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CHURCHES IN SOLIDARITY WITH

Prof. MARY THOMAS 7

1.." Place of women in
mm=:the church:

¢ The Orthodox women
are generally educated and
many of them hold respon-
sible positions in service
and other fields. She can
be counted s better than
her counterparts in other
Christian and non—Xian
communities in India. But
economlc and employment
back-wardness prevalest in
the third world countries
casts its shadows on her
too In the church she is

respected. Yet in church -
she is relectant generally to

play an active role. Sh
is happy and contende

with her traditional role of =

worshlpmg, Sunday School

teaching and membership
in the church fostered
Women’s associations. This
is due to the traditional
pattern of discipline which
exists in the Orthodox
Church-traditions that have
been passed on from gener-
ation to generation, I would
reproduce certain portions
of my article mentioning
the inequalities of women

“in the Orthodox Church

written some 2 years back
and published ina W.C.C.
bulletin-Womenin achang-
1ng world—June 87 Page 10

2 TradltlonsUmvarsal?
The Orthodox Church
oes much by traditions
an by written definitions.
written by Verna

Prof. Mary Thomas Women’s Commission of
the K. C. C. has presented the Currently im-

portant ‘issue’

‘Churches

in Solidarity with

Women’ in the meeting Convened by the W.C C.
at Cairo during March 3 to 8 1989, She has
reprasented_specially our Orthodox Women

Harrison in the 1987 Nove-
mber issue of the ‘Ortho-
dox Church’ monthly of
the Orthodox Church of
America (Not India) brings
out some of the disc‘rimin—
ations against women in

that Church. These discri- -
- minations though tradition—

ally followed appear to be
part and parcel of each

Orthodox Church. Feeble

murmer against such pra—
ctices are also coming up
in each church.

3. Reformation and the
revolt against reforma-
tion:

~ The Indian Orthodox-

Church recently removed
the restrictions which I had
stated ecarlier against the
female baby at the baptism

WOMEN
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cersemony.It has appointed
a commission to study th
- womens  issues. inthe
Church under Chairman:
ship of Metrapolitan Pou
ose Mar Gregoriose, Pres
dent of the W,C.C. The
lifting of the rest rictions
on female babies is a bold
and progressive one. Even
Orthodox Churches in w
advanced Western coun
rics are still said to
practicing these discrim
ations. Another bold s
adopted by the Indian
Orthodox Church is th
girls are given the freed.
to read Bible durmg
Sunday Service.
reformations are ng
nally welcomed
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Churches in

Solidarity With...

1—00 GaiR oM IOMe

women themselves.Recent-
ly I had been to my pater-
nal parish church for
worship. The women had
assembled for their regular
meeting after sunday wor-
ship. I spoke to them
about the ‘“Decade” and
the reforms our Church
has implemented in reduc-
ing the gap of discriminat-
ion between males and fe-
males. The reaction of
the women group though
fairly educated was most
unwelcome. They even
thought these reforms
would ¢“decay” the church.
Some of them even mock-
ingly reacted by express-
ing that ““at this rate wo-
men will demand pries—
thood and bishophood! !”
I told them that these res—
trictions are lifted not be—
cause of any mass demand
from the church women.
We have brought these dis-
criminations to the notice
of the authorities and they
under stood it in the real
spirit and liited it- I also
assured them that we are
not going to demand priest-
hood for women. After
much explanations onlyone
mother was willing to send
her teenage daughter fo
read the Bible during the
Sunday service. The ma-
jority of the Orthodox
women feel that playing
active roles in the church
and its affairs are the duty

QLI GODBMEALIB O

®sdal

of only men. This feeling
was fostered and nurished
by tradition- I am prom-
pted to say that the majori-

ty of Orthodox women are

not seasoned to accept
major changes in their exi-
sting status. Here I would
like to recall that the Am-
erican . Orthodox Church
excludes women for com-
munion during her periods
(Verna Harrison in the
Orthodox Church monthly
of America). In India
though the church do not
exclude women for comm-
union during her periods.
Women generally avoid
communion or even going
to church during this time.

4 The women outside
the Church:

The Orthodox woman
feels that .she is under the
protective blessing of the
Lord inside the Church.
But her problems and con-
flicts outside the church is
akin to anyother woman in
India-a developing country.
Country to country these
problems and conflicts as-
sertain different dimensio—
ns. Again the prombles
and conflicts to be faced by
the different social and
economic strata would also
be different. For eg. when

“an affluent member of the

Orthodox community pon-
ders about the type of je-

~ wellery to adorn the dau-

©an00ToaWw°

ghter at the wedding, the
middle or a lower strata
member may be ponder—
ing how he will be making
the money for the wedding
of the daughter- Further
elaborations do not appear
to be necessary-

5 General problems
faced by the women:

The problems faced by
the women originate from
the following factors:

i) her birth in a parti-
cular religion,

region, sector denomi—
nation.

iil) The laws of the state.
iii) The socio-economic
situations in the country.

The Syrian Christian
women (Orthodox, Mar—
thomite, Jacobite, Church
of South India in certain
areas)are victims of clauses
(i) & (ii) cited above. ‘She
does not have equal rights
to the paternal assets. Law
has reduced and restricted
‘her’ rights over her fathe -
rs properties when com-—
pared with her brother’s
share, ie. she does not have
equal rights as her brother.
This restriction is not exi-
stant on other Christians
like the Latin Catholics and
Church of South India is
some regions of the state.
Though the Church is not
directly responsible for this
discrimination but_it appe-
ars that it is not so agreea
ble to change it.Under so—

cio—economic situation co-
mes, underemployment,un
employment, cruelty, tyra-
ny, unequal wages for same
type of work etc. The do-
wery system though prohi—
bited by law is reaching
exhorbitant hights. Here
also the church has
actually come to the fore-
front to fight the evils of
dowery system,

All these situations make
the life of the majority of
women below the affluent
strata of society very hard.
Women’s problems are
common to women irres—
pective of the community
demarcations: Now and
then the governments come
forward with some kind of
conceliatory legislation to
protect women. For eg.
Tamil Nadu the neigbou-
ring state of Kerala (My
state) has this week passed
a low reserving 309%, of the
jobs under that State Go-
vernment to women.

6. My Programme dur-
ing the ‘Decade’

i) SOCIO ECONOMIC
SURVEY AND ASPIR-
ATIONAL STUDY

Although the Orthodox
Church has not officially
inaugurated the women’s
Decade it has responded
promptly to the ¢Decade’
by lifting the discrimina-
tions against the female
baby at the time of Bap—
tism which I have menti-

' 4

not

oned earlier and permitted
girls toread the Bible du-
ring the Sunday worship.
Encouraged by this posi-
tive reactions of the Chur-
ch, I am prompted to
place before it to conduct
a parish by parish socio-
economic survey of the
Orthodox families and the
Aspirational Study of its
youth. Such a survey wili
give an overall socio-eco—
nomic position of the Or-
thodox Church Congrega—
tion. The survey naturally
have to lead to drafting of
development plans for the
members of the Orthodox
Church keeping in view
the requirements of the
weaker and the margina-
lised sections including
women. The Aspirational
Study of youth is intended
to codify their aspirations

as member of the church

as well as the member of

the community outside the

church. Youth will include

young men and women

between the age group 15-

_35. 'This group of young

men and women are the

successors to the leadership
in the church. So itis ess—

ential to codify their aspi-

rations to have a - clear

vision for the future.

i) A national seminar of
Orthodox Women in India.

A seminar or convention
of the Orthodox Women
in India to be convened by

(swatte 4-00 caImIGY)
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an appropriate agency is
also envisaged during 1989
=01

7 Present activities in
connection with the

‘Decade’by theWomens -

Wing of the Kerala Co-
uncil of Churches:

(i) Publication of a quar-
terly ‘Womens  Decade
Bulletin’ in ‘Malayalam’
the regional language-

it) Organising periodical
seminars and workshops of
Cartoonists, poster desig-
ners and artists to induce
them to produce works of
art to arose positive appeal
by the general public on the
women’s issues in place of
creations mocking at the
womens issues.

iii) Conducting conferences,

seminars and workshops
of women and youth to
make them aware of
individuality and to
develop their talents to
make the church a living
community of men and
women andto elimniate the
practices

activities of the Womens

- Commissions including in

the report of the Kerala

Council of Churches is en-

closed) :
(ewaite 500 GoIrIRY)

(A copy

=

DEID:O BIBTDEAWIB MY Ha000TAW®




LS

®6NB0s 008" &ML LOMO
901 agru’. OB, GO3D;

‘30RO EWIS VY quede
Moo 6moM all, vexss
a1lwwELIWe, a1lwiIdovay.,
aldhIMWQe, AUIBRAAIWo Wad)
2@ 811 eeniowm. alelan
aMm”, MO NEBHBHSWQo 800
O CALOH M VEROHSWo
21700 I2VAIODM 0 § 608 - 8HS
®OLOdMO o @060 Ga |20
BIBOM BB TV’ Ve Iael
B0oWMoW 2Ta1laea10mM
©56e afM1es = mMIisas
LD RM § SO “quteﬂrﬂn@o
GREIDOMs OBHISBHYs ol
QM. YW@ IR MOMO atl
@0 1odN 1Mo £IETH8MMN @MY
anQje L EMBUEESe alDUDEL
oo 1S A §oatnlallay”
DOV §QIBHOM © G110 GEIg
aeimsgranesean - 87aly
GENIDWMo ¥ 6MOM 10N ay
@IMNoEd MY aU@Is DHOQSH
QIO BENOTW 1R8I0 B
6 (B LIMO] mIdM 11
Fr: =Yg ) A

anlol’e8oms ¢a309°auv° oy
o 1RIen 1w asaIB8le: 6oV
a1mon1 eqyeu y@ 6B aL"
algjomnl agov®, @aéajad:

BOBOMEAWIH MV AT
MUOOMES0 1ol BEYDIWMHX
@801ajo LIBOM §MOW)
@oolay  elelaoylgssaidsee”
R ® 1600 e vasEsleaiy ”
D0B1O o RJLOIMBS aO®
o811 see106m” a8laiy
GENIOWM  aloojateb® 1wl

QOO BAUII & (TV”
§an0ub
M 1WA IBGMmMOQe B
QIELIDE@ e BRODOMW 1Y

9238193 PR M [o 1 VN [ETON -
HBAND.

_mc_o'lcmo_éu.g Qde:d

a@mc&é&so— 60@ato
oengaldatto— 100@a 10

old@hBo @WonD°0QHB o0
«H. H. Baselius Mar
Thoma Mathews I agmm
ein1@d  e@omv’ eal@”
ERWEY D, alolavsly ol
@esanaid ERTgYd maud
@51 @oemlg)101806m..

Q11819Me
BOOMMEOLIG MY D
[oTole-1q0 ok
CBAIGEI0D 0 BDOEM
C:»05Wo—686 038

Phone 0481-8234

Advisory Board

Patron :
H. H. Baselius Marthoma
Mathews |
President :
H. G, Geevarghese Mar
: Ivanios
Fr. Mathai Vilanilathu,
Fr, P.C, Geevarghese(USA)
Fr. Zachariah Perangattu:
Mr, P. J. Koshy (Bombay)
Mr.M.A.Abraham(Madras)
Mr. M.G.George Muthoot
(Delni)
Mr. T. O. Jacob, :
Mr. P. V. Job
Mr. P. P. Mathew
Mr. John Mathews
Mr, K. O. Kurian

Dr. K. P. Johny

w1l Tmaiom 1o’

" @oeno

-G omo

@I D BOMIIND 66 i@ dho

oo50T@oM &®m &TalyesnIoWwme

& @ lenmeidno @®sd g

e4os M1daanleena|sMmD®.
aUOMOM §o Q118§ 520
cmsW@’lggg BYDBRe (NN
SNIQYN OO TTD  BAIBAJTY
HSAVOETB0 Al foalomlay
530SO 10188 M HAL N Bo
@) GO § @D,

e ) (v 1q ploTo ™ {(e 1] BOJe NBIXY
mIgud agelluemio:

HEBAIAIAIMHAM  MOWa
£JO0 al0@ :STal’ e '™
@RdR a)e:ome’  avmyal)
(I TVDOSHMM alomWlelss
el msgmam 870 e j&oun
moem®  8lais§esmniowmiymn
000 af)fj0s. SBOBOMEAOM”
LEWHS AJdOAUDYe, ATU2I0
Mo, BRYOIWM, BT,
cvewsns aigda] @seB1W
MLAIEJWIMNDIW &0 J603
86s  MU.dMojallainemmo
em°® @™ o) sl 101es
m@’. HHBALIOMaH JNIMWo
Ao ‘ONSUIRMe"  ag)m
(Moo IoMAMI oS B§OMmD
a9 10 a006mg° . GAIBLIO(Y
WINN@Ie®S’  alde10®@mMe
palgy alwioausiallwise:
o) Eo@an. GRoI1esSm1am.
V@MWV  BOHHS
ceiam] @00 w0 aul
B8MOgs Galdg|le MO @VEIDO
8lm1allamE®ISe (e ou o)
0os1 aved wgdajwieies 80
() THQVOR Y- hd¢ g Ve alwolom
omlemo &Homellod  Hsan
aueand
B8OCMYa06 ajdemaoes’
6 I 06Ng 810l §ojsovnaml
Gl @8 AaliEal@@Emidte
allmocal’ agam
181882100 CQIW §OIQJAN.
e T@mBWIN WY
8Tla1yGmIoWwMmMs  @RELIOAIS:
M@K od. ®1. avomi

COU@D:

‘ERwmMle comaVE’ ‘(@]
Qidald  UGMBUINBR.' @0
GajoGIRILI  (a)EENIOWIMED3

Bo' HTOENENG  HHBOISDTIH
‘Epomonilelje VG SO’
m@maw']%" ‘emadaie 1o lod’
au@iomiemo  ‘auoa §a 1o
@ielns’ meaan @m1eao
D893 MW 1oy’ ‘WADE a1’
601007 etme @06ng * (GH 1@
a1qQa7av0’ alemIWIMoe BRD
a9l ‘mlogrlaml aeiem]
AHOM BB BV Jo 810 (GENIO
WM a0MaIBL® 1V TLINS ay
fR2oQe MIdanTay  agam
Mgt ®@e alOWIa’,

GéNlJo GoTL (BBMIS” oy’
00eN@O®  algulau? Voo

[1in¥edcote i Ta g bR
‘mages  as10010USTBS
@Y 2IdVETBGo  JOVEOM @D

eielcaosre®’ 00mMIaiTmods
alodmlame meemaangysled
MIMaem’ . afmomd celog
aM00Ma @&:S.eniom o 2m’
+a]° @REM a 100U oM wd i
80N a0 B0OmMEAWIB au’
vewlesigauianmm® ailalo
adTm 1M Ecat@oem”, a8lalf
GHNIOWMe aloMoe MSEHOBTX
Ga 200 ERMTWOM LEIMIaH
GOMIANS GaldM. &2c0I al
aLMBH0Je BRMTROW BRI
aDEOMINS al0la). MLEIAI
01@o, m0ajaidaseimelo
88 (ajodmom, nlo1uwRLImD
GOISBA JOMIOM®Te ag)Mn’]
WOWa0T1a]® ageaneg|oey
8801888 aMER1LI068010M
00 alBL® ] Daitdoles0m.
all. @. ag(eniadde OB®
S901aMo EReTE)oWs D)
CRL MM =2 =
‘avm it e 8 0 @

al® @epolallgoa®m  alomud
ale @310 & 1SHARMDO &0
e ¢ el 1M 18800 oa.¢
SHDDID  O®HOAm a0 @80,
agmomd 8101 §GMIdWMa s 0
[0 ChEE ¢ s VT BN MIY WioTa g UM Kxo)leTn o)
ag»an DM 80180LJe &Y
SHMWOB  HBHOOM 1001801y,
8710l §EENIIWM Al0Me6) HO6NG
mages M1wimMAje 63
woyaje 29M 1 d92a] 1
91 I0MMENIIOE] BRYSW® ag)an*
agMles amgylen®l. 800
OGO é TV 101006
AWM DOQSBOISE 006010
O ;HOSHNOM (@00 NI, @
0Q aVRa0EBgesm1cmIim®
AQOMoED QI JMIIMVo  ag)(m
Al0QAIOMe I MIT. @
eim:owlejes Moes Iss’]
&8led 8laryemiowms m1d
IMULB0SeT1WOEd OIBOD M
an’. @M IM e G)oorvd
adMo UE MSOWEMa. alll
9901815030 walesanlgy
WM CEUBCOMINS @01
809G . : .

8@ aJ®1® oodeEElcal
Q) HOlasamn aqueRes ol
T Mo JaablaptT s kG IR E] @ns
MIDOMe  FNILIAITMISBAN@ |
Mo VEWDS @001 JuIdEm
alomlae’ @0 ceBIs 0 1COBISe
GalsE EMP® IQ)e (o) @MNIOW
maje MEeI®a1om MASIGPo
ML 072151 HBANO 1M o @ §0 6N
eIeWoge MBI NTOMERD
Sohs &0njennnd®1 @yl
oo ssm@T0Do0T SM&HSo
®BRyL (Do! ] &H-BRO DWW 0ol
oms:o08801a)"  @JM§I0]
@90as. UDaH’GaDIN 16 &06ME ]

. ©1a8aN SR DI GM@ Mlo

avewes GRAEL OO 'als: e
ammomlne alggselei’arl

DN RISHDHOM° .

TVEeHW  BRYMBIRM LOBD
1 eapan o8 ®Wo MRS
QU@ §OD 1o TV DHMED
omimoow] ®12umMeqi0e)
canomlasod mwoooIm
an BOEMS. o ERM MBI ENDI
GHMMIN VO H NG MEID:D YD
@OMT ALE B 0NDIETR!
@M, aghyMIre1Tan’ cve) eal
el @0Tmoav.Idm. M alw)
QI DTBHS  @HIN Tuagyl
2l BRM’HIVECMMIBHDOID B
QO W BINTCRY. 100 ¢ Hn I
aR’-6Joggymo®  avesasl
EONBNIB BICAS SABBBT
lo . H»@olwloasT ailwio
158’ AIl®meaLIA1IGEN
60800 Mel’a .

@M3 1Mo ADINHOD AVE
oy I a1 1olayl
S8M1CEY. @YV IOD 1HhTVs
RISHPHS  eNQ@ IO 1Mo -
SR el Rl o B (o W [ TG 1) ) 10
o 1Me  GUMNE®  (Jd o
SHOND &H1S00M BICLI DSAID:
o Alaualesaniceg). qVed
A NDIZTVAVD o
olwoam aquew
240N /@REM &0 16K — @0 6D
TUERHS TVBWDINY @Y §3
onYe oigdajle Aleaum
@ 1w20wT  ajdgpaow mu
adgjleang glolesom. ao
1000 (JOIdTM A0 8laay
gonomMe VA 1A0T 900
*H0  HOTVLOMI S6 @ ot @
@aIog 5000 Dan® avewlak
mlveslseam  @REL oM
n0a11g {1000, AIODealgys M
HOGMEoN ] @RV JOOm 1B
220 e at0@lsom” aquewict
@R2L 0OMm T CHMAY’ A0
Q130d Mlou @ )WOMVe @ ¥l
Qo. @™ 37a1yceniow
aloMo GSOT & BEOM NG

S5O WIAUATBoe8° AV VO
&S, 8laijemiowme., 830
AW EUWISH IV aTuaImonl,
GB05 Wo—-1 g aenav
T T g @ . :

CHURCHES IN...

4-9, GaIRIBNIMe ®SDay

8: A World Meet of
Orthodox Women:

A meeting of the Ortho-
dox women attending th¢
Generalbody of the W.C.C.
in 1991 and the Orthodox
women representatives at
the different national cou-
ncils of Churches could go
a long way in moulding
activities towards Women’s
issues. I fully acknowledge
that the socio—economic
standards and way of life of
the Eastand the West differ
very much. [ would suggest
that the W.C.C. take the
initiative in this direction.

9 Certain Questions
~ Answered: :
While publishing my
write up en the position of
women in the Orthodox
Church in India in the
W.C C. Bulletin, cited in
para 2, the Editor had also
printed 5 posers in the box.
I am answering these po-
sers -
Q. i) Do you stillfind dis-

- crimination against women

in your church?

~ A. Yes There are inequali-

ies in the roles of men and

women in the church admi-
nistration and practices of
my church. That difference
in these roles have been car-
ried down through the ages
as a tradition of this church.
Though viewing from out—
side one can say that this
inequality is discrimination,
the vast majority of the
women do not at all feel it
as a discrimination in the
affairs of the church. They
take it as Godly prescribed.
In this article I have dealt
with this subject in paras
2 and 4 and 7.
Q. i) If so how does it
manifest? A. 1 have dealt
this also in para 2.
Q. iii) Who is trying to do
something to change = it?
How?- 7
A. The enlightened and
the reformed among the
clergy and laymen and wo-
men are trying to change
it. My article was publi—
shed in 1987. It mentioned
the discrimination in the
baptismal ceremony of the
male and female child. Our
Catholicos Metropolitans
and the Synod understood

it, discussed the issues and

‘decided to remove it

I have dealt this issue and
its reaction in para 4.

Q. iv) What has been achi-
eved during the last 10-15
years? During the last
century?

A. a) Theorganisation of
the Marthamariam Sama-
jam (Women’s Wing in the
church) in 1930.

b) Inclusion of women
also in the special theologi-
cal studies in 1985 (only to
enlighten their knowledge)
termed as Divyabodhanam
(Divine Learning);

¢) The lifting of the ine-
qualities at the baptismal
ceremony of the male and

female child; -

d) Permission granted to
girls to read the Bible during
the Sunday worship; in
1988.

e) Appointment of a High
Power Commission to
study the status of women
in the church in 1988,

are all examples of achie-
vements in this century.
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