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PREFACE

This is the revised edition of the District Handbook on
Trivandrum. Also, this is part of a series of revised editions of
district handbooks of Kerala brought out by the Department of
Public Relations. An attempt is made here to collect and present
. as much information as possible, all updated. It has been designed
to satisfy the needs of the average reader, as well as the tourist,
who may look for a handy volume containing essential information
about the District.

We hope that the book will serve this purpose. Suggestions for
improvements are most welcome:

Meeandony. . T. N. JAYADEVAN,
21-6-1988. . Director of Public Relations.
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TRIVANDRUM DISTRICT

PHYSICAL FEATURES

-

Trivandrum, the southern most district of Kerala State is
situated between north Ilatitudes 8° 17’ and 8° 54’ and east
longitudes 76° 41’ and 77° 17. With its southern most: extremity
at Parassala, about 56 kms. up from Kanyakumari the, ‘Lands End
of India’, Trivandrum District stretches along the shores of the
Arabian Sea for a distance of 78 kilometres with Quilon District on
the north and Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari Districts of
Tamil Nadu on the east and the south.

Bounded on the east and north-east by the mountain ranges of
-Western Ghats, the south by the fertile rice bowl district of
Kanyakumari of Tamil Nadu and the west by the Arabian Ses,
Trivandrum District is having three major rivers, the Neyyar,
the Karamana and the Vamanapuram. The district may be broadly
divided into three natural divisions, viz., the highland, the mid-land
and the lowland. The region which lies below 7.62 metres above the
mean sea level is classified as lowland, between 7.62 metres and
76.2 metres above mean sea level as midland and the remaining
region which is covered by forests and mountains as highland.
Chirayinkil and Trivandrum Taluks lie in midland and lowland
regions while Nedumangad and Neyyattinkara Taluks lie in
highland and midland regions. The Western Ghats which range
along the eastern and north-eastern borders constitute the highland
and it is covered by thick forests in its upper ranges while in the
lower ranges the forests are interspersed with plantations. The
Ghats maintain an average elevation of 814 metres rising to peaks
1219 to 1829 metres high in certain places. The Agastyakutam,
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the southern-most peak in the Ghats is 1869 metres above sed
level and figures in the popular tradition connected with
Agastyamuni. Mukkunnimalai near Trivandrum (1074 metres) is -
an important hill health resort in the District. The lowland
bordering the sea is densely covered with coconut palms. The soil
in this region is sandy. Paddy is sufficiently grown here. In the
midland .region are valleys, isolated hills, and the plains leading
to the forest-clad uplands. This region is rich in agricultural
produces like paddy, tapioca, spices and cashew. On the higher
elevations of the district are tea plantations on small scale while
pepper, rubber, ginger and arecanut flourish in the lower elevations.
Among the three rivers in the district, the Neyyar, the southern-
most river of Kerala State has its origin in the Agasthyamalai.
The length of the river is about 56 kms. The river Karamana
which has a length of about 67 kms. has its origin in Chemunji
Mottai of the Western Ghats. The Vamanapuram river or the
Attingal river has also its source in the Chemunji Mottai of the
Western Ghats. »

The chief backwaters of the District from south to north are
the Veli, the Kadinamkulam, the Anchutengu and the Edava-
Nadayara Kayals. At Varkala where there is a cliff formation, two
tunnels of 282 metres and 721 metres were constructed in 1877 and
1880 respectively. Besides these systems of backwaters and
canals there is a fresh water lake at Vellayani in Trivandrum Taluk.

The large forest reserves favourably affect climate and induce
more rain. In mountain peaks pinching cold is experienced, lower
down, the climate is bracing cold and in the plains it is generally
hot.  Though the mean maximum temperature is only around 90°K
it is oppressive in the moisture-laden atmosphere of the plains.
Humidity is high and rises to about 90 per cent during the south-
west monsoon. The average annual rainfall is around 150 cms.
The annual variation of temperature is small. It is significant that
the district gets rainfall both from the south-west and the north-
east monsoons. The former starts towards the end of May or the
beginning of June and fades out by about September while the
latter commences in October. Dry weather sets in by the end of
December. December, January and February are the coolest months
of the year. March, April and May are generally very hot.

The District consists of four taluks viz, Chirayinkil,
Nedumangad, Trivandrum and Neyyattinkara. There are 125
Revenue Villages, 12 Development Blocks, 84 Panchayats, four
Municipal towns and a Corporation in the District,
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Trivandrum District has an area of 2192 sq. kilometres which
is only about 5.64 per cent of the total area of the Kerala State.
It has a population of 2,596,112 of which 1,279,150 are males
and 1,316,962 females. The density of population ig 1184 per
square km. Literacy percentage, according to 1981 census is 70.50.
There are 284,279 scheduled caste and 14,145 scheduled tribe
persons in this District. The number of occupied residential houses
in 1981 was 460,125 of which 111,931 are in the Urban area.

A SHORT HISTORY

The antiquity of Trivandrum Distriet is an undisputed fact.
Trivandrum city and several other places in the District loom large
in ancient tradition, folklores and literature. The name
‘Trivandrum’ is derived from Thiruvananthaburam, meaning the
abode of the sacred snake-god Ananthan, on whom Vishnu, God of
Preservation, is believed to be reclining. The Mahabharata testifies
to the great antiquity of Varkala, another important place in the
District. It makes mention of the pilgrimage of Balarama to the
holy shrine of Janardana at Varkala.

South Kerala and particularly the Trivandrum District had in
the early past a political and cultural history which was in some
respects independent of that of the rest of Kerala. Upto the
beginning of the 10th century A.D. the Ays were the leading
political power in the area. The disappearance of the Ays as a
major political power in the 10th centurv A.D. svnchronised with
the emergence of the rulers of Venad. In 1684 during the regency
of Umayamma Rani, the English East India Companv obtained a
sandy spit of land at Aniengo on the sea coast about 32 kms. north
of Trivandrum with a view to erecting a factorv and fortyfyine it.
The vlace had earlier been frequented bv the Portuciese and later
bv the Dntch. Tt was from here that the English gradually
extended their domain to other parts of Travancore.

The modern history besing with Marthanda Varma who is
generally regarded as the Maker of Modern Travaneore (1729-1752
A.D.). The reign of Marthanda Varma also saw the progress of
literature and arts. Trivandrum served as a eoreat eentre.of
intellectnal and artistic activitv in those days. The accession of
Maharaja Swathi Thirunal (1829-1847 A.D.) ushered in an epoch
of enltural prooress and ecomomie prosperity. The bheoinning of
Eneclish education was made in 1834 hv onening an Fnelish Schon]
at Trivandrum. Tn 1836 an observatory and a charitv hosnital were
established at Trivandrum. During the reign of Ayilyam Thirunal
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(1860-1880), a fully equipped Arts College was started at Trivandrum
besides several English, Malayalam and Tamil schools for boys and
girls all over the State. A large Civil Hospital with a Lying-in-
Hospital and a Lunatic Asylum was also established. In 1873 the
present University College of Trivandrum was opened. During the
reign of Sri Mulam Thirunal (1885-1924) a Sanskrit College, an
Ayurveda College, a Law College and a Second Grade College for
Women were opened at Trivandrum. A department for the
preservation and publication of oriental manuscripts was also
organised.

One of the significant measures associated with his reign was
the inauguration of the Legislative Council in 1888. It was the
first legislative chamber started in an Indian State. In 1904 the
Sri Mulam Assembly came into being.

It was also during the reign of Sri Mulam Thirunal that the
activities of the Indian National Congress found their echoes in
Trivandrum and other parts of Kerala. In 1938 an official com-
mittee of the Indian National Congress was formed in Trivandrum
and a political conference was held in the city under the presidency
of Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramaiyah. The period since the Maharaja
Sri Chitra Thirunal Bala Rama Varma took the ~reigns of
administration in 1931, formed an epoch of many-sided progress.
The promulgation of the Temple Entry Proclamation (1936) was
an act worth mentioning. In 1937 a separate University for
Travancore was started with its head-quarters at Trivandrum.

With the accession of Travancore to the Indian Union after,
Independence, the policy of the State Government underwent radical
changes. The first popular Ministry headed by Shri Pattom
Thanu Pillai was installed in office on March 24, 1948, Consequent
on the recommendations of the States Reorganisation Commission,
the four southern taluks of Thovala, Agasteeswaram, Kalkulam and
Vilavancode merged with Tamil Nadu. The Kerala State came
into being on November 1, 1956.



FLORA AND FAUNA

Trivandrum District is noted for a unique variety of flora and
fauna. The forests of the district abound in a variety of animals
and birds and its adjacent areas are conducive to the growth of wild
life. Elephants, bison, monkey and rare species of reptiles
seem to have had the place of distinction. The Neyyar reservoir
and its adjacent areas are conducive to the growth of wild life.
Nestled in the lap of Western Ghats, a wild life sanctuary is fastly
growing over an area of nearly 777 square kilometres around this
reservoir. It preserves the scenic beauty of the area and provides
healthy holiday resort for the tourists. It projects the flora and
fauna in the natural habitat and serves as a place for the
ecological study of wild life. The forest under Kulathupuzha range
is the habitat of rare species of snakes and lizards.

Mammals are well represented in this District but none of them
can be said to be peculiar to this District or Kerala as a whole.
Yet the Nilgiri Langur (Kasi Johnii), the Lion tailed Macaque
(Macaca Silenus), the Nilgirli brown mungoose (Herpestes fuscus)
and the Malabar civet (Moschothere Civettina) are characteristic
of this region. The monkeys include macaques and langurs.
Carnivores include tiger, jungle cat, toddy cats and the leopard
though tiger has become considerably scanty. Jackal, wild dog,
sloth bear, gaur (kattupothu), a few species of deer, elephants
ete., are also seen.

Only three or four species of birds are peculiar to this area.
The reptiles include the lizards, snakes, crocodiles and turtles and
tortoises. There are about 75-80 species of snakes in this area.

On physiographic basis, the District may be divided into the
coastal area, the middle plain and the eastern mountainous region.
- The flora of the sandy coast, about a mile broad, is composed mostly
of psammophytes, hydrophytes and mesophytes. A major portion
of Trivandrum District comes under the middle plain and the region
is wunder cultivation of coconut, paddy, tapioca, tubercrops,
plantains and vegetable crops. : :

The forests of the District abound in some of the rarest species ,
of timber like rose wood. Valuable timber trees like Anjili,
Thembavu, Agil, Maruthu, Vengai, Irul etc., and grasses yielding
edible grainsare plenty in the district. Several useful palms such as
toddy palm, arecanut trees, palmra palm and coconut are cultivated
in the district. The district has also a rich variety of common
hedge plants, tuber crops, plants yielding edible fruits, fibre yielding
plants, medicinal plants and spices. The aromatic plants and spices
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such as pepper and ginger are cultivated on a large scale on the
hilly tracts of the District. The Nedumangad Taluk of the District
is one of the biggest centres of cultivation and trade of pepper and
other hill produces in the State.

PEOPLE
(a) Population

- The population of the District, according to 1981 census is
2,596,112 of which 1,279,150 are male and 1,316,962 female.
Trivandrum District has got the second highest density of
population with 1184 persons per sq. km. -

During the past decade, the population of Trivandrum District
has increased by 99,225 or 27.50 per cent as against the State
growth rate of 25.72 per cent. A total of 655,761 persons of the
district live in towns while the remaining 1,940,351 reside in villages.
Trivandrum, the capital of the State and the Distriet Headquarters
has a population of 483,056. Varkala, Attingal, Nedumangad and
Neyyattinkara are the municipalities.

According to the 1981 census, this district has got a literacy
rate of 70.50 per cent as acainst the State rate of 70.42 per cent.
The literacy rate of the district has increased from 60.42 per cent
in 1971 to 70.50 per cent in 1981. There are 491,081 households
- in the district. The Scheduled caste population in 1981 was 284,279
and Scheduled Tribe 14,145.

(b) Socio-economic Conditions

More than 50 per cent of the total population of the District
depend on agriculture for = their livelihood. Agricultural labour
constitutes 42.05 per cent of the total labour class in the district.
Large scale industries are not established in the district. Medium
sized industries provide employment only to a small section of the
population. Most of the people are engaged in low remunerative
pursuits which require very little capital. ‘Non-agricultural workers
come to 57.95 per cent of total workers.

. According to 1981 census there are 784,275 workers in the
Dlstlzt’x.ct of whom 703,340 are main workers and 80,935 marginal
workers.

The district income at current prices in 1984-85 was
Rs. 57,500 lakhs and at constant prices Rs. 18,342 lakhs. The per
capita income at ‘current prices in 1984-85 was Rs. 2076 and at
constant prices Rs. 662. !
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Political and social consciousness among the under-privileged
tlasses coupled with the efforts of the new religious leaders and |
social reformers and the increased legislative activity on the part
of the State helped considerably to pull down the age-old feudal
order. Economic changes have also affected the social life and
attitude of the people. The most important economic change was
caused by the reforms introduced in the field of land tenure and

agrarian relations.

RELIGIONS AND CUSTOMS

Economic, social and other ties bind the members of different
religious groups at the local level. Hindus, Muslims and Christians
regularly make pilgrimage to nearby shrines and other holy places
_in the District.

The population of the District might have been an assortment
of different groups of Dravidian stock. The Nairs, the Ezhavas
the Muslims and the Harijans form the main group of people in
this District. Converts to Christianity also retain some of the
customs of their former castes.

Malayalam is the mother tongue of the majority of the people.
It is spoken by over ninety per cent of the people. But a small
number of people in Neyyattinkara Taluk speak Malayalam mixed
with Tamil. People live in peace and amity, each influencing and
being influenced by the culture of the other.

ART, CULTURE AND LITERATURE

Trivandrum District has produced great poets and men of.
letters even from very early days. One of the early poets of the
- District was Ayyippillai Asan (15th or 16th century A.D.) of
Avvaduthura near Kovalam in Trivandrum Taluk. He wrote his
famous work Ramekathapallu which represents a stage in tie
evolution of the southern dialect of Malayalam. Two most
outstanding poets patronised by the royal family of Travancore were
Unnayi Warrier and Kunchan Nambiar. The reign of Maharaja
Swathi Thirunal (1813-1846), the royal composer, saw the golden
age of Carnatic music in Kerala. The contribution of Swathi
Thirunal in the realms of music have enriched the cultural heritage
of India. He left a rich legacy of songs in six languages: Sanskrit,
‘Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Hindi. His reign miy
rightly be called the Augustan age of Kerala music. Trayimman
Thampi (1782-1856), a contemporary of Swathi Thirunal, was
another composer of great originality and deep learning, the
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district could boast of. Vidwan Koil Thampuran was another
scholar and poet who belonged to this age. The 20th century
witnessed a cultural renaissance. Kerala Varma Valia Koil
Thampuran (1845-1914) who spent the major part of his life in
Trivandrum rendered Kalidasa’s ‘Sakunthala’ into Malayalam which
won him the title of “Kerala Kalidasa”. He is also regarded as
the father of modern Malayalam prose. The contributions and the
lead given by A. R. Rajaraja Varma (1863-1918), popularly known
as “Kerala Panini”, marked an important stage in the development of
Malayalam literature. Another notable Malayalam writer whose
name is associated with Trivandrum is C. V. Raman Pillai
(1858-1922) who was a novelist par excellence. Mahakavi
Kumaran Asan (1873-1924) and Mahakavi Ulloor S. Parameswara
Iyer (1877-1949) were the two outstanding modern poets of this
district. Kumaran Asan was the true representative of the cultural
renaissance. Ulloor Parameswara Iyer was primarily a classicist.
A produet of modern education, Ulloor was not only a poet, but also
a great scholar, researcher and historian.

PAINTING AND SCULPTURE

Painting in Kerala is at least a thousand years old and contri-
butions of Trivandrum District to painting are immense., The
earliest of murals that can be attributed to the Kerala tradition
are found in a small cave-shrine at Thirunandikkara in South
Travancore, now a part of Tamil Nadu. Believed to' be
belonging to the 9th century, the themes of these murals are
evidently drawn from Hindu lore but the style closely resembles
the Budhist tradition. Siva, Parvathi and Ganapathy are among
the figures- represented. Best examples of 16th century Kerala
painting could be seen in the Padmanabhapuram Palace (formerly
a part of Trivandrum District and now in Tamil Nadu, but adminis-
tered by the Kerala Government). The old palace contains 41
murals on themes drawn from  Hindu mythologies.
Sri Padmanabhaswami Temple at Trivandrum has several murals
which belong to the 18th century. “Rajarajeswari”, “Sastha”,
“Toilet” etc. are some of the examples. The paintings at Koikkal
temple at Attingal bear close resemblance to those in the
Padmanabhaswami Temple. ‘

Raja Ravi Varma, an illustrious painter of this district
(1848-1905) stands at the cross-roads of Indian art history.
Towering head and shoulders above all his contemporaries, Ravi
Varma’s contribution to Indian painting is substantial and singular.
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He was a prince among painters and a painter among princes. His
portrait studies and genre studies are flawlessly -executed works
with drawings and sense of colour of a very mature order. Through
his oleographs and exquisitely drawn illustrations of mythological
stories he reached a wide public and was the most popular painter’
of his time. : : '

The Chitralayam at Trivandrum has a rich collection of
paintings. Some of the most famous paintings of Raja Ravi Varma
are preserved in this Art Gallery. The earliest specimens of
sculpture in stone bhelong to the 8th century A. D. Belonging
almost to the same period are the rock-cut-reliefs of Vizhinjom,
bearing a close resemblance to later Pallava work. Two Vyali
panels. depicting dancing figures are presumed to helong to .the
12th century A. D. Two figures of Dwarapalas carved with
realism and vigour in black granite, are found in the ancient
‘temple at Trivikramangalam, five km. east of Trivandrum. The
Sri Padmanabhaswami Temple at Trivandrum has preserved the
relics of the best traditions of stone sculpture in the State.

FESTIVALS

Trivandrum is the home of many colourful festivals. At the .
famous Sri Padmanabhaswami Temple in Trivandrum are celebrated. -
two annualf festivals in October-November and March-April res-
pectively. On the last day of the ten-day festival in October the
deity is taken in procession along a five km. route to the sea-beach
for a holy immersion. This is known as the famous “Arattu” at
Trivandrum. : S

The Chandonekikudom at Beemapally near = Trivandrum, one
‘of the most colourful of Muslim festivals ig celebrated for ten
days in October. The Chandanakudam Mahotsavam as it is called,
is said to be the death anniversary of Beema Beevi, a devout pilgrim
lady who came to Kerala from Mecca and settled down at this
place with her son Mahin Abubacker Cityulla. The Chandanakudim
Mahotsavam at Vizhinjam also attracts large number of people of
the adjoining areas. :

Christmas is truly a festival season. Among the impo-rtarft :
festivals of Christians in Trivandrum District, mention may be
made of the Christuraja perunal commemorated in the Vettukadus

Church near Veli. : i

—dt is during this season that millions of piligrims, clad in yellow
clothes, visit Varkala (Sivagiri), the wspiritual centre of Sree
Narayana Guru,

i
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The Kalioottu in the Bhagavathi Temple at Sarkara, near
Chirayinkil, the ‘Ponkala’ in the Bhagavathi Temple at Attukal in
Trivandrum, the Navaratri festival at the Poojamandapam near
Sri Padmanabhaswamy Temple are also the important religious
festivals in the district.

The Onam season is colourfully celebrated as a national festival.
During the season the city is illuminated and many cultural pro-
srammes and a pageant are organised. i

'DEVELOPMENTAL ACTIVITIES

Agriculture

Agriculture has been the basic occupation of the people of the
District. More than 42 per cent of the total population of the
district depend on agriculture.

About 2,23,000 hectares of land in the district is under culti-
vation. The net area sown is estimated at more than 143,769
hectares and the total area put to non-agricultural use is 17,277
hectares. There are 35 hectares of permament pastures and other
grazing lands in the district.

The cultivable lands of the District may be classified as wet,
dry, garden and plantations. Paddy is the only wet crop grown
in the district. Tapioca is the most important crop grown on'dry
. lands. Pulses like horse-gram, greengram, and blackgram are
also grown as dry land crops. Vegetables, Elephantyam (Chena),
Chembu (Colocasia antiquorum), Plantain, fruit trees, coconut
palm ete. come under garden cultivation. Plantations are confined
to the hills or highlands. Tea and rubber are the most important
plantation crops of the District.

Under the Kerala Agricultural Development Project with the
World Bank aid, coconut rehabilitation programme, Coconut
replanting programme, pepper rehabilitation programme and the
gcheme of installation of pumps are being implemented. In the
place of Intensive Paddy Development ynits, agricultural units have
been started in every® Panchayat with a view to maximising
yield per unit area by exploiting the production potential of paddy
fields through development of infrastructural facilities and ensuring
input supplies. Seedlings of coconut, pepper and. cashew are
supplied to the farmers at subsidised rates. Recently kits containing
vegetable seeds and garden mixture have been supplied to people
to raise vegetable gardens. The new Programme has opened new
vistas in the field of agricultural development. The scheme is in
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