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'But the copy which I have is, full of antiquated terms and so disfigured
by errors of transcription, that I could not now undertake to give a correct version
of the whole, valuable as such a picture of bygone times would doubtless be.
Perhaps, I may on another excursion to Payanur and the site of the forgotten
Cachilpatnam, fall in with another copy.' :
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A SHORT HISTORY OF INDOLOGY AND
INDOLOGICAL LIBRARIANSHIP IN
TUEBINGEN

by
Dr George Baumann

Very likely many of you may be hedging the question, just where
is Tuebingen? Being a rather small city by Indian standards, it is not
as well known as some other German university towns like Berlin,
Muenchen, or even Heidelberg. Yet it is one of the oldest universities
in Germany today, having been founded in 1477. The city of
Tuebingen lies in the southwestern corner of the Federal Republic
of Germany on the eastern edge of the famous Black Forest about
120 kilometres north of the Swiss/German border and about 100
kilometres east of the French/German border. It lies within the
province of Wuerttemberg, which today, together with the province
of Baden, forms the state called Baden-Wuerttemberg,  whose
capital city, Stuttgart, is only about 40 kilometres north of Tuebingen.
Perhaps you now can visualize a bit better just where Tuebingen lies.

The library of Tuebingen University has been in existence for
nearly 500 years. In the first 300 of these the oriental literature
acquired consisted for the most part of works on and in the Hebrew
language. This is scarcely surprising since Tuebingen has always
been a byword for the study of theology. Tuebingen University,
unlike most other German universities, has a seminary for both
Protestant and Catholic theology.

There has also been a comparatively long tradition of oriental
studies in Tuebingen and, as in most other European countries,
these oriental studies grew out of the theologian’s interest in oriental
languages connected with biblical studies, as already pointed out.
At the beginning of the 19th century a new discipline, ‘ Indian
Studies’, was instituted in several German universities. With the
growing interest in India and the Indian subcontinent German
missionaries soon placed themselves at the disposal of the English
Church with a view to gaining entry into India. Foreign access to this
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new colony until then had been severely restricted, but some
foreigners doing missionary work did succeed in reaching India and
whilst pursuing scientific or scholarly studies were also able to bring
printed works and manuscripts back to Europe with them. In this
manner numerous Tuebingen alumni, who during the 19th century
had become missionaries in Asiatic countires, contributed many
oriental manuscripts and printed books to our library.

In 1837 the library received its first collection of Indian
manuscripts and printed literature from a missionary named John
Haeberlin (1808—1849), who had returned temporarily from Calcutta
for health reasons in that year. He donated mainly Sanskrit manuscripts
in Bengali script. In 1842 a large amount of printed matter in Sanskrit
and Persian was received from the Oriental Society in London.

Heinrich Ewald (1803—1875), a theologian, who came to
Tuebingen after he was forced to leave the University of Goettingen
for political reasons in the 1830’s, is considered to have reactivated
oriental studies in Tuebingen. He prepared the first catalogue of
oriental manuscripts, which was published in 1839 and contained
in its Indian section mostly the manuscripts received from Haeberlin.

During the following decades various manuscripts and
printed books in Indian Dravidian languages were donated by
Hermann Gundert (1814—1893), Hermann Moegling (1811—1881)
and Karl Wilhelm Isenberg (1806-1864). Ernst Trumpp (1828—
1885), a missionary in the region known today as Pakistan,
bequeathed important early printed literature on Sindhi to the
University Library.

During a vacation in 1846 in Germany Gundert, a missionary
of the Baseler Mission in Kerala, visited Tuebingen, where he had
originally studied theology, and donated several Malayalam
manuscripts and printed works. These Malayalam manuscripts on
paper and olas were indexed and listed in the second printed
manuscript catalogue published in 1865 by the then Librarian and
holder of the Chair of Sanskrit, Rudolf Roth. More Malayalam
manuscripts were presented to the library by Gundert’s heirs after
his death in 1893. During the nineteenth century our initial collection
was gradually supplemented by further Arabic and Sanskrit
manuscripts.

In 1854 Rudolf V. Roth (1821—1895) became the first full
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professor of Sanskrit and Comparative Religion and at the same time
assumed the duties of University Librarian. He held these posts
simultaneously for the next forty years, allowing for continuity in the
acquisition of Oriental literature. The groundwork was then laid for
concerted efforts to increase our oriental holdings. Growth was no
longer as haphazard as it had appeared to be up to that point. Also
during Roth’s tenure of office many gifts of Oriental books from all
over the world reached Tuebingen. His own awareness as an
Orientalist of relevant publications also accounts for many more
acquisitions. He mentions in one report that much Sanskrit literature
had been received from India ‘which would not otherwise have
cometo Europe’. As already mentioned above, he published a much
enlarged catalogue of Indian manuscripts in the University Library
in 1865 and purchased a substantial number of Arabic manuscnpts

including the well-known Wetzstein collection.

By 1850 the library contained in total some 200,000 volumes,
with an additional 50,000 dissertations and writings and some 2,000
manuscripts. George Heinrich Ewald (1803—1875), writing in his
manuscript catalogue published in 1839, described the oriental part
of this collection of manuscripts as being probably the most valuable
one. About this same period, Karl Kluepfel, an assistant librarian,
wrote in his history of the university library. ‘As far as the extent of
its accommodation and the number of its books is concerned, this
(the library of Tuebingen University) is currently one of the largest
libraries in Germany and, after Goettingen, the largest of all the
university libraries’. Taken overall, the oriental section experienced
a rapid expansion in the 19th century. From the middle of the
century onward a concerted effort was made for the first time to
increase its overall book-holdings.

Many donations of manuscripts and monographs have to
remain unmentioned, but because these donations were so
numerous and because an Orientalist headed the University Library-
for the last half of the nineteenth century there was every reason for
the Emergency Association of German Research (Notgemeinschaft
der Deutschen Wissenschaft) to request this library to continue
building up its oriental collection with their financial help.

One of the most remarkable programmes for literature
collecting during the 20th century in Germany has been the special
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subject and special area collections sponsored and for the greater
part financially supported by the German Research Society (Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft) and its predecessor, the Emergency
Association of German Research (Notgemeinschaft der Deutschen
Wissenschaft). This programme, originally initiated in 1920, was
meant to help German academic libraries to purchase foreign
academic literature in a difficult period of German history. After an
interruption during the Second World War the programme was
reinstated in 1949.

Today most major academic libraries in the Federal Republic
of Germany are participating in this acquisition programme. Besides
the oriental collections in Tuebingen for the Middle East and South
Asia there are special oriental collections for East Asian and
Southeast Asian studies at the State Library in Berlin, for Egyptology
at the University Library in Heidelberg, for non-conventional
literature, literature not available through conventional channels,
from East Asia at the Library of the Institute of Asian Affairs in
Hamburg and finally for such literature from the Near East at the
Library of the Orient Institute in Hamburg.

Among the libraries participating in this supra-regional
programme the University Library in Tuebingen has been entrusted
with collecting research literature in three different fields of oriental
studies.

Among these extensive collections that part concerning
indology should be given special attention. During the past 20 years
it has grown from a collection of classical indology to a special area
collection covering all the countries of South Asia—India, Sri Lanka,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, the Maldive Islands and Tibet
before 1956. Academic literature on all phases of the humanities and
social science in the countries mentioned above is included. Modern
natural sciences and Western medicine are excluded. Literature on
Ayurvedic and other types of indigenous medicine, astronomy and
mathematics, however, is collected. Literature on Hinduism in its
Indian and Nepalese forms and Buddhism in its Indian and Tibetan
forms naturally belong to this collection also.

One sub-section of this indological collection is that of
Dravidian languages and literatures of South India and Sri Lanka. As
already pointed out, in the middle of the 19th century the German
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missionary, Hermann Gundert, who had studied theology at the
famous ‘Evangelisches Stift’ in Tuebingen and most likely had learnt
Sanskrit from Prof Ewald, the predecessor to Prof Roth, upon his
return from South India, presented the first Malayalam manuscripts
to the library. He later became well-known, particularly in Kerala,
for his publication of a Malayalam-English dictionary and for his
Malayalam grammar. Much of the preliminary material he collected
for these publications can still be seen in the University Library in
Tuebingen. He is considered by many particularly in Kerala, the
father of Malayalam Philology. Many of the Malayalam manuscripts
on palm-leaves he had used to collect vocabulary were later
presented to the University Library in Tuebingen. Amongst these is
the Kerala utpatti or Kerala Mahatmyam. This manuscript has been
reproduced by Albrecht Frenz in his volume entitled : ‘Hermann
Gundert: Quellen zu seinem Leben und Werk. Ulm: Suddeutsche
Verlagsgesellschaft 1991, pp. 387-413. Most of the rare Malayalam
" books and manuscripts in Tuebingen are part of the Hermann
Gundert collection. As a former student of the Tuebingen University
and an inmate of the famous Tuebinger Stift he was very much
attached to this university town. He studied here between 1831 and
1835 and took his doctorate in 1835. The records of his academic
career are available in the University Archives and some of these
were displayed during a recent exhibition arranged in connection
with the Hermann Gundert Conference, celebrated in Stuttgart on
the occasion of his hundredth death anniversary in May 1993.
Perhaps of great interest for future editing are the so-called
Tellicherry records, local historical records, which Gundert also
collected and presented to the University Library. They contain more
than 4,000 pages and it was in 1986 that Professor Scaria Zacharia
from SB College, Mahatma Gandhi University in Kerala on the
occasion of his attendance of the World Malayalam conference in
West Berlin, following his intuition, visited the library here. He then
discovered this valuable Gundert-collection and informed the
academic world about it. Since then there has beenactive collaboration
between the Oriental section of the library, Professor Zacharia and
the organizers of the Hermann Gundert Conference in Stuttgart,
especially, with Albrecht Frenz. The indological section of the
Oriental Department in the library has since also played an active
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role in the Gundert-centenary celebrations. The delegates to the
conference from Kerala, comprising academicians, artists and
journalists visited the university library to inspect the many objects
of Gunder’slegacy. Prof Scaria Zacharia, who has spent considerable
time studying the Malayalam manuscript collection in Tuebingen,
hopes to edit this vast source of Kerala history in the near future.
As an after-effect of Gunder’s earlier legacy to the library his heirs
recently presented the library with 16 further Malayalam palm-leaf
manuscripts which had been lying with them for the past 100 years.

Presently the University Library has approximately85
Malayalam manuscripts, mostly on palm leaf. Since 1970 the
collecting of Malayalam monographs has been systematically pursued.
At present it is only possible to estimate the number available which
may be about 1500 to 2000 volumes including, of course, secondary
literature on Malayalam and Kerala. Our patternwork of regional
booksellers on the south Asian subcontinent exists also in South
India and these booksellers/publishers guarantee us a regular
supply of literature in and on Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu
and Brahui. Literature is also avaialable in our collection in and on
Dravidian dialects like Tulu, Kurukh, etc.

On the academic side Prof Scaria Zacharia is continuing his
research work on the Tuebingen collection. He has introduced most
of the rare and valuable materials available in this collection through
the critical studies which have appeared as introductions in every
volume of the Hermann-Gundert series published in Kerala. Now he
is editing further valuable manuscripts of the Tuebingen collection
and proposes to publish them as part of a series entitled ‘ Tuebingen
University Malayalam Manuscript Series’. Prof Scaria Zacharia was
fortunate to have been a recipient of both an Alexander-von-
Humboldt stipend as well as of the DAAD (Deutscher Akademischer
Austauschdienst) in order to pursue his research here. We are also
happy to note that the academic community in Kerala is supporting
this venture. All over the world such academic publications have
become a financial risk for the publishers. In spite of that, however,
the Kerala Study Centre in St Berchmans' College, Changanassery,
and D.C. Books, a leading publisher of Malayalam literature in
Kerala, have taken the bold decision to publish this new series. We
are aware that the ‘Payyannu pattu’ in our collection is a very rare
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work, for which Malayalam scholars were searching for several
decades. This ola manuscript had remained unnoticed in our
collection as part of a bigger bundle with the general title ‘Kerala
Ulpatti’. It is very commendable that Dr Scaria Zacharia is making
it available to the academic world in a scholarly edition. This series
will continue with the publication of the Tellicherry records
mentioned above. These documents in Malayalam should throw
fresh light on Kerala-British relations during the 18th century.

For the past twenty-five years the Oriental Department of the
University Library in Tuebingen has been publishing accession lists
and sending these to interested scholars and institutions on a
subscription basis. Since 1977 the original accession list for all
oriental subjects has been divided into two separate lists. We now
publish a list separately for material collected on South Asia. It is
published seven times a year and the last issue each year contains
an author-index. An index to oriental periodicals subscribed to by
thee University Library in Tuebingen was published in 1983 and again
in 1991. The latest issue contains more than 4,500 periodical titles
of which about 1,700 are current and cover all fields of Orientalism.
There are approximately 700 current titles from and on South Asia
at the moment. Numerous more titles which are no longer published
are also listed.

All our oriental literature is available nationally and within
Europe, internationally, through inter-library loan. These loans
have reached more than 6,000 annually for all oriental subjects. We
are able to supply almost 80% of the titles requested. Copies of
periodical articles are provided and as for rare or sensitive books
we provide film copies. Requests for specific titles, however, should
not be made directly to us, but rather through a library in the vicinity
of the prospective borrower which participates in the inter-library
loan system. About 4,000 new works on South Asian subjects are
being acquired annually at the present time. In addition to these,
exchange facilities, either through the German Research Society
(Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) or direct between libraries,
bring in certain publications which would otherwise be difficult to
obtain. :

Today the university library contains around 250,000 volumes
of South Asian literature, both from and on South Asia. These books,
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however, are fully integrated into the library’s overall holdings of
nearly 2 million volumes ie they are not kept in a separate section.

The special South Asian collection at the University Library in
Tuebingen can historically be traced back to the middle of the
nineteenth century and the total holdings today can be estimated at
about 200,000 volumes. We attempt to serve academic oriental
research mainly in the Federal Republic of Germany, butif approached
by interested persons outside of the country, particularly in other
parts of Europe, we try to be of help to them also. We hope that the
very successful acquisition programme of the German Research
Association will continue unabated in its present form, allowing us
to improve and enlarge our unusually good South Asian holdings
year by year. ;

Tuebingen
July 31, 1993



The Legend of Payanur

Dr.Hermann Gundert

Nilakesi, a woman of good family, an inhabitant of a place called
Sivaperur (Trichoor?) a town famous for female beauty, could not obtain
ason though married to several men. She resolves therefore to do penance
by wandering about as a beggar, and comes to the famous emporium
Cachilpatnam (near Mount Dilli), where the chief of the place, merchant
named Nambu Chetti, or Chombu Chetti, enters into conversation with
her, advises her to perform certain vows, and then takes her to his palace
as his lawful wife. A son is born, and receives the name of Nambusari
Aren, and a feast of rejoicing is celebrated on the 41st day on the plain of
Payanur. At that time Nilakesi's brothers happened to go up the coast in
a ship. They hear the music, an disembark to see the play. But as they
climb up a wall of the temple. some spectators expostulate with them.
They call themselves Culavanier (merchants) who cannot be expected to
know the customs of the place, and appeal to the chief. He comes but
applies his rod to the head of one, a scuffle ensues, and the strangers are
killed.

Nilakesi when acquainted with the Murder of her brothers, leaves
the palace and her son, and again wanders forth begging. The son grows
up and is instructed by his father in all the arts of trade and ship-building
(given in interesting detail, full of obsolete words). The ship being at
length launched and manned with Vappurawas (?) Pandias, Chonakas,
Cholias, and also with one Yavanaka, the merchants start fearlessly on a
voyage first to Pumpatna, round Mt.Eli, then passing the Mala (Dives)
into the Tan-punul-aru (river) to the town Puvenkapatna, proceed farther
on to the Cavari, from whence they sail into another sea to other shores,
till they reach the gold mountains (ponmala) where they exchange all
their cargo for gold, return and land their goods in Cachilpatnam, store
them ina new magazine, and dismiss the mariners with their shares. After
this, when the father and son are amusing themselves with playing chess,
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a female devotee is announced who is not satisfied with alms, but wants
to see the young merchant. Then follows a long and mysterious
conversation. She invites him urgently to be present at a night feast of
women at Payanur. He promises, but cannot afterwards persuade his
father to give him leave, who fears a plot and danger; but the son
persisting inimportuning him, and at last prostrating himself, he consents.
Here follows an extract, as a specimen:
mlee® arlem) maadd:alajomd
MMM 2D |0 1ISHINOM
" I Swear by thee, O father, I must go."
8aloalomailelssamm af)ewlow)s
9al06E9¥1a{0M @O)HITTD®INa0ud
2100800 0eL! M1 BRGLINAI].
2IEFBIMOAUEMo i@l lea]0ud
OH0QIOMEIN 2|S] @REMNAITN-
)5)026M16610020mBaH9UD
MERBOGI MOLNM QORI
MORINONHNIWB B 3)S1H9) HalBHaMOd
The Father: " I have opposed thee to the utmost, but now I must
not prevent thy going—thou goest far away like dying men strongguards
(or companions) are now required—take the children of the Govatala
Chetti, of Anjuwannam and of the Manigrama, people who, together with
ourselves, are the four (classes of) colonists in the four towns." (@5}
Perhaps a)5. Or #5)500?)
MoeIBB)S106) 921BHMMINO HH06MEIAB
@RMISIO3 alglem aviod] aesud
OMIPBaImIMIL) QIS 0lw.
o@oe‘n’m’lgom‘lg‘go DaNISIG3 @RY0Ye
HoeelaflsSlajleasien. smoad
M afleiaiglod alpmanlesponemBad
"They took of the four classes of colonists, the sons (of servants)
of the town-lord in that country, fourteen companions, a noble household,
not to be outwitted (or defeated) by any in this country (and, says the son)
"though I should be dragged by the foot I shall return (to-morrow) to
Cachilpatnam, nor shall this eye sleep (to night)."
Upon this the father advises them to take some merchandize along
with them in the ship as for a fair, and the poem evidently a fragment
closes in the 104th Sloka, with an enumeration of wares, replete with
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obscure terms, free from any anachronisms.

I believe that the people of Anjuwannam and Manigrammam here
mentioned as belonging to yonder country, can only mean Jews and
Christians, (or Manicheans) who, for commerce sake, settled also beyond
the Perumal's territories. It would be interesting to know who the two
other classes are. In the mean time, the existence of four trading
communities in the old Kerala seems to be proved, and the moeieaial of
the Ist Syrian document, receives some elucidation from this incidental
allusion.

-Madras Journal of Literature and Science 1844 April.
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