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In the Blessed Name of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit, One true God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraternal and Respectful Greetings to
our Beloved Brother in the Lord,His Holi-
ness Abuna Merkorios, Patriarch of Ethio-
pia. '

Dearly Beloved Brother in Christ. Your
Holiness,

We greet Your Holiness with great joy
on the occasion of the Enthronement of
Your Holiness as Chief Shepherd and
Patriarch of our. ancient and honoured
sister Orthodox Church of Ethiopia.- On
behalf of our Holy Episcopal Synod. of our
priests and people and on our own behalf
as Catholicos of The East and Malankara
Metropolitan. we send to Your Holiness
our most heartfelt felicitations and sincere
good wishes for along and fruitful ministry
in the service of Your people.

Because of our advanced age and
uncertain health we are ourselves unable
to be present with Your Holiness on this
joyous occasion. Our brother His Grace

 Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios, Metropolitan

of Delhi and the Secretary for Inter—Church
Relations of our Holy Episcopal Synod

~ will represent us and our Church on the
‘occasion.

we hold our beloved sister Orthodox
Church of Ethiopia in high esteem and
sincere affection Our two churches have

passed through the great vicissitudes of

history. and God has been merciful in

through the
centuries.

May the Holy Spirit grant Your Holi—
ness.the fullness of His gifts, and keep

| yous strengthen you and guide you. May
~ the Lord bless all your bishops. priests and
| people.
| our hope that Your Holiness will soon be
~ enabled by God to bless our Church

We dare express our wish and

and

_ | our people w:th a persona! visit in the near

1 future.

Your Bfother in the Lord
= = e Sd/_
Basehus Mar' Thoma Mathews |
Catholicos of the East.

- Kottayam

September 1, 1988.
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ENTHRONMENT OF

PATRIARCH M

ERKORIOS

OF ETHIOPIA

Paulos Mar Gregorios of Delhi

Patriarch Abuna Mer—
korios (Mercurius, but not
Makarios) of Ethiopia was
enthroned at an impressive
ceremony at the Holy
Trinity Cathedral in Addis
Ababa on Sunday, Sept-
ember 4th, 1988 (Nahasse
29th, 1980 in the Ethiopian
Calendar).

Abuna Merkorios is the
fourth Ethiopian Patriarch.
The Ethiopian Orthodox
Patriarchate was establish-
ed only in 1959 by agree—
ment between the Govern-
ment and Church of
Ethiopia on the one hand
and the Coptic Orthodox
Church on the other.

Previous to that the huge

Ethiopian = Church was
governed by one Coptic
bishop sent from Alexand-
ria, The false Nicene
canons prohibited the con-
secration of an Ethiopian
as bishop, tili right into the
20th century.

It was only in 1930 that
the Copts gave Ethiopia
four bishops from among
Ethiopian = monks and
scholars. In 1951, years
after,  liberation from
Mussolini’s Italian occu

~ pation of Ethiopia, the

Copts agreed to raise one
of the four bishops, Abuna
Baselios, to the rank of
Archbishop of Ethiopia.
In 1959 finally Abuna
Baselios was raised to the
rank of Patriarch of Ethi-
opia. The Coptic Pope of
Alexandria presided over

the enthronement.

When Abuna Baselios
passed away Abuna Theo-
philos was enthroned as
Patriarch. In 1974 during
the Re volution Patriarch
Abuna Theophilos was

* arrested and put in prison

in the Jubilee Palace. He
was given considerable
freedom, including that of
going to the neighbouring
St. Stephen’s Church, Pat-
riarch  Abuna Theophilos
misused this freedom to
effect an escape from the
Church, and was promptly
re-arrested the next day in
his sister’s house. He was
put under more rigorous

conditions of imprison-
ment.
The Church leadership

was in utter confusion at
this point, and without
even proceeding to depose
Patriarch Theophilos, ele-

-~ cted his sucecessor, the late

third Patriarch Abuna

from

-and

Tekle Haimanot. The Copts

refused to acknowledge
this election and consecrat -
ion on the ground that the
previous Patriarch was still
alive and not officially
deposed. The Ethiopian
Synod later corrected its
mistake by making a
formal decision to depose
Patriarch Theophilos. This
decision, coming after the
lection and consecration
€Abuna Tekle Haimanot
(was a monk-priest at the

‘time of his election) was

regarded as irregular, and
Pope Shenooda of Alexa-
ndria cut off all relations
with the Ethiopian Church.
Up to this date the Coptic
Church has not responded
to any communication
from the Ethiopian Church.
The- Copts did not send
anyone to represent their
Chutch on the occasion of
the enthrone ment of Abuna
Merkorious  Neither did

“they respond to the tele-

gram about the passing
away of Patriarch Abuna
Tekle Haimanot in the
first week of June 1988.
The Syrians also have not
responded and were absent
the Enthronement
Ceremony on September
4th 1988.

There was double appre-
ciation therefore of the
presence of  Armenian
Bishop David of  Paris
representing  Catholicos
Vazken of Etchmiadzin
Mar Gregorios of
Delhi  representing The
Catholicos of the East.Both
of us participated in the
Eucharistic liturgy and in
the serviceof enthronement
on September 4th. A great
deal of appreciation was
expressed by the Ethiopian
Orthodox bishops for this
participation.

The ceremony was rather
simple and improvised.
Since Abuna Merkorios
was already a bishop, there
was no needfor consccra-
tion, but only for Sunthro—
nitho. In the middle of
the Eucharistic liturgy, after
the liturgy of the word, the
bishops gathered around
the bema where the Patri-
arch—elect was  scated.
After some hymns and
chants several archbishops
prayed  various prayers

-including Armenian Bishop

‘PDavid and Indian Metro-
politan Mar Gregorios.

Afterwards the Patriarch
was vested on the bema
and was crowned with an

ecclesiastical crown.Prayers

were said over the pastoral

scaff,and all the bishops(in-
cludl"w the Armenian and
the Incilam held the pasto-
ral staft together, while the
patriarch took hold of it.
After that he gave his hom-
ologion, and then went up
to the thronos and com--
pleted the Eucharistic litus
rgy in which the two foreign
bishops also participated
by reading certain prayers.
Ambassadors)ff many cou-
ntries were presenf, inclu—
ding the Ambassador of
India.

While the Syrian and
Coptic churches were not--
ably absent, there was an
Italian bishop representing
the Vatican and the Pope,
an English bishop repre-
senting the Anglican Co-
mmunion and Arch bishop
Runcie, and a Russian Or-
thodox bishop representing

Patriarch Pimen and the

Russion Orthodox Church.
Fr. Ion Bria represented
the World Council of
Churches- There were also
representatives  from the
Ecumenical
the Greek Patriarchate of
Alexandria and from the

Lutheran World Federa- f

tion. Huge crowds wers
present as well as all the 28
bishops present in the cou-
ntry (one in the  North,
Abuna Yuhannes, was too
infirm to come). Three
bishops outside Ethiopia
could also not come.

During the public meet -
ing following the cnthrone-
ment, the first two messages
of felicitations to be read
were from Catholicos Vaz-
gen of Armenia and
Catholicos  Baselios of
India. The Greek Ortho -
dox and Russian Orthodox.
patriarchates followed.
After that the Roman Ca-
tholic, Anglican, WCC and
Lutheran. There were seve-
ral reception, luncheons
and dinners for three days
of celebrations.

A Brief Account of the
Patriarch

Abuna Merkorios is 30

years of age (born 1[938).
His baptismal name was
Zelibanos. 7
Debre Tabor district of
Gondar province.

He had his tra 'w
Ethiopian educatio
some of the gre
teachers of

Patriarchate, °

He is from the '
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of education. At 14 he

was made a deacon, and
then continued advanced
education-under great
teachers in several mona-
steries-a fyrther 10 years
of education in the tradi-
tional Ethiopian manner.

He then taught for seven
years in his own monastery,,-;,
~also

while  performing
various handxcrafts._ :

r es in the country
1979 ‘he was ordai
the age
of 41. Heserved first as
Bishop of Ogaden (near
Somalia)and then as Bishop

_ of Gondar. He was promo-

ted to the rank of Arch-

bishop after one year. since

his work was outstanding.

He constructed 43 new
churches

ditional liturgical and other
books. He also engaged
in an extensive programme

- of social work including

estabhshmg seedling nurse—

schools for training  the

' poor in kmttmg, weavmg,'_

auom 1@ §om 1@
DSAUBRYHS

and renovated
185 other churches. He has
- got published several tra-

~School teaching, and re-

‘to the P
ries for reforestation, built 7 arliame
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°mbroidery and tailoring,
provided many villages
with flour mills, had many
wells dug and water-pumps
installed, built parish halls
for preachmg and Sunday

organized parish council
in all his parishes, whil
he served as Archblshop

In 1987  Archbisho
Merkorios was nomina 1




