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DR HERMANN GUNDERT AND FOLK
LITERATURE

by
Albrecht Frenz

For a long time Hermann Gundert, the first Basel Missionary
in Malabar, was only known as a linguist, and as a great Malayalam
lexicographer and grammarian. Most of Gundert’s Malayalam works
were unknown. But today we are glad that, through the publication
of Gundert's diary, the transliteration and computerizing of his
Jetters and the publication of the Malayalam manuscripts of the
Tuebingen University Library we have gota deeper insight into his
work and a better understanding of his personality. A great step
forward was the publication of the Hermann Gundert Series in 1991~
92. In the volumes 4-6 Gundert’s Malayalam works are presented.
Each book of the series is provided with an academic introduction
by Professor Dr Scaria Zacharia. The Malayalam Series which are
now under print will bring out many new insights and create new
impulses for the language.

The more we study Gundert’s ballads, songs, poems and folk
songs the more we recognize the comprehensiveness of his
thinking. From his very youth until his time in Malabar and finally
at Calw, Gundert was a genius creating literature and transforming
works from one language into another—all his thoughts and nerves
became language. Luckily he could combine this with a scholarly
education. The most fascinating kind of literature produced by
Gundert is his folk literature. This fact was already expressed by
Professor Dr K K N Kurup and recently by Professor Dr Scaria
Zacharia.! There is no doubt that the folk songs and ballads of North
Malabar were one of the most thrilling works of Malayalam literature
for Gundert, and they sank deep into his heart and mind.

Some years ago we got a certain hint from a note in the
introduction of L. Johannes Frohnmeyer’s “A Progressive Grammar
of the Malayalam Language”, first published at Mangalore in 1889,
that Gundert had very probably published Malayalam folk songs
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of Malabar translated into German, especially those of Malabar-
Nayers. More insight into Gundert’s way of handling folk literature
was attained through his diary and letters. In his diary Gundert noted
down in 1861: “Kelappen versprochen” ({I] promised [to translate]
Kelappen).2 Ten years later Gundert wrote to his son Samuel who
was then a missionary at Palakkad: “Eine Uebersetzung von
Kelappas Lied sandte ich an Stolz” (a [German] translation of
Kelappa’s song I sent to [Missionary] Stolz [at Mangalore]).3 Samuel
Gundert also suggested to translate the song into English, but
Gundert advised him to leave this to someone else. Because of this
letter and Frohnmeyer’s remark mentioned above, it is almost sure
that the German version of “Kelappen vom Garten” was also printed
in Mangalore.

Within a series of four narrations, of which “Kelappan vom
Garten” is the third one, Gundert himself published the ballads in
the Jugendblaetter (Youth Magazine) 1868 (2.half-vol.):

Derjunge Chandu von Njalikara (Young Chandu of Njalikara),

col. 225-236,

Kannen von Kaideri (Kannen of Kaideri), col. 297-312,

Kelappen vom Garten (Kelappen of the garden), col. 369-384,

and 1869 (1. half-vol.):

Dairu von Ebereck (Dairu of Boar-quoin), col. 61-66.4

From the very beginning of his stay in Malabar Gundert had
in mind the idea to translate Malayalam songs, ballads and epics into
German. Yet, as we know, Gundert was almost completely occupied
with composing Malayalam works, with looking after school and
carrying out missionary undertakings. So he could hardly spare the
time for the translation of Malayalam works into German. When he
was back in Germany and had become the head of a publishing
house at Calw he was involved in many activities. Nevertheless he
translated some wonderful examples of Malayalam folk literature
into German. This category contains not only the four narrations of
the Life of Nayers mentioned above, but also the German translation
of Nala Charitha saram, first published in Missions-Magazin, Basel,
1853, p. 49-65, and 1854, p. 66-93.5

Gundert’s folk literature carries a lot of epic, puranic,
historical and biblical material as well as native Malayalam literature
and history. This not only demonstrates that Gundert was familiar
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with various traditions of different cultures but also shows his good
approach to the people surrounding him. Throughout his life his
observations were highly detailed. One small and simple incident of
1883 may be cited. Once, Gundert visited a Reverend who was also
a painter and bee-keeper in the countryside about a hundred
kilometres northeast of Stuttgart. There he observed: “I saw a queen-
bee, too, with honey and some subjects [drones] feeding her,
preserved in a glass.”0 It is, however, also true that the more
complicated the circumstances became, the more Gundert came
back to his inmost talent by confronting it with the holy Scripture and
transforming it into deep-rooted verses of a high ethical standard,
poems and tracts. The category in which he could express himself
best was the folk literature.

Folk literature is the melting-pot of the highest philosophical
thinking and simplest natural behaviour, the expression of creativity
and formality, the hinge holding together chaos and order, the
melting-pot of all old and young, of the experienced and the naive,
of the educated and the illiterate, the place where all ways of life
meet. Gundert was endowed with the talent of absorbing folk
literature of many cultures as well as of different theological and
philosophical concepts. At the same time he was able to create his
own style of literature, fascinating old and young for decades and
even centuries. It is overwhelming to see what Gundert learned,
worked and created when he was only thirteen, fourteen or fifteen
years old. This inner creativeness never vanished. Even in his old age
he was able to formulate sentences and letters with the wit and
freshness of a youth.

This explains why he, a theologian and missionary, was able
to combine his first Bible tract of Genesis 1—11 with Indian myths
of creation as well as with biblical apocryphal material which is
related closely to many other traditions seeking an answer concerning
the beginning of the world. It is not surprising that he puts together
dogmatical views of the medieval church with modern theological
- opinions destined by Martin Luther’s “Freiheit eines
Christenmenschen” (a Christian’s Freedom) in his tract.

In the introduction and commentary to the Song of Songs,
Gundert expresses his understanding of this book which belongs to
the Holy Scriptures and at the same time is a folk song. By the way,
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it is worthwile noticing that this song is the first book of the Bible
which Gundert translated into Malayalam. In the beginning of 1843
he noted down in his diary: “Uebersetzung vom Hohenlied”
(translation of the Song of Songs).” The following event at
Thalassery at that time is not without importance: a complicated love
story among young missionaries which became very burdensome
for Gundert was going on after the first Basel missionary lady-
teacher, Miss Catherina Mook, had arrived on 30, November 1842
and was finally married to the missionary Christian Mueller by
Gundert on 4, April 1844. Most probably due to these circumstances
the Song of Songs became the first biblical book in Malayalam of the
Protestant Basel Church. No other Church started translating the
Bible with the Song of Songs in her native tongue!

The comment on the Song of Songs which Gundert wrote as
late as in 1878 was already valid when he had translated the poem
into Malayalam in 1843. With his Malayalam translation he not only
met an actual situation at Thalassery but he also created a poem
following the line of Malabar folksongs as well as the biblical texts.
In contradiction to the different comments on the Song of Songs,
Gundert self-confidently expresses his own opinion which gives us
a deep insight into his understanding. He demythologizes various
traditional commentaries while leading the reader into a fascinating
text.

Before starting on the translation of the Song of Songs,
Gundert explains: “His songs numbered a thousand and five’ is said
of Solomon in I King 4, 32. The poem ‘The Song of Songs’, being
handed down to us in the holy scripture, ranks first, being the most
beautiful pearl among the richness of songs which has almost been
lost except a few examples..... There is, however, great difficulty in
explaining this song. According to the most plausible result of the
wording we can hardly find anything other than the poetic description
of a real event and the experience of Solomon: within a typical
human sphere the king received Sulamith’'s love—the highest
available on earth, the bliss of inmost and most devoted love. The
question arises: what are the common characteristics of a minne-
song and the canon? And certainly the inclusion of this book in the
holy scriptures can be explained only, it seems, by understanding
the song allegorically, as a clothing of higher spiritual conditions and
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processes in relation with God and His people Israel. Yet, it has to
be allowed that the allegorical interpretation which was highly
esteemed in its various forms by the Jewish, as well as the Christian
antiquity, cannot go into any single detail without unfavourable
playing. First of all, the song has to be understood as a poetic and
magnificent description of a true event; due to this the involved
persons, especially the main person besides Solomon, the friend,
bride and wife, along with relatives have to be seen as historical
persons. Sulamith is ‘the Sunemite’, of Sunem, a small town of
Issachar also called Sulem. Therefore it resembles the name of
Solomon: ‘she who is devoted to Solomon’. Even with this actual
explanation the Song of Songs with all its ardour of sensation, in all
its frank, picturesque and lively illustrated statements keeps a
thoroughly dignified and decent character seen especially in the
purity and the delicacy, in the faithfulness of the praised beloved
one as well as in tracing back the union of love to the highest divine
source and the holy order of God’s creation (8, 6f.)”.8

This comment not only describes Gundert’s theological and
literary opinion but also shows his ability of creating pure language,
language satisfying a high standard and pleasing the aesthetics. In
old age Gundert expressed himself in a similar way as being a youth,
yet he accomplished his skill in growing older.

Some months after the Dr Hermann Gundert Conference in
Stuttgart in May 1993, I came across Gundert’s letters written during
the time of his stay at Maulbronn and Tuebingen. Among the letters
some ballads were found. They clearly show Gundert’s natural
talent for folklore as well as for religious and epical matters.

Gundert was only fourteen years old when he presented a
ballad for his father’s birthday. This became a custom with Gundert;
every year he presented some literary piece. In the accompanying
letter Hermann Gundert wrote: “Now you will get many testimonies
of your children’s love, beautiful flowers will exhale fragrance
towards you, and mother’s love will supply you anew with
cinnamon-stars bakery; and for this occasion I also want to give a
small present to you. But such things we scholars(this expression is
somewhat conceited, but I cannot express myself differently, even
though I want to become one in due time) do not have. 1 wished
to present something more pleasant to you and I also hope you will
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accept the small gift with pleasure. The touching relation of a father
towards his children may never be shown more elevated than when
he, already being partially transfigured, gives his fatherly blessing to
them; therefore I thought I might give this to you; itis little, of course,
but coming from a son’s most cordial love nd accompanied by his
true endeavour to see tears already flowed — flowed over his soul
once to be changed into tears of joy. Then this may get a fatherly
reception.”® Even in this letter young Gundert is full of the epic
language and expresses himself in the poetic art of folk literature.

The poem deals with narrations taken from chapter 49 of
Genesis, the first book of the Bible. The book of Genesis is also
called the first book of Moses, because in olden days Moses was
thought to be the author of the first five books of the Bible. Gundert’s
poem runs thus:

Jacob bidding farewell to his sons

Bright in the sky the sun’s warming disc emerged

From the clouds and irradiated the earth’s turmoil.

Bright also it became in the heart of the old man sturdily

Rising from bed, and speaking in highly prophetic spirit:

“Oh flesh of my flesh, ch bone of my bones ! 5

All those begot by Jacob surrounding me, listen to that

What Israel, Your father, speaks; I know the deeds of the past.

What the veil of future covers, Israel's heart knows.

Clear are the old man’s eyes and God Jehova's intimate looks up
Brightly, you hear him speak in Israel who is blessing, 10

Fathom him, who omnisciently understands the hidden thoughts of the
dumb

And the dark in the heart of him who does not speak!

Reuben! My eldest son, vigor lot those born to Jacob,

Priestly king! what is it that tempted your swerving heart?

Alas, your heart revolted, the firstlings of the field became /53

Chaff, for the father’s bed you polluted with offence

And his bed your rising foot ravished.

Simeon, Levi| you, too? The cry of revenge of the murdered pushes
Its way to the father’s ears and swords clanking is rumbling !
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Woe, the slayed stand, they stand before Jehova’s throne. 20

And towards Israel the hospitable inhabitants of Schechem do point.

God, thou who judges impartially, I clean my hands from misdeed:

Jacob’s name shall not stand along with the names of Levi and Simeon !

Rumbling, their hands slayed the innocent, and he who loved them

Was murdered by their rage, therfore the curse of damnation shall fall upon
them ! 25

Cursed shall be their inheritor, the abode of the arrogant shall
be destroyed !

O Judahb !You are the chosen one, the shining praised of your people.
You will put your foot on the necks of hostile peoples

And Jacob’s descent will, O son, bow the knee before you !

Young lion, how did the lion’s enemies fall? 30

Great is your triumph, you are lurking for them in ambush.

None is here to resist your sway.

Never the sceptre shall turn from Judah, the crown

Shall always adorn his head, he may rule for ever

Till the hero come “whom crowds of peoples follow ! 35

To the tendril’s winding he binds the donkey’s foal

And the jenny-ass’s son to the creeping shoots of the vine.

His sparkling gift shall soak Judah'’s upper garment

And the grape’s juice the fabric of home-bred wool.

Abundance of must shall inflame the red of his beaming eyes, 40

Whiter than milk the teeth of my begotten are blinking ! -

At the shore of the sea be Zebulon’s dwelling, his wide

House shall adjoin Sidon where in the loud roaring surf

On the white undulation of waves the ships come near

As a fleet, and the keels of Tyre cut the sea. 45

Issachar shall resemble the strong donkey, the useful pack ass,

Quietly he rests in the midst of the boarders of the land,

But there he enjoys the quietness, he clings to the fertile soil,.

Lovingly, and bowed his neck having become a tributary servant.

To his people Dan will set right, for the maiden’s son shall be equal to the
sons 50

Of Israel's legal wives, cunning like the serpent by the way side

And like the adder hiding lurkingly on the slippery footpath !

The enemy’s horse shall prance being bitten in the heel,
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Backwards shall the rider fall.” - Suddenly a Seraph shines
Sent from the heavenly heights by the father of man, 55

Making a sign to the sufferer. He yearningly spreads his arms.

“I long, O Lord, for your salvation.” But the Seraph

Ascended. Brightness beamed from Israel’s eyes,

And in a praising voice he continued blessing Gad:

“Being a vigorous warrior, Gad will lead the armed hordes 60
To the battle and make them return with booty to the domestic herds.
Fat shall be

Asher’s corn, and fertile his fields.

Lovely meals he gives, worth to be taken by kings.

Naphtali, slim like the body of the hind vehemently flying away,
Beautiful and agile, I see, are the sons of my son. 65

Grow, my Joseph, you are shooting up like the green branch near the spring.

Across the towering wall the foliage of the sprouts is growing,

Though marksmen provoked him, aimed hostile arrows at him

And pursued him, firm his missile remained, and the power

Of his arms becomes strong through the hands of Jehova the hero in Jacob,
70

True guardian of the holy stone of Israel’s weakness.
Comfort you got from your father’s God and help from the Highest,
Advice from the almighty, blessing from the heaven above, and blessing
From the depth and blessing from mothers’ breasts and bodies.
The blessings of the father embracing you are ascending higher 75
Than the blessings of the eternal heights your heart is striving
Towards the eternal hills, this they may be on the head of my son,
Dripping from the crown of the head of the greater king of

the other brothers.

Like a wolf Benjamin will rob, eating the robbed pieces in the morning, ’
In the evening, however, he will share the prey with his brothers.” 80

Thus Israel, the grey and venerable, spoke. At him the Seraph smiles, And
Jacob felt the proximity of the mower of lives:

“My people are waiting for me, with them I shall be assembled

Where the fathers took land, in a field bought from Ephron,

In the twofold cave my corpse shall decay, but not my spirit. 85
There Abraham was buried by the hands of the mourning,
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Also Sarah his wife; also Isaac, and near him Rebecca,

His faithful wife; there also rests Lea in peace.

Children, your father’s prayer shall lead you to the eternal abode.”
Fainting, Jehova’s hero sank on his bed, 90

His breath came to a stillstand, his blessing hands slackened,His eye became
glassy, his blood thickened in the veins.

Now the weird darkness of death veils the sufferer.

Weeping the sons of hope surrounded the stiff skeleton.

Yet the purified spirit rose to the eternal heights, 95

Shining, even more shining in transfigurating brightness
Till at the throne of eternal love which he had loved here
And had yearned to see, he sees with speechless delight,
Where the soul’s feeling joins in a single hallelujah.”10

The poem meets Gundert’s situation, for he had had to leave
his home ten months eatlier and was striving for settling within
himself. An essay, written most probably at the end of 1827 —
perhaps it was his first one written at Maulbronn, since it is given in
the beginning of his copy-book— shows the heading: “Aus den
Lebenserinnerungen eines Schwaben” (Pictures from the Memoirs
of a Suebian) and contains Gundert’s description of his farewell from
the family in Stuttgart. In the essay Gundert writes: “A more serious
career should begin now; playing (also in learning) should come to
an end, studying should begin; he should come into new conditions
in which he can no longer take refuge to the parents’ advice. “In this
context he was reminded of his taking leave from home: “It was the
last day at home. Would he ever come again, he would come as a
guest. These thoughts were haunting him through the last day and
in the last morning {(18th of October) which was settled for the
farewell. He, however, did not want to soften mother any further
who anyhow was sensitive and sick; therefore he remained calm
and steady at the sick-bed for the last motherly admonition—calm
but touched at the last farewell with only a few words the mother
dismised her son. “11

One year later, in August 1829, Gundert presented another,
even longer poem to his father, named “Der Krieg von Inisthona. Ein
Gedicht Ossians” (The War of Inisthona. A poem by Ossian). Ossian
was a Celtic poet of the third century A.D. His poems were collected
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in Scotland and reshaped through centuries till Macphearson wrote
his Ossian epics from 1760 onwards. Gundert’s translation of the
ballad “Der Krieg von Inisthona” runs up to 170 lines and is
commented on instructively. Going through the poem one is
reminded of the ballads of Malabar and of Keralolpathi, especially
of Gundert’s comment with partial translation of it.12

It is interesting to see what Gundert writes about the poem
in the accompanying letter to his father: “You should not think
Hermann has forgotten the 13th of August, so I shall send these
pages. You will open them and read the heading: A Poem of Ossian.
Hm ! you will think, this young man is aiming high, has the courage
to work at Ossian | Well , I thought , one year ago I was able to read
Moses’ poetry, so I will, if need be, be able to understand Ossian
who is almost just as simple, and for what is more, I did not have
to find my way through the labyrinths of commentaries. 1 only
hexametrized a prosaic translation of Ossian and provided it with
footnotes for which I had to make myself familiar with all of Ossian’s
poems. I think I may praise myself for having fully conceived his
spirit, so that I can read and understand his writings. You will, I
think, have read it already, therefore you may rather judge the
prosaic translation used; I consider it natural and simple qualities
which, of course, were sometimes lost in the metre, but nevertheless
I hope you will gladly accept it as a proof that I did not spare any
sacrifice of time in order to give you a little pleasure.

The reason for chosing this poem will convince you only
when you have read it. Well, when you read the heading “Krieg”
(War), do not think, that [ am enjoying war and therefore I have been
mislead to commit an error by sending you, who is an enemy of war,
such a war poem; no, it is ‘the loving father’s joy as to his successful
son’ which made me choose this poem. Throughout the poem, and
especially in verses 158 and following, the joy is shining brilliantly.
In these days virtue and strength were man’s distinction. Times
have changed. Well, it may have been wonderful when the old
father went to meet his son returning }iome after a victorious battle,
and when the father received him with all honours, and the young
hero showed the captured helmets and shields, his trophies, to the
father, who enjoyed himself together with his son and reminded him
of the exploits of his youth. But it might be the more exciting, if the
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son, for a long time separated from his home, finally comes back to
his father bringing him a heart full of tenderness, love and religion,
a spirit well versed with all wisdoms and sciences and being able to
look freely into the worried father’s eyes: I have overcome the
youth’s lusts, my most stubborn enemies; pure is now my behaviour,
when the father harvests the fruits of many years’ sweating and seed
which was begun by mourning, and when the father sees his son
giving the first examples of his concentrated knowledge and of his
improved heart, when the mother weeps tears of joy instead of the
many tears of sorrow, and both are praising God with a delighted
mouth for His true guidance, and giving Him the due thanks. - Look,
father! such a day I would like to give you once in your grey years,
I should like to requite the heavy grief I caused to you, so you could
say, this is entirely my son. God, who has done great things to us,
may complete it, may guide everything towards the good.” 13

It is overwhelming to see what style this young boy Hermann
Gundert wrote. In his youth he must have known and spoken
Greek, Latin, Hebrew and other languages like his mother torigue.
Like a sponge he absorbed all the literature he could get hold of,
brought it together with to his core and new shoots sprouted,
becoming a new, indigenous, powerful and convincing language.
Gundert’s inmost was creating language. - The most lively material
Gundert worked on were his ballads, his poems and his folk songs.
When I read Gundert’s poems I am reminded of Latin, Greek,
Hebrew and especially Vedic, Upanishadic and Classical Sanskrit
epics and poems. It is said that Sanskrit is the holy and perfect
language—this you can experience by reading and translating texts
in this language.

Let this short insight into Gundert’s literary workshop inspire
many scholars and others to read Taccoli Pattukal and make their
love grow for ballads which are so manifold and rich in Malabar. Let
this volume convince people to collect folk literature, work on it and
make it available to the public.

I appreciate the courage and endeavour of Professor Dr
Scaria Zacharia who has twice taken the pains of prolonged
separation from his family to make available the old Malayalam
manuscripts of which many were collected by Gundert himself and
preserved by the Tuebingen University Library. Now, in writing this
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introduction, my thoughts are often with Scaria Zacharia and his
publishing of the new series whieh contains a lot of material. We
also think of those who are involved in the printing, publishing and
selling process. In Germany we were very pleased that so many
Keralites attended the conference and the Dravidian Seminar in May
1993. A lot of new impulses arose through this conference and
within the people involved in it. We are also lucky that the Gundert
family has preserved many old books, pictures and especially the
letters of Gundert which are now kept in the German Literary
Archives/Schiller National Museum Marbach/Neckar. Only through
these letters it was possible to verify most of Gundert’s books,
booklets, articles and hints. Without them it would have been
impossible to get the striking insight into Gundert’s work and
thought concerning, eg. ballads and folk literature. We are aware
of one fact: the more you work on Gundert, the more thirsty you feel
for getting new information.

1 Cf K K N Kurup, Das Erbe von Hermann Gundert (The Heritage of
Hermann Gundert), in: Bote zwischen Ost und West (Messenger
between East and West), Ulm 1987, p. 35, and Hermann Gundert -
ein Volkskundler (Folklorist), in: Bruecke zwischen Indien und
Europa (Bridge between India and Europe), Ulm 1993, p. 323 f;
Scaria Zacharia, Hermann Gundert und die Malayalam-Folklorein:
Dialog der Kulturen (Dialogue of Cultures), Ulm 1993, p. 29, also in:
Tribal Folklore, Thiruvananthapuram, April 1993, p. 1 f.

2 Diary 4.11.1861; Hermann Gundert, Calwer Tagebuch 1859-1893
(Calw Diary), Stuttgart 1986, p. 199.

34 Hermann Gundert, letter, 10.10.1871; Deutsches Literaturarchiv/
Schiller-Nationalmuseum Marbach am Neckar [Further on “GM”].
4. These four ballads were re-published in Hermann Gundert, Quellen

zu seinem Leben und Werk (Sources of His Life and Work), Ulm 1991,
p. 466-486 = HGS 3.1 [further on “Sources”].

5.  Re-published in: Sources, p. 446-465.

6. GM 24.9.1883.

T Diary 25.1.1843; Hermann Gundert, Tagebuch aus Malabar 1836-
1859 (Diary of Malabar), Ulm 1983, p. 95.

8. Handbuch der Bibelerklaerung (Handbook of Bible Explanation, ed.
by Calwer Verlagsverein, Vol. 1, 5th ed., Calw and Stuttgart 1878, p.
605). A short introduction concerning the origin and the authors of
the fifth edition of the “Calw Bible Explanation” may be given:

At the end of 1877 Gundert began to revise the Calw Bibelwerk,
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and asked other scholars to write comments on the various books of
the Bible. Gundert himself not only edited the work but also wrote
many comments, eg. the comments on the whole New Testament
except Revelation which was commented on by Johannes Hesse.
Gundert gave the four gospels as a synopsis; he had done the same
in Malayalam about thirty years earlier. During the year 1878 many
of his letters show the progress of the Biblework eg: “I have now
finished the gospel history and I am now deep in the acts” (GM
11.3.1878) or: “Concerning the New Testament, the Letter of James
and the First and Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians are
completed, and T am now revising the Letter of Paul to the Galatians
with pleasure” (GM 11.3.1878) or: “Concerning the New Testament,
only the Second Letter of Peter, the Letter of Jude, and the First,
Second and Third letters of John are left to be done” (GM 23.6.1878).
The Old Testament was commented on mainly by others, yet in
editing Gundert put in his thoughts, and some of the comments he
wrote himself. He states: “I succeeded in completing the Old
Testament [of the Biblework]. This happened on October 21st, 1878,
and the appendices are almost ready - one year after beginning it.”
(GM 24.10.1878). In a letter to Herrmann Moegling Gundert listed
the names of the various commentators on the Old Testament.
According to this list the following books of the Old Testament were
commented on by Gundert: The Song of Songs, Lamentations, and
the Book of Daniel. He also wrote the introduction and the appendix
(the latter in cooperation with Rev. Huzel). It may be of interest that
Hermann Moegling commented on the Book of the Prophet
Jeremiah. !
GM 10.8.1828.
GM 10.8.1828. Since it is difficult and not always satisfying to
translate Gundert's German style into English we also give the
German original:

Jakobs Abschied von seinen Soehnen

Hell trat am Firmamente der Sonne erwaermende Scheibe

Aus den Wolken hervor und bestrahlte der Erde Getuemmel

Hell ward’s auch in der Seele des Greisen, er raffte vom Lager

Stark sich auf und sprach mit hohem prophetischem Geiste:

“O Fleisch meines Fleisches, o Bein von meinem Gebeine! 5
Um mich zuhauf, die Jakob gezeugt; was Israel redet,

Euer Vater, das hoert; ich weiss der Vergangenheit Taten,

Was der Zukunft Schleier verhuellt, kennt Israels Seele.
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Klar sind die Augen des Greisen, und helle blickt auf der Vertraute
Gottes Jehovahs, ihn hoert ihr im segnenden Israel’ sprechen, 10
Ihn, der allwissend vernimmt des Stummen verborgne Gedanken

Und das Dunkel des Herzens des, der nicht redet, erforschet!

Ruben! mein erster Sohn, du Kraft der Geborenen Jakobs,
Priesterkoenig! was ist's , das das wankende Herz dir verfuehrte?

Ach, es erhob sich dein Herz, des Ackers Erstlinge wurden 15
Spreu, denn des Vaters Lager hast du mit Frevel entweihet,

Und sein Bette hat dein aufsteigender Fuss geschaendet.

Simeon, Levi/auch ihr? Gemordeter Racheruf dringet

Zu des Vaters Gehoer, und Schwertergeklirre erdroehnet!

Weh, die Erschlagenen stehn, sie stehn vorm Throne Jehovahs, 20
Und auf Israel weist des gastlichen Sichems Bewohner.

Gott, der gerecht du richtest, ich wasche die Haende vom Frevel.

Nicht steh Jakobs Namen bei Levis und Simeons Namen!

Grollend erschlug ihr Arm den Unschuldigen, und der sie liebte,
Mordet ihr Grimm, drum falle auf sie der Fluch der Verdammnis! 25
Und verflucht sei ihr Erbe, zerstreut die Wohnung der Stolzen!
Juda!Du bist der Erwaehlte, der strahlende Ruhm der Deinen,

Deinen Fuss wirst du auf den Nacken der feindlichen Voelker

Setzen, und Jakobs Geschlecht wird die Knie vor dir, Sohn, beugen!
Junger Loewe, wie sind gefallen die Feinde des Loewen! 30
Herrlich ist dein Triumph, im Hinterhalt lauerst du ihnen.

Keiner ist hier, der deiner Gewalt entgegen sich stellte.

Nimmer soll das Scepter von Juda sich wenden, die Krone

Ziere thm immer das Haupt, er herrsche unendliche Zeiten,

Bis dass komme der Held, “dem der Voelker Scharen anhangen! 35
An der Rebe Gewind bind er das Fuellen des Esels,

Und der Eselin Sohn an des Weinstocks kriechende Zweige.

Seine funkelnde Gabe wird Judas Oberkleid traenken

Und der Weinbeere Saft das Gewebe inlaendischer Wolle.

Fuelle des Mosts entzuend’ ihm das Rot der strahlenden Augen, 40
Weisser auch blinken denn Milch die Zaehne von meinem Erzeugten! -
An dem Gestade des Meers sei Sebulons Wohnung, an Sidon

Reiche sein weites Haus, wo an laut aufbrausender Brandung

Bei dem weissen Gekraeusel der Wellen der Schiffe gewoelbte

Flotte anfaehrt und die Kiele von Tyrus den Ozean schneiden. 45
Isaschar gleiche dem ruestigen Esel, dem nuetzlichen Lasttier.

Ruhig lagert er sich in der Mitte der Grenzen des Landes,

Doch da behagt ihm die Ruhe, er hing an dem fruchtbaren Boden,
Liebend, und neigte den Nacken, zum zinsbaren Diener geworden.
Richten wird Dan sein Volk, denn der Magd Sohn gleiche den Soehnen50
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Israels rechtlicher Frauen, der listigen Schlange am Wege

Gleich und der Otter, die lauernd sich birgt am schluepfrigen Fusssteig!
Baeumen wird sich das feindliche Ross, in die Ferse gebissen,
Ruecklings falle sein Reiter.” - Da strahlet ploetzlich ein Seraph.

Ihn entsandte den himmlischen Hoehen der Vater der Menschen, 55
Und er winket dem Dulder. Da breitet er sehnend die Arme:

“Ta, ich warte, o Herr, auf dein Heil.” Aber der Seraph

Schwang sich hinauf. Da leuchtete Glanz von Israels Augen,

Und mit preisender Stimm fuhr er fort, Gad segnend zu reden:
“Ruestiger Krieger wird Gad die bewaffneten Schare zum Kampfe 60
Fuehren, mit Beute hinwieder zum heimischen Herde sie lenken.

Fett sei Assers Getreide und fruchtbar seine Gefilde.

Liebliche Speisen gibt er, von Koenigen wert zu geniessen.

Naphtali, schlank wie der Wuchs der Hindin, die strebend hinanfliegt;
Schoen und behende seh ich von meinem Sohne die Soehne. 65
Wachse, mein Joseph, du sprosst wie der gruenende Zweig an der Quelle.
Ueber die ragende Mauer erstreckt sich der Sprossen Belaubung.

Zwar ihn reizten die Schuetzen und richteten feindliche Pfeile

Und verfolgten mir ihn, fest blieb sein Geschoss, und der Arme

Kraft waechst stark durch die Haende Jehovahs, des Helden in Jakob,70
Treuer Hueter des heiligen Steins von Israels Schwachheit.

Trost kam dir von dem Gott deines Vaters und Huelfe vom Hoechsten,
Rat vom Allmaechtigen, Segen von oben vom Himmel und Segen

Von der Tiefe und Segen von Bruesten und Leibern der Muetter.
Hoeher steigen die Segen des dich umarmenden Vaters 75
Als die Segen der ewigen Hoehen, nach ewigen Huegeln

Brennet dein Herz, so moegen sie sein auf dem Haupt meines Sohnes,
Triefen vom Scheitel des herrlichen Fuersten der anderen Brueder—
Wie ein Wolf wird Benjamin rauben, Geraubtes am Morgen

Fressen, des Abends jedoch wird die Beute den Bruedern er teilen.” 80
So sprach Israel - grau, ehrwuerdig. Ihm laechelt der Seraph,

Und es fuehlte die Naehe des Lebenabmaehenden Jakob:

“Meiner wartet mein Volk, ich werde zu ihnen versammelt

An der Vaeter Raub, ein Acker, von Ephron erkaufet,

In der zwiefachen Hoehle, da modre mein Koerper, der Geist nicht. 85
Abraham haben daselbst der Traurenden Haende beerdigt,

Sarah daselbst, seine Gattin; dort Isaak, zur Seite Rebekka,

Seine getreue Gemahlin; dort ruht auch Lea im Frieden.

Kinder, des Vaters Gebet fuehr euch zur ewigen Wohnung.”

Matt sank auf sein Lager zurueck der Held in Jehovah, 920
Kuerzer auch schwand der Atem, die segnenden Haende erschlafften,
Eisern brach das Aug’, es stockt das Blut in der Ader.
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Jetzt umhuellt den Dulder das schaurige Dunkel des Todes.

Weinend umstanden das starre Gerippe die Soehne der Hoffnung.

Doch der gelaeuterte Geist schwang sich zu den ewigen Hoehen
Strahlend, strahlender stets in hohem verklaerendem Glanze,

Bis an dem Throne der ewigen Liebe, die hier er geliebet

Und zu erblicken gesehnt, er schaut sprachlosen Entzueckens,
Wo sich der Seele Empfindung in ein Halleluja aufloeset.

11 GM 1827 end.
12 Cf. Sources, p. 387-413, reprint of Gundert’s original.
13 GM 9.8.1829.
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