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PREFACE

Mahathyagi is a Malayalam poem composed in the
viyogini metre. The theme pivots round the last words
of Jesus Christ as He lay writhing in agony, nailed to a
cross. This poem was prescribed by the Madras University
as Text Book for the Intermediate Examinations in 1949
and for the Sahithya Visarad and BA./B. Sc. Examinations
of the erstwhile Travancore University in 1943 and the
Kerala Univerisity 1969. The encomium showered on
the poem by reviewers induced me to get the work
translated into as many languages as possible.

The 1978 edition carried prof. K. P. Narayana
Pisharoti’s Sanskrit translation and a free translation in
English by Msgr. Thomas Moothedan. The book was
released by the late Joseph Cardinal Parekattil and the
recipient of the first copy was Mahakavi Sankara Kurup-

If asked why | ventured upon this onerous task of
getting this work translated into different languages,
| may not be able to give a convincing answer. But there
are a few factors that goaded me ahead; the satisfaction
| derive from embarking upon such a pioneerig enterprise,
and the gratification | realise that | am becoming, an
instrument of spreading the ‘last words' all over India,
are the most important among them.

Two more translations were added in the next edition;
Tamil by Prof. C. Jesudasan and Hindi by Sri Narayana
Dev. The free English translation by Msgr. Thomas
Moothedan was replaced by the English translation by
Prof B. Hridayakumari. This edition was released by
His Grace Dr. Sebastian Mankuzhikari in 1984.



The present edition carries with it two more
translstions-Kannada by Prof. M. Rama, Department of
Linguistics of Kerala University and Bengali by Sri.
Samarendra Lawrence Biswas of Don Bosco, Ranchi.
Thus the present edition contains the original Marayalam
work and its six translations. | am not unaware of the
fact that any transl!ation will lose much of the beauty and
elegance of the original- Yet | venture upon this task to
see that the book reaches every nook and corner of this
peninsula.

In getting this volume ready | owe a deep debt of
gratitude to a number of people. Special mention should
be made of His Eminence Antony Cardinal Padiyara of
Kerala who has been a source of inspiration and
encouragement. It is the Cardinal’s benevolence and
munificence that has led me a long way. It is through
him that Missio of West Germany came forward to partly
finance the present edition. My gratefulness to them is
unbounded. My gratitude to His Eminence Joseph
Cardinal Parekattil of revered memory is even now fresh
in my mind, But for his paternal solicitude, | would
not have launched upon this venture at all. | shall be
failing in my duty if mention is not made of His Excellency
Dr. Cornelius Elanjikal, Archbishop of Verapoly, whose
predilection for me has been gratuitous.

Dr. Sudhamsu Chaturvedi who has graced this
volume with a magnificent Foreword, is a prolific writer
in Hindi, Sanskrit and English. A recipient of many
ewards, he is the Chairman of the All-India writer's
Conierence and President of the International Translatlon
Bureau. My profound gratefulness to him.
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Dr. K. M. George has sent in his glowing appreciation
of this work in his "“Aamugham’. Aneminent writer and
literary luminary, he has graced many fields with his
personality. Malayalam language will always remember
him with pride.

Dr. M. Leelavathy has opened her heart to this poem
and its vaiious translations in appreciating the work in
her natural way. She has established her name as a
faultless critic and an eminent literary genius. My profuse
thanks to her.

| extend my gratitude to all my well-wishers who
have evinced their appreciation through reviews and
messages congratulating me on my endeavours. The
Rev. Director and Secretary of P. O.C, have been of
much help to me. Special mention must be made
of His Excellency Benedict Mar Gregoriose, Archbishop
of Trivandrum for his boundless love and praise for my
work, | gratefully acknowledge the valuable wishes
and blessings showered on me by His grace Joseph
Kundukulam, Bishop of Trichur and the other prelates
of Kerala. | owe much gratitude to very Rev. Fr. Prior
General C. M. l., Karikkamuri.

It is hardly possible to express my gratitude to all my
good friends for having come forward to help ma selflessly
inmy laborious task. Lovers of literature among posterity
will gratefully remember them. The names of Padmasree
Dr. Suranattu Kanjan Pillai, Mahakavi Vallathol, Chev.
I. C. Chacko, Dr. Abraham Adappur, S.J, Dr. P. J.
Thomas, Prof. J. Mundassery, Mahakavi Ulloor, Sardar
K. M. Panicker, Dr. K. M. George, Dr. M. Leelavathy,
Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Attipetty, Dr. Abraham Vadakel,
Mahakavi G. Sankara Kurupu, Prof. P, C. Devassaia,
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Prof. Sukumar Azhikode, Prof. V. Sivasankara Pillai,
Dr. Kamil Bulke S.J., Dr. S. K. Nair, Dr S J. Kattaikal
will be ever green in my memory. Sahithyalankara,
Sahithyanipuna Vidwan T. M. Chummar who wrote a
lucid explanation for the Malayalam poem deserves
special mention. Several of these have left for their
enternal reward; may God grant them lasting peace.

This book would not have seen the light
of day had | not received the unstinted co -operation
of many in the form of money, time, labour and wisdom.
Prof. Mathew Ulakamthara, Prof. K. P. Urumese,
Prof. R. K. Rao. Prof. Thomas Pullikkan, Mrs Chinnamma
Antony, the late Prof. N.J. Antony are a few of my
friends who have helped me in the preparation of the
manuscripts and proof-reading. Sri. P. P. Devassy,
artist, P. O. C. has drawn an attractive and appealing
cover for the book. | thank him heartily. Last but not
least, my thanks are due to Sri. S. K. Nair, proprietor
of Amarakerala Industries, and other press workers and
collaborators who have made this work presentable.

The translations appearing in this volume are
based on the first Malayalam edition. Howaver, in this
edition, the Malayalam text has been modified slightly.
Hence it is possible that there may be slight differences
between the text and the translations.

Finally | place myself, and this work at the feet
of the Lord, ‘'Mahathyagi®.

N. Parﬁr M. O. Avara
1st January 1990

&



FOREWORD

To have authored a work, published as early as in
the year 1940, a work which has drawn praises from
many distinguished men of letters of that period as well
as those of later years, and which has been accorded
recoqgnition by at least two major Universities of the
South by being prescribed as a text book, and has been
gaining in appeal, when it is recently republished along
with six translations viz. in Sanskrit, Hindi, Bengali,
Tamil, Kannada, and English, all in one volume is the
unique achievement of Vidwan M. O. Avara. In all
humility the poet attributes this rare fortune to the
blessings of Jesus Christ, around whose famous seven
sentences voiced while writhing in agony on the cross,
two thousand years ago, the poem, aptly titled
‘Mahatyagi‘, is woven.

The Lord of Gurupavanapura cared more for the
Bhakti ot Poontanam than for the Vibhakti (grammatical
excellence) of Narayana Bhattatiri. Well, Mr. Avara
excels both in Bhakti and Vibhakti. Poets and scholars
all over Kerala have written in appreciation of the literary
merits of this Khandakavya in Malayalam. The Bhakti
aspect has been emphasized by the religious heads in
their appreciations. The opinions and appreciations of
these men of letters and the divines, are also included in
the volume. It will be presumptuous on my part to
think that | can add anything new to what has been
said by these great personages in their inimitable style.
Most of them have emphasized particular verses to
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illustrate their points. 1 shall remain content by drawing
attention to just one verse viz No. 36. Here the poet
says that seeing the plight of the Lord on the cross,
even iron would melt What a striking similarity to the
immortal Sanskrit poet Bhavabhooti who in his
‘Uttararamacharita’ says ‘Api Grava, Roditi’ (Even a
stone would weep) while describing Lord Rama’s grief.
Like Bhavabhooti our poet also excels in ‘Karuna’
Rasa.

Mr. Avara can be justly proud that this is the first
time that for a Malayalam poem and that too dealing
with a Christian theme, there are as many as six transl-
ations, five in Indian languages and one in international
language, English. It must be a matter of great
satisfaction to him that all these are translations by
experts in the respective languages. As already mention-
ed, this poem has been highly appreciated by at least
two Universities which have prescribed it as text book
for Malayalam. | understand that the publication of the
entire book (original as well as translations in six
languages) has been partly tinanced from Germany. In
many respects this book isa unique attempt and its
appeal is not confined to Christians but to the entire
humanity.

"Mahatyagi’'s devine fragrance has already pervaded
many regions and |am sure, it will continue to make
fresh conquests, and will inspire generations of scholars,
poets and men of devotion. Like the Bible and the Gita,
it will continue to be translated into an ever increasing
number of languages for the benefit of huminity.



The last words of Jssus carry thé gist of his
teaching which is for all mankind and Mr. Avara has to
be congratulated for his able and dsdicated rendering of
the Master's words on the cross. N

May the Lord bless Vidwan Avara With ‘Ayuraro-
gyasoukhyam’, may many more moons be added to the
thousand moons which he has already seen, and let his
noble poem ‘Mahatyagi’ also see thousands of moons.

SUDHANSHU CHATURVEDI,
Trichur- 680 011, Professor,
1-11-19889. Sree Kerala Varma College,
Trichur-680 011 (Kerala)
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FORWORD

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Parecattil
D.D., B. A., Phl

On July 3, 1976, | had the opportunity to
release the first edition of Vidwan M O. Avara’s
Malayalam poem ‘“Mahathyagi’, at a meeting held
at the Archbishop’s House, Ernakulam, by giving
a copy of the book to Mahakavi G. Sankara kurup.
The first edition contained, besides the original,
its Sanskrit translation by that eminent scholar
Prof. ,K.P. Narayana Pisharody and its English
rendering by Mgr. Dr. Thomas Moothedan. in the
forward to that edition | had expressed my senti-
ments about the poem and the translations.

During the ensuing eight years Sri Avara
through his untiring efforts has searched out
three renowned Scholars and had the poem trans-
lated into Hindi, Tamil and English. It is neces—
ssary to have a fertile imagination and a single-
minded devotion to the language to be able to
translate a poem witheut distorting the ideas
expressed in the original or mar:iing the poetic
beauty. It is praisworthy that Sri Avara has been
able to pick out such translators. Whereas the
writer of the original is not tied down, the trans-
lator has to work within a set frame.
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The new translations inte Hindi, Tamil and
English appearing in this edition are on a par
with Prof. Narayana Pisharody's Sanskrit transla-
tion.

Hindi Pandit Sri Narayana Dev, Prof. C. Jesu”
dasan and Prof. B. Hridayakumari appear in this
new edition as translators. It is needless to jsay
that the translations by these great scholars will
be widely accepted and appreciated. | do not
profess to be an authority in any of these langua-
ges and so | do not presume to undertake a criti—
cal study of the translations. That task | leave
to Scholars. | am content with just congratula-
ting the translators on the superb work they have
accomplished.

This is an era when writers are eager to
spread the treasures of knowledge contained in
one language through translations.  Many of the
epics and lyrics have more than one translation in
each language. Ashan’s ‘'’Sitha, Tagor's
“‘Githanjalli”’, Ulloor’s ‘'Bhakthi Deepika’” have
captivated the hearts of men, crossing the boun-
deries of language. Vallathol's "Song of the
Peasants’” which has been translated into 32
languages has reached the faithest ends of the
world.

“Mahathyagi’ centres around the seven sen-
tences uttered by Christ, the eternal priest, as he
was breathing His last, nailed to a cross. | doubt
whether there are many other instances of such
works being published in five languages in one
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tome. Sri Avara is to be congratulated for his
efforts and he deserves all our praise.

Though the theme is taken from the Bible,
the poem does not savour of religious platitudes.
The poem rises above the boundaries of any par-
ticular religion, its beauty and ideas are all-
embracing. In this age of inter-religious dialo-
gues, a poem which goes beyond the barriers of
one language is a great asset. Once again, |
congratulate the translators and those who have
encouraged this endeavour through their valuable
suggestions. | do sincerely hope that Sri Avara’s
"“Mahathyagi-in five languages’” will be apprecia-
ted by all.

Ernakulam, Joseph Caidinal Parekattil
February 1, 1984 Archbishop of Ernakulam.

(This is the FORWARD written by His Eminencc
Joseph Cardinal Parekattil the Late Archbishop of
Ernakulam, to the second edition containing five
translations of the original. My indebtedness to
him forces me to reproduce this forward here.)
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MOST REV.:BENEDICT Tel. 87642 & 67843
MAR GREGORIOS, ARCHBISHOP'S HOUSE,
Aol et TRIVANDRUM-BS5 004,

KERALA, IND|A.
ARCHBISHOP OF TRIVANDRUM. February 21, 1933.

““The greatest love a person can have for his
fiiencs. is 10 give his life forthem'’. These sublime
words of Jesus were realized in His own life, in
His supreme sacrifice on the Cross, which He
‘Himself voluntarily accepted, in order to save men
from damnation, which they brought on themselves
through sin, The scene and the heart-rendering
details of this self-immolation are depicted with
consummate artistry by Sri M. O. Avara in his
poem ‘Mahathyagi’. The poet has personally
entered into the spirit of this divine drama and
has vividly and successfully presented it with
deep insight and intense feelings.

The rendering of this noble poem in five
languages will make this rich mine of spiritual
axperience available to the widest public possible
in our great country,

There is no doubt that any person going
through these stanzas with quiet reflection will
have a purifying experience and an inspiring vision
of the mighty power of divine love and mercy.

Sd/-
Archbishop of ITrivandrum.
(This appreciation by Most Rev. Benedict Mar
Gregorios, Archbishop of Trivandrum relates to the
earlier edition of this poem and its translations.
It would be in gratitude on my part if this is not
reproduced-here).
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AN APPRECIATION

"Mahatyagi’® by Vidwan M. O. Avara is a poetic
contemplation of the Seven Words from the Cross.
These words show us the heart of God revealed in
Christ. There is scarcely any sentence in the New
Testament which has taken firmer hold of man’s ima-
gination than the first word of Christ from the Cross,
which is a prayer for his executioners, Father forgive
them... There is none other that seems to contain the
spirit of Christ more than this. All the seven words
from the Cross, when deeply contemplated, shed light
on the fundamental problems of human life, the
problem of suffering, of personal and other loyalties,
of the badness of human goodness, of death and of
life after death and of commitment in life.

Mahatyagi is not like the Dream of the Rood, but
is a meditation of the poet on the last words of Christ,
which are a kind of Testament or will. The flights of
the poet’s imagination are tethered to the traditional
Christian understanding of the words, minor embelli-
shments notwithstanding. In the New Testament the
story of the crucifixion is narrated with a strange rest-
raint and dignity. There are no ah!s and ohls and no
sentimentality. Mahatyagi, perhaps, does not entirely
conform to this Gospel idiom, but this is not surprising
as the poem is the fruit of the poet’s prayerful contemp-
lation of the theme.
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The English version of Mahatyagi, by prof. Hri-
dayakumari, is almost a literal translation. Ceftain
poetic fancies which seem proper in Malayalam do not
always seem so in English, but this is a problem inher-
ent in any translation. Prof. Hridayakumari has shown
a reverential sensitivity to the exalted theme of the
poem and she has also been faithful to the original.
We have thus a good English rendering of a good and
overtly devotional Malayalam poem.

REV. DR. C. A. ABRAHAM
DIRECTOR
Kerala Educational Research Centre
Pattam, Trivandrum-4.
Rev. Dr. C. A. Abraham of the Kerala Educational
Research Centre made this remark on the earlier

edition. It is reproduced here to show my obligation
towards him for the affectionate regard for me.
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SURANAD KUNJAN PILLAI Kerala Prabha
M.A. (Skt; Mal; Eng D. Lit) Karamana
Trivandrum-2
The crucifiction of Christ and the last seven
utterances of the Son of God are themes which
deeply move and divinely purify the souls of men
of all climes and al!l times. These hav been
adopted by Sri Avara for treatment in his enchan-
ting Malayalam poem ““Mahathyagi’” containing
163 stanzas, all except three in Viyogini metre
particularly suited for pathetic sentiment. One
cannot but be struck by the soul-stirring thoughts
and profound pathos that prevade the poem from
its first word to the last, and | can unhesitatingly
record that Sri. Avara with his firm faith and his
remsrkable poetic abiiity has succeeded in pro-
ducing a most heart-rending and ennobling poem
which the language will cherish as a precious
possassion. Th's poem of Sri Avara is one of the
noblest and most exquisite waorks in Malayalam
dealing with a Biblical subject and | warmly
congratulate him for his valuable contribution.

| do hope and believe that this valuable con-
tribution of Sri Avara will win the recognit on
and encouragement which it richly deserves.

May the Almightly Father of all grant Sri Avar:
all success and ali the choicest blessings.

vr. Suranad Kunjan Pillai, the eminent multilinguisg-
has showered not only his great appreciation for the
poems, but also his blessings on me abundantly
Prudence asks me to reproduce his great words here.
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1 Muse celestial of poesy, descend on me,
Alight with the cross the sacred lyre
That sweetly sings the seven notes
The pronouncements seven of Christ the Lord

2 Rapt in thought of the Son of God
who disdained the world’s pleasures,
Who chose death to bless the world

My eyes are filled with tears sweet,
My body thrills with deep delight,

My worids may falter in my joy,

But muse of poesy, spirit divine,

Your grace, always, is poured on me.

3 At a distance stands a mount
Clad in robes of bluish grass
Like a stairway leading up
The race of man to heaven’s heights.

4 Can it be that the Golgotha hill
Rears high his noble head
Far above the world of man
Not to breathe the air defiled
By the breath of humankind?

5 Mountain high of peerless fame,
Embodiment of glorious worth,
What could you be thinking of
Your eyes on the sacred city fixed

6 Mountains bear a noble name
‘The bearers of the massive earth’
The dignity of such a name
Golgotha has rightly earned.
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7 What is the darkness that | see
Like-a fog of deasdly fumes?
Ceould it be the fumes of hell
Fatal to the eyes of man?

8 Dol see the fiend approach
Roaring loud in furious thunder
Flourishing high his lightning sword
in flaming wrath to damn this earth?

5 In the billowing wind his bresth
All things on earth are halpless wisps.

10 The sun has sunk into darknass dire
And the earth in omincus dread does quaks.

11 Behold that mountan Golgotha
Though in sombre darkness clad
Has an effulgence on its slope
A starlike radiance glowing bright.

12 In a trice that light restores
The mind in grievous gloom engulfed
To perfect peace, and thus exalts
The earth to heaven’s supreme heighis.

13 On closer look that glorious light
Is seen to be a human form
Who can be this radiant man
And why is he on the mountain side?

14 was this divine figure shaped
Of the gold of devout hearts
Molten in the fire of grief,
Cleansed of dross, and shining pure?
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15

16

117/

18

19

20

21

Or was this worshipful figure of light
Made by God with loving care
Taking celestial virtues measureless
And mixing them with mercy’s dew?

Matchless in glorious light

He is none of the angels bright.

Tremble not my heart, Him whom you see
Is none byt Jesus, Son of God.

Lord, of purest love incarnate,

In worship profound | bow to you
This earth may be defiled with sin

But hallowed it is with your lotus feef.

Let not my vision be veiled

In the tears flooding my eyes

Let mine be for a while this blissful sight._
Rare in the mundane plane of life ; : o

But dreadful is the sight | see ;
Alas, he is nailed to the cruel cross

Close yourself my eyes, and oh, my mind,

Give up your. power to understand,

Could this be an illusion wrought

By Satan’s infernal skill?

How could sweet and tender love
Recline on the cross’s murderous bed?

What misery it is to see
Nailed on the cross our Lord
Who head from heaven come
To redeem mankind from sin.
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22

24

25

26

24,

28

Wicked men delight to hurt

The benevolent who do them good.
Doesn’t this earth eclipse the moon
Who gives her gentle soothing light?

Behold the tangled hair,

The face with its fine beard,
The head aslant in pain,

The eyes half closed like buds.

His arms on the arms of the cross
Stretched and struck with nails
Spout twin streams of blood

And the shoulders heave in pain.

Blood from the wound in his chest
Spurts and flows in a stream

Like the waters of mercy divine
From the welling fount of his heart.

Blood drips from his holy feet
Tender and petal-soft

Nailed to the hard-grained cross
By the pitiless hands of man.

His heart gives a feeble flutter
And a long sigh shakes his frame
Even the hardest of hearts

Would break at this grievous sight.

He welcomed this cruel death
To redeem mankind from sin,
He the Logos, the core of truth
The purest of pure souls.
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29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

Across his face there flit
Feelings and thoughts untold.

Sad thoughts on thankless man
Ignorant, blind and hard;

Feelings of steadfast faith

In Him who sustains his soul,
Contentment in duty done

For man who has forsaken him.

He feared not the body’s death

He cared not for men’s esteem

He renounced even death-bed’s peace
For the throes on the ruthless cross.

Struggling for every breath,
Gasping in stifling pain,

Yet in patient calm he lay
Supreme in sacrifice for love.

Strange 1s the nature of selfish men;
Fleeting pleasures leading to pain
Lure even grey-haired men

To torment their own brethren.

What demons could bring their hands
To nail the Saviour to the cross?
What hearts could bear unmoved
The sight of his b'eeding wounds?

Even iron would melt with ruth
To bear this piteous sight.
These are not nails in his flesh
But fiends disguised as nails,
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‘What is etched on the cross by the nails

With the sacred blood of his heart
How can | repeat in ink
With the feeble pen in my hand?

“This is only ink, not the blood of Christ
.This a mere pen, not a nail on the cross

This mark not a scar but a letter wan

397

‘Let not my tears wash it off, | pray

Who pierced this pitcher of gold
With mercy and wisdom filled?

- Who, blindest of the blind

41

42

43

Put out this lamp of love?

Serving godless men

Men turn hard and proud
Sealed would be their eyes
From even the rising sun.

How could they wound those arms
Raised to give blessings to all,

Those arms that would embrace with love
Even those who had crucified him? '

Look at those divine feet

Which filled Mary’s heart with peace
As she washed them with perfume sweet
And placed on her hair like flowers

Those hallowed feet of the Lord
Had walked on the waves of the sea
And roused in the hearts of his men
Piety and devout faith
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45

46

47

48
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50

Those feet shower boons on the poor,
They are props to the world of man.
But alas, those lotus feet

Are now pallid and stained with blood.

Such is the justice of man,

He is nailed to the cruel cross

For treading the path of right

In the unswerving firmness of faith
Misfortune dogs the steps

Of the man on the righteous path
No path that is noble and good

But is strewn with the sharpest thorns.

Like the moon is the face of Christ
Radiant and dear to sight.

But veiled in the clouds of grief

It thwarts the beholder’s hopes.

Half in jest and half in scorn

It was written above the cross

‘This is the king of the Jews’,

They knew not he was King of kings
His hallowed head bent down

To take up the sins of man

Now wears a crown of thorns
Such is his selfless love

Fiends are they at heart
To crown him with piercing thorns.

These thorns were plucked from the tree

Of the envious spite in their hearts
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Thinking of mankind’s sins
Committed in ignorance deep
Lord of the Universe, Son of God,
Your heart is racked with pain

Proper it is that ingrate man

Should crown your head with thorns.
Crown of thorns on the divine head.
Symbol of sacrifice great,

The angels are singing your praises
But man cannot speak of you,

Jesus lies nailed on the cross.

His blessed arms are stretched wide
As though the entire world

He would embrace in kindest love

Perhaps his arms are wings
Spread out to soar away
Bearing the woes of man
Beyond the sad earth’s pale

The three points of the cross
Directing the eyes to the sky
Remind the heart of man

Of the mystic truth of Trinity divine,

Has the incarnate God
Saviour of humankind
Only a piece of wood
To recline his sacred head?

The tree of knowledge in Eden
Made Eve transgress and fall.
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The same tree has come again
As the rood for the Lord’s last bed:

Once you were a heinous thing,

Oh cross, but you are revered now;
Fellowship with noble souls

Lifts the low ones to venerable heights.

Christ lies nailed on the cross

With a thief on either side.

How strange that a pitcher of nectar
Should be put with bottles of liquor,

He is made of the purest virtues

And they of the lowest sins.

He lies like a priceless ruby

With the wild red berries of the woods.

For such as these he had come
In love and compassion sweet
To redeem from the fens of sin
The souls that had lost their way

State craft guided amiss

By blind and brutal force,

Justice is butchered by you

With the soverign sword in your hand.

Around the cross there stand
Christ’s mother, and dtsciples true,
A few of his loyal friends,

And his foes in a hostile crowd.

His friends were mute with grief
And a silence hung in the air
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Then spoke one thief on the cross
Vile words bitter to hear.

“With magic’s deceptive feats

You had put on the show you are god’
If your claim has a jot of truth

Save yourself from the cross.

If you could bring back to life
Lazarus from the dead

Why can’‘t you now save your life
From the deadly trap of the cross?

God, you had given the boon

Of life to the widow's son

And now you are gnawed to death
By the cruel fangs of the cross!

You rogue, your fraudulent magic
Fails with clear-headed men.
Where is God your father gone?
Tell us, you shameless liar’*

Hearing these mocking words

The closed eyes opened in mercy
Gently the lord uttered

These words so kind and profound.

"My father, in your divine mercy
Forgive these men their sins

For they know not what they do;
Nor do they know your will."”

Kind was each word he spoke
Even to unkindest foes.
Such words the universe heard

For the first time and the last
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When Jesus noblest of men

Spoke these words wondrously great
The whole wotrld stood silent and still
Lost in an ecstatic trance.

Then the winds whispered these words
And the trees swayed their heads in joy
And their sweet smile sparkled bright
In a thousand glowing flowers.

Birds in their gladness sang
And plants showered blossoms around.

Bees came humming these words
And plants offered them honey sweet.

When Jesus spoke these words
With patience and mercy filled

And informed with meaning deep
The world with a new light glowed.

The sky looked bright with joy -

And sunlight spread on the earth.
Clouds showered life-giving rain
Like angels their mercy divine.

Mean and murderous were his foes

Who had inflicted such pain on him.
They thought of nothing but others’ harm
Their malice defiled the earth.

They should be killed men would say,
But the Lord had pity on them
He is an ocean of love

And they too are his beloved sons.
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How can man learn the lesson

Of forgiveness transcending man
When his epics have taught him tales
Of revenge and hate and war?

Man should perceive the worth
Of loving both friend and foe.
Like a lamp his heart should shine
Fed by the oil of love.

The light that shines from the lamp of love
Should spread and bless the world entire.
It should dispel the blinding gloom

Of hatred man has for man.

Christ who had come to teach this lesson
And for its sake had chosen death
Would from the deadly cross avow
This truth too great for the mind of man.

The felon hanging to the right of Christ.
Heard his words in deep respect

Words that like a shower fell

Of mercy sweet and love divine.

He received these blessed words

Like fragrant flowers on his soul

A change profound was wrought in him.
And his face mirrored his inner state.

But the thief hanging on the left
Spoke harsh words:"’ If you are God
Save yourself from death on the cross
Save us too from imminent death.””
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To his fellowon theright

Hurting were these foolish words
Like a shaft from folly’s bow,
And in deep distress he spoke:

“"Speak not such scornful words
He is none but God himself.

We have committed sins in plenty
We deserve punishments grim.

But he is free of the touch of guilt
And yet he suffers his fate in calm.

Thinking that wisdom great is yours
Do not fall into deepest sin
Different aspects all things have

Yet truth, neverthless, shines as truth*.

The tears coursing down his cheeks
Cleansed his body smirched with dirt.
And as his voice quivered with pain
He ceased, and lay in silent grief.

Little do men understand

Of the mighty will of God.
Men are only as the worms
Crawling in some hellish hole.

When the sun with fairest light
Dispels the darkness of the earth
How can the owls perceive that light?
They are blind when the day is bright.

But even the dullest behold the truth
When in God's company for a while

The alchemy of the earth’s deep fires
Turns dull coal into brilliant gems.
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95 This felon had his body cleansed
With the holy water Christ had touched.
And now the love of Christ had cleansed
His soul of all its dross and filth.

96 He thought himself the worst of sinners
And penitence true did fill his heart
In Jesus he felt the deepest faith
That he was none but God Himself.

97 In flowing tears and faltering tone
He began to speak again.
“Walking evil paths for long
| have gathered countless sins.

98 In sweet compassion forgive me,
This wretched man implores you, Lord.

99 And when you reach your blessed abode
Think of me, your servant true.”

100 Jesus turned a kindly look
On the man who said these words
And he who burns up all men’s sins

Spoke these words of heavenly grace,

101 Words that godly hearts cherish:
“Veriley do | say to you
Today you shall be in Paradise
With me in my Father's abode".

102 The Lord whose heart is full of mercy
Forgives the penitent sinner
Exalts him to blissfull kingdom
Served by the radiant angelic host.
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What matters if the thief was stained
With lies and wiles and heinous thefts?
When he could harbour feelings pure
He was meet for heavenly life.

Men who were known to all the world
As Christ’s disciples true and strong
Had at times his godhead doubted,
But not this thief, his faith was firm.

Consumed in fires of true repentance
He is born afresh in glory

Enchanting is the vision sweet
Of his ascension to heaven with Christ.

Christ then spoke to his blessed mother
Who was weeping at his feet,
"Mother, consider this man your son”.
And he looked at one by her side.

To that disciple then spoke the Lord,
“Here is your mother, look after her''.

But the son’s comforting words
Brought no peace to the mother’s heart.
The loss of her beloved child

Is a burning grief in @ woman’s heart

The soft breath of comforting werds
Fans it into leaping flames.

What mother can zccept another

To replace her much-loved son?

He is dearer than the world entire.
He is cherished in her heart of hzaarts.
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112 Such is human nature’'s way
One would embrace one’s grimy brat
Rather than the loveliest child
That is of another’s blood.

113 This mother’s child is Christ himself
Embodiment of measureless good.
How can this lady bear in calm
The anguish of her child on the cross?

114 Bless’ed Mary, Mother of God,
The highest privilege has been yours
You have borne the king of kings.
You must bear his loss in calm.

116 The fated hour was coming fast
For Jesus’ soul to leave his body.

116 In the pangs of death he cried aloud,
““My God, why have you forsaken me?*’

117 In the wrenching pains of ruthless death
The Lord made his own the Psalmist’'s cry
His courage failed, a shadow gloomed his face,
Alas, even men divine do feel the fangs of death.

118 A moment passed, and the shadow fled
And the pale face glowed with light again.
What force can keep suppressed for long
Tongues of fire from leaping up?

119 Of renouncement great this is supreme
That Christ renounced the solace strong ion
Of faith that God was ever with him
His prop and stay in dangers dire.
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120 For the sake of erring man
He suffers torments harsh as hell’s,
And he the saviour of humankind
Feels the joy of duty done.

121 Sclf-centred man disobeyed God
And strayed and fell into ways of sin;
The Divine Life born as man
Was bound to suffer to redeem man-.

122 He who in compassion deep
Came down to earih for man’s redemption
Had to bear the burden of sinful man,
The pain and death that sin deserves.’

123 In happy wonder the angels heard
The words that Jesus taught mankind,
Of how to reach the soul’'s deep joy
Through the anguish of the heart.

124 His friends and disciples dear
. His mother herself, and God above
May seem io give him up, but firm is he
Dauntless to the heart’s last throb.

125 A great weariness grows on him,
The fine face pales and wilts,
And the body in weakness droops,
And the lips are parched and dry

126 “’I thirst”, he cried aloud
It was not thirst of the anguished flesh
But the intense desire that grips the heart
For the joy and salvation of sinful souls.
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The pangs of death may seem to man

A burning quenchless thirst.

For the good of man he suffered this thirst
Such was his houndless love.

“Come to me ali those who thirst”

Christ had c2lled to humankind.

For a sip of water he cries out now,

How strange are the ways of God.

Five thousand men he had fed

With just fiva loaves of bread.

With the touch of his hand he had changed
Water into rich red wine.

To a Samarian woman at a well

He had promised the water of life.
And said, “'the water | give

would quench your thirst for ever”.

Great souled, miraculous in powers
What thirst can the redeemer feel?
It must be the thirst of the soul

To rescue mankind from sin.

Good men do toil and suffer

For the sake of their wicked brothers
While the wicked their pleasure find
In haarssing the good and kind.

From the cross Christ spoke again:
“It is done, my life's work"’.

Such was his utterance sixth
Fulfilling the prophets, words
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From times in the distant past
Sages had known of Christ,
Prophesied his birth and death
And their words were all fulfilled.

Without wealth or glory was he born,
A carpenter in a hut.

Yet he was the Lord of Lords

Adored by the entire world

His words were precious gems
Which he scattered around for all
His deeds were miracles divine
Which filled men’s hearts with faith.

For the length of forty days
He had fasted and prayed in the desert
Facing upto temptations sare

Preparing himself for the redemptive taskk.

His life he has offered pow

To wash off the sins of man;

Was he thinking of that sacrifice
When he said his work was done?

Calm and noble was his face

Shining with the spirit’s light.

Serene it was with contentment sweet
That only the bless’ed feel.

The awesome moment came

When Jesus would die on the cross
In the pangs of death he cried
’Father, to you | commend my soul”.

The centurion keeping guard
Trembled to hear these words.
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The wind which carried these words
Wafted them to the city of God.

142 The archangels-welcomed these words
With bowed head and worshipping hearts
Taking them on like heavenly flowers,
Such was the rapture they felt.

‘143 For three long hours he had borne
The agony on the cross.
Serene and still he had lain
Longing for the good of mankind,

144 God who had come to the world
Died like a mortal man.
His head drooped down, his life departed
His eyes like flowers closed.

145 Then thunder roared in the sky,
And the ocean rose in wrath,
And winds in monstrous fury blew
As though to smash the earth.

146 Forests swayed in stormy gusts,
And trees in countless numbers fell
Beasts in panic rushed around
Bellowing in nameless dread.

147 Drifts of dark clouds veiled the sun,
The earth shook, and violent sounds
Roared and rumbled thro’ the air
Like huge mountains crashing down

148 Veils in temples rent in two
And graves burst open in all the land
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Nature was roused to vengeful wrath
To crush the wicked race of man.

But soon a change profound was seen,

A soothing peace spread all around,
Serene and bright were sky and earth,

As tho’ Nature heeded the words of Christ.

To redeem man from hoarded sins
Even your body you have sacrificed.
Master divine, your life and death

All men at all times, shall contemplate.

But no man can know,

Not even the damned souls in hell,
What torment your body knew
What anguish your heart suffered.

For patience limtless and tolerance true
And gentle mercy that is the sweetest good
There is none like you Lord, none on earth
Your death on the cross bears out your love.

What virtue is there in loving one’s friends?
Love for love seems the shopkeeper’s way.
To have love for one’s foes, and kindness too

Is to be human in the truest sense.

The pelican feeds its ravenous young
With the blood of its kindly heart.
Selfish man should feel deep shame
That a bird could feel what he could not.

Teach us, sweet Loard of Mercy,
To be patient with others’ faults
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If we have no patience at heart
We shall be pardoned by none.

The last words you spoke from the cross
The sayings seven you gave

We cherish like a chain of gold

Studded with seven precious gems.

Lord, who has ascended the cross
Which blesses the world thro’ your love
You are heroic, holy and glorious
Worshipped by man for ever.

There is nothing like sacrifice
Ennobling man as man

And fulfilling human life

With contentment true and deep.

The rivers its praises sing,

The wind its glories whispers,
The birds its sweetness warble
In woods and meadows green.

Man of supreme sacrifice,

We worship you, Christ divine,
Your name in golden letters shines
On streamers of whitest fame.

Without a ray of love’s bright light
Lost in blind delusion’s might

The world of man was sunk in sin
When the Son of God came down
And sacificed Himself for man
Redeeming him with His own blood.
The story of that sacrifice supreme
The musc sings to the end of time.
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PREFACE

About great personalities, poets compose poetry,
artists draw pictures and architects carve figures on
stones. If such personalities are world famous, then
the literature about them will be available in almost
all the languages of the world.

Jesus Christ is believed to be the son of God.
He is the true respresentation of truth, sacrifice and
tolerance. There is no language in the world left behind,
I suppose, without his literature.

In Malayalam good amount of literature has come
by depicting the life and gospel of Jesus Christ.
‘Magdalena Mariya’ one among such works is composed
by Vallathol Narayana Menon, one of the ‘maha kavis’
of modern Malayalam literature. Another such work
we get is ‘Mahatyagi’. Mahatyagi was comsosed by
Vidwan M. O. Avara who is an outstanding poet in
Malayalam, and the author of several other works also.
Mahatyagi is a precious work in more than one respect.
It is in the form of long poetry ‘Khanda Kavya’. He
has taken the Ilast seven utterences ‘sapta vakya’ of
Jesus Christ who was nailed on the cross, asthe theme
of the poetry and described it with good images and
visions, Jesus Christ is an universal man and a poetry
composed on him in a particular language should not
be restricted to that language alone. Such good works
should be shared with the readers of other languages
also. Apart from composing this good work, M. O.
Avara has attempted to share this work with the



readers of other languages by way of translation. The
book has been already translated into Sanskrit, Tamil,
Hindi, English and Bengali. It isa great pleasure to say
that now it is available to Kannada readers also.

Translating the poetry from one language to another
language in the form of poetry is not an easy job.
It requires special skill and practice. Dr. M. Rama did
this pain taking work very sincerly by keeping all the
seriousness of the original text. Thus the translation
looks like the original one. Dr. M. Rama has already
established as a very good translator from Malayalam
to Kannada and vice versa by translating several novels,
short-stories, poetries and other works. Now he has
given us ‘Mahatyagi’ a very good translation. I am
very happy to congratulate him in this regard.

Dr. P. SRIKRISHNA BHAT
Professor and Head

Department of Kannada
Kasaragod Govt. College

1-1-1990. Kasaragod. 670123.
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Vidwan M. O. Avara’s |
name as a poet was establi- '
shed with the appearance =
of Mahathyagi. Two other
outstanding works of his are
Thiruvathazham, Kavyanive-
dyam and Jubileegeethi.

Avara was born on May
23, 1904 in Valluvally, a -
village near N. Parur. He
L has been a teacher for more
than forty years. Mahathyagi and Thiruvathazham have been
selected as text books by Universities at one time or other.
He is the recipient of the ‘“literary award-1986’’ of All Kerala
Catholic Congress. His Sathabhishekam was celebrated in
1988. His wife passed away in 1982. He has three daughters:
M. A. Kochuthresia, Hindi Vidwan, L. T. T. (Mrs Kochuthresia
Varghese Tharayil) Government High Scheol, Kalamassery,
M. A. Kochumary. M. A., B. Ed. (Sr.Sujatha, S. D. Convent,
Chunangamveli, Alwaye) Teacher, Govt. Girls’ High School
Ernakulam and M. A. Mary Jessy; M. A., D. S. S. (Mrs Jessy
Emmanuel, Plamootil), Section Officer, Cochin University.

Other works of the author

1. Sahithyanepathyam -3 Part“s. 2. Sahithyabhooshanam,
3. Atharsakathakal, 4. Moonnu Mahathikal, 5 Smarano-
paharam, 6. Nammute Pasukkal and 7. Samyuktharani.

His present address is:
Menacherry, N. Parur 683513
Ernakulam District, Kerala
Phone: 2275
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