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‘Because meaning refuse to lie still, the author cannot be
regarded as authoritative... Also like God, the author is now
understood as creating texts whose chief importance perhaps de-
rives from the response they solicit and we make to them.' (Atkins
1985:91)
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The persistence of these and other religious-cultural ef-
fects testifies amply to what seem to be necessary features of
human life, the need for certainty, group solidarity, and a sense of
communal belonging. Sometimes of course these things are bene-
ficial. Stillitis also true that what a secular attitude enables a sense
of history and of human production along with a healthy skepti-
cism about the various official idols venerated by culture and by
system is diminished, if not eliminated, by appeals to what cannot
be thought through and explained, except by consensus and
appeals to authority...

When you see influential critics publishing major books
with titles like The Genesis of Secrecy, The Great Code, Kabbalah
and Criticism, Violence and the Sacred, Deconstruction and
Theology, you know you are in the presence of a significant
trend...The cost of this shift, which began four decades ago in the
ahistorical manifestly religious aestheticism of the New Criti-
cism, is unpleasant to contemplate... Once an intellectual, the
modern critic has become a cleric in the worst sense of the word.
How their discourse can once again colletively become a truly
secular enterprise is, it seems to me, the most serious question
critics can be asking one another.'
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Literature and religion exist in positive relation rather than

absolute difference because, as Derrida writes in Of Grammatol-

ogy "the intelligible face of the sign remains turned toward the

word and the face of God...The sign and divinity have the same

place and time of birth. The age of the sign is essentially theologi-

cal" (pp 13-14). If this is so, the sign, and texts made of signs,

cannot be de-sedimented: that is, theological concerns are so

deeply inscribed in the language of the West (at least) that they

cannot be removed no matter how hard we try. The sign is simply

coeval with God. (Atkins 1985:95)
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'As forms of possibility, in other words, both literature and
religion invite us to consider what might be in relation to what is,
to think of the same in relation to an-other. They allow us to
contemplate stories of human lives and relations "as if"they were
our own, thus creating possibilities for us, a necessary sense of
otherness. Possibility is, then, another term for the otherness that
religion and literature some what differently mediate' (Atkins
1985:98-99)
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‘To view art as a means to end is to reduce it to a tool. And we have
seen that any genuine work of art is essentially different from a tool whose
form and matter are meant to subserve usefulness. The work of art, on the
contrary, is an pre-eminent manner in which truth as the disclosure of the
Being of beings becomes a historical, or more correctly, a historical event.
Far from being a means to an end, it is the primordial light which makes
possible all perception of means and ends. Art opens up a vista that lies on
a deeper level than do the means and ends of day to day life.' (Kappen
1994:93)
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Comparative Methods in Indological

Studies of Germany
by
Albrecht Frenz

In his article Cultural Relations of India, W. Halbfass remarks that 'the
cultural meeting between India and the West initiated crucial impulses for
the development of several comparative disciplines, especially in com-
parative linguistics, comparative research of mythology, science of relig-
ion and recently in comparative philosophy'’. The relationship between
India and the West has been strengthened by the Moslems. Long ago they
had brought the Indian figures along with the “null” and the decimal system
to Europe. In the 11th century Indian tales and legends found their way into
western countries and literature through al-Biruni’s itineraries.

Since the beginning of the last century Philologists have done a lot
of research especially concerning old Indian scripts by translating them
and composing grammars and dictionaries. Like the other philological dis-
ciplines—including Old and New Testament philology—German Indol-
ogy, mainly Sanskrit philology, used the literary historical method to make
the old texts accessible. The intensive study of the Old Testament Hebrew
led to a new method of interpreting these texts: the form-critical method.
This method opened new ways for a comparative approach to old and new
texts. One of the first Old Testament scholars who developed this method
was Hermann Gunkel in his commentary on Genesis.

As time passes more and more scholars of Indian philology are
becoming aware of the form-critical method, especially when comparing
similar texts and Ideologies. In his article Citz and Nous, Paul Hacker,
theologian and indologist, compares Vedanta and Vedantism with Neopla-
tonism. Hacker starts with the explanation of the words cif and nous. He
says, 'The meanings of the two words are connected by little more than the
fact that both are usually translated by one and the same Western word...
Iwishto explain, or atleast to make a first attempt at explaining, to students
of Neoplatonism, what is meant by cit, and to the Indologist, by what means
Neoplatonism ... tried to give approximate expression to that reality which
the Indian term faces.? Hacker felt that there was a need of comparison, yet
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he did not have the tools of modern linguistics to come to a breakthrough.
He concludes, ' In these two, and probably even in more respects, the study
of Vedantism and Neoplatonism... seems to be of great relevance in our
time, provided we recognize the value of great tradition in general and of
metaphysics in particular.”

Anyhow, Hacker was one of the first who introduced modern
methods to German Indology. He compared texts of the same genre saying
that a legend, a myth, a tract etc. has a spiritual form. Such a form is
changeable. The changes have historical and spiritual motives. Philology
can and must strive for the proof and the description of these motives.*
Hacker’s methodological understanding was adopted by various indolo-
gists. They continued to develop further the comparative method in Indian
studies, to deepen the knowledge and to broaden the horizon of Indian
philology in Europe. In the beginning of his article Some Notes on the Study
of Ancient-Indian Religious Terminology , J. Gonda says,' Those students
of comparative history of religions who are acquainted with the history of
research in the special field of ancient Indian Weltanschauung... will have
noticed that our knowledge of, and insight into, Vedic religion largely
depend on a correct understanding of a considerable number of Indian
words and phrases, many of which have now been debated for nearly a
century. They will have observed that not rarely opinions on the exact sense
of important religious terms continue to diverge widely, and in other cases
solutions offered with much self-confidence and suggestiveness appear to
be, sooner or later, open to justifiable criticism."

Gonda shows the changes which have taken place in the discipline
of indological studies in Germany and the whole of Europe. He says: “Eyes
were opened to the possibility of distinguishing semantic ‘structures’ and
‘structurations’... It has been found that the ‘meanings’ of the elements of
a vocabulary group themselves so as to constitute wholes which are to a
certain extent organized, the constituents maintaining mutual relations to
each other as well as to the whole. There are ‘microstructures’: ‘meanings’
which are complex, consisting of semantic aspects, grouped round a
‘kernel’; there are also macrostructures or ‘fields’ composed of groups of
words which are in some way or other— morphologically, notionally, etc.
—more closely associated.”

Explaining further, Gonda points out the difference between the old
and the new understanding of meaning: "We now know that ‘words’ do not
mean ‘things’. ‘Meaning’ is, in brief, a reciprocal relation between name...
and sense..., between symbol and ‘thought’ or ‘reference’, which enables
them to call up one another, the ‘idea’ or ‘reference’ relating to the ‘thing
itself.””” The relation of a term, a sentence, a phrase or a text within its
context and in comparison with similar occurrences in other texts, scrip-
tures and writings broadens the interpreter’s and the listener’s or reader’s
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historical, philosophical, linguistic and cultural ranges of knowledge.

In the 4th edition of his book The Form-Critical Method, Klaus
Koch, Professor of Old Testament and Science of Religion at the Univer-
sity of Hamburg, gives a short historical survey of the difference between
synchronic and diachronic. He shows the insufficiency of classical gram-
mar and lexicography and their being outdated by the form-critical method
and linguistics. In the 19th century the common understanding was that a
language consisted of word forms and syntax and that people knowing the
grammar and dictionary knew the language. In the 20th century this view
has become outdated. Modern structural linguistics strives to outdate the
isolating derivatives and classification of single phenomenons. It seeks to
unite the highly contradictory fields of grammar and lexicography by
looking at an individual language as a multi-dimensional structural unit, as
an immense system of relations and meanings. Nowadays there is a
common understanding that language first has to be examined in its
wholeness and in the cross-section of its contemporary structures. This is
called the synchronic investigation. If the synchronic examination is
followed by a study of the language from the historical point of view, it is
called the diachronic investigation.® ‘

Peter Schreiner, now Professor of Indology at the University of
Zuerich, introduced methods which have been developed in Old Testa-
ment exegesis into the exegesis of old Indian texts, especially when he
investigated the Visnupuranain his habilitation thesis. When he deals with
the linguistic analysis of the Visnupurana he recognizes 'that there are
hardly any preliminary studies for incorporating a linguistic analysis of the
puranic texts into a text analysis and for evaluating the results of observa-
tions concerning vocabulary, metrics, style or the usage of certain genres
and forms in order to come to a historical interpretation of texts, for
instance as sources of the history of texts or of religion.”

In the investigation of the Puranas the method of comparing texts
held good in separating earlier from later text material. For the understand-
ing of the text, the general, the stereotyped must be distinguished from the
special, the unique by comparison. All steps of text analysis are assump-
tions for a comparison of texts on the respective level. There is a hierarchy
of levels.Taking seriously this hierarchy means describing separately all
texts compared before making the comparisons.'®

According to Schreiner the specific problems of this level of
Investigation in text analysis arises from the Hindu understanding of
tradition. The origin of Indian texts, Schreiner says, can be understood
synchronically. But so far western Indologists interpreted these texts
diachronically only. Therefore in interpreting the Puranas the main prob-
lems seems to be the integration of the synchronic and the diachronic pro-
cedure.!!
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As mentioned before Schreiner sees the main problem in, 'the
integration of the synchronic and the diachronic procedure...since dia-
chrony does no justice to the Indian understanding of tradition and
synchrony does no justice to the awarness of methods and problems in
philological Indology."* The reason for this, Schreiner says, is that the
results of the form-critical method developed in the Old Testament
exegesis do not always completely fit in; eg, with the Purana exegesis,
because the Indian understanding of tradition is different from the Hebrew
understanding of tradition. Schreiner sees the problems but does not take
into account that most of Old Testament texts go back to an oral tradition
which is similar to and therefore comparable with the Indian tradition.
Koch’s opinion that the synchronic procedure, which means the form-
critical method, is superior to the diachronic procedure, which is the
literary-critical method, is also valid for old Indian texts, eg, the Puranas.

Compared to the literary-critical method the main advantage of the
form-critical method is that not only does it give the possibility of
interpreting the text concerning its original setting, but that it also gives a
holistic view. Interpreting the Deluge Story according to the form-critical
method Klaus Koch introduces his essay thus:

"The encounter of the world-religions is a phenomenon with
which, at the end of our 20th century, every kind of theology must be
concerned. In past centuries people lived together in closed societies.
Of course there was an exchange of material goods among different
societies, but scarcely a mental or even a religious exchange. So
every religion could consider the other one as wrong or even as a lie,
a work of evil spirits; only one’s own religion contained truth and
salvation. This was the attitude of former times. Nowadays, the
increasing moving of thousands of people from one place to another
brings the adherents of different religions in closer contact than atany
former time. Increasing trade connections among the nations com-
bined with scientific exchange are raising new question(s) regarding
the truth of religion in general and the truth of specific religions. Con-
siderations as to whether there is a relationship among the many
religions have gained more than a theoretical significance. It be-
comes also important in view of the immense ethical tasks with
which the whole humankind is confronted today.”'*

Two aspects—the original setting and the holistic pattern—haveto
be taken into account whenever we speak of the form-critical method. This
statement opens the possibilities of comparing all kinds of literature
without losing the original meaning and identity of a text. Therefore it is
logical that comparative linguistics and comparative science of epics are
getting more and more popular. In his essay Brothers, Fi riends, and
Charioteers: Parallel Episodes in the Irish and Indian Epics, Alf Hiltebe-
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itel compares similar texts and forms in Indo-European epics. He shows
five points which can be compared: “The first, and the widely
accepted...starting point for further inquiry, was the recognition of mythic
traits concerning trifunctional groups of Indo-European deities transposed
onto the Pandavas and Draupadi...Second, varying arguments have been
presented that the central drama of the epic involves the transposition of an
Indo-European eschatological myth into heroic terms...Third, the main
narrative of the epic itselfhas been shown to have striking correspondences
with other Indo-European epic (as distinct from mythic) traditions, most
notable with the Norse Battle of Bravellir.. Fourth the Epic includes
independent tales outside its main narrative that seems to be the Indian
variants (Yayati, Vasu Uparicara, Madhavi) of Indo-European
prototypes...And fifth, certain singular episodes within the larger main
narrative seem to be the Indian variants of heroic gestures, here involving
not primal kings but warriors and champions”, 4

Hiltebeitel shows the results of the form-critical method. In order
to get to know how this methods came into the sight of modern text
interpretation we have to explain its development from the beginning till
today.

In the form-critical method Klaus Koch brought a breakthrough.
The old texts were no longer investigated only philologically and histori-
cally, but they were also understood in their context and then compared
with similar passages in related texts and literature. Formerly in the
literary-critical method the aim had been to go deeper and deeper into the
details of a word, of an expression or of a passage of a narration. Now the
form-critical methods looked at an expession or a text from its Sitz im
Leben (setting in life).

Before we proceed any further, I think I should outline the history
of this method as a critical tool.

In his book the Form-Critical Method, Klaus Koch starts with the
question: What is form criticism? 'S and gives the answer: 'The German
word Formgeschichte appears as a technical term for the first time in 1 919
in the book title Die Formgeschichte des Evangeliums by M. Dibelius, and
quickly established itself as the name of a recognised method of biblical
exegesis. Dibelius was inspired by Herman Gunkel, who has introduced
form-critical methods of biblical schoalrship as much as twenty years
earlier, although under the name of Gattungsforschung(research into
literary types), or Literaturgeschichte (history of literature). Gunkel is the
real pioneer of this branch of literary research.'16

As preliminary facts Koch points out that ‘Everything which is
written or printed falls into literary types... The spoken word also, whether
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formal or informal falls into fixed literary types.' 7 He also states that,
'speech is characterised more by formulas. A formula is a short form of a
literary type. It is often used as an introduction or as a mark of identifica-
tion for a more elaborate literary type...Thus a literary type is indicated by
the typical characteristics of an individual linguistic unit, whereas a
formula is a set of connecting words."®

Itmust also be taken into consideration 'thatliterary types play a far
greaterrole in the writings of an ancient people than they do today and that
whereas in modern literature the personality of the writer is everything, or
appears to be everything, in those days it was kept in restraint in a way
which almost surprises us.' **

Koch correctly says that literary types are not static but changing
constantly: 'Some are forgotten and fall into disuse and others take their
place. The changes not only affect their actual existence, their basic
construction, linguistic forms, introductions and conclusions, but ‘the
extent of their self-sufficiency also. One literary type can be united with
another or can be taken up into another...Therefore, whether in speech or
in writing, there are component literary types, which build up into complex
literary types. Formulas in particular, which are the smallest units of
speech, are nearly always linked to or are part of greater literary types.'?’

Logically, Koch concludes: 'Each exegesis must therefore not only
define the literary type, but also discover whether this literary type is
associated with other, perhaps complex, literary types. ®!

As mentioned earlier, setting in life is the key for understanding the
form-critical methods. Koch says, 'Each literary type corresponds to a
setting in life (Sitz im Leben), as Gunkel termed it. The regulations and
~ needs of a particular sphere of existence determine and form the respective
manners of speech and writing, just as in reverse the customary linguistic
forms help to determine the face of a particular way of life. Therefore it is
no indication of an excessive phantasy in the mind of a nation if its literature
consists of innumerable types and formulas intermingled with one another,
butitis merely an expression of the complexity of human accomplishment.
Analysis of literary types, or the form-critical method, rests on the
assumption that each individual literary type as long as it preserves its own
vitality, has a particular content and particular forms of expression, and
that these two are closely connected’. 22

A setting in life comprehends a number of literary types, each
meeting a particular function. Koch states: 'Hence a setting in life compre-
hends a number of literary types, in near or distant relationship to each
other, each fulfilling a particular function. A setting in life is a social
occurence, the result of customs prevailing in one particular culture at one
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particular time, and which has granted such an important role to the
speaker and his hearers, or the writer and his readers, that particular
linguistic forms are found necessary as a vehicle for expression.’*

The statements Koch makes for the biblical exegesis are also true
for all old texts: 'Form criticism is only a few decades old, but already it has
made its impact: no biblical text can be adequately understood without a
consideration of the setting in life of its literary type. And vice versa: no
way of life in ancient Israel and in the early Christian community can be
exhaustively detailed without a thorough study of all literary types relating
to it. To establish the setting in life of a text the following questions must
be posed: "Who is speaking? Who is listening? What is the prevailing
mood? What effect is sought?" 24

Again we can apply to Indian philology what Koch concludes in his
chapter Relationship to the Ancient Oriental and Hellenistic Cultic and
Social History: 'If the language of the Bible brings us reliable information
about the revelation of the one God and about the ultimate determination
of human existence, the form it takes has not only been greatly influenced
by the languages of the ancient world but also by the cultic and social
conditions of the nations who were the neighbours of Israel and the early
‘Christian church. It is not enough to show how Israel and early Christianity
differed from the neighbouring nations and cultures; it is just as essential
to determine exactly how they were connected, intellectually as well as
institutionally. Only then will the form-critical recognition of the link
between literary type and setting in life, between language and external
history, have serious theological meaning'»

As soon as texts or literary types experience a transition to other
setting in life, they continue to exist—at least for some time. This is evident
especially when a particular setting in life or even a whole way of living
comes to an end and the literary types are severed from their place of origin.
Koch explains: 'Because of the close connection between speech and life
any change in a setting in life, and therefore in national, economic,
religious and cultural history, will result in changes in the litererary types.
Gunkel brought out this link very strongly with regard to the folk-sagas of
Genesis: "When a new race arrives and changes the outward conditions of
life, or displaces the customary lines of thought whether on religious or
moral ideals or the conception of beauty, then in the long run the national
saga must also change. % For the context in Kerala this is expecially evident
when Sanskrit texts or texts of any other Indian language are incorporated
into Malayalam. It is fascinating to trace the course of a tradition back to
its earliest stages. In order to achieve a real understanding of a text it is
essential to look deeper into it and not merely study its present form. Koch
correctly says: 'The most critical moment with all traditions which were
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originally oral is without doubt the point at which they were written down,
for then the wording becomes fixed and is no longer readily alterable. At
this stage it usually happens that they not only lose their self-sufficiency
but nearly always change their literary type as a result of losing previous
characteristics of form.' ¥ When the oral tradition was written down the
writer changed the text according to his language and time. Koch says:
'They added explanatory details, perhaps chronological, or geographical.
They provided the text with a central theme, thus giving it unity. This was
what the first writers accomplished.' 2 Later editors worked in a similar
way till the text gained its final shape. Koch writes: 'Redaction history
therefore follows the work of both the first writer and the subsequent
redactors. It traces the path the unit has taken from the time it was first
written down until the time it achieved its final literary form. Therefore,
whenever the written transmission of units is reckoned to have been long,
the study of its redaction history is essential. In fact, any text which calls
for a study of its transmission inevitably requires a study of its redaction
also.'  The form critical analysis comes to an end when the redaction
history is studied exhaustively. Koch say: 'By tracing the redaction history
of a linguistic unit we follow the changes that take place within it when it
was written down, its subsequent redaction, until it reaches its final form.

In the postscript to the 4th edition of his book on the form-critical
method Klaus Koch shows the linguistic consequences of this method:
'Linguistic surveys confirm form-critical results and develop them
further...but they also question them to a great extent. *'. The further
development Koch says, may end up in a theory of language, eg a
theological theory of language (Which is not yet existent). This leads me
to the conclusion that it may respectively end up in an itihasic theory of
language or in a novel theory of language etc.

Kochdeals with usage of language(parole) and individual language
as linguistic competence(langue). He quotes Ferdinand de Saussure who
taught in Geneva in the beginning of this century and who gave a new
orientation to the science of linguistics. Saussure distinguished the real
usage of language (parole) in a speech or a text from the background of the
total linguistic material of an individual language(langue). Koch deduces
that a speech or a text can be examined in two ways: firstly, as linear chains
running chronologically, i.e. the syntagmatic method; secondly in regard-
ing each part of a linguistic unit within references and associations of the
speaker(writer) and the listener(reader), i.e., the paradigmatic method. In
the paradigmatic method words of the same part of speech are compared
with words with related or opposite meanings. Therefore there is no ling-
uistic chain but an associative field. Nowadays the science of linguistics

31



tics seeks a breakthrough to the more or less subconscious infrastructures
which are present with in each speaker and listener.* Then Koch explains
the double aspect of the linguistic sign: term and conception. Wherever
language is used it serves a certain intention. A linguistic symbol has
always two sides: the term and the conception. eg the sequence of sounds
t-r-e-e is not merely a thing in our surroundings but also combined with our
conception of this thing. Term and conception are examined separately to
a great extent by modern linguistics which was not done by traditional
grammar. The latter was determined by the contents whereas the modern
grammar is formalistic and possibly uses terms of structure.* Next, Koch
deals with sound, word, sentence, levels or steps of language.* For Koch
the composition of a sentence is more than the sum of its individual words.
A sentence consists of constituents and has to be subdivided. Desiring to
speak means to have made up one’s mind in order to express oneself in a
linguistic form, ie, in a sentence. Traditional grammar examines the
surface structure whereas the generative transformational grammar —
according to Noam Chomsky — investigates the structure of the back-
ground. ** Koch shows the steps of text and form or genre. The ongoing
discussion in the science of literature shows that the field of the form-
critical method is entered as soon as the structure of literature is questioned
and not only the aesthetic evaluation. Units consisting of more than one
sentence are nowadays called text in Europe whereas in America the
corresponding term is utterance or discourse. Koch quotes P. Hartmann
who remarked that it is not the sentence but the text which is 'the isolated
occurence of a functioning language' and as such the 'original linguistic
symbol.' For 'language occurs as text only if functional and functioning
complexes are being expressed.' *

Finally, Koch looks at the sociology of language and literature. It
is important to work out the step of form or genre because only from this
step the connection of the language with other kinds of human interactions
can be seen. Forms or genres are sociological facts. They belong to asetting
in life and, in a further sense, to a certain field of life. The connections
between linguistics and linguistic sociology, between the science of
literature and literary sociology, should be developed further.' *'.

As a result of the form-critical method new commentaries were
published. In the title of these books the new method becomes obvious, eg
in a commentary series consisting of twenty-four volumes: The Forms of
the Old Testament Literature (FOTL).* The glossaries of this series do not
give the traditional headwords, but ‘Genres' (forms) or 'Formulas'. Under
'genres’ we find mentioned: ‘Anecdote’, 'Annals’, 'Battle Story', 'Farewell
Speech’, 'Historical Story', 'Itinerary’, 'Letter', 'Oath’, 'Oracle’, 'Register’,
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etc. Under ‘Formulas' there are 'Acclamation Formula', 'Assistance
Formula', 'Greeting Formula', 'Messenger Formula', 'Oracle Formula'.**

The form-critical method does not solve all text problems but
makes us aware of them. In the preface to his commentary on 2 Kings,
Burke O.Long says that “the reader should be aware of some of the
limitations under which I, and I believe all modern critics, must work. The
notions of unity, formal coherence and meaning I take not so much as
qualities somehow contained within the text, awaiting discovery. Rather
look upon them as aids to making sense of what I read. Furthermore terms
that suggest a creative mind behind the biblical text, such as
intention, ...writer, or author...are partly misleading. They encourage us to
ignore our active involvement in reading analysis, interpretation, and
criticism. These images of a single writer, or even multiple editors, are
really shorthand codes for an authorial presence.' “

The editors of FOTL, Rolf P. Knierim and Gene M.Tucker, say in
their preface to the book of Ezekiel: 'If the results of form criticism are to
be verifiable and generally intelligible, then the determination of typical
forms and genres, their settings and functions, has to take place through the
analysis of the forms in and of the texts themselves. This leads to two
consequences for the volumes in this series. First, each interpretation of a
text begins with the presentation of the structure of that text in outline. The
ensuing discussion of this structure attempts to distinguish the typical from
the individual or unique elements, and to proceed on this basis to the
determination of the genre, its setting, and its intention. Traditio-historical
factors are discussed throughout this process where relevant. eg. is there
evidence of a written or oral stage of the material earlier than the actual text
before the reader?*!.

The various commentators apply the form-critical method to all the
books of the Old Testament and show the rules by which the texts are
commented. Knierim and Tucker continue: the interpretation of the texts
accepts the fundamental premise that we possess all texts basically at their
latest written stages — technically speaking, at the levels of the final
redactions. Any access to the texts, therefore, must confront and analyse
that latest edition first, i.e., a specific version of thatedition as represented
in a particular text tradition. Consequently, the commentary proceeds from
the analysis of the larger literary corpora created by the redactions back to
any prior discernible stages in their literary history. Larger units are
examined first, and then their subsections. Therefore, in most instances the
first unit examined in terms of structure, genre, setting, and intention is the
entire biblical book in question; next the commentary treats the individual
larger and then smaller units.*
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Through the form-critical method the traditio-historical method is
not pushed aside but integrated as a very useful basis for getting new
scientific findings. In the preface to his commentary on 1 and 2 Chronicles,
Simon de Vries points out: Devoted by design to structure, genre, and
intention, this commentary aims to fill a large, too long tolerated gap. This
Is not to deny, however, that it has been vastly enriched by commentaries
of the ordinary type, which actually do at times offer important insights into
matters of form and tradition criticism, but which have been relied on here
mainly for historical, textual, and philological analysis. 4*

If the form-critical method is applied to the old Indian texts many
new discoveries will be achieved. But the task is so enormous that the
German indologists cannot fulfil it alone. Therefore especially Indian
scholars are asked to strengthen their efforts in publishing new commen-
taries. To achieve this aim a great help could especially come from the so
far often neglected Dravidian part of Indology, that means that South
Indian linguists should strengthen their endeavours to make their contribu-
tion to the new understanding arising from the form-critical method.

To give anexample for the global aspect of the form-critical method
we come back to the deluge story commented by Klaus Koch. The deluge
story presupposes that the flood covered the whole globe but it is almost
certain that the deluge story of Genesis was a huge flood in the Meso-
potamian lowlands only. But astonishingly the Mesopotamian versions
and even the Indian versions presuppose an overflooding of the globe.*
There are about 250 deluge stories from different parts of the world. Most
of them speak of a global overflooding.

Koch states that 'the deluge expresses a human basic experience
with a symbolic meaning.'* Water is a telling symbol of life and at the same
time the most telling symbol of chaos. Most of the deluge stories share the
opinion that there is a divine power maintaining order against chaos.
Therefore they are not mere historical reports but they express a human
basic experience. Man has the inclination to consider his own — often
limited — world as the whole world.

In 1872 a certain George Smith read the paper ‘The Chaldean
Account of Genesis’ which marked a turning point in the history of Old
Testament exegesis and at the same time for exegesis of all old texts. The
paper clearly shows that the Babylonian deluge story is much older than the
one given in Genesis.*

In the Satapatha Brahmana another deluge story is mentioned. The
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form-critical method points out that there must have been an older version
from where the Satapatha Brahmana took it. In the Mahabharata there is
also a deluge story connected with Manu and the fish. The facts point to
Vishnu’s incarnation as matsya, the fish. Here it is not the task to interpret
the story farther. But it is clear that the method of form-criticism opens the
approach to all kinds of texts, genres or forms and formulas. Similarities,
dependencies and supplements can be examined. They give a picture of the
culture, religion and language of the whole mankind.

Koch sums up:' It seems clear to me that the Hindu deluge story
depends on a Mesopotamian pre-stage as well as the Hebrew deluge-
accounts. Both of them, the Hebrews and the Hindus, have undertaken
deep alterations. It is amazing that in Israel and in India there is a strong
tendency to unify the divine background of this deep break in the ages of
the world and to ask for the special righteousness of the human hero who
is saved alone."’

All old texts go back to an oral tradition and have asetting in life(Sitz
im Leben). In Investigating the various text levels the particular and
especially the social background becomes obvious. Since the form-critical
method opens the chance to compare respective text-forms of all cultures
it has a holistic perspective.
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