Today
they number about 33 thousand and is the largest
congregation at the service of the poor and the
destitutes, in the hospitals, homes for the aged,
orphanages, mental assylums, leprosy clinies and
other fields. To them he said: *‘If a hungry man
knocks at yvour door while you pray, leave Christ
for Christ.”” At a time when to be a nun meant
to be shut up with in the four walls of a convent,
Vincent had succeeded in bringing them out to
be identified with the poor. They were to be
seen at the bed side of the sick in the hospitals
and attending to the injured at the battle fields
dlike. "He to6ld 'them “onece:” *° HBIA Your cloister
will be the house of the sick, your cell, a room
in someone’s hut, your chapel the parish church
...... " About 160 Daughters of Charity are work-
ing in India spread over to the states of Orissa,
Andhra Pradesh, Madras, Kerala, Gujarath, Maha—
rashtra, Bihar and Bengal.

Apart from these, he also had laid founda-—
tions for a few lay associations to bring relief to
the suffering, the number of which is ever on the
increase. There are also Congregations like the
Vincentian Congregation of Kerala, or the Sisters
of St. Vincent De Paul which have been started
drawing inspiration from him.

The spirit that animates all these Congre-
gations and lay insititutions is Vincent’s. His love
for God willing up in his heart and overflowing
to alleviate human suffering runs through them
all, an overflow that cannot be blocked.

On monday well before dawn of September
27th 1660, Vincent died bequeathing his love for
the poor to the posterity. Charity is as old as
God Himself and will ever live and in that
will live St. Vincent De Paul, ‘the living man
who died.’

Fr. George Varakulam C. M.
Vijay Bhavan

Berhampur - 10
Goyam Dt., Orissa.

~1
~3



The Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel

The Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel, the
Sisters of Wisdom and the Fathers of the Company
of Mary are three Religious Congregations that
acclaim St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort as
their Founder and special Protector. Though the
Brothers of St. Gabriel first arrived in India as
early as 1903 and are now well established in our
country with three provinces spread over the
South, Central and North India, the Fathers of
the Company of Mary and the Sisters of Wisdom
are rather late comers to India having their
establishments confined mainly to Bangalore. These
three congregations are independent of each other,
but are united by a common bond of Montfortian,
Spirituality and origin.

Louis Grignion was born on 31st January,
1673, at a small town called Montfort in Brittany,
western part of France. After the completion of
his studies at Rennes, he joined the Seminary of
St. Sulpice, Paris where he was ordained a priest
in 1700. Louis Montfort was a fiery preacher and
an ardent devotee of Mary. He died in 1716 and
during this short period of 16 years as a priest,
besides founding the three Congregations mentioned
earlier, he worked ceaselessly for the poor and
wrote several books and canticles in honour of
Mary. Among the very many books he wrote, ‘“The
Love of Eternal Wisdom”, ‘“True Devotion to
Mary”’, “The Secret of Mary”, “Letters to the
Friends of the Cross”, and  ‘““The Secret of the
Most Holy Rosary” deserve special mention.

The history of the Brothers of St. Gabriel is
a very special one. From the very beginning of
his evangelizing work among the poor and common
people, St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort
(1673-1716) felt called by the Holy Spirit to
surround himself with disciples who would live
the Gospel with him in an apostolic way. To
help him in this task, he gathered a few Brothers
and asked them to share his way of life, bound
to him by the ties of obedience and poverty
(1715). At the moment of his death in 1716, he
entrusted to Divine Providence this small com-
munity that was to carry on his work, particularly
through charitable schools. Through the XVIIIth
century, the Brothers lived with the Fathers in
the Community of the Missionaries of the Holy
Spirit at St. Laurent-sur-Sevre, France.

Ever faithful over the years to the inspiration
of Montfort, the Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel,
now found in the diversified sociological contexts
of 26 countries, are engaged in the work of
announcing the GOOD NEWS OF LOVE, of PEACE
and of JUSTICE. They first came to India in
1903 in the Archdiocese of Pondicherry. Their
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work consists in teaching in schools of general
education, technical schools, schools for the handi-
capped, managing orphanages and Boys’ Towns
and doing catechetical work. Their Generalate is:
Fratelli di San Gabriele, Via Trionfale 12840,
00135 Roma, Italy.

In India there are three provinces: The
Province of South India, the Province of Central
India and the Province of North India. The
Province of South India has its provincialate at:
St. Louis Villa, Yercaud P. O.; Salem Dt. Pin Code:
636601, Tamil Nadu. They have mission stations
in the states of Mizoram Assam and the Fiji
Isles. The Brothers of the Province of South India
are found working in the following dioceses and
archdioceses:- Bangalore, Madras-Mylapore, Madurai,
Pondicherry, Oottacamund, Salem, Silchar, Dibru-
garh, Tiruchirapalli, Palayamkottai, Kottar and
Suva (Fiji Isles).

Though there are three different provinces in
India, the houses of Formation for all these three
provinces are held in common. Thus they have
their pre—postulancy at St. Gabriel’s Training
Institute, Uppal, Hyderabad-500039; their Noviti-
ates: 1) Sacred Heart Novitiate, FEachinkadu,
Yercaud P. 0., Salem Dt. Pin Code - 636602,
Tamil Nadu, and 2) St. Gabriel’s House, Sitagarah
P. 0., Hazaribagh Dt. Pin Code-825 301, Bihar
State; the Tercianship at: Montfort College, Old
Madras Road, Bangalore-560 075; Apostolic Schools
or Juniorates at: 1) Montfort Home, Palakurichy
P. 0., Tiruchy Dt., Pin Code-621 308 and 2) Nirmala
Hr. Sec. School, Kolathur P. 0., Salem Dt. Pin Code-
636 303.

The Province of South India conducts the
following institutions:— Higher Secondary Schools-
8; High Schools —14; Technical Schools —4; Primary
Schools-12; Technical Teachers’ Training Institute-
1; Teachers’ Training Institute (Academic) —1;
Institute for the Blind—1; Institute for the Deaf-1;
Boys’ Towns - 3; Village Project Centre — 1.

The Province of South lndia consists of: Pro-
fessed Brothers—171; Novices ~ 5; Postulants — 10;
Pre-postulants — 12; Candidates =72. Young men
who have passed their high school and who possess

, @ good character and an aptitude for studies and

desirous of becoming a religious Brother are
accepted as candidates.

The Province of Central India has its pro-
vincialate at: Montfort Bhavan, 11-6-862 Red Hills,
Hyderabad — 500 004. They have their Mission
station in Tanzania, Africa. The Brothers of this
Province are found working in 20 communities,
spread over the following dioceses and archdioces:-



Congregation of the Sisters of Nazareth

The Congregation of the Sisters of Nazareth is a diocesan reli-
gious congregation for women in the Archdiocese of Ernakulam. It was
started on March 19th, 1948 at Paduapuram by Rev. Fr. John Pinakatt
to fulfill a long cherished desire of His Grace Mar Augustine Kandathil,
the late Archbishop of Ernakulam. He visualised a Congregation dedi-
cated to improve the social condition of women especially the morally
deviated. Father John Pinakatt and Fr. Mathew Mankuzhikary while
designing the details of the mode of apostolate and spirit of the
congregation, kept “Family” the main centre of its apostolate.

Today Sisters of Nazareth spread the ““good news” to families
and women by teaching Home Science; publishing books and periodi-
cals, visiting families and organising family prayer groups. Women
and children unable to enjoy the love and security of a family for
various reasons, are helped through the different refuge homes con-
ducted by the sisters. Sisters engage also in medical and educational
services.

MISSION: FAMILY APOSTOLATE
Personal: 315
No. of houses: 30 (18 in Kerala, 1 in Bangalore, 9 in North India,

2 in Germany)

Fields of aclivities: Hospitals, College, Home Science Institutes,
Orphanages, Refuges homes, Technical institut-
ions, Marriage guidance and counselling centres,

Press.

Publication: ‘AMMA’ Magazine.

MOTHER GENERAL - SR. LOUISA C.S.N.

GENERALATE

- NAZARETH GENERALATE

ANGAMALY SOUTH - 683 573
KERALA, S. India
Phone - 438

Chanda, Goa, Hyderabad, Nalgonda, Vijayawada,
Vishakapatnam, Warangal and Iringa (Tanzania).
They conduct the following institutions:— Junior
colleges — 2; High Schools — 14; Technical Training
. -Centres — 4; Boys’ Towns — 3; Primary schools—15;
Old Age Home - 1; Social Service Centre — 1; The
Province consists of 110 Professed Brothers besides
the Novices,” Postulants and Candidates under
formation.

The Province of North India has its provincia-
late at:— Montfort Home, Kurji, Patna - 800010,
Bihar State. For administrative purposes, this
province is divided into two Regions — the Delhi

Region and the Ranchi Region, each with its own
Regional Superiors.

Young men who have passed their high school
and are motivated by an ardent desire to become
a religious and to work for Christ among the less
privileged brothren are cordially invited to join
our ranks to spread the KINGDOM OF GOD as a
Montfort Brother of St. Gabriel.

Brother Superior
St. Louis Villa
Yercaud
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Olivet Congregation

The Olivet Congregation was founded by Rt. Rev. Dr. V. R.
Fernadez, Bishop of Mangalore. The first house was established in
1934, at Olivet, Jeppu, Mangalore. The Congregation was established
to carry out alive apostolate and meet the urgent needs of the sheep
of the Lord.

. At present we have houses at Puthur, Kokkala, Nilappally,
Kankanady, Udupi, Kodialbail, Kalliarpur, Beltangali, Sullia, Vailody,
Trikarpur, and Coondapoor. We run schools at the following places:—

St. John’s H. P., Cascia
St. Joseph’s, Bajal

St. Rita’s H. S., Cascia
Milagres H. S., Mangalore
Resario H- S., &
Padua H. S., Mauthur.

Apart from these we run a hospital at Kankanadi (Fr. Mullers
Hospital), and a printing press at Udipi, Codialbail and Coondapoor-
Other apostolates include Boarding houses, and catechising work. All
the institutions where the brothers are working belong to the Diocese
of Mangalore.

For any further information write to:

Rev. Bro. Superior,
Olivet Congregation,
Olivet, Mangalore — 2



Sisters Our Lady of the Missions

Euphrasie Barbier (1829-1893) destined to be
the Foundress of the Sisters of Our Lady of the
Missions left her paternal home in peaceful
Normandy, North of France, as a frail girl of
nineteen to embrace the Religious Missionary life
in a newly founded Congregation of Calvery in
a tiny village of France, called Cuves. Because of
many tribulations, the new Congregation had to
abandon its missionary ideal and settled down to
work in England mainly to help the Oratorian
Fathers. However Euphrasie was clear that her
vocation was to go as a missionary in foreign lands.
With the permission of her Superiors and the
approval of the Holy See, she set out for Lyons
(France) with one companion and three francs to
unfurl on the hill of Fourviere, the banner of new
Congreation, that of the Sisters of Our ‘Lady of
the Missions, on 15th August, 1861. The Congegation
was only four years old when the Foundress,
Mother Mary of the Sacred Heart, sent out her
first band of missionary Sisters to New Zealand and
to the lovely islands in the Southern Seas. Today
there are thirty seven convents in New Zealand
and Samoa and the Sisters have made a great con-
tribution to Education and Missionary work among
the colonists and the Maori people.

But the Foundress’s eyes were ever turned
towards the Far East and in 1883 her dream was
realised when she was invited by the Benedictine
Bishop of Chittagong to send her first group of
daughters to work for India's teeming millions.
From the beginning, Mother Mary of the Heart of

Visiting Homes

Jesus, desired to admit local girls into the Congre-
gation in each mission territory. Now former
Indian Province is divided into three-Bangaldesh
Province,Indian Province and Burma Vice—Province.
In each of these Provinces. the native Sisters are
rendering valuable service among their own people
and girls of different races and tribes and their
Religious Missionary vocation as Sisters of Our
Lady of the Missions.

North East India: The Sisters of Our Lady of the
Missions came to Assam in 1915 to take over
St. Mary’s Orphanage, Shillong, from the German
Sisters of the Divine Word who had to leave

Child Care Centre, West Bengal
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With Orphan Children in Cylcutta

during the 1st World War. The School was then
only at Primary level with 61 pupils on the Rolls.
Today, St. Mary’s is a flourishing High School with
a College which started since 1937.

There are six communities of Sisters of Our
Lady of the Missions in the North East... one in
the North Cachar Hills in Haflong and the other
five in Meghalaya. All these communities are
engaged in the most important work of Education
from Primary level to High School and College.
The Sisters also devoted themselves to visiting
families, catechising and missionary work in the
villages. Wherever possible, a dispensary is also
attached to the Mission centre of the Sisters.
Candidates to our Religious Family may opt for
Nursing in order to serve in this capacity, especi-
ally for the rural poor. Sisters are also freed for
full time catechising and evangelization, particul-
arly in areas where there is shortage of Priests.

Our Lady Queen of the Missions Convent,
Calcutta opened in 1946, runs a School from
Kindergarten to I.C.S-E. The Sisters place a high
priority on the formation of youth, on Catechetics
and involvement of the students in social activities
to bring about social consciousness and a sense of
responsibility. There is a dispensary attached,
well patronised by all classes and creeds. A Primary
School for poor children of the area has served
the needs of the very poor who otherwise would
not have had the chance of going to School.

Holy Angels’ Convent, Kalyanpur in the 24
Parganas, West Bengal runs an orphanage where
abandoned babies and orphans have found a home
until they are ready to make alife for themselves.
The Sisters also. teach in the Parish School and
assist at other Parish activities. They also regularly
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visit the families in their Parish and in the
surrounding areas.

South India: The Congregation has also opened
houses in the South of India. The Novitiate House
has been transferred to Bangalore since 1970. The
two communities in Bangalore run Primary
Schools and a Dispensary. The three communities
in Mangalore teach in Parish Schools, run Dispensa-
ries and visit the families. They also assist in
various works of the Parish.

We the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions
of this generation continue to walk in the foot-
steps of our Venerated Mother Foundress and our
Pioneering Sisters, who loved us, our land and our
people. We breathe the spirit which they breathed
into us. We follow the traditions which they
established and make them relevant and meaningful
to the world of today and to our people. We
continue the works which they began. We dwell
in houses which they built by the labour of their
hands. We are inspired by their lives-lived com-
pletely for God, for  the Church, for the Good
News of Jesus. We inturn wish to go forth in the
same spirit of dedicated love and we want to
pass on this precious heritage to the young people
of today-to take up this noble and glorious task
of carrying the Good News of the Gospels of
Jesus to the ends of the earth!

PROVINCIAL HOUSE

0.L. OF THE MISSIONS

34, SYED AMIJR ALl AVENUE
PARK CIRCUS

CALCUTTA-700 017

W. BENGAL



The Poor Sisters of Our Lady

The Poor Sisters of Our Lady is a diocesan congregation of
simple perpetual vows. The congregation was errccted by a decree of
His Grace, the most reverened, Dr. Thomas D. Roberts S. J. Archbishop
of Bombay dated 14th Sept. 1939, with the Permission of the Sacred
Congregation of the Propagation of Faith.

The spirit of the congregation is contained in the words of
Christ, “I am here among you as your servant.” Its Charism is
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord, Let it be done to me according
to your word.”

Our Apostlate is varied:- Educational missionary, social, medical
and parish ministries. The congregation is ever ready to take up any
work assigned by the local Bishop. Our sisters work in dispensaries
homes for the aged people (priests & lay), pastoral centres, remote
mission centres and educational institution of our own as well as
those of the parishes in the Archdiocese. The Poor Sisters of our
Lady consider it their 'special duty to cater to the needs of the
diocesan clergy from the seminary years to the evening year of their
lives.

L It was in 1966, that the first batch of candidates from Kerala
Joined this Bombay Diocesan Congregation. Today it has about 125
perpetually vowed sisters, 11 Jumior sisters, 12 Novices and 6 postu-
lants.

We invite you to respond to the call of the Lord and write
to us if you wish to serve Him at his vineyard. Please contact:—

Poor Sisters of Our Lady
Stephenhall

23, Nathalal Parekh Marg
Bombay - 39



The Congregations of Pallottines

His Life

Born on April 2l1st, 1795. Via del Pellegrino,
130, - Rome. Ordained Priest for the Diocese of
Rome 16th May, 1818.

As a priest Vincent Pallotti unfolded an -
credibly manifold activity in the city of Rome.

* Pastor of Youth and reformer of existing clubs
and religious organisation. i

* Organizer of evening classes and trade schools.
* Spiritual Director of several Roman Colleges.
#*

Rector of Santo Spirito, the Neapolitan National
_ Church.

* Pastor of Soldiers, prisoners and the ill.

Confessor sought people from all walks of life.

* Spiritual Director of Mary Institutes of Sisters.

* Retreat expert and parish missionary.

* Writer and promoter of the apostolate of the
press.

*

Inspiration and promoter of Missionary founda-
tions.

4th April, 1835 Founded the Union of the Catholic
Apostolate and initiated through subsequent years,
the community of Priests and Brothers of the
Catholic Apostolate, and the communitv of the
sisters of the Catholic Apostolate.

2nd Jan. 1850 Died, at the centre of his new com-
munity San Salvatore in India.

22nd Jan. 1950. Proclaimed
IS [T,

20th Jan. 1963. Formally proclaimed “Saint” by
Pope John XXIII.

6th April 1963. Named Principal Patronfof Ponti-
fical Missionary Union of clergy.

He was know as:

“Blessed” by Pope

* Apostle of Rome.

* Prophet of the Vocation of lay {People to
the Apostolate.

* Forerunner of dynamic lay apostolic con-
sciousness.

His Work

Vincent Pallotti was not only an untiring pastor
and apostle himself, but also worked hard to
enlist co-workers in the apostolate. Thus out of
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Vincent Pallotti, the Founder

an apostolic group of friends, of priests, religious
and lay persons—there grew the ‘‘Union of the
Catholic Apostolate” in 1835.

Basically, this Union is open to all the faithful
from every walk of life. Its goal is, ““to renew the
faith among Catholics, enkindle their love and to
spread it all over the world”. Through this associ-
ation he wanted to awaken and deepen the aware-
ness in all believers of their apostolic call, and to
lead them to an active participation in the mission
of the Church. Vincent Pallotti is the herald of
the universal (= catholic) apostolate of the baptiz-
ed and a promoter of the apostolate of the lzity.
He writes ““Jesus is the Apostle of his father......
Since everyone is obliged to imitate Jesus, then
everyone is called to the apostolate.”

Vincent Pallotti then founded the community of
priests and brothers—Society of the Catholic
Apostolate (Pallottines) —and entrusted to the
members the task of instructing, animating, guid-
ing, and protecting the unity of the Union of the
Catholic Apostolate.

To this end, different communities of sisters,



secular institutes and associations of the faithful,
co-operate in ways specific to their own identity.

The Union exists in strength in all parts of the
World. The members—as individuals, groups, men,
women, married, single, voung and old—all feel
a sense of belonging to the apostolic impulse of
St. Vincent Pallotti. All share a common commit-
ment to the apostolate of the Church. He con-
ceived his institute as “an evangelical trumpet
that calls everyone, invites everyone, that re-
awakens the zesal and charity of all the faithiul
in every state, rank and condition, so that every-
one will co-operate effectively and preseveringly
in the evangelical undertaking of the Catholic
Apostolate.”

Their programme is: to pray together; team-work
in the apostolate; and a search for a common and
Pallottine style of living.

Vincent Pallotti entrusted his work to Mary Queen
of Apostles. He saw in her a clear proof for the
existence of an apostolate open to all.

She is the model to imitate.

Through her intercession we await a new dawn
for the Church.

His Charism

Vincent Pallotti’s untiring work in Rome as well
as his universal Catholic Apostolate were inspired
by a deep inner ‘‘experience of the Spirit”, of a
special charism which God gave him.

The ultimate motive in the life of Vincent Pallotti
was his experience that God is boundless love and
infinite mercy. He does not abandon people, whom
he created in his own image. He does not aban-
don them even when sin has separated them from
him. He continues to help them through an even
greater miracle of love and mercy. He sends His
Son to be the Saviour and the Christ.

* Jesus, the Son of God made man, who gave him-
self for us until death on the cross, is the greatest
and most convincing revelation of God’s love and
mercy for people. St. Paul’s saying: “Christ’s love
urges us on” (2 Cor. 5:14), became the motto and
motif of Vincent Pallotti.

God’s love for us which reveals itself in Jesus
forced Vincent Pallotti to responded. He responded
by following Jesus in a personal way and in his
apostolic zeal. “I have come to bring fire to the
earth, and how I wish it were blazing already’
(Lk. 12:49). Vincent Pallotti wanted to lead all the
baptized to a deeper understanding of God’s in-
- finite love and mercy — “to remew the faith”. He
wanted to encourage them to respond to God’s
love — ‘“‘to rekindle their love”, and impelled by
Christ’s love, to give themselves as much for the
salvation of their neighbour as for their own- “‘and
to spread it throughout the world”. Pope Paul VI

writes about this Charism.”” St. Vincent Pallotti was
a precursor: he anticipated almost a century ago
a discoverv. Is it wrong to use the word ‘dis-
covery 2" But we must be realistic and dare to
say it. His was a discovery that even in the world
of the laity there is a capacity for good, which
before was dormant, timid and unable to be ex-
pressed. The saint, almost striking at the consciex_lce
of the laity, drew forth from them new energies.
He gave the laity a consciousness of the possibil-
ity for good, he enriched the christian community
with a sense of multiplicity of vocations. In this
way Christians would have not just a passive and
tranquil acceptance of their faith but rather an
active and militant profession of it. This means
that Vincent Pallotti gave us an extremely actual
and modern lesson, namely that we are to respect
the “vocation” — as we call it today — of the
mature age of the laity.”

His Followers

The growth of the Society in the first forty years
was slow due to the fact that the founder died
when his Society was not yet properly established,
and had only 12 members. A further impediment
to its growth was the fact that the idea of in-
volving the laity in the apostolate of the church
was not welcomed by the authorities. The Society
was asked to give up its original name and idea
and was allowed to function only under the title
of “Pious Society of the Missions” (P S M). At
the beginning of this century the Society experi-
enced a rapid growth. Mission areas were takeu
up in Africa, Australia, South Amer_iﬁ..At the same
time the members of the Society tried in different
ways to involve the laity in the apostolate of the
Church. And in 1947, when the church accepted
the idea that the laity has its own role to play
in the church, the original title “Society of the
Catholic Apostolate” was given back to the Pallo-
ttines. Today the Pallottines are working in all
Continents. They have 2256 members working in
10 Provinces, 7 Regions and 14 Delegatures.

In April 1951, the first Pallottines from the South
German Province came to India to work in the
Eastern part of the Arch-diocese of Nagapur com-
prising the Districts of Raipur, Biaspur and Durg.
The first 3 pioneer fathers — later on temporarily
supported by 3 Australian Pallottines - began their
work immediately from Raipur and Kutela. Yet
the immediate concern for the Indian Foundation
was to foster indigenous vocations. Thus the deve-
lopment of the Indian Region with its headquar-
ters in Nagapur can be divided into three stages:
a) Stress on getting indigenous vocations, b) build-
ing up the missions especially the diocese of
Raipur c) engaging in specific Pallottine tasks of
enkindling the apostolic spirit of the laity.

At present the Pallotines in India are working in
17 dioceses and have 142 members, 25 novices, 36
Scholastics, and 83 candidates.
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PARIS MISSION SOCIETY

The Paris Mission Society is not a religious Society, though its
name is mentioned in C. R. I. Directory. It is a society of ‘secular’
priests. Its main objective: Born in 1655, on the formation of an
indigenous secular clergy in Mission lands Born in 1655 on the initi-
ative of the Conference of Bishops of France, entrusted by the
Propagation of Faith to Msgr. Francois PALLU, its principal fouader
(1636-1684), the Society has been in existence since then, having its
headquarters and seminary in Paris. For the past three centuries, it
has sent hundreds of missionaries from France, or from French speak-
ing countries, to the Far East particularly (China, Thailand, Korea,
Japan, Vietnam, Burma, Malaysia, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, India).
By its efforts, ecclesiastical Hierarchy has been partly instaured in the
above countries (understand “indigenous Hierarchy). In India, it has
been responsible for the creation of the dioceses of Pondicherry,
Kumbakonam, Salem, Bangalore, Mysore, Qotacamund, Coimbatore.

Y

ot : : ¢ . : ST
et The Society, having as its main objective the creation of indi-

genous secular clergy, does not strive to recruit for itself among the
people it works. It devotes all its energies to the increase of the
local clergy. Consequently and naturally, where the indigenous secular
clergy has increased, there the number of Paris Mission Society
missionaries (M. E. P.) has decreased. MEP Fathers who numbered
nearly 250 years ago in India, are now 31 only. The word of St.
John the Baptist could be applied to it in a way: “It (local clergy)
must increase, while I (MEP clergy) must decrease”.

Regional Superior M.E.P.
St. Peter’s Seminary,
Bangalore - 560 055
Phone : 390610



The Society of the Brothers of S§t. Patrick

The Society of the Brothers of St. Patrick
was founded in Tullow, Ireland, on 2nd February,
1808 by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Daniel Delany, Bishop
of Kildare and Leighlin. On that day he received
the first four members who, a few months later,
were joined by three others. And so the infant
Society began its struggle — a struggle which
fortunately continues.

From its obscure birthplace the Society spread
to different parts of Ireland, there being now thir-
teen houses in that country.

But houses, too, were founded outside Ireland,
the first being in 1875, at Madras, where at pre-
sent the centenary celebrations are being held.
What a different place St. Patrick’s, Adyar,
Madras, is now from the well-nigh terrible days
of the start in George-town ! Next came the taking
over in 1893 of St. George’s College, and 5t.
Fidelis High School, in Barlowganj, Mussoorie—
institutions till then being run by the Capuchin
Fathers from Florence, and about a year later
of St. Joseph’s College, Coonoor, Nilgiris, from the
Fathers of the Paris Foreign Mission. In 1911 the
Brothers went to Lahore — now in Pakistan — to
manage St. Anthony’s, at that time a very small

school for poor children. The next foundation
came some twenty—three years later — St. Joseph’s
Academy, Dehra Dun. In February 1952, St. Mary’s
Academy Meerut Cantt., was opened and then on
January 8th 1963, Mount St. Mary’s High School,
Delhi Cantt. The story of how these schools have
grown — some after long years of struggle, others
rapidly — makes inspiring reading: for the Society
is not a thing of yesterday; it has its tradi-
tions, its history; its present task being to stand
four square in these strange and puzzling times.

The Society, too, spread to Australia, the
Brothers having been invited to Sydney in 1879.
Here in the suburbs of the city they |[founded
Holy Cross College, a magnificent institution which
has accomplished great things over the years, and
flourishes to-day in all its vigour. Other houses of
the Australian Province — which has had a new
lease of life after Werld War II — are situated
at Wahroonga, Blacktown, Fairfield, Granville
Liverpool, Narellan and at Aitape in New Guinea,

Since 1947, the Brothers have been working in
the U.S.A. where they have three foundations:
St. Monicas’ High School, Santa Monica; Pater

Final Profession of Patrician Brothers
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THE SOCIETY OF PILAR

The Society of Pilar was founded in 1887 by
Fr. J. M. C. Bento Martins of Orlim, Goa, as an
outlet to the suppressed missionary and religious
spirit of the Goan clergy. Goa had been right
from the 16th century a Centre of irradiation of
the Good News of the Gospel of Christ throughout
the East, thanks to the legion of zealous missio-
naries who are coming from abroad and headed
by St. Francis Xavier, established the Catholic
Faith from Mozambique to Japan, making Goa
the Centre and spiritual .power house of their
activity. Goans had not only received the Faith,
but had equalled and, may be, even surpassed in
missionary zeal, their very evangelisers. Many
Goan missionaries had worked side by side with
the Europeans in these “Padroado” missions. Fr.
Joseph Vaz, Fr. Jacome Gonsalves and a host of
Goan missionaries from the Oratorian Congregation
of St. Philip Nery by using wise methods of in-
culturation and adaptation had saved and streng—
thened the Catholic Faith and brought many
Tamil, Simhaleise and Canarese people into the
fold of the Catholic Church in Ceylon and South
India’ from 1680 to 1835. However by the eight—

Noster High School, Los Angeles and Midway
City Novitiate House.

And last of all Africa! The Brothers have
made a start in Kenya they run schools at Iten
and Eldoret. The question is where next?

All the Provinces have their own novitiates,
perhaps — to be somewhat euphemistic — not ex-
actly full, but they continue, and there are hope-
ful signs. We are here reminded of the old fable
of the fox in the well — when one is up, the
other is down.

In this brief notice when mentioned but one
name, that of the Founder. And the reason — the
line of really good men, exemplary religious, and
devoted sons of the Church and of the Society,
is too long for our purpose here. Besides, a, scho-
larly work, recently published in Ireland by one
of the Brothers, makes most interesting reading
and throws much light on the efforts and achieve-
ments of the early members and on the conditions
prevailing in Ireland in the midninteenth century
— a far cry from our 1975; but have we not much
to learn from the undaunted course and all-con-
quering faith of those who have gone before,
leaving us such splendid example ?

Rev. Bro. Provincial Superior
Mount St. Mary’s High School

75 Parade Road, Delhi Cantt,
New Delhi - 110 010
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eenth century Portuguese power had crumbled in
the East. The religious, mostly coming from
Portugal and other European countries had by
now become lukewarm. Political upheavals in
Portugal had led to the suppression of the Jesuits
in Portugal and its Colonies including Goa, by
1761, and of all the other religious orders by
1835. This decree of suppression did not spare
even the native Oratorian Congregation of St.
Philip Nery. All the ‘“‘Padroado” missions in the
East were abandoned...... 1

Fr. Bento Martins, the Founder

Goan secular Clergy did rise to the occasion.
In the words of Dr. George Morazs, ‘‘the Goan
secular Clergy bearing the burden of the day and
its scorching heat kept alive, alone and unassisted,
the Catholic Faith from Comorim Point to Everest
Peak' and also outside India.

There were no missionary and religious Orders
in Goa from 1835 to 1887. Goans like Fr. Custodio
Barreto tried to found an Association of Missio—
naries but did not succeed. However, the fire of
Goan Missionary zeal had to find an outlet. The
longing for religious life in “the mnative clergy
could not be suppressed with the stroke of the
pen of a few disgruntled politicians in Portugal
and its Colonies. These Goan aspirations were



Pilar Monastery, the Mother House of the Society

finally cristalized in the Missionary Society of
St. Francis Xavier, Pilar.

The Society of Pilar is Born

The Society was founded in Agonda, Canacona,
Goa, in 1887, and shifted to the abandoned Pilar
Monastery (of the Reformed Franciscans of the
erstwhile Mother of God Province) in 1890. Hence
it came to be known as the Society of Pilar and
its members Pilar Fathers. Pilar as headquarters
of the Society soon became a: hub of feverish
pastoral and missionary activity. A Catechume-
nate was instituted in 1890, which resulted in 451
adult baptisms: Pilar missionaries established
Christianity in the newly acquired taluks of
Satari, Ponda, Sanguem and Canacona, in Goa,
their centres of activity being Valpoi, Shiroda
and Agonda parishes to which later on Sanvordem
was added.

They also organised the mission work at
Kumta, Honavar Monki, Kasargod. Chandavar and
other parishes of the present Karwar diocese.
The Pilar Fathers were stalwart preachers of the
Word of God in the Parish Churches of the Goa
Archdiocese; closed retreats were held for men
and later on for wemen at Pilar in which the
cream of Goan Society used to participate. One
of its outstanding members, was the ascetic
figure of Fr. Agnelo D’ Souza, an eminent preacher,
pastor of souls and spiritual director of the
Rachol Seminary. He die in the odour of Sanctity
on 20th November, 1927. The process of his Be-
atification is advancing in Rome. The three

diocesan processes sent to Rome were approved
and the apostolic process of the life and virtues
is in the final stage. Only the last process of
miracles is yet to be started.

New Life and Progress

From, 1887 to 1936 the Society had in all 21
members. However, by 1937 the Society had de-
clined and had only 2 living members, one of
whom being old retired to his home. No new
members had joined the Society since 1929. At
this juncture, a band of clerics from the Rachol
Seminary were drawing a plan to inject new life
into the dying Society. Five priests and 2 lay—
men joined the only surviving members of the old
Society and on 2nd July, 1939, the Society of
Pilar wasreorganized with a new Constitution accor—
ding to the revised Canon Law which brought
stability and ensured its future progress and expan -
sion.

Nagar—Haveli Mission

Immediately after the Novitiate and first
Profession of the Reorganizers in 1940, the Society
took up the Mission of Nagar-Haveli and sent 2
priests to work there. As time passed others follo-
wed them and today the mission covers the entire
Union Territory of Nagar- Haveli, Daman and
Vapi in South Gujarat. There are 16 Priests and
2 brothers working in 8 mission parishes and
residential stations. The Society has built 2
Churches at Khanwel and Dapada, and several
Chapels and multipurpose halls in other remote
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corners. The Church edifice at Vapi is almost
ready. The mission has one High School and 18
Primary Schools catering to 3250 students of which
1800 are cared for in 12 hostels and orphanages
thanks to the generoussponsorship of the society’s
benefactors. Self help schemes, tube- wells, lift
irrigation schemes and dispensaries help to make
village life worth living in a land of famines.
Today the mission has over 9000 Catholics in a
population of 1,53,000.

The Seminary of Pilar

In 1942, the All India Mission Seminary was
inaugurated to ensure the vitality and future
stability of the Society with only 7 students on
the rolls. Year by year the Seminary went on
increasing in strength and has already given the
Society 115 of its 138 priests. In 1985-86 the
Seminary has 69 professed Scholastics, 25 candi-
dates in the Novitiate, 64 Pre— Novices (Std. XI,
XII and Special Course) and 120 Apostolic School
candidates (Std. VII to X). The society has 23
Brothers working in the various units.

Sanguem Mission

In 1951, the Society took up the Sanguem
mission. Today it consists of 5 parishes, 3 residen—
tial posts and 6 un- residential stations, 20 Priests
and 2 Brothers are attached to the mission which
also runs a Junior College, 6 High Schools, 4
Primary Schools, an Orphanage a Dispensary and
2 Agricultural development farms. One of these
farms namely at Collem, has provided lift irri-
gation facility not only to its own Sugar- Cane
Crops but also to fifty poor families holding plots
adjacent to the farm.

Bombay Mission

In 1951, Cardinal Gracias, the Archbishop of
Bombay placed the missionary parish of Ambarnath
under the charge of the Society, where there was
neither a Church nor a School. Starting at the
grass roots, the Pilar Fathers started the Fatima
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High School which today caters to astudent popu-
lation of over 3000, built the beautiful Fatima
Church and put up a dispensary for the benefit
of slum dwellers. The Fathers also cater to the
mission parishes of Karjat, Ulhasnagar and
Badlapur. The Catholic population rose from 600
in 1961 to 7000 at present. 5 priests are attached
to the mission. Recently a recruitment centre for
selection and initial training of candidates for the
Society’s Seminary has been started there.

In 1957, the Society purchased a large house
and plot at Bandra and put up a big technical
complex with an orphanage, a high school, ITI
and a Junior Technical College. The unit has grown
rapidly into a huge Technieal College with modern
sophisticated machinery, catering to the education
of future engincers and builders of our country.

In 1977, the Parish of Juhu Tara in Santa
Cruz (West) Bombay was entrusted to the Society.
In place of a small Church, a large new Church
with provision for School, Parish hall and Parish
house has been put up by the Society.

Punjab-Hariyana Maission

In 1961, the Sirsa—Bhatinda mission was taken
up by the Society in the day land of sand dumes
extending to over 2000 villages in 3 districts, 2 of
Haryana and one of Punjab. Presently the mission
counsists of 4 parishes and several semi-residential
stations. It has 2 high schools, one Middle School
and 3 Primary Schools, one hostel, one orphanage,

" 3 dispensaries and several social services projects.

A Church has been built at Dabwali and another
at Bhatinda is nearing completion. 10 Priests
and 2 brothers are attached to the mission. A
band of trained local catechists help the priest.

The Port Blair ‘Diocese

The Andaman and Nicobar Mission was entru-
sted to the Society by the Sacred Cougregation of
Propaganda Fide in the vast ocean expanses of
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the Bay of Bengal. The first 2 priests of the
Society landed there in 1965. Out of about 324
islands about 38 are inhabited, the total population
being 2 lakhs. Today the mission consists of 4
parishes and 2 semi-residential stations in the
Andamans group and 1 residential and 4 semi-
residential stations in the Nicobars group. 18 Pri-
ests and a brother are attached to the mission
which has a Hindi Medium Higher Secondary and
High School, Grihini multipurpose schools 3 pri-
mary schools, 3 hostels and orphanages, 2 dispen-
saries, transit houses in Calcutta and Port Blair
and several socio—economic development projects.
Churches have been built at Mathura, Rangat,
Mayabunder and in 3 stations in Nicobar. The
Cathedral is nearing completion at Port Blair.
From a mere 2000 Catholics in 1965, the Catholic
population has risen to 18500 at present.

Pope John Paul II in appreciation of the
work done by the Pilar Fathers, has raised the
mission into a Diocese by his Bull “Ex quo
Christus” dated 22nd June, 1984 and appointed
Rt. Rev. Alex Dias s. f. x. member of the Society
as its first Bishop. Rt. Rev. Alex Dias had worked
for 5 years in the mission (1971-76) prior to his
higher studies in Rome. He was the Rector of the
Major Seminary, Pilar prior to his consecration
in Port Blair on 20/1/1985.

Other Missions

Baster: The Baster Mission in Madhya Pradesh
was entrusted to the Society of Pilar in the
Prefecture Apostolic of Raipur as a separate
mission in 1967. The Society’s members did the
initial spade work and developed the mission
from 1967 to 1973. However in 1973 the mission
was handed over to the Oriental Rite Catholic
CMI Congregation and raised to an exarcate and
was made a diocese in 1977, with its head-
quarters at Jagdalpur, the capital city of Bastar.

Agharma: The Ranchi diocese of Bihar was entru-
sted to the Pilar Fathers in 1976 and raised to
a separate parish in 1977. Besides pastoral work,
the mission serves as a recruitment centre for
vocations from Chota Nagpur for the Society.
2 priests and a brother are attached to the
mission. The Society purchased plots and constru-
cted a parish house, an youth training centre,
a Candidates wing, a high school with agricultural
bias, carpentary poultry, dispensary, a warehouse
for the people and tube wells and wells. The
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary (FMM Sisters)
help the Pilar Fathers in the Pastoral work and
dispensary. The old church existing there is
crumbling down and so plans are afoot to construct
a new church cum multipurpose hall. Besides, the
parochial middle school, the Society has started
a High School which is steadily growing. From
Chota Nagpur the Society has already fifteen
candidates studying in the Major Seminary, one is
doing his Theology, two in the Regency, five in
Philosophy, two in the Novitiate and five in the
Pre-novitiate at Pilar, Goa.

Kota: In the diocese of Mangalore, was erected as
a separate parish in 1978 and given to the Society.
One priest and one brother are attached to the
house. The parish serves as a recruitment centre
for vocations for the socielty from the entire
Mangalore diocese. The Pilar Fathers hold vocation
camp in Kota and keep contact with prospective
candidates studying in wvarious parochial schools
in the diocese. The Society already has 2 priests,
2 students of philesophy, 2 novices and 8 pre-
novices from the Mangalore diocese at present
among its ranks.

Thus, the Society of Pilar in a sage of service
and love has been through its members, a pioneer
of the Catholic Church, a torch bearer of faith,
education and social uplift of the downtrodden in
various mission territories entrusted to its care
in the 98 years since its foundation and 46 years
since its reorganization.
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Sisters of the Poor of St.

Our Congregation was founded by the Vener-
able Savina Petrilli (1851 - 1923). in Siena (Italy)
It traces its origin back to 1873, when Savina P.
gathered her three companions to her own family.
From the age of 18 her vocation was clearly visi-
ble: the Eucharist (in it the Church), the Cross
(in it sufferings accepted, looked for and loved),
the Poor (in them the image of God). She was
ready to found the Institute but waited for a
signal from God which she got in 1873 from the
Archbishop (Mons. Eurico Bindi). It was he who
suggested to her to start the Congregation in her
family and they wanted to be called (Sisters of
the Poor of St. Catherine of Siena). The title
itself reveals their programme of life and their
devotion to St. Catherine. When Savino met the
Holy Father, Pious IX he encouraged her to
follow the footprints of her fellow-citizen, St.
Catherine of Siena whom she loved very much
from her childhood.

Very soon, the Petrilli house becomes too
small for the infant Congregation and so by the
help of many they acquired a few place in the
city. In 1874, theyleft her home for good be-
cause they had their own ‘‘mother House”. The
Archbishop approved it officially in 1875 and 1877
the Pope granted the final approvel of the Rule.
Its growth was miraculous and many vocations
flourished around Savino P. But more miraculous
was her love which can not be measured. She
used to say < Every thing is little for Jesus >

and in- this burst of love her apostolic vision
went to the mission, beyond the oceans. In 1903,
in Savina sent six sisters to Brasil to open a
house over there and 1909 to Argentina. After
working hard and commitedly for God, on April 18,
1923, Savina Petrilli was united eternally to God.

When the Foundress died the Community had
52 branches and 440 members. She left a precious
gift to the Congregation by her ascetic commen-—
tary on the Rule, which was a synthesis of her
spirituality and the full expression of her concern
as a mother Foundress. The charism she passed
on to us by her life, teachings and above all by
her writings is to be Worshippers of the Father
like Christ, the Supreme priest and Victim at the
same time, through services to the needy.

Today, what we try to do is to continue the
loving mission of Christ, which is to bring God’s
love to others by dedicating ourselves to the
evangelization, with a special concern to the poor
In order to imitate Christ, the Eternal Priest,
our Foundress asks of us to be characterized by
the virtue of obedience. The love and dedication
we give to others for their integral promition
should be the concrete forms of our oblation, of
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our charismatic priesthood. It is to follow Christ
in His priestly mission that we share the joys,
hopes and anxieties of our suffering of brothers
today in Savina dare say < the poor is a mystery
of faith as the Eucharist > To keep faith to our
name of S.D.P. we need to have a strong faith
which shows the image of God in each person.
For the same reason we love and care for child-
ren, young, sick and the aged by serving them
in schools, parishes, hospitals and retirement
centres.

Today we are more than a thousand scattered
throughout the world, Italy, Brasil, Argentina,
India, U. S. A., Pilippines and Paraguay. Our
Congregation which has its generalate in Rome
counts about a hundred religious houses. << Where

there is charity there is God. >

Love and you will live an enliven.

Contact:—
Sr. Superior,

Catherine of Siena Convent,
Puthupally.



Congregation of the Sisters of
Providence of Gap

Our Congregation called Sisters of Providence of Gap, was
founded in France in 1838. Later it developed in different countries
like Mexico, Brasil, Spain, Italy and Africa.

The chief aim of our Congregation is the glory of God by the
consecration of its members ' and by evangelical action in the spirit
of Abandonment to Providence, Poverty, Simplicity and Charity.

John Martin Moye, a diocesan priest of Lorraine (France) a
man of prayer and action, was, by his great docility to the Holy
Spirit, a prophet in his time, the Founder of the Sisters of Providence
and a missionary in China.

The main purpose of our Congregation was the educational
uplift of underprivileged girls in France. At present we are engaged
in the educational, pastoral, social and medical welfare of the poor.

In 1964, a group of us from Kerala joined the Congregation
in France. In 1978, we opened our first house at Sohorghati in the
diocese of Dumka, in South Bihar. At present we have two com-
munities and Noviciate house in Santal Parganas. We are getting
local vocations as well as from Ranchi, Orissa, Keraln, ete... As
professed members we are only 14 Sisters and 13 under formation.

In India, we are involved in the work of evangelisation and in
various other forms of apostolate like teaching, health care, rural
development work, etc.

In brief, the Sisters of Providence are called by Christ to stand
for the poor, sick, young, exploited and abandoned people.

Those youngsters who like to lead a life of Abandonment,
Poverty, Simplicity and Charity may contact:

Vocation Promoter,

Sisters of Providence of Gap,
Jyoti Niketan,

P. 0. & Dt. Sahibganj,

Bihar - 816 109
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REDEMPTORIST CONGREGATION
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This is the Redemptorist Coat of Arms

The Cross, shown here alongwith a lance and
a sponge, is a symbol of the redemption which
Jesus Christ won for all.

The all seeing eye of God reminds us that he
wants all to receive his Divine Life - the fruit of
Redemption.

On either side are the names of Jesus and
Mary. Jesus, the Redeemer, and Mary, the first of
the redeemed and the Mother of all.

This sums up the role of the Redemptorist in
today’s world - to bring the fruit of redemption
to all. Their motto is, ‘“With Him Is Plentiful
Redemption.’

There are many ways of bringing God’s mess-
age into the hearts and minds of the people of
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our generation.  Redemptorists, to quote their
rule, ‘follow the example of Jesus Christ, the
Redeemer, by preaching the Word of God to the
poor, as he declared of himself: He sent me to
preach the good news to the poor.’

This preaching of the good news is done
principally through parish missions. But Redemp-
torists also conduct retreats for priests, nuns,
students and other special groups. They also look
after the parishes that are attached to their
houses.

The need for this special kind of preaching
the Gospel, especially to the poor, was the inspir-
ed idea of a remarkable man called Alphonsus
Mary de Liguori. .

Alphonsus Mary got the idea of becoming a
priest only after he had become the most brilliant
young lawyer in the city of Naples, in Italy. He
belonged to a very rich family, but felt unhappy
at the false life of the rich people around him
and wanted only to help the poor. So he gave up
his profession and became a priest.

As a priest, he noticed that poor people,
especially in remote villages were often neglected.
And so he started the Congregation of the Most
Holy Redeemer — usually called the Redemptorist
Congregation (The Latin initials are C. SS. R.).
His idea was that Redemptorists should preach
the Gospel of Christ in a simple, but enthusiastic
and vigorous way, so that people would be stirred
to the full practice of their faith.

It was in 1732, that Alphonsus formed his
first group of companions to travel from parish
to parish among the hills of Southern Italy. Today,
the need for this special apostolate is as great if
not greater, in the countless towns and villages of
our country.

On parish missions, Redemptorists prefer to
work in teams, as the first apostles did when
they were sent out in twos, to preach the gospel.

At home also, they live a close community
life. This team spirit., flowing from their shared
life and prayer, is an excellent preparation for



the preaching of the Word. Only those who live
the life of the Kingdom themselves, can speak
about it with conviction to others.

Because of this community aspect, laymen
can also be members of the Redemptorist family.
From the time of Alphonsus lay, co—adjutor
brothers have been part of community life. One
of the first companions of Saint Alphonsus ¥as a
retired high government officer.

There are 17 Redemptorist houses in India
and Sri Lanka. Redemptorists, today, are working

in 8 regional Indian languages, in addition to

IEnglish. This number will soon increase when
several seminarians from North India are or-
dained.

There are also Redemptoristine nuns. They
are contemplatives who share the same goals as
the missionaries. As yet, this Order has no house
in India. But we look forward to the day when
we will have Redemptoristine contemplative
sisters joining in the work of their Redemptorist
brothers by their prayer and daily work.

The Mother of Perpetual Help

Since 1866 the Redemptorist Fathers have
been associated with devotion to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help. It was in that year that Pope
Pius IX gave the picture to them with the com-
mand, ‘Make her known to the world.” Today, this
picture can be seen in homes in every country in
the world. And the extraordinary crowds that
attend the Perpetual Novena devotions every
week are a testimony to the eagerness of Our
Lady to help all who call on her with faith. The
Mother of Perpetual Help has a special desire to
help young people in choosing their way of life.

Bangalore is the headquarters of the Redem-
ptorists in -‘India. There, they have the pre-
novitiate, the novitiate as well as the major
seminary. However, before going to the pre-

novitiate, boys who have passed Xth class finish
their Intermediate exam. in a Redemptorist Juvenate
their own language area. The Juvenate for Kerala
is at Alwaye.

For more information, you wmay write to
either of the following:

Father Director, C.SSR.,
Nitya Sahaya Bhavan
Chowara P. 0., Via Alwaye,
Kerala - 683 571

Father Provincial C.SS.R.,
Redemptorist Fathers,
P03 Box b3y
Bangalore 560 005
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Ave Maria
The Congregation of the Rosarians

This is an indigenous, religious, contemplative
congregation, founded on February 2, 1928 by
Fr. Thomas OMI at Tholagatty, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
One can see there is something unique in the
way this new congregation came into existence.
Fr. Thomas was a man of very poor health, and
had been administered the Sacrament of the Sick
many a time even before his ordination to the
priesthood. His Bishop after ordaining him said
the young priest might not live long but atleast
must have the consolation of dying a priest. It is
almost a miracle that such a man outlived nearly
all his colleagues and was able to accomplish so
much for the glory of God. No wonder he had an
unbounded confidence in Divine Providence, and
the same virtue he instilled in his spiritual
children too in a special way.

Fr. Thomas was fully convinced of the great
need of the contemplative life for the growth of
the Church. He saw that, unlike in earlier days,
not only individuals, but also nations as a whole
were drifting away from God. He foresaw the
rapid spread of atheistic communism all over the
world. Infact our Blessed Mother herself had
repeatedly warned the world, in almost all her
apparitions, particularly at Lourdes and Fatima,
where she pleaded for prayer and penance to
remedy this fearful apostacy of nations. The
prayer she invariably recommended was the Holy
Rosary. Fr. Thomas saw the very poor result of
the great labours of missionaries in the East and
felt the pressing need of the prayers of consecrated
souls to support the missionaries. He used to
share these thoughts with his colleague Rev.

Fr. Guyomar OMI, who later became the Bishop
of Jaffna.

Quite providentially, it was at this time that
Pope Pius XI, the Pope of the Missions, in his

t )

encyclical letter ‘“Rerum Ecclesias’ (1926) insisted
on the establishment of indigenous contemplative
congregations in Mission Lands. This encyclical
letter served as an inspiration to Bishop Guyomar,
and he requested his friend Fr. Thomas to carry-
out the wish of the Holy Father. The résult was
the Congregation of the Rosarians, inspired almost
simultaneously in the minds of the Holy Father
Pius XI, Bishop Guyomar and Fr. Thomas. In
fact Fr. Thomas used to say that Pope Pius XI
was the real founder. It was in this unique way
the Rosarian Congregation was founded.

“No matter how urgent may be the needs of
active apostolate, communities totally dedicated
to contemplative life will always have a distin-
guished part to play in Christ’s Mystical Body’.
Being mindful of this teaching of the Church,
Fr. Thomas founded the Congregation of the
Rosarian Sisters too. They follow the same rule
of life as that of men. In India they have convents
in the dioceses of Trivandrum, Madras, Tuticorin,
Trichy and Jabalpur.

Rosaﬁan Life

The Rosarian life is purely contemplative.
We do not take up ministry outside the Ashrams.
Our apostolate is one of prayer and penance. We
pray, not merely during certain stated intervals,
but the whole day and night; literally, we pray
always. One important feature of this Congregation
is the slow and meditative recital of the Holy
Rosary day and night, by turn, before the Blessed
Sacrament, except during the Holy Mass and the
liturgy of the hours. The special aim of the
Congregation is to make reparation in union with
the Church for the outrages commited by the
world against the Divine Majesty and to work by
means of prayer and penance for the conversion
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of sinners and for the extension of the Kingdom
of God everywhere, particularly in one’s own
country. The means to achieve the objects of this
Congregation are the choral chant of the Liturgical
Hours, constant meditation on the mysteries of
the Holy Rosary, fast, silence, solitude and manual
labour. The contemplative life lived by the Holy
Family at Nazareth is our model.

Growth of the Congregation

Our Congregation has Houses only in India
and SriLanka. At present we have eleven Houses,
three in SrilLanka and eight in India. The first
House in India was opened in 1943 at Vadakangulam,
in the diocese Tuticorin. The second House was
opened at Manaparai in 1952 in Trichy diocese.
In the year 1955 the third House was founded in
the diocese of Ambikapur, M.P. The fourth one is
the Rosarian Training Centre in Bangalore, opened
in 1972, The fifth House was opened in 1978, in
the diocese of Madras. The sixth and seventh
houses were opened in the same year 1981, in the
dioceses of Calicut and Patna respectively. The
eighth House was opened in 1983, in the diocese
of Trichy.

The corner stone of the Congregation in India
was Fr. Antony Fernando (Fr. Susainather, CR).
He joined the Rosarians in 1939, after thirty years
of very successful missionary work in the diocese
of Trichy and Tuticorin. He was considered a
saint even when he was alive, by the people who
came in contact with him. Miracles are attributed
to him even now.

Very Rev. Fr. M.L. Aloysius, C.R. is the
present General of the Congregation, with his
headquarters in Bangalore.

Membership

Anyone with good will and deep faith wijll
become a Brother or a Priest. Candidates for the

priesthood should have passed XI Std, PDC or
equivalent. For Brotherhood those with lower
qualification may be admitted. For further parti-
culars write to or visit any of the following
Houses. .

Rosarian Ashram, Carmelaram P.O.,
Bangalore — 35

Generalate;

Fatimagiri Ashram, ,
Vadakangulam P. O., Tirunelveli Dt.,
Tamil Nadu — 627116.

Pushpavanam Ashram,
Manjampatty P. O., Tirchy Dt.,
Tamil Nadu - 621307.

Nishkalanka Ashram,
Ambikapur P. 0., Dt. Surguja,
M. P., 497001.

Rosarian Ashram, Lourdupuram,
R. N. Kandigai P. O., Chinglepet Dt.,
Tamil Nadu — 603 403. i

Devamatha Ashram, Pariyaram P. O.,
Cannanore Dt., Kerala State - 670502.

Mala Maria Ashram. Burhan Rd. P.O.
Rohtas Dt., Bihar State.

Sirumalar Ashram, X
R. C. School campus, Tiruchy - 1.
Sri Lanka.

Rosary Ashram, Tholagatty,
Vasavilan P. O., N. P. Sri Lanka.

Arul Ashram, 5, Temple Road,
Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

Jebamala Rajini Sevana,
Kochikade, Negembo.



Society of St. Francis of Sales

The Salesians of Don Bosco

The year 1985, was a memorable one for the
Salesians world. They celebrated the golden jubilee
of their founder’s canonization, which was on 1st
April, 1934. Don Bosco, the founder of the Sale-
sian congregation (The Society of St. Francis de
Sales) was born of peasant stock on August 16,
1815. Poverty at home and other adverse circum-
stances did not deter him from pursuing his
single aim in life - to become a Priest who would
be gentle and kind and be concerned about the
welfare of the youth. He joined the seminary at
Chieri and was eventually ordained a priest in
1841. Youth was still his passion and he spurned
the offers which would have given him the com-
pany of the rich and handsome salaries and
status. His joy was to roam the streets of Turin
surrounded by urchins. They had fled the poverty-
stricken countryside and come to the city in
search of work in the wake of Industrial Revolu-
tion. After five years of wandering from place
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to place searching for a place to gather his boys,
he settled down at Valdocco on 12th April 1846
and founded his first home for the boys, which
was called the oratory, the place of prayer. It
was for the boys-a home, a parish, a centre of
study and recreation. In short, a friendly en vi-
ornment, where they could grow, be themselves
and become all they could be — where, in Don
Bosco’s own words, they were trained to be good
christians and honest citizens.

In the oratory, there was no barrier between
teacher and student, and no punishments. Love
and family-spirit were the hallmark of the insti-
tution. Don Bosco and his helpers were always
actively present among the youngsters as brothers
and friends. They were involved in their lives,
helping them to be architects of their own free-
dom and helping them to be mature Christians!
This educational approach was based on reason,
religion and love, three basic animating forces in
man. It was preventive as opposed to the re-
pressive system of education. It was an opti-
mistic humanism, which had deep trust in man’s
goodness, though not ignoring his inclinations to
evil. That this approach could achieve result was
shown in Dominic Savio, a boy who was an in-
mate of the oratory for about three years and
who died at the age of 14 and became the young-
est canonised saint the church. The name Salesian
is derived from St. Francis de Sales, whom Don
Bosco accepted as the patron of his society and
whose gentle humanism, he wanted to be the
special characteristic of his congregation consist-
ing of priests, clerics and lay-brothers. Work and
temporance’ is the motto of the congregation.
Founded in 1859 against the background of In-
dustrial Revolution, it shows a special preference
for the young worker and the working -class.
Its constitutions were approved by the Church
in I874. Its apostolic approach is youthful and
popular. Salesian pastoral heritage is that of the
good shepherd, winning over hearts by gentleness
and kindness, Pastoral love, young and alive is
at the very heart of the Salesian spirit, Don
Bosco said. “In those things that serve to benefit
the young who are in danger or draw souls of
race ahead to the point of temerity.”
(Don Bosco in Biographical Member’s Vol. XIV p.



662). Salesian congregation aims at the personal
and integral development of youth. The consti-
tutions of the society states: ‘“We labour in
economically depressed areas and for poor youth.
We share in a way appropriate to religious, in
the witness and commitment of the Church to
justice and peace. While not getting involved in
ideologies or party politics, we reject everything
that encourages deprivation, injustice and peace.”
(Constitutions of the St. Francis de Sales, 33,
1984 Text) The congregation considers evangeli-
zation and Catechesis of youth as its primary
responsibilities. Vocational guidance of the young
is also catered to by the Salesian communities.
That Salesian congregation is essentially mission-
ary in character is borne out by the numerous
missionary expeditions, Don Bosco himself sent
out to south America, during his life-time, start—
ing from 1875 onwards; And it has continued year
after year since then; thus expanding the con-
gregation’s missionary work to countries in all
the five continents. At present the main missio-
nary thrust is to the continent of Africa,

Salesian work is carried out mainly in ora-
tories and youth centres schools and technical
institutes, boarding establishments and houses for
young people in difficulties. Numerous Salesian
parishes and mission centres contribute to the
spreading of the gospel and to the advancement
of the people. So too in wvarious specialized
centres, pedagogical and catechetical expertise in
the service of the young is made available.
Retreat houses for the youth are also part of the
congregation’s activities.

The Salesian movement launched out by Don
Bosco is limited not only to the Salesian congre-
gation. Don Bosco. with the help of St. Mary
Mazzarello, founded the Institute of the Daughters
of Mary Help of Christians, which does similar
work for the girls as the Salesians do for the
boys. The Salesian co-operators, men and women
form the third spiritual family founded by Don
Bosco. It is a union of the faithful, especially

the lay, who, animated by the Salesian spirit, en—
gages in apostolic works' particularly towards the
young. These, along with other institutes born
later, such as Volunteers of Don Bosco, Mission-
ary sisters of Mary Help of Christians, Sisters of
Mary Immaculate, make up the wide Salesian
family. The Past Pupils of Salesian Institutions
are part of the Salesian family by reason of the
education they have received.

The Salesians have at present around 1486
houses in 82 Provinces, spread over the different
countries of the world. In India, there are six
provinces, namely, Bangalore, Bombay, Madras,
Calcutta, Dimapur and Guahati. According to
the statistics of Dec. 1984, there are 17,650
members, including 684 novices. The Society has
among its members four Cardinals and 77 Bishops.
The Salesian family has on its rolls, three saints -
Don Bosco, Mary Mazzarello, Dominic Savio, three
Blesseds — Michael Rua, Msgr. Louis Versiglia, Fr.
Callisto Caravario and five Venerables and numer—
ous other servants of God.

Please contact :

Superior

Salesian Provincial House,
Don Bosco, 95, North Road,
Bangalore - 560 084,

South India.
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Daughters of Mary of Christians
(SALESIAN SISETRS OF DON BOSCO)

Have you-ever wished to own a ring with a precious stone?
Did you know that often in order to obtain one small diamond, 23
tons of blue ground rock must be crushed and sorted? You may
wonder why we speak of diamonds here? It’s for two reasons. We
Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco are nearing the Diamond Jubilee of our
Congregation in India, and secondly our Co-Founder, St. Mary
Mazzarello was a real diamond fashioned into a precious stone by the
working of the Holy Spirit and by other holy men like her Confessor
Don Pestarino and some time later by our Founder St. Jochn Bosco.

Divine Providence intervened through Don Bosco to discover
this precious jewel hidden in the ‘blue ground rock’ of the Monferrato
Hills in Italy. It was just the substance he needed to develop his
God inspired plan to found a Congregation that would work for the
youth of the whole world. Mary Mazzarello had in her the facets of
youthfulness, optimism, generosity, simplicity, adventure, piety, love
for Our Lady. The glow of her words and actions penetrated the
depths of other young souls and they flocked to be under her care
either as Religious or as pupils.

Thus the F. M. A. (Daughters of Mary Help of Christians) or
known more popularly as the Salesian Sisters of Don Bosco grew from
a tiny mustrad seed into a gigantic tree within the space of a little
more than 100 years. It’s a modern Congregation well known all over
the world for its main characteristics of the Family Spirit, love of
youth, love of cheerfulness. Today some 17,000 F. M. A. Sisters carry
on their work in 1400 Houses and in 6 Continents. They work for
the poor and destitute youth and Mission lands like India we have
Schools, Training Schools, College, Dispensaries, Youth Centres. Orph-
anages or Boarding houses, Hostels for working girls, Technical and
Commerical Courses, Non — formal Centres, Social Promotion Centres.
Everywhere & with every group the facets of Mary Mazzarello’s char-
acter are depicted. We love our youth and we prove to them that we
truly love them.

Do you feel called by the Lord in the prime of your Youth to
work for other Youth and thus spread the Good News’ from the
Indian Ocean to the hot deserts of Africa? You are welcome as a
Missionary too for our latest Houses are called ‘Project Africa’. There
is a place for everyone and for all talents. Just write to our Vocation
Centres mentioned below.

Provincial House Mazzarello Convent, Kodambakkam, Madras — 600 024

For further details contact: Sr. Superior, Auxilium Centre,
Hospital Road, Kottiyam,
Quilon - 691 571
OR
Sr. Superior, Auxilium Centre,
Pudukottai Road,
Thanjavur - 613 007



THE SACRED HEART CONGREGATION

The Sacred Heart Congregation is a community
of love which took shape in the Church of Kerala
in 1911. Rev. Fr. Mathew Kadalikkattil a parish
priest hailing from the parish of Palai founded
the congregation. He was a holy priest burning
with deep devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
At the beginning of the twentieth century the
Church in Kerala felt the lack of a religious
congregation for women which provided opportu-
nity for the common people for a dedicated life
and the care of the orphaned”. Rev. Fr. Mathew
Kadalikkattil was troubled by this lack of
opportunity. He spent days and nights in prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament seeking God’s will
about them. At last he was inspired to begin a
Congregation named after the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. So he began to work with courage and
determination to give shape to this religious Con-
gregation aiming at the glorification of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and the service of the poor. His
only asset was his total commitment to the will
of God and his abiding trust in the Divine Pro-
vidence.

The first house was at Palai and there were
only four aspirants to begin with. Later on many
joined the group. From the very beginning itself
the sisters of this Congregation accommodated a
few orphaned children and forlorn aged along
with them and cared for them. The sisters worked
hard to earn for themselves and their dependants.
They received donations too to meet their needs:
The congregation grew in number -and holiness
under the able guidance of its Founder who
overcame bravely many hard trials in the beginning.
He was a man of prayer and penance who led a
life of heroic simplicity. He passed away in 1935
and his mortal remains are kept in the convent
chapel at Palai, the first house. This year we
celebrate the Golden Jubilee of his death anni-
versary,

The activities of the Congregation extended
into the various charitative fields envisaged by
the Founder. Gradually it spread into the neigh-
bouring dioceses too. Identical in spirit, though
it was, it grew up as three independent units
under the paternal care of the respective Bishops
in the Dioceses of Palai, Changanacherry, and
Kothamangalam. Our services spread to the dio-
ceses of Tellicherry, Mananthavady, Kanjirappally
and Ernakulam and gradually to the District of
Kanyakumari and the various mission dioceses of
Ujjain, Jagadalpur, Raipur, Rajkot, Satna, Tezpur,
Deburgarh, Diampur, Imphal, and Jullundur and
altogether 300 sisters work in the missions.

After the second Vatican Council the different
units of the Congregation were unified under a
Superior General on 15th August, 1974. The Holy
See raised this Congregation to the Pontifical
Status on 11th March 1976, approving the consti-
tution of this unified congregation as an experi-

mental measure for seven years. The renewed
Constitution is submitted to the Holy See for
permanent approval in August, 1985.

Unshakable trust in God, prayer, incessant
obedience to the will of God, acts of reparation,
ecclesial dimension, love of hard work, uncondit-
ional service, a poor and humble life, identifying
with the poor, a behaviour pattern that respects
human values and availability in the undeveloped
areas are the distinguishing characteristics of our
heritage that manifests the identity of our Congre-
gation.

We have accepted SNEHAYA DANAYA CHA-
RAKSHANAYA’ which reminds us of the self gift,
as our motto. y

Our Congregation is deeply rooted in the
tradition of our brave and charismatic forefathers
who spiritually energised the St. Thomas’ Christian
Community of Kerala. The heroism of St. Thomas
who followed Jesus saying”, Let us also go that
we may die with Him.” (Jn. 11:16) gives us inspi-
ration. Having received this inspirition we deem
it our duty and challenge to achieve the total
liberation of our unfortunate brothren, especially
the downtrodden of India through evangelisation.

At present we have four provinces — Palai,
Changanacherry, Kothamangalam, and Tellicherry
and one vice-Province — Kanjirappally and a Region
in the diocese of Mananthavady. Our Generalate
is “at Kottayam. There are 152 formed houses,
15 service centres and 32 mission houses of the
Congregation. There are 2175 sisters, 82 novices
and 86 postulants of whom 512 are engaged in
serving the sick in hospitals and the aged and the
orphaned in Balabhavans and homes for the aged,
and 184 engaged in social service and 678 in the
education field ranging from the L.K.G. up to
the University level. A few of our sisters serve in
three diocesan presses too.

This year we celebrate the Platinum Jubilee
of our Congregation. We lift our joyful hearts in
gratitude to the most Sacred Heart of -Jesus for
the steadfast love and provindential care we have
been receiving all through and re-dedicate our-
selves for the grater glory of God and the service
of mankind.

Jai Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Tresa Margrett
Superior General
S. H. Generalate
Vidhyanagar
Manganam

Kottayam
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Daughters of the Sacred Heart

The Congregation of the “Daughters of the
Sacred Heart” was founded in Malta, in 1903, by
Rev. Mother Mary Theresa Nuzzo. It has for its
special aim the glory of God and the sanctifica-
tion of souls. The members make the religious
Profession vowing Poverty, Chastity and Obedience
practicing the virtues in order to live the life
that leads to holiness. They educate children and
young girls, they teach them catechism, thus pre-
paring them for their First Holy Communion and
for Confirmation.

T T "

Mother Mary Theresa Nuzzo

N\

In schools they give adequate instruction to
guide youth for life. They teach them how to
assume responsibility in the family and in modern
society by means of studies and handwork.

The Apostolate ot the Congregation:

Catechism is taught in the Parish churches, in
public and in private schools and even in the
convents. To youngsters in schools, oratories,
laborataries and in spiritual retreats they give a
good formation by teaching them how to lead a
good Christian and social life.
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They keep and take care of orphans. They are
mothers to them, they love them and treat them
as their own children. They assist and guide the
faithful in liturgical services. They help in the
missionary work in India. They also collaborate
with the Fathers of the Pontifical Institute in
Italy for foreign Missions and lately they are
working also in Libya, keeping orphans whom
they love with a motherly love.

Work in Jhansi Diocese:

In Jhansi the sisters run a Foundling Home,
known as St. Judes Foundling Home. This Home
is the refuge of many babies unwanted by their
parents. The Maltese sisters who conduct this
creche become the foster parents of these unfor-
tunate babies. With patience and kindness they
nurse and look after them. They send them to
appropriate schools till they get diplomas. They
assist them in choosing their state of life and
even after that they continue to answer to their
needs.

The Novitiate n Jhansi:

The Daughters of the Sacred Heart have been
working in India since 1948. We have a Junior
High School in Lalitpur. Since then we have been
sending candidates to Malta for their novitiate
and this of course not without great expenses and
difficulties. At last our dream became a reality
and in July 1969 we succeeded in opening a Novi-
tiate in Jhansi to train Indian girls for the
religious life. At present we have 85 Indian
Sisters.

You too, are like them:

Don’t you feel within yourself the Lord call-
ing you to take an active part with Him in the
Redemption of souls? Does not the sweetness of
His love attract you and don’t you feel urged by
the vivid desire of offering up yourself in sacri-
fice together with him for the conquest of souls?
If you, too hear in your heart the desire of giving
yourself to God and of consecrating yourself in
the apostolate you may offer yourself to God by
becoming a ‘““Daughter of the Sacred Heart.”” If
you choose to follow the Lord you are sure to
find happiness on His footsteps.

Be Generous! and answer His call! If you
have a sincere desire to serve God, of a good
moral character, High school Education, and suffi-
cient health and good will, Mother Superior will
welcome you into our Congregation.

For further particulars apply to:

Rev. Mother Provincial

St. Jude’s Foundling Home
Garhia Phatak,

Indira Nagar

Jhansi - U. P., 284 003



Congregation of the Brothers of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, (Palayamkottai)

Ours is a religious Congregation of men founded by the late
Rev. Fr. Caussanel S. J., an illustrious French missionary whom God
planted in South Tamil Nadu at the close of the nineteenth Century.
Sensing that this part of India was ripe for conversion to the true
faith and mindful of the great Commission of our Blessed Lord Jesus
Christ, he founded our congregation on 11th February 1903,

The main apostolate of the congregation is Evangelisation
through (i) Direct Catechetical activities (2) Educational Institutions,
Teacher Training Schools, Industrial schools and Charitable institu—
tions (3) Printing Press and Publications — Moral, Christian, spiritual
and religious (4) Hunger and Disease relief activities, thus to help
the Mission and the Missionaries in all possible ways, remaining at
the same time within the scope and regulations of the congregation.

God has blessed Our Congregation abundantly over the years.
Indegenous in Character and Composition, its field of activity has
expanded considerably and is spread over four states of India viz;
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra and Karnataka.

Today, Our Congregation has 158 members and 16 novices.

The special characteristics of the members of the congregation
are humility, simplicity, spirit of prayer and love of manual labour.
Spreading the devotion to the Sacred Heart, the Brothers of the
Sacred Heart go about preaching, teaching, procuring souls and re-
claiming the lost and backslidden.

“The harvest is indeed abundant but the workers are few.
Therefore pray the LORD of the harvest that He may
send out workers into His harvest.” Mt. 9: 37, 38.

ADMISSION: Any candidate wishing to join the Congregation>~
must address his petition to the Vocation promoter. The General
qualifications of such a candidate are: Good reputation, sound health,
legitimate birth, and a SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE.

To pray and live a heart
To think and act intellect
To work and help good health are required.

With accademic qualifications :—

Tenth Standard (S. S. L. C.)

Higher Sec. Education

Eligible with 502 marks

Any Technical qualification 1. T.I. with S. S. L. C.

After six months of Postulantship and two years of Novitiate
the candidate will be admitted to profession an after six years to the
last Vows.

CONTACT :

The Vocation Promoter,
Brothers of the Sacred Heart,
Palayamkottai,

Tirunelveli — 627 002.
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Daughtérs of Sacred Heart of Jesus

TERESA, a woman of distinct and strong perso-

TERESA

nality, rich in talent and in fortitude
of spirit, invested by the light of truth,
let’s leave her completely in the hands
of God, Who accomplish all things with
the power of the divine love.

. God gives her the possibility to test
the emptiness of each reality that is not
Him through an uncessing operation of
the spirit, purified by the flame of
suffering that is “forgetfulness of oneself
and transformation according to the
design of God. She writes: ‘“The creature
who lives under the power of love
becomes as shining flame and lights in
the others the same fire that bears in
herself and it push her to live for the
others”.

received the charism to imitate and to
witness Christ”” in His Love and un-
conditional abandonment to the Father
in fulfiling His will that is mercy to-
wards the others.”

The divine fire that animated her life
is the perenial strength that, rooted in
the eternal, spreads in the time and
pervades the story of the Congregation,
leap through the sign of the Provi-
dence, on the whole world to make
SCHRISTE " THE CHEART“0F “THE
WORLD”.

At the light of the example and of the teaching

of their

foundress, the Daughters of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus bind themselves to be visible signs
of the plan of the Father in Christ and to be in
the community and in the apostolic life announ-
cers and bearers of this love.

1831 :

1847 :

THE STORY OF THE CONGREGATION

The Congregation of the Daughters of S. Heart
of Jesus was founded in Bergamo, Italy.

The Sacred Congregation for
roved the Constitutions.

Religious app-

1852 : The foundress died
1931 : The Congregation begins the Missionary acti-
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vity in Brasile

1946 :

1969 :

1912

1980

Foundress: Teresa Verzeri

Pope Pius XII proclaimed Teresa “BLESS-
ED”

The Daughters of the S. Heart of Jesus res-
ponding to the invitation of the Church.
after Vatican Council II, expresses the desire
and the will to remew their spritual life,
with the Special general Chapter.

The Congregation begins the Missionary act-
ivity in Central African Republic andin
North-East of Brasile.

: The Congregation looks with attention towa-

rds East. A small group of the young Indian
Sisters, formed in Italy begin the Institute in
Kerala.



THE DAUGHTERS OF SACRED HEART OF JESUS
ARE THE WOMEN CONSECRATED TO THE LOVE
OF GOD

in the Church
for the Brothers

with this SPIRIT:

““The Daughters of Sacred heart of Jesus UNDER-
TAKE to follow Christ, the origin and exemplar of
all holiness, in his unconditional love for the Father
and his infinite charity towards his brothers. They
build their lives on faith, which teaches them to
view all things in God, and they hold themselves
at his disposal to fulfil his most holy will as perfect-
ly as possible.

They are sustained by firm hope fortifies them
with the strength which comes from God, showing
itself in humble, trustful abandonment to the
designs of the Father. They are inspired by ardent
charity which ‘frees them for the generous, total
renunciation of self, seeking sincerly and with
simplicity, the glory of God alone.

“All men of whatever race, condition or age, in
virtue of their dignity as human persons, have an
inalienable right to education....

True education is directed towards the formation
of the human person in view *of his final end and
the good of that society to“ which he belongs

The Community at Pullarikunnu



and in the duties of which he will, as an a(.lult
have 2 - SHATE. s atheszevses > (Christian Education)

EDUCATIONAL PROJECT of the DAUGHTERS
of SACRED HEART of JESUS:

. it is founded on Christ who reveals to
humanity the new sense of the life and of
the history of salvation.

. it is placed in the heart of the Church.

. it is built dynamically with a typical style
guide by the charism of the Foundress and
by her pedagogical direction

They witness this love. with a genuine aposto-
lic spirit that animates their entire life of union
with God and breathe life into all their apostolic
activity, that is:

- light the conscience and the intelligences of
the individual,

— receives children.
— get identified with the suffering.

— make each onef aware of the dignity of the
children of God. ;

We read in the “Decree on the Church’s missionary
activity” that: “‘Christian charity is extended to
all without distinction of race, social condition,
or religion, and seeks neither gain nor gratitude. .”
We also read in the ‘‘Pastoral constitution on the
Church in the modern world” that:

“The joy and hope, the grief and anguish of
the men of our time, expecially of those who are
poor or afflicted in any way, are the joy and hope,
the grief and anguish.

Ever since the opening of one of our houses in
India, we have been prayerfully and seriously
studying the need of the Church of India,
especially of Kerala.

As we observe thousands of people in the slums
and sub-urban area in sub-human condition, we
would like to uplift them socially and help them
to help themselves.

Thus we hope to inflame the fire of love of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus in their heart, irrespective
of caste, creed or race.

At present in this house there are twenty four
members including one mother Superior from Italy,
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Missions

two senior sisters, seven junior sisters, six novices,
five postulants, three aspirants.

Those who would like to share with us in inflaming
the fire of love of the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus please write to:

MOTHER SUPERIOR
DAUGHTERS of S. HEART of JESUS
MARIATHURUTH P. 0. PULLARIKUNNU
KOTTAYAM 27



The Sisters of the Sacred Heart (Bihar)

The Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Patna,
have the privilege of having the late Rt. Rev.
Bishop Louis Van Hoeck. S. J., a Belgium
Missionary and the first Bishop of Patna, as the
Founder of their Congregation. He was a man of
God and his zeal and holiness arrested his atten-
tion of the wvast masses of men, women and
children in the clutches of poverty, ignorance,
injustice and exploitation. He was moved with
compassion. He considered the means of improving
their lot and guided by the spirit, he got permis-
sion from the Holy See and founded their Congre-
gation on the 11th of June, 1926 at Bettiah, west
Champaran, Bihar State, with nine local zealous
and generous young girls. Having great trust in
the Sacred Heart, he placed the infant Congrega-
tion under His patronage and wished the members
to be filled with love and compassion for the
poor and the afflicted. The Sisters of the Sacred
Heart are specially known for their characteristic
traits of simplicity and humility after His Heart.

The inspiration for their spiritual life, comes
from the example of their Founder. He recognised
the social needs of the time and toiled day and
night for the spiritual, corporal and social needs
of the people, especially the down-trodden. Having
his spirit their own, the Sisters too responding
to the needs of the time, are in the field, making
themselves available with generous hearts at the
service of all, especially the poor, crippled and
the orphans by way of providing any standard of
education, catechetical instruction, medical ecare
and social service.

In the field of education they are engaged in
the work of educating the whole person by way
of developing intellectual, emotional, psychological
and physical faculties, without forgeting the
importance of inculcating christian values and
moral sense from the very beginning to the high
school level. This educational endeavour is very
specially focused on those who have no means of
getting any type of education.

Medical aid is yet another tangible way of
carrying the message of love among the poor
suffering masses. So, in the rural areas, where
doctors and hospitals are arare commodity, dis-
pensaries are run by the qualified Sisters among
them and bring great succour and solace to the
sick and afilicted. Their dispensaries are always
open to those who have no means to pay.

They also care for the orphans, handicaped,
unwanted children and fill their hearts with the
love of Christ. They welcome also the aged and
who need shelter.

Realising the fact that no apostolic ventures
will have much meaning and lasting effect without
the proper social and economic order brought to

the weaker section of the people, the Sisters
take up village development programme. To this
effect they visit rural villages and educate them
in the matter of cleanliness, elementary hygiene
and proper way of bringing up children.

Due to cultural restraints on women in our
society, religious instruction of women and children
is rather inaccessible. So the Sisters travel to far
away villages to do this essential work. Experience
has taught that religious Sisters are more suited
for this work than anyone else they excel in it.

God is blessing their Congregation with nume-
rous vacations and increase of establishments.
With division of Patna Diocese in 1980, the
Mother House of the Sisters is under Patna
Diocese. At Present there are about two hundred
professed Sisters, eleven Novices, six pre-novices
and 24 candidates. They have 26 establishments
in different dioceses— Patna, Muzaffarpur, Jamshed-
pur, Ranchi, Simla-Chandigarh, Berhampur and
Nagpur.

The watch word of the Sisters is ‘selfless
service to others’. Therefore it is necessary that
the candidates who approach to join them are
open to the Spirit, filled with love of Christ and
ready to make any sacrifice in the foot-steps of
Christ which will sustain their desire and streng-
then their resolve to offer themselves forever in
the service of the needy.

* Address:—
The Superior General,
Sacred Heart Convent,
P. 0. Sadaquat Ashram
Patna — 800010
Bihar, India
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Missionary Society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal
life. Jn. 3:16.

1t is this salvific love of God for man that brought into being
the Missionary Society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus which in turn,
seeks to respond to his love through an unconditional surrender to
the Heart of Christ and His Church.

The Mis. Society was founded in Spain in 1942, by Mother Pilar
Navarro who is still an active missionary and continue to inspire its
members through the example of her life. The Society is a Religious

" Missionary Congregation, totally dedicated to the service of evangeli-

zation and planting of the Church amongst peoples or groups where
the Church has not yet take root, giving preference to the poorest
and most needed missions. An essential element, therefore, in the
missionaries is a readiness to go to any part of the world where
their services are needed by the Church.

Together with its commitment to the missionary task of the
Church, the Society works for the development of those people entru-
sted to its care through, health service, education and the upliftment
of people in general.

The members of the congregation express their total following
of Christ through the vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience lived
in community. Simplicity, joy, openness and a family atmosphere
are essential characteristics of its spirit in order to help communion
with all men. The missionaries live in small communities sharing, as
far as possible, the lives of the people amongst whom they live
and work.

The Mother House of the Congregation is in Madrid and it
has spread its roots to Peru, Colombia, Zaire and India.

The Congregation established itseli in India in 1951, when it
was invited to take charge of the Parvatibai Leprosy Hospital in
Surat where 200 indoor patients are given asylum and large numbers
of out door patients are attended too. Ever since then the mission-
naries have tended this rejected section of society with a joy and
dedication.

During the course of years several houses in the state of
Gujarat have been founded in the diocese of Ahmadabad and Baroda.

Here the missionaries work with the tribals for their upliftment at
all levels.

Devotion to Mary, the Mother of Christ and of the Church,
occupies an important place in the life of the missionaries. Her
guiding presence and support have been experienced since the ince-
ption of the congregation and through her help and intercession the
Society hopes to fulfil its goal of spreading the Good News of God’s
love for man to all parts of the world.

In India, the Missionary Society has its Novitiate at 115, St.
Leo Road. Bandra, Bombay, 400050. The Regional House at Lourdes
Convent, Athwa Lines, Surat, 395007.



The Fervent Daughters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
(FDSHJ)

TO WIN THE WORLD FOR CHRIST through
FERVENT and PRACTICAL DEVOTION to THE
SACRED HEART OF JESUS AND MARY, Sr.
Marykutty of the Sacred Heart, a former Salesian
Sister still January 1981, started the INSTITUTE
OF THE FERVENT DAUGHTERS OF THE SACR-
ED HEART OF JESUS, on the 18th of April, 1981,
with the APPROVAL of His Grace, the then Arch-
bishops of Changanacherry, Mar Antony Padiyara,
under the Direction of the then Chancellor and
now ADMINISTRATOR to the Archdiocese of
Changanacherry Very Rev. Msgr. Joseph Karim-
palil.

The constitutions of the Institute written by
Sr. Marykutty, revised and recommended by Msgr.
Karimpalil was APPROVED (without a single
correction) by the same Archbishop on the 4th of
June, 1982.

The Institute has its temporary Headquarters
now at Punnaveli near Nedumkunnam. With' the
permission and approval of Msgr. Joseph Karim
palil, a new Aspirantate has been started on the
17th of October, 1985, close to the Headquarters.

The Institute now numbers, Sr. Marykutty
the Foundress, 9 Novices, 1 postulants and 3 Aspi-
rants.

Sr. Marykutty has a GREAT and HOLY
AMBITION to MAKE CHRIST REIGN KING in
EVERY HOME and in EVERY HUMAN HEART:
To gain this end first and foremost the EDSH.J
conduct PERPETUAL ADORATION at their Centre
to make REPARATION for all the Outrages and
Blasphemies hurled on God by sinful humanity.
Day and Night, the formation group in turn,
kneels in front of the Blessed Sacrament making
reparation and pleading for World Peace and for
EVERY NEED of mankind. Daily, FAMILY HOLY
HOUR is conducted by the FDSHJ in one of the
Catholic homes of the Punnaveli Parish. This will
done in all the Parishes where they will be called
to serve. 3

CHRIST IS THE ANSWER to EVERY PRO-
BLEM, among ALL Peoples, in ALL places and at
ALL TIMES. Through PARROCHIAL and FAMILY
Apostolates, the FDSHJ hope to find out these
problems and solve them in a most efficacious and
satisfactory way WITH CHRIST and THROUGH
CHRIST. When TIMELY help is brought to people
in their DIRE NEEDS be they Physical, Moral,
Spiritual, material, financial even political needs,

and they are made to realize that it is not any
particular individual or group that, has brought
that help, it is instead their FATHER IN HEAVEN
WHO HAS HEARD their cry and came to their
help through these, even the most hardened Atheist
would ACKNOWLEDGE God and His PATERNAL
PROVIDENCE. And this is JUST WHAT the
FDSHJ hopes to do. Hence, in course of time, as
the Institute of the FDSHJ grows and develops,
it may undertake various types of Activities as
peoples, places and circumstances may demand
provided the MEANS to support these activities
are available. The DARING SPIRIT of Sr. Mary-
kutty and her AUDACIOUS TRUST IN GOD, hopes
to LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED until EVERY-
ONE on the face of the Earth will have a ROOF
over his head and ALL THAT IS NEEDED -
FOOD, CLOTHING, MEDICINE and ALL THAT
GOES WITH IT, in order to make EACH ONE
feel that he or she is A CHILD OF GOD, who
provides for Its every need including that of Its
IMMORTAL SOUL. In other words to make Christ
BE THE ANSWER to everybody’s problems in
everyday life. The running of Dispensaries, homes
for the Aged, small job-oriented Training Schools
such as Typing Schools, Tailoring Schools etc.,
small EMERGENCY RELIEF CENTRES etc. in
the most needed areas are some of the visions of
the FDSHJ for the VREY NEAR FUTURE.

So, Girls with DARING SPIRIT, FILIAL
TRUST IN GOD; with IRREPROACHABLE
MORALS; Girls with A PASSIONATE LOVE FOR
THE PERSON OF CHRIST, with average health
and P.D.C. or Higher Academic qualifications are
invited to JOIN Sr. Marykutty on her MARCH
towards CONQUERING THE WORLD FOR
CHRIST, by LIVING the Gospel Message especially
that of the SERMON ON THE MOUNT, IN
TRUTH AND IN DEED. This is what she means
by FERVENT and PRACTICAL DEVOTION TO
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS AND MARY.

For any further informations please write to:

Sr. Marykutty of the Sacred Heart FDSHJ

Sacred Heart Home
Punnaveli P. O. 689589
Via Mallappally
Pathanamthitta Dt.
Kerala— South India.

AD MAJOREM DEI GLORIAM!
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The Ursuline Franciscan Congregation

The Beginnings

On the feast of the Presentation of the Lord,
Feb. 2nd 1888, a band of tweleve maids, respond-
ing to the divine call to dedicate themselves to
His service, were presented to the Lord by the
pastor of the Rosario Cathedral, Mangalore, Rev.
Fr. Urban Stein S.J. Their “Presentation” was
the expression of their total commitment to God
to spend their lives as messengers of His Word to
the people in parishes and villages. The seed thus
planted in the temple of the Lord was to grow
into the plant and even three of the Ursuline
Franciscan family of Mangalore.

The local church needs “to have a few helpers
to be at the disposal of the Parish priest’” said
the founder of our Congregation. Being a German,
who had known in his own country the Ursuline
sisters, founded by St. Angela Merici, Fr. Stein
organised these commited young women into an
Association, giving them as model and inspiration
St. Angela Merici and her Rule. Thus on the great
day of Easter, 1887, the ‘““Pious Association of St.
Ursula™ was born in Mangalore. The members of
this Association devoted themselves in a special
way to the service of the local Church by cate-
chizing in families, parishes and in sub-centres,
by preparing the children to participate in the
celebration of the Sacred liturgy and the reception
of the Sacraments. They fostered among the faith-
ful the spirit of prayer, took care of the House
of God, keeping it suitable for prayer and wor-
ship. These dedicated women became also anima-
tors and leaders of the various lay associations in
the parish.

Living in their houses, anticipating, as it were,
the modern form of consecrated life in the Secu-
lar Institutes, the Ursulines of Mangalore sought
to live a life of evangelical simplicity and Chris-
tian charity. Once a week they would meet
together in prayer, experience their fellowship
in the service of the Church, be enlightened and
encouraged in their special commitment, while
discussing their plans and objectives for the better
fulfilment of their mission. St. Ursula’s Convent,
Bolar served as the centre of their visible fellow-
ship and planning of activities.

The Ursuline Sisters of Mangalore

The realization that the pious association was
spreading fast and that their apostolic activities
were evident in the renewed Parish life of the
Diocese of Mangalore inspired the local Ordinary
Rt. Rev. V. R. Fernandes to organize them into
a full-fledged Religious Congregation.
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On July, 28th, 1934, the “Pious Association of
St. Ursula” received the Canonical approval from
the Holy See and was erected as a religious Con-
gregation of the ““Catechist sisters of St. Ursula’.
After a year of canonical novitiate, the sisters
started to live in communities. Any charism
bestowed by the spirit for the Universal Church
is bound to blossom forth inorder to offer its
services to the different areas of God’s Kingdom.
Within two decades from their foundation, its
communities had already sprung up in the Dio-
cese of Mangalore.

The Ursuline Franciscans

In the genuine spirit of St. Angela Merici
who had been a Franciscan tertiary and who had
imbibed the apostolic and missionary spirit of St.
Francis of Assisi, the Ursulines of Mangalore, in
their effort to realize their identity and to re-
new their religious life, expressed their desire to
be incorporatéd into the Franciscan family.
Through the mediation of Fr. Pacificus, O. F. M.
Cap.; a Rescript of Affiliation was obtained on
16th Aug. 1956 from the Minister General of the
Capuchins. The constitutions were re-written
according to the spirit and pattern of the Fran-
ciscan Rule of the Third Order Regular and the
congregation came to be called ““The Ursuline
Franciscans.”

The Present

Half a century has already passed since the
canonical erection of the Congregation. During
this long journey, the tiny mustard seed of the
original association has grown into a tree spread-
ing its branches in the apostolic fields of 12
Dioceses. Regions have been formed in East and
West Karnataka as well asin North and North
East India. Fifty six communities are offering
their services to pastors, faithful and non-chris-
tians in remote villages and poverty stricken
areas. Faithful to its charism of origin the con-
gregation pursues its apostolate in the field of
evangelization and catechesis, pastoral assistance
to priests and missionaries, multiple work of
mercy and charity. Schools and primary health
centres have been feeders to the maintaining and
fulfilment of the mission entrusted to us in the
Church. The remote missions in the North and
North-East of the country offer to the young
members of the congregation a challenge to radi-
cal discipleship and missionary evangelization, in
the spirit of St. Francis and St. Angela.



The Ursulines of Mary Immaculate
(Cannanore)

Our Mother Foundress Brigida was born on 17th June 1610 in
the little hamlet of Rapallo, Italy. Born of noble and pious parents,
Brigida grew up in our atmosphere of Christian devotion and fervour.
Right from her childhood Brigida showed uncommon zeal and enthu-
siasm in spiritual matters. Her only desire in life was to become a
nun and give herself to God. After years of preparation in 1649, in
Piacenza, inspired by God, and guided by the Fathers of the Society
of Jesus, having not without evident signs of a special divine protec-
tions, overcome many difficulties and contradictions, started th_ls
Congregation which, in honour of the heavenly Patroness to whom ’lt
was entrusted, took ‘the name of “Congregation of the Ursulines”,
with the specific mission of educating voung girls of the nobility in
Christian piety and decent behaviour. In no time the Lord provided
the first stones of this nascent community — five young ladies present-
ed themselves to join Brigida's band under the banner of St. Ursula
and on Ash Wednesday of that year the little band adorned in the
livery of Christ Crucified pronounced the vows of consecration. The
Lord saw to the growth and progress of this new foundation by pro-
viding them with more and more vocations — young ladies determined
to aspire to greater perfection by following religious life.

The Institute, which began as a semi-cloistered one on the
principle of total self-surrender to God and the service of man, with
the only apostolate of teaching, through the centuries kindled its
missionary spirit in India. Mother Radini Tedeschi the Superior
General in 1930’s materialized the ardent desire of our Mother Found-
ress who wanted to be a man to be able to go all over the world
to give Christ to all. Mother Radini though nearly 300 years after,
caught the missionary flame burning in the heart of our Venerable
Mother and she transmitted it into action by sending a batch of
pioneers to India to start the congregation here. They arrived in
India in November, 1934 and opened the first house in Cannanore, in
Calicut diocese which today remains as the Indian Headquarters and
Provincial house. From then, we have branched to different parts of
the country, undertaking various apostolate in conformity with the
needs of the time and place. Today we have 38 houses in India en-
gaged in service of all forms — Education, Health Service, Orphanages,
Creshes etc. The members of the congregation total to over 500 in
India.

Half a century is over after the foundation in India. With
profound gratitude and love we invoke the Almighty God for what
remains to be done that He may continue to inspire many more
young women to follow the Lord by heeding His Call. We look forward
with greater hope trusting the words of St. Paul “He who began the
good work in You will bring it to completion at the day of Christ.”

Statistical data regarding

Religious formation

Socio-medical-apostolate we share the light of

Members
Professed Sisters : 407 Novitiate 2 years
Novices 23 Postulancy 2 years
Postulants 26 Aspirancy ;1 year
Aspirants 18

We invite the young girls, who are interested
to work in the remote villages, especially in the
field of evangelization and catechizing. It is
through Christian and secular education and

Christ to all those who come in contact with us.
The required qualificatian for a candidate is
minimum S. S. L. C. = P. U. C. Physical as well
as psychological fitness with a good family back-
ground is required too.

Contact Person: Sr. Angeline Sequeira
Holy Rosary Convent, !
Jeppu, Mangalore — 575 002.
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Sister Disciples of the Divine Master

Priesthood

Like Mary at Jesus side, they offer their

contribution of prayer and collaboration with the
Priests.

Hence they offer their service in seminaries,
rest houses, assist' them in infirmity and offer
suffrages for them.

Adoration

JESUS' IN THE 'HOLY EUCHARIST .is the
essential reason of the life of the Sistér—Disciples
of the Divine Master and the source of their
apostolate.

With the perpetual adoration they offer day
and night a continuily of praver for the entire
humanity.

They promote Holy hours, that all men may
draw from the Eucharistic Jesus a life of faith,
hope, loyve and peace.

Embroidery

They serve the Church in the liturgical field
through instruction, action and prayer.

They prepare and distribute whatever aids
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divine worship and nourish the piety of the
faithful.

They employ the different types of art known
as the ‘handmaids of the liturgy’ in the service
of this apostolic work.

Sculpture

A contemplative-apostolic life wholly dedi-
cated to Christ the Master, present in the Holy
Fucharist, in the. Priesthood, in the Church.

They are present in twentythree countries.
Are you interested in knowing more about them ?

A

Contact the following addresses:

400 050 — Bombay, 113 B. J. Road.
960 001 — Baugalore 31st St. Mark’s Road.
600 004 +— Madras St. Thomas Cathedral
524 001 — Nellore St. Joseph Cathedral
211 002 — Allahabad 28-B Chatham ILines
Society of the Disciples,
113, Bi&l. Road
Bandra

Bombay 400 050



St. Martha's Institute
(S.M.I1.)

The Congregation took its origin in the diocese of Palai in 1956.
Mathew Joseph Kalapurackal with his apostolic vision founded the
Congregation. It was formally accepted by Mar Sebastian Vayalil, the
Bishop of Palai, in 1980. The whole thing got recognised as: ‘Society
of Community Life’. There are ten houses and hundred members both
in and outside of Kerala. The Institute pays special attention to
those who are over-aged and under qualified. The Institute aims at
helping the Church in carrying out Christ's Mission as clearly brought
out in the Holy Seripture. The members follow a life of dedication

and simplicity imitating Jesus of Nazareth. Those who wish to join-

us write to :-

Yocation Promoter
St. Martha’s Institute
Moolamattam P. O., 685589
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Sisters of Mount Calvary

This Community was established towards the end of the
Middle Ages with the aim of redeeming the down-trodden and the
suffering masses of humanity. An enlightened lady named Virginia
laid the foundations of this Congregation in 1931 in Italy. Very soon
the Congregation established itself far and wide with communities all
over the world. The Congregation started a house at Trichur in 1975
for localised apostolic activities. The members work in Nursery Schools,
Schools for the mentally handicapped, Hospitals etc. Those who are
desirous of joining the congregation, please contact :-

Vocation Promoter
St. Joseph’s House
Cheroor, Trichur - 680 009
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Teaching Catechism to Village, Children in Thamilnadu
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Generalate : Salesian Missionaries of Mary
Immaculate

17, Impasse Villa Remond

94250 Gentilly,

FRANCE
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Novitiate : Nirmalagiri Convent
Kengeri P. O.

Bangalore 560 060, Karnataka

North Provincialate :

Mary Immaculate Convent
Near the courts
Nagpur — 440 001, Maharashtra

Central Provincialate :

St. Mary’s Convent
Chamrajpet
Bangalore — 560 018, Karnataka

South Provincialate :

SMMI Provincial House
Pudukkottai Road
Thanjavur — 613007, Tamil Nadu
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1) Vocation Promoter,
Nirmal giri,
Peroor P. O. — 686 637

2) Rev. Superior
Orest Vidyanikethan,
Muttambalam P. O.
Kottayam — 686 004

3) Rev. Director
Nirmalaram,
Mount St. Joseph P. O.,
Bangalore — 560 083
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F. C. C. Generalate,
Portiuncula,

Asokapuram P. O
Alwaye - 683101

Superior General:i- Sr. Romuald F. C. C.



Provinces:—

1. Deva Matha Province, Changanacherry.
Assisi Province, Trichur.
Sacred Heart Province, Ernakulam.

Ll b

Alphonsa Province, Palai.

Vimala Provinece, Kothamangalam.

.Cﬂ

&

St. Joseph’s Province, Malabar.

St. Thomas Province, Kanjirappally.

~1

8. Alvernia Province, Irinjalakuda.
9. Seraphic vice Province, Palghat.

Mission Region:— Maria Matha Mission Region,
Kodarma, Bihar.
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Cannanore Dt., Kerala State- 670502.
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Address: Fr. Superior,
Vincentian Congregation
Angamaly South P. O.
Kerala - 683573.
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Vincent Giri
Vemom P. O

Wynad (Dt.)



AT IE000HD &M )dhIN2Z000

a101W@ELIGBaI1WIEd  (Jealsslmnowl @ I;Eyed
DOMOAUTOHMO EVMD HOLIHOM @RAIUDIEIBO @O
@DOIOE MLaNW1EH0M alel ATUDRLICMISOS. HEMIOG
aiamgeng”. EregsemIad 800806m” 17—0.  MOO2MeTmd
2Tl T@am  Al1weEL  @gomMauTlau® awl aquoesiav®. o
@oereigom1cd @eam @egomMamulcd ®Ialal@am  wilo
Mmoo Immm UIWEL RWTM aHAMOCe. 09 aIlww
ERLWYOS ALANIVWEAMIS:S]T AUIWEL @EoomMaulau® auo
eimv® 1610 mem @R0%e ®IRmT @OIMaVIes! ®@RGEM
mIlad  quooalla] CUMEPTVAVRAODOMY  al0TLREL
M IS0n01@om a0 alovleooaum mue.

1IR101HR0® MILID TN MIDTame HOTM®
algue (@O e E)Yom 8. ©alERIom  MOWen0
OOUGe  afTNOTd @OBEesS RI101TMe algRnoW. 6680l
@1 Mdg|1688010M EBWAN1S8MAIBDOR &M JddTod80
WIWAISHTAR8e TUMIPILRTAUTOOMTM® @EOAITVD. DN
99198905886 af)MMOW T MUOJA IHMOS GBRHOELI
SHijo. AWTWDHEL @EOIMAVLIVY  ALILITNTHMBO VIDa]D)
o GROINTHEBISo MILIAOTMEDISs BEVEZaOOM TN
@I QELICTYRa0s, afS8Td, VI, MIau’SOSB:C
a1 agsl® MYGmEBT @PE TV lssmm® a0 | @
an (EJEMISHMOL|0Ys, afMIaiRe SHBHHVOOID MITRA
B8 100 & TURHadse MuOdallssmM@ 1M @0 EZa0O™
@™ eeJosmmell. &01m malgRleondo moomEm® quld
D01 I0NAle DalalTRmoem” alavleco0anm aueg”
aquoBIML? ajemiaom  MI1AEgUWlajmmMInlesmm@”.

A1MICO 0D TVE C®HIgWo (B IO T@D

@reIAIMm 00 100eau’ elallenm’ OBn@IOMON .o
29897100 al1l®oATeoMoe  ailosoelseeldanam 16 mo
a o léH0eme afameaionel 1892 med 24—00 ®@lwom
DHIEIRSOS O 1MeYEREMI@MMI8Tod allamvleoosuad av
EWHS BYEJEAIMe smaagdcpcm’lmi 0ol 1m0 . (@al
o@leel @ylaces’ aqumgomurlalmemlm® @alTuee
QRIS 1OBH0SA8d:, OalMNSIHENS AI18I8§0aVe VI
WImDIesd agaNT g 216:H 0B806m"Y alles o av
mioaquavmate quodallesmmim®  qLEIWI&:O01HeS
e jolg]lal®®.

Om° auleoomelsniod o'lru’rm”lm%smgjg a8 ([@olmo
C2:0MW1ELIEUMOEM’. DT AVAADOEMIHEL B ULIETBO
VIBOIM JAVM §OTV(OQDETBT (Simple vows) @PManlay
OB’ HeIMo3yem BIAUIm. M®Isemm. a165oes
Lo, ERDOWEYH, DAOOAVIPAO(EJAUBTMHMETBT ag)
£ anTaIoem® 809 URANEM1OHMO g6 | Cojant 1M 0 L) TR,
MNEMMENI aldT®Iow.ale] aesciomImow] =lailes
& ag)m ERUIWeOm qdMIdom] ‘‘spvews aovesg’’
aflm @BOAIdS (oMY AT Ie00amd aqve auila1ayl
olassm@m®. N

aUIIBMOETRAHOM MNYaDTs8M® 1S @lagaje
@PA1SOOnm CGaPYanNAle aHBROMICd QIOPEMUOT DY BB
QIS O 1HMBO BOMaFIOMo @RMIMOD oM I@man. allavl
GO0AHM LRYAS BM (JCMIBMPIM’ MIEWINSHS ™1
WBaYBWEOMISSES CHMT. D AVRAOOEMIOL! BDNHIW
AMweL ©odwoqQ’ conl @PEICEIE 1M SDIEINYHS
@ 1@ogeEm1@MImMs £181a] BOMIe TVEILNEIB @
AMWBOS 80M MOV MVITHO1ajn®Homg” enyaoomIm® @
@1 eaTyano DETBROS RlaTmomleies ce,osm'lgdoceoosae
amn.

(EJIBODMN D 0 NGB T

@Jonoercigomicd al18 o€ 00VA)e  @ERHDOEAVAIMA)
OO @man QLB NEBBEBHS naucalaHl® E.nNeDnd:1e)s
@oelreigom a0 BRYAIU |80 &emanlacisom’ allall
wasmoelsmEslcelas® alauleooaum uewss Jaid
oomerEoe  alléavlg|laflsems”. sam®  qURENdUABT
@i lees alalTw 8 Ho, CHIBBH, @RUDAl@]
00, QYRLOMBTREBCT., emw”cmo']@g&m, @q\y‘-‘,msa“
M@ PBHe, GanoqReldte  agmlallseanslelow
Joudomlagu@an.  MIBRLMEIY  ERIMIB:S ]S TOBEO
el @I@enioeimnd, quoRmM 118 08 0Me M BN ]
m° en1oe1l@,omwnd, quadlalajeswasalenl Q@am et
a8Y quormy OmoYTMalInINleIM. MmMTSBM®MIMN® em
W ODMUoeIHts, ®™IogigleamiIm, @JjoLoalse: allal
WLOCH BB, HSWRINTo0? MV BT afMTaIRo
MURANIIETBBHS EAVAIMD o NEDBBIEIM”.

muganom 1@ ERAUWEM B8NS  all®e10e@o,
DBMNJELTHBRIW MVEANIBOEBTAS GAIMET  GaVAIM.
9aIQMMBoe MEIBZOS BYIMIDOWT amgylelnssl arlavl
G00aUM qLEANOBAT®:D @R VBT (JaIdEmIay ol
@M. eHOSOMIG D@ emeslany]eoml@am a1lav]
GO0nHMD UE gDeEn |00 cHogomIm’ saiglwiej., ail
@M. W 1TW R.weB81md (EJadmlesmoens®.

O68OMIM. HHBURMOM M.  MEBOHIOMSHIN o
2001  @pg|188an  aliemleges @50 nwoem® ail
aU1E00aHmM  CVRAOOM 1L)S8D° .

Address:- Sr. Superior
Visitation Generalate
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Address:- Vocation Promoter
Visitation Generalate
Cullen Road
Factory Ward
Alleppey 688001, Kerala
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Congregations whose

Ancelle Francescane del Buon Pastere

Started - 1938
Total Members = . -109
Postulants and Novices - 34
No. of Houses - - 16

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care, and Direct
Mission.

Address :
Superior
Santa Teresa

Mekkad P. O., Ernakulam
Kerala—683589

Apostolic Carmel Congregation

Started - 1870
Total Members SeIh S
Postulants and Novices - j b7
No. of Houses - 19

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Medical care, Direct
Mission ete.
Address: Superior General,
The Apostolic Carmel Generalate
P.B. 4107, Jayanagar P. O.
T’Block, Bangalore 560 041

Brothers of St. Joseph

Started - 1957
Total Members - 16
No. of Houses -~ 2

Members working in the field of Formation,
Social work and Teaching.
Address :
Brother Superior
Brothers of St. Joseph
Gunadala, Vijayavada
A. P. 520005

Brothers of St. Theresa of Avila

Started - 1904
Total Members - 3
No. of House - 1
All are engaged in Social work.

Address :

Brother Superior, S. T. A.
Holy Angels Institute
Kalamassery—683104
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matter not included

Benedictine Sisters of St. Lioba

Started =927
Total Members - 19
Postulants and Novices - 30
No. of Houses - e

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work and Medical care.
Address :
Superior
Snehabhavan Convent
Bengumgni 464881
Raisen Dt. M.P.

Canons Regular of the Holy Cross

Started = 1131
Total Members - 13
Postulants - 17
No. of House = 1
Members working in the field of Formation.
Address :
Prior

Canons Regular of the Holy Cross
HOMET."CGolony' P. 0.
Kalamassery—683503

Congregation of the Immaculate
Conception (Madurai)

Started S R
Total Members =1
Postulants and Novices - 5
No. of Houses - 93
Centres - 4

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Preaching and Medical care.
Address : C.I. C. Generalate
20 Old Kosavapalayam
Madurai-625 009, Tamil Nadu

Clarist Franciscan Missionaries of
the Most Blessed Sacrament

Started - 1395
Total Members - 168
Postulants and Novices - 40
No. of Houses — a2

Members working in the field of Formation, Social
work, Teaching and Medical care.
Address: Provincial ‘
St. Antony’s Convent
C/6 S.D.A. Hauz—khas,
New Delhi 110016



Carmel Congregation

Started <1748
Total members - 5
No. of House - 1

Members working in the field of contemplative.
Social work.

Address: Prioress P
Carmel Convent
Muthialpet

Pondicherry 605 003

Catechist Sisters of Families

Started =

Total members =29
No. of Houses - 3
Stations L

Members working in the field of Forination,
Direct Mission.

Address: Superior,
Sathya Seva Institute, Mysore

: Karnataka.
Carmelites
Started - 1936
Total Members - 5
No. of House - 1
Address:
Prioress

St. Joseph’s Carmel Ashram
Kumbhakonam 612 001
Tamil Nadu

Congregation of Servite Sisters

Started — 1854
Total Members =" 20k
No. of Houses = 28
Centre - 1
Stations = 28

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Preaching, Medical care etc.

Address:—
Mother General
Servite Generalate
2 E, Promenade Road
Thiruchirapally 620001

Carmel Ashram

Started - =502
Total Members - 18
Postulants and Novices - 1
No. of Houses - 24

Members working in the field of Formation.

Address: Prioress, Carmel Ashram,
S0S0, Gumla P.O. (Dt.) Bihar.

Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca

Started - 1938
Total Members LR 1511
Postulants and Novices £ 9

No. of Houses el 42
Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Medical care, Social work&Direct Mission.

Address :
Superior
Daughters of St. Mary
of Leuca
University P. O.
Cochin - 682022

Discalced Enclosered Carmelites

Started — 1965
Total Members L |
Address:
Prioress
Cordis Jesu Convent
Kottiyam P. O.
Quilon (Dt.), Kerala

Daughters of the Heart of Mary

Started - 1790
Total Members - 70
Postulants and Novices - 10
No. of Houses - 4
Centres - 4

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care and Direct Mission.

Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy

Started = s1837.
Total Members - 71
Postulants and Novices - 40
No. of Houses - 5
Stations - 6

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care, Direct Mission,
eles

Address: Superior
St. Joseph’s Convent
Poomulla

Sultan Battery-673 592

Daughters of Presntation of Mary
at the Temple

Started — 1833
Total Members - 90
Postulants and Novices - 42
No. of Houses - 6

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, and Medical care.
Address :

Deligate

Presentation Convent

Chevayur P. O.

Calicut 673017

Kerala
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Dela Salle Brothers

Started A - 1680
Total Members - 37
Postulants = 11
No. of Houses = 6

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea—
ching, Social work and others.
Address: Auxiliary Provincial
St. Miguel Arul, Thentral
Theni Road
Nagamalai, Pudukottil

Discalced Nuns of the Order of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel

Total members - 6
Postulant and Novice s
Address: Superior,

Carmelite Convent
4 — Outram Street,
Calcutta — 700 017

Dominican Sisters of Our Lady of

Rosary
Started - 1895
Total Members - 100
Postulants and Novices - 20
No. of Houses - 10

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care, Direct Mission
and others.
Address: Superior
Rosary Convent
Palluruthy P. O.,
Cochin 682 006

Franciscan Brothers of Blessed Sacrament

Started - 1956
Total Members - 30
Postulants - 1
No. of Houses - 5

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Direct Mission, Social work, etc.
Contact Br. Superior General
Franciscan Brothers of
Blessed Sacrament
Prem Nagar
Jani, . P.

Franciscan Sisters of All Saints

Started 711
Total Members = 88
Postulants and Novices 2 68
No. of Houses - 3
Centre - 1
Stations = 2

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Medical care etc.
Address: Sr. Superior,
Assisi Bhavan
Kottayam.
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Franciscan Servants of Mary

Started - 1852
Total Members =iy
No. of Houses - 20

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Medical Care and Direct
Mission.

Address:
Regional Superior
Assisi Nilaya
24 Palem Grove Road
Bangalore — 560 047
Karnataka.

Fraternity of the Little Sisters of Jesus

Started — 1939
Total members =L
Postulants an Novices - 8
No. of Houses = 4
Members working in the field of Formation,

Medical care etc.

Address :
Regional Superior
Yesu Ashram,
Kammanahally,
St. Thomas Town,
Bangalore- 560 084

Franciscan Missionary Sisters of
the Sacred Heart

Started - 1969
Total Members - 47
Postulants and Novices - 11

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care, Direct Mission.

Address :

St. Clare Convent
Labbipet, Vijayawada
Krishna Dt, A.P. 520010

Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of
Graces (F.S. L.G.)

Started ~ 1965
Total Members - 143
Postulants and Novices - 20
No. of Houses - ¥

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ciiing, Social work, Medical care and Preaching,

Address :

Superior General
Norbert House

P. 0. Raja-Ka-Tajpur
Bijnor (Dt.)

1. P. 246735



Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of

Bon Secours

Started - 1894
Total Members - 7
Members working in the field of Social work,

Preaching and Medical care.

Superior General

Bon Secours Generalate
Poonamallee

Madras 600 056

Tamil Nadu

Franciscan Missionaries of Mary

(F.M.M.)

Started - 1877
Total Members =169
Postulants and Novices - 78
No. of Houses - 70

Members working in field of Formation, Teac?ling.
Social service Medical care, Direct Mission etc.

Contact:

Sr. Provincial F. M. M.

Convent of Our Lady of Providence
Hosur Road

Dharmaram College P- O.
Bangalore 560 029

Handmaids of Christ

Started = 19385
Total Members - 102
Postulants and Novices - 21
No. of Houses - 17

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching' and Social work.

Address :

Mother General
St. Alex Convent
Calangute Bardez
Goa —-403 516

Missionaries of Incarnation

Started - 1976
Total Members - 36
Postulants and Novices = 23
No. of Houses - 2

of Formation,
Direct

Members working in the field
Teaching, Social work, Medical care,
Mission ete.

Contact to:

Superior

St. Joseph’s Convent
Missionaries of Incarnation
Cochin — 2 Nazareth

Malabar Missionary Society (M.M.B.)

Started — 1948
Total Members - 74
Postulants and Novices - 30
No. of Houses - 10
Stations - 2
Centre - 1

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care etc.

Address :

Bro. Superior General M.M.B.
M.M.B. Generalate
Trichur— 680 005

Missionaries of Francis de Sales

Started - 1836
Total Members — 15
Novices and Scholastics - 49
No. of Houses - 11
Centres = 16
Stations i 5

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching and Direct Mission.

Adddress :

Fr. Provincial

Missionaries of St. Francis
de Sales

Maharashtra, Goa Province

St. John’s High School

Nagpur 440001

Oblates of St- Joseph (0.S.].)

Started - 1878
Total members - b
Novices and postulants - 21
No. of House ‘ — 1
Members working in the field of Formation,

Social work, Preaching and others.

Address:-
Fr. Superior, (0.S.J.)
Oblates of St. Joseph
Kodungalloor P. O.
! 680 664

Preshitharam Sisters

Started - 1977

Total Members - 89

Postulants and Novices : = 27

No. of Houses - 7
Members working in the field of Formation,

Teaching, Direct Mission and others.

Address: Superior General,
Preshitharam Sisters
Kalady P. O.

Kerala, 683 574
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Religious Teachers of Blessed
Rosa Venerini

Started - 1635
Total members - 24
Postulants and Novices e L
No. of Houses e 2

Members working in fthe field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work etc.

Address:

Regional Delegate
Venerini Convent
Cheruvannoor, Feroke
Calicut — 673 631.

S. J. S. T. Cogregation

Started - 1920
Total members - 352
Postulants and Novices - 42
No. of Houses =010
Stations - 13

Members working in field of the Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care etc.

Address:

Sr. Superior S. J. S. T.
St. Joseph’s Convent,
Joseland,

Mundoor - 678 592
Palghat.

Sisters of St. Aloysius

Started = 11815

Total Members - 28

Postulants and Novices - 9

No. of Houses - 5

~Centre - 1
Members working in the field of Formation,

Teaching, Medical care, Social work etc.

Provincial,

Sisters of St. Aloysius
Fatima Hostel

60 Mt. Mary’s Road.
Bandra,

Bombay — 400 050.

Society of Catholic Medical Mission

Started - 1925
Total Members - 133
Postulants and Novices = 15
No. of Houses , 2 hare 1

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care, Direct Mission
etc.

Address:

Section Superior
Jyothi Bhavan,
Delhi.
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Sisters of Charity of Saints

Started - 1832
Total members - 243
Postulants and Novices - 14
No. of Houses =
Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Medical care, Direct
Mission ete.
Address :—
Provincial,
Sisters of Charity,
Malaparamba,
Calicut — 673 009
Kerala,

Sisters of Charity of St. Bartholomea
and Vincenza

Started - 1832
Total Members - 63
Postulants and Novices - 1
No. of Houses - 25

Members working in the field of Formation, Teach-
ing, Social work, Medical care etc.

Address :—

Provincial,

Sisters of charity,

14/1 Convent Road,
Calcutta — 700 014.

Sisters of St. Charles

Started - 1684
Total members - 26
No. of Houses - 10

Members working in thefield Formation, Teaching,
Social work, Medical care and Direct Mission.

Address:

Provincial,
Charles Villa,
Peramboor
Madras.

Sisters of Charity of Jesus and Mary

Started - 1803

Total members - 137

Postulants and Novices - 19

No. of Houses - 18
Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Medical care etc.

Address:
Provincial,

21 King Road,
Lajpet Nagar IV
New Delhi- 110 024



Sisters of Mary Immaculate

Started — 1948
Total members - 299
Postulants and Novices - 142
No. of Houses ke P

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching; Social work, Medical care and Direct

Mission,

Address:-
Superior General,
Sisters of Mary
Immaculate
Mother House,
Krishnagar 741 101
Nadia Dt. W. Bengal

Sisters of St. Francis of Dillingen

Started - 1241
Total members - 14
Postulants and Novices - 2
No. of Houses - 3

Members working in the field of Formation,

Teaching and Medical care.
Address:—

Provincial,

St. Francis Convent,
| 2L B

Gandhi Nagar,
Bilaspur 495001 M. P.

Sisters of St. Joseph, Cottolengo

Total members < 10
Postulants and Novices - 30
No. of Houses -- 2

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-

ching and Medical care.

Address:—

Sister Superior,
Sisters of St. Joseph,
Cottolengo,

Beach Road,

Fort Cochin - Kerala.

Sisters of Adorers

Started - 1948
Total Members - 101
Postulants and Novices - 75
No. of Houses - 14

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Medical Care, Preaching,

Direct Mission etc.
Address to:

Sisters of Adorers
Nazareth Villa
PodeC 1T Rd: Call? .

Sisters of the Cross of Chavanod

Started — 1838
Total Members - 254
Postulants and Novices - 12
No. of Houses - 57

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Preaching, Social work; Medical care,
Direct mission etc.

Address :-

Sister Provincial,

Holy Cross Provincialate,
Camp Amaravathi,
Maharastra — 444 602

Sisters of St. Francis Assisi

Started — 1874
Total Members - 40
Postulants and Novices - 2
No. of Houses - 4

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Medical care and Direct
Mission.

Address :

Superior

Assisi Bhavan

Kanjikode 678 621

Palghat

Sacred Heart Sisters

Started -
Total Members - 67
Postulants and Novices e 4
No. of Houses - 6
Centres - 6
Stations - 6

Members working in the field of Formation,
g‘dgaqhing, Social work, Medical care and Direct
1Ss101.

Contact to:

Superior General,
Assumpta Convent,
Innaciapuram
Tuticorin — 628 002
Tamil Nadu.
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Sisters of Charity of St. John of God

Started

Total members A 153

Postulants and Novices =T

No. of Houses - 1
Members working in the field of Medical
Care and others,

Address:—
Superior,

Sisters of Charity of
St. John of God,
Kattappana South,
685 515
Idukki, Kerala.

Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart

of Jesus
Started : — 1900
Total Members - 14
Postulants and Novices - 15
No. of House - 1

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care etc.

Address:—

General Delegate
Sneha Bhavan,
Education and Healh
Centre
Rose Garden
Vivekanagar,

Bangalore — 560 047

Sisters of St. Peter Clavar

Started - 1894
Total Members - 300
Address :
Sr. Superior
Sisters of Peter Clavar
Olarikkara P. O.
Pullazy
Trichur-12
Society of St. Ursula
Started - 1621
Total Members SRS 1
No. of Houses - 7

Members working in the field of Formation, Tea-
ching, Social work, Medical care etc.

Address :

Regional Superior
Society of St. Ursula
Akurdi, Pune 411035
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Society of St. Paul

Started - 1914
Total Members - 85
Novices and Scholastics - 30
No. of Houses - 8
Centres - 7

Members working in the field of Formation and
Direct Mission.

Address :
Provincial

P. B. No. 9814
Bandra, Bombay 400 050

Society of Sisters of the Redemption

Started - 1935
Total Members - 280
Postulants and Novices - 10
No. of Houses - 32
Members working in the field of Formation,

Social work, Medical Care and Direct Mission.
Address :

Sister Superior,

Society of the Sisters of
Redemption

Rippon, Muppady P. O.

Wynad

Society of Sisters of St. Anne

(Madras)
Started - 1874
Total Members - 488
Postulants and Novices - 48
No. of Houses - 63

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work and Medical Care.

Address :

Superior General

St. Anne’s Generalate,
Madavaram 600 060

T. N. Madras

Society of Sacred Heart

Started - 1800
Total members - 64
Postulants and Novices - 10
No. of Houses - 11

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Medical Care and Direct
Mission. 3

Address:

Provincial

8. Kamal Tara Apartments
191 Dhole Patil Marg

Pune 411001, Maharashtra



Sylvestro — Benedictine Congregation

Started 12th Century

Total members - 32

Novices and Scholastics - 16

No. of Houses el

Stations B
Address :

Regional Superior,

St. Joseph’s Monastery
Makkiad P. O.

Wynad 670 731

The Missionary Society of St. Thomas
the Apostle (M. S. T.)

Started - 1968
Total Members - 105
Novices and Scholastics = =194
No. of Houses Lo 2
Centres - 2
Stations e | 3D

Working in the field of Formation, Teaching,
Social work, Medical care, Direct Mission and
Preaching.

Contact :

Superior General
Deepti Bhavan
Malampara

Addresses only:—

Brothers of St. Michael

Superior General,
Brothers of St. Michael
P..0. ;Bex No.6
Coimbatore 641 001

Blessed Sacrament Fathers

Delegate,

Blessed Sacrament Community
St. Francis, Xavier’s Chapel,
Middle Colaba, Bombay 400005

Comrriunity of Lay Missionaries

Regional Superior
Catholic Church
Chiklva Palsud P. 0.
Rajpur 497118

M. P.

Ursulines of Tildonk

Started - 1535
Total Members - 47
Postulants and Novices S
No. of Houses - 43
Members working in the field of Formation,

Teaching, Social work, Medical Care and Direct
Mission.
Address :
Provincial
Kanke Road, 273 [ 303
Ranchi 834 008
Bihar

Ursuline Sisters of Somasca

Started - 1974
Total members R
Postulants and Novices - 6
No. of Houses - 3

Members working in the field of Formation,
Teaching, Social work, Medical care and others.

Contact to:—

Superior,

Ursuline Sisters of
Somasca

4377 St. Mary’s Road

11th Cross

N. R. Mohalla

Mysore 576 007.

Congregation of Christian Brothers

Provincial

St. Columbus School
Ashok Palace

New - Delhi 110001

Congregation of the Passion

Regional Superior
Ashram J. X. P.
Pallichal Road
Palluruthy
Cochin 682 006

Congregation of St. Ann

Superior General
St. Ann’s Generalate
Phirangipuram
Guntur 522 529
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Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Chambery

Provincial

St. Joseph Convent
Fox Rock, Pachmashi
M. P. 461 881

Congregation of Sisters of St. Francis

Regional Superior
St. Francis Convent
Raisen, M. P- 464 551

Congregation of Carmelites of
Trivandrum

Vocation Promoter
Holy Angel’s Convent
Trivandrum 695 001

Daughters of the Cross (Liege)

Provinoial,

Daughters of the Cross,

St. Vincent’s Home,

68 Diamond Harbour Road,
Kiddapore. Calcutta — 700 023.

Daughters of Divine Saviour

Superior

Divine Saviour Convent
Manjalammudu (Via)
Arumanai

Daughters of St. Ann (Ranchi)
Mother General
St. Anne’s Convent
Purullia Road
P. 0. Box No. 108
Ranchi 834 001

Danghters of St. Ann (Calcutta)

Superior General

St. Mary’s High School
I Convent Lane

P. O. Tangra

Calcutta - 700 013

Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph

Superior General
St. Louis Convent
St. Thomas Mount
Madras 600 016

Franciscan Sisters of Mary Immaculate

Sister Superior
H. 0. No. 6 Langford Gardens
Bangalore 560 052
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Franciscan Sisters of the Presentation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Superior General
Presentation Convent
Coimbatore 641 001

Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Delegate
Handmaids of the Sacred Heart

of Jesus
Dilkush Convent, Special School
Church Road
Juhu, Bombay 400 049

Holy Family Sisters of Bordeaux

Regional Superior
Holy Family Convent
Pavunjur

Chingelput 603 312

Loreto Sisters of Institute of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Provincial
TLoreto House

7 Middleton Row
Calcutta 700 071

Montfort Fathers

Provincial

Guru Mandir

29, Lalitha Mahal Road
Siddartha Nagar P. O.
Mysore 57001

Missionary Sisters of Immaculate
Heart of Mary

Provincial

I. C. M. District House
5 Anaikatti Maiden
Tiruchirapalli 620001
Tamil Nadu

Marian Sisters of Schoestatt

Vocation Promoter

Marian Sisters of Schoestatt
St. Mary’s Home

Shornur-1



Medical Mission Secular Institute

Regional Superior
Nitya Seva Hospital
Shevgaon
Ahmednagar 414502

Missionary Sisters of Ajmer

Superior General
Mission Sisters House
Mirshali, Ajmer
Rajastan 305001

Nursing Sisters of Our Lady of Dolours

Vocation Promoter

Our Lady of Dolours Convent
Perumpadappu

Cochin 682006

Minor order of Friars

Provincial

St. Sebastians Friary
Madavaram

Madras 600090

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Regional Superior
Seva Nalaya

38/4 Davis Road
Bangalore 560084

Sisters of St. Joseph of Tarbes

Provinecial

Tarbes

19 Promenade Road
Bangalore 560005

Sisters of St. Joseph of Trudpert

Regional Superior
Convent Deepal
Sanawad

M. P.: 451111

St. Joseph of Apparition

Regional Superior
St. Joseph’s Convent
Jail Road

Wardha
Maharashtra 442001

Servants of Mary Mother of Sorrows

Superior General
Servite Generalate

26, Promenade Road
Thiruchirapalli 620001
S. India

Sisters of Our Lady of Grace and
Compassion Benedictine

Superior

Social Welfare Centre

Grace and Compassion Priory
57 Anna Salai
Triruvannamalai 606601

Sisters of St. Ann (Providence)

Provincial

St. Ann’s Convent

12, Chimbal Road
Bandra, Bombay 400050

Satya Seva Institute

Regional Superior
Satya Seva Institute
Mariapure
Kathanur P. O.
Mysore

Society of Nirmala%Dasikal

Vocation Promoter -
Society of Nirmala Dasikal
Pullashi, Trichur 680012

Society of Mary (Marianists)

Regional Superior
P. B. 50 Kathmanodu
Nepal

Society of Christ Jesus

Regional Superior
105 Koregaon Park
Pune 411 001

Society of the Helpers of Mary

Superior General
Helpers of Mary
Sharddha Vihar
Veera Desai Road
Andheri

Bombay 400 058

Union Sisters of Presentation of
Blessed Virgin Mary

Provincial

Anjali

B - 161 Greater Kailash 1
New Delhi 110 048.
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