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FOREWORD

The need fora hand book on the districts of Kerala has
been felt for some time, especially with the existing ones of the
Dept. getting out of print. With the advancement on the travel,
tourism and communication fronts, the demand for an updated
hand book on the districts, has been on the increase. It is in this
context that a new series of District Hand Books have been
decided upon, by the Department of Public Relations.

It is hoped that this book would cater to the
requirements of the tourist as well as the general public, who seek
a handy booklet containing basic information about B528putam
district. SR

Suggestions for improvement are welcome.

G. GOPALA KRISHNAN
Thiru\{ana_nthapuram DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
22-07-1996° (in-Charge)



uilon or Kollam, an old sea port town on the Arabian coast, stands

Q on the Ashtamudi lake. Kollam, the erstwhile Desinganadu, had

a sustained commercial reputation from the days of the Phoenicians and

the Romans. Fed by the Chinese trade, it was regarded by Ibn Batuta, as

one of the five chief ports, which he had seen in the course of his travels
during a period of twenty four years, in the 14th Century.

The rulers of Kollam (Desinganadu) and China, exchanged
embassies and there was a flourishing Chinese settlement at Kollam.
Merchant Sulaiman of Siraf in Persia (9th Century) found Kollam to be
the only port in India, touched by the huge Chinese junks, on his way from
Canton to Persian Gulf. Marco Polo, the great Venician traveller, who was
in Chinese Service under Kublahan in 1275, visited Kollam and other
towns on the west coast, in his capacity as a Chinese mandarin.

SHORT HISTORY

The Portuguese were the first Europeans to establish a trading
centre at Kollam in 1502. Then came the Dutch followed by the British
in 1795. A British garrison was stationed at Kollam in pursuance of a
treaty between Travancore and the British.

Velu Thampi Dalawa of Travancore, did much for the improvement
of Kollam town. He built new bazars and invited merchants from Madras
and Tirunelveli to settle here. Kollam later became the capital of the
enlightened and liberal rulers of Desinganad. It was also the nerve centre
of the rebellion organised by Velu Thampi against the British.

Once a city of palaces, Kollam has been known to the outside.
world, by the time honoured proverb, “Once you have seen Kollam you
would no more need your illam (home)”.

]

5



TOPOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

The district is situated on the south west coast of India. It extends
from latitude 9° 28' N fo 8° 45' and longitude 76° 28' to 77° 17" N. The
district is bound on the north by Alappuzha district, north east, by the
Pathanamthitta district, east, by Thirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu,
South, by Thiruvananthapuram district and on the west, by the Arabian

'Sea. The area of the district is 2,491 sq. kms. and in area the district ranks
seventh in the State.

Two rivers, Kallada and Ithikkara, flow through this district. The
Sasthamcotta lake, the only major fresh water lake in the State, is here.
Two other major lakes are the Ashtamudi kayal and the Paravoor kayal,
Edava and Nadayara kayals lie partly in this district.

The district has a tropical humid climate, with an oppressive
summer and plentiful seasonal rainfail. The hot season, lasting from
March to May, is followed by the southwest monsoon from June to
September. The northeast monsoon occurs from October to November.
The rest of the year is generally dry.

FORESTS

The area under forest in Kollam district is 1100 sq. kms. and it
falls in Thenmala, Punalur and a portion of Achencoil forest division.
Thenmala Range, Aryankavu Rangeand Shendurney Sanctuary Constitue
the Thenmala division. Achencoil Range, Kallar Range and Kanayar
Range, make up the Achencoil division while Punalur division includes
Pathanapuram and Anchal Ranges. Teak and Softwood form the major
forest plantations in the district. |

MINERAL RESOURCES

The district is immensely rich in mineral resources. The beach
sands of the district have concentrations of heavy minerals like [lmenite,
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Rutile, Monosite and Zircon which offer scope of exploitation for
industrial purpose.

Besides, large deposits of China clay in Kundara, Mulavana and
Chathannoor, there are also lime shell deposits in Ashtamudi lake,
Baugxite deposits in Adichanallur and desseminated graphite in Punalur.

POPULATION

Sex ratio (defined as the number of females per 1000 males)
shows a fluctuating trend from decade to decade. Taking the population
in the district as a whole in 1941, 1971, 1981 and 1991, females
outnumber males. In all other decades there was a ponderance of males
over females. According to the 1991 census there are 1043 females for
every 1000 males, while it was 1022 in 1981 census. The scheduled castes
and scheduled tribe population of the district came to 3.057 lakhs and
0.038 lakhs respectively.

The density of population of the district has increased from 871
persons per sq. kms. in 1981 to 963 in 1991. The total population of the
district is 23.98 lakhs. In population, the district ranks sixth in the state.

According to 1991 census, this district has a literacy rate of
90.47% against 72.95% in 1981. It was 64.97% in 1971.

The total number of workers in the district is 6,59,650 of which
107,638 are cultivators and 1,53,047 are agricultural labourers.

ADMINISTRATION

The history of the district as an administrative unit can be traced

back to 1835, when the Travancere State consisted of two revenue

- divisions with headquarters at Kollam and Kottayam. At the time of the
integration of Travancore and Cochin in 1949, Kollam was one of the
three revenue divisions in the state. These three revenue divisions were
converted into districts. Shencottah taluk was merged with Madras State
consequent on the implementation of the State Reorganisation Act of

1956.



When Ala-
ppuzha district was
formed in 1957,
Chertala, Ambala-
puzha, Mavelikkara,
Karthikappally,
Chengannur and
Thiruvalla taluks of
Kollam district were
united to the new
district. When
Pathanamthitta district was formed on Ist July 1983, the entire
Pathanamthitta taluk and nine villages of Kunnathur Taluk of the district
were also removed. Now the district has a single revenue division with
headquarters at Kollam. Pathanapuram, Kunnathur, Kottarakkara,
Karunagappally and Kollam are the five taluks in the district. The district
is divided into thirteen development blocks. Kollam, Paravoor and
Punalur are the three municipal towns.

Kolla - Civil Sation

AGRICULTURE

The district has a prominent place in the field of agriculture. The
total extent of land under cultivation is 2,18,267 hectares. The principal
crops are paddy, tapioca, coconut, rubber, pepper, banana, mango and
cashew. About 70 percent of the work force is engaged in agriculture.

Coconut gardens extend to about 75,454 hectares. About three
hundred and forty three million coconuts are produced every year. The
five major crops; paddy, tapioca, coconut, rubber, pepper - are cultivated
in an area of 1,73,847 hectares. Small and marginal farmers constitute
more than 95% of the farming community and the average per family
holding is 0.21 hectare. All the 71 panchayats of the district are covered
by separate Krishi Bhavans.

There is an oil palm plantation at Bharatheepuram near Anchal,
in an area of 4000 hectares, under the Qil Palm India Ltd., a state
government undertaking.



The rehabilitation plantations, another State Government
undertaking, is located at Kulathupuzha near Thenmala.

IRRIGATION

With two rivers, the district is endowed with perennial supply of
water. In order to augment the irrigation potential, several plans were
evolved during 1953 to undertake river basin schemes. Kallada Irrigation
Project, the biggest multipurpose project, undertaken by the State
Government, is intended to utilise the water of Kallada river, mainly for
irrigation purpose in Kollam, adjacent Pathanamthitta and Alappuzha
districts. There is also a proposal to generate S0 M.W. of electricity from
the dam at Thenmala. The Kallada project comprises of, amansonary dam
of 335 m. in length with a maximum height of 81 m. at Parappur in
Thenmala across the river to form a reservoir, a pick up weir and sluices
at Ottakkal. The 69 kms. right bank canal and the 57.75 kms. left bank
canal take off from the pickup weir. It is estimated that the two canals
together will serve an area of 68,000 hectares. The projects are aided by
the World Bank.

Improvement of Perumkulam yelah in Kollam taluk, West Kallada
Scheme in Kunnathur taluk, reclamation of Polachira lake in Kollam taluk
and Ithikkara yelah schemes, are the medium irrigation schemes in the
district.

While major and medium irrigation schemes are being taken up
by the state government directly, individual minor irrigation schemes,
viz., dug-wells, bore-wells, tube-wells, pump sets, drip and sprinkler
irrigation systems are being financed by commercial co-operative banks.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

Kollam district ranks first in livestock wealth in the State. Dairy
farming is fairly well developed. There are 3.12 lakh milch cattle (1987-
88 live stock census). A net-work of one district veterinary centre, 2 poly-
clinics, 48 veterinary dispensaries, 14 veterinary hospitals,” and 167
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artificial insemination centres, cater to the needs of the district. The
number of cows increases annually by five per cent. There are about 65
milk producers co-op. societies and three chilling plants. The chilling
plants are located at Kollam, Kottarakkara and Yeroor. Themilk producers
co-op. societies handle about 3.34 lakh litres per day. Thekerala Livestock
and Dairy Development Board, has a master plan to increase dairying. In
poultry, the district stands third and there is great scope for developing
broiler and layer poultry farms. The district is covered by the Integrated
Dairy Development project. ‘Mini-Dairy’ Special Project is under
implementation, sponsored jointly by MILMA and NABARD.

 FISHERIES

Kollam is an important maritime district of the state with a coast
line of 37.3 kms. Fishing has a prominent place in the economy of the
district. Neendakara and Sakthikulangara are villages which thrive in
fishing. An estimated number of 23,000 persons are engaged in fishing
and allied activities. bheriazheekkal, Alapad, Pandarathuruthu,
Puthenthura, Neendakara, Thangasseri, Eravipuram and Paravoor are
eight among the 26 important fishing villages. There are 24 inland fishing
villages also. Considering the unique location and infrastructure available,
the Government has initiated steps for establishing a fishing harbour at
Neendakara which is expected to augment fish production by 15%.
Average fish landing is estimated to be 85,275 tonnes per year. One third
of the state’s fish catches are from Kollam.

Thereare 93 producer co-operatives, two credit co-operatives and
one marketing co-operative in the fisheries sector. There are 38 Fishermen
Development Welfare Co-op. Societies in the district. Nearly 3000
mechanised boats are operating from the fishing harbour. FFDA and
BFFDA are promoting fresh water fish culture and prawn farming
respectively. A model Fishing Village with 100 houses is coming up at
Eravipuram. A model prawn farm is coming up at Ayiramthengu and a
few new hatcheries are also coming up to cater to the needs of the
aquaculturists. ;
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About 60% of the production of prawn in the state is from this
district.

INDUSTRIES

There are 17
large, and one
medium scale
. industries in the
district, of which, two
are Central
Government under-
takings i.e., the India
Rare Earths, Chavara

and Parvathi Mills | o e

Ltd., Kollam. Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd., Chavara

Kerala Ceramics Ltd., Kundara, Travancore Plywood Industries,
Punalur, Kerala Electricals and Allied Engineering Company, Kundara,
Kerala Premo Pipe Factory Chavara, Kerala Minerals and Metals Limited,
Chavara, United Electrical Industries Kollam, the Kerala Agro-Fruit
Products, Punalur are Kerala Government owned companies. Other major
industries in private/co-operative sector are - Aluminium Industries Ltd.,
Kundara, Thomas Stephen & Co., Kollam, Floorco Paravur, Co-operative
Spinning Mill, Chathannur and Punalur Paper Mills, Punalur. About 8622
SSI units have been registered in the district.

Cashew processing and Coir production are also major industrial
vocations of the district. Handloom industry, Clay and wood based :
industries also contribute to the industrial advancement of the region.

Cashew

Cashew processing is a major industrial activity in the district.
The Kerala State Cashew Development Corporation (KSCDC) is the
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largest processor of cashewnut in the world. Atpresent, it has 34 factories.
K.S.C.D.C. provides employment to more than 26,000 workers.

K.S.C.D.C. exports cashew kernels and cashewnut shell oil. It
also manufactures tannin from cashew testa; a by-product. The available
rawnuts in the state can feed the factories to only one third of its capacity
and hence rawnuts are.imported from abroad.

EDUCATION

The district offers well-developed educational facilities. The rate
of literacy is 90.47%. The educational infrastructure includes 479 lower
primary schools, 213 upper primary schools, 208 high schools, 13 artsand
science colleges, 8 teachers training centres, 2 training colleges 30 ITIs/
ITCs, one junior technical school, one polytechnic and one engineering
college. Besides, there are 1072 anganvadi centres too. All the colleges,
A & S colleges except a junior college at Chavara are in the private sector.

Arts and Science Colleges

S.N. College, Kollam, S.N. College for Women, Kollam, F.M.N.
College, Kollam, T.K.M. College of Arts and Science, Karikode, N.S.S.
College, Nilamel, St. Gregorious College, Kottarakkara, S.N. College,
Punalur, St. Stephen’s College, Pathanapuram, D.B. College,
Sasthamcotta, St. John’s College Anchal, S.N. College, Chathannur,
Government College, Chavara, M.M.N.S.S. College, Kottiyam.

Professional Colleges

" TKM. Engineering College, Kollam, Karmala Rani Training
College, Kollam, Mount Taber Training College, Pathanapuram

PUBLIC HEALTH

The medical facility network is well established in the district
with 9 Govt. Hospitals, 16 Primary Health Centres, 47 Mini Public Health
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Centres in Allopathy, 9 Hospitals, 38 dispensaries in Ayurveda, 3
hospitals and 27 dispensaries in Homeopathy. In addition, there are a
number of Allopathic, Ayurvedic and Homeopathic hospitals and
dispensaries in the private and co-operative sectors.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Community Development schemes have been implemented with
great enthusiasm. These programmes are sponsored/funded by the Govt.
of India, the Govt. of Kerala, or jointly by their agencies, with or without
the finanacial support of credit institutions. The massive poverty alleviation
programme IRDP, the programme aimed at improving the quality of life
of rural women and children living below the poverty line DWCRA, the
programme providing technical and managerial skills to the rural
unemployed youth hailing from the families below the poverty line -
TRYSEM, the programme providing opportunities to the educated
unemployed youth to undertake self-employment ventures - PMRY, have
been extended to all the 13 blocks, of the district. Besides, various
schemes are implemented separately for the welfare of the SC/ST
population.

TRANSPORT
Railways

The district is covered by 132 kms. of railway line, of which 51
kms. are broad guage and 81 kms., metre guage. There are 22 railway
stations of which 9 are onbroad guage line and 13, on the metre guage line.
Kollam is an important railway junction. The Trivandrum-Ernakulam
(via Kottayam and Alappuzha) line pass through Kollam. Kollam is the
terminal junction of Madras - Egmore - Kollam metre guage line.

Road Transport

Kollam has a total 9127 kms. of roads. The National Highway 47
covers a distance of 57.4 kms. in the district. The State Highway, namely,
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Main Central Road, Kollam-Shencottah Road and Punalur-Pala-
Muvattupuzha Road (Main Eastern Highway) with a total length of
266.52 kms. also networks the district.

Kerala State Road Transport Corporation has two district offices
in Kollam.

Water Transport

The water transport department operates boat services to
Muthiraparamb (West Kallada),
Guhanandapuram, Ayiramthengu,

Munrothuruthu and Alappuzha. The
Alappuzha service opens a vast vista of
tourist attraction. A full day onboard
journey through the backwaters provide
an opportunity to witness the natural life

ofthe people around and enjoy the scenic

beauty of the place. Luxury boats, both
of the Government and private parties,
operate from the main boat jetty during
the season. The west coast canal system,
which starts from Thiruvananthapuram
in the south and ends at Hosdurg in the

north, passes through Kollam and

Karunagappally  taluks. The Serene back waters;
Thiruvananthapuram-Shornur canal, a scenery, typical of Kerala
which forms part of the above system,

runs adistance of abqut 62 kms. The other canal are paravur canal, Kollam
canal and Chavara canal. The water transport department of the state,
transports over 70,000 passengers. The daily income in this account is
over Rs. 85,000/-. ’
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Port

Neendakara and Kollam are the two ports in the district, the
former an, intermediary and the latter a minor port. Port operations are
carried out through Neendakara.

POST & TELEGRAPH

There are 4 head post offices, 98 sub post offices, 190 branch post
offices and 52 E.D. post offices in the district. The number of telegraph
officesis 140 and that of telephone exchanges is 54. The central telegraph
office is at Chinnakkada.

MASS COMMUNICATION

There are a number of daily newspapers published from this
district of which, Kerala Kaumudi and Malayala Manorama are morning
dailies and Kerala Rajyam, Vartha Rahasyam, Sayanha Sabdam, Kerala
Malar, Jayasoorya, Prasanthi, Thrikonam, Citizen Times, Yuva Express,
Nattu Vartha and Rashtra Deepika are evening dailies. Kumari,
Kumkumam, Kerala Sabdam and Nana are weeklies and Mahilaretnam,
Kasturi, Chithra Katha (Malayalam and Tamil) and Career, are the
monthlies published from this district. The only fortnightly, is Muthassi.

CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Kollam, the capital of the erstwhile Venad, was a great cente of
learhing and culture. It attracted distinguished scholars from all parts of
South India. Leelathilakam and Unnuneelisandesam, two outstanding
literary works of historical importance, are contributions of 14th Century
. Kollam. The dance form of Kathakali in its new version of Ramanattam
was the creation of Kottarakkara Thampuran, who also improved
Krishnanattam by substituting Malayalam for Sanskrit.

Paravoor K.C. Kesava Pillai, a gifted poet, prose writer, dramatist
and scholar, originated the musical play in Malayalam through his work

3
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Sadarama. His Kesaveeyam, a Mahakavyam, is of outstanding literary
importance. In the history of Malayalam music, he has a prominent place
as a gifted composer of songs. Paravoor Kesavan Asan, the founder editor
of Sujananandini, another prominent literary figure, was a journalist and
a prose writer of eloquence. His Saratchandrika is a contribution to the
study of Ayurvedic system of medicine. E.V. Krishna Pillai, another
literary celebrity has etched his name in the field of humour and satire.
C.V. Kunjuraman, editor of Kerala Kaumudi and Malayalarajyam was a
poet, literary critic, prose writerand a journalist of outstanding distinction.

Comingto modern times, Elamkulam Kunjan Pillai and Sooranadu
Kunjan Pillai, noted literary historians and poets like O.N.V. Kurup,
Thirunalloor Karunakaran, Punalur Balan, novelistand poet Lalithambika
Antharjanam are some of the literary luminaries hailing from this district.

Leaders like T.M. Varghese , C. Kesavan, Kumbalathu Sanku
Pillai, N. Sreekantan Nair, R. Shankar and C.M. Stephen who played
prominent roles in shaping the socio-political destiny of the State, are also
from this district. The district gave birth to well known freedom fighters
like Chandiran Kali Ambi (Kadakkal Manthri) and Franco Raghavan
Pillai.

IMPORTANT RELIGIOUS CENTRES

Kollam district has a number of pilgrim centres. The temples
dedicated to the Sastha at Achencoil, Aryankavu and Kulathuppuzha are
visited by a large number of pilgrims. The festivals Therottam and
pushpabhishekam of Achencoil Temple fall during December-January
and January-February respectively. The Mandala Pooja of Aryankavu
Temple, is in December and the Vishumahotsavam of Kulathuppuzha in
April. The Oachira Temple, dedicated to Parabrahmam attract a large
number of pilgrims, particularly during the festival called Oachirakkaliin
June-July. The Panthranduvilakku Mahotsavam (November-December)
ofthis temple isalso very famous VishuMahotsavam (April) of Sreekrishna
Swami Temple, Ashramam; Navarathri Mahotsavam (October) of
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Mahadeva Temple, Anandavalleswaram; Utsavam (March) of Murari
Temple Mukhathala, Utsavam of Mahadeva Temple Thrikkadavur and
Bhagavathi Temple Kottamkulangara; Sivarathri festival (March) of Siva
Temple, Chittadeeswaram, Festival (September-October) of Veera Bhadra
Nada, Ashtamudi; Kuruthi Mahotsavam (January) of Ammachiveetil
Moorthi Temple, Kacherimukku, Sivarathri Mahotsavam (March) of
Kashi Viswanathan at Cheriazeekkal (Karunagappally Taluk) Thiruvathira
Mahotsavam (April) of Shri Mahaganapati Temple, Kottarakkara are
some of the important festivals connected with temples. The Ashtami
Rohini festival at Vadayattukotta Sreekrishna Temple also attracts huge
crowds from neighbouring places. In addition to these temples, there are
Churches and Mosques which have their own festivals attracting huge
crowds, irrespective of their religious affiliation. Some of the important
Churches are St. Casimir’s Church, Kadavur; Velankanni Matha Shrine,
Tuyyam; Infant Jesus Shrine, Vadi; St. Joseph Shrine, Perinad; St.
Francis Church, Koduvila (Kallada); Amalotbhava Matha Church,
Pullichira (Kottiyam); St. John Britto Church, Sakthikulangara; St.
Sebastians Church, Neendakara; St. Thomas C.S.I. Church, Pattathanam
and St. Thomas Orthadox Cathedral, Sastri Junction.

Valiyapalli, Jonakappuram; Juma-Ath-Palli, Kolluvila; Juma-
Ath-Masjid, Thattamala; Muslim Juma-Ath-Palli, Karuva; Kalamala
Palli, Kalamala; Muthirapparambu Palli, Muthirapparambu and
Siyavathummodu Palli, Kilikolloor are the most important mosques.

FESTIVALS

In addition to the traditional past times like Kathakali, Koothu,
Ottamthullal, Pattakam, Harikatha, Kaikottikkali, Thiruvathirakkali,
Kolattam etc., there are certain amusements and festivities which afe
unique to Kollam district. They are held in connection with festivals in
temples. The mock sword-fight - Oachirakkali, is one of the most
important of such festivals. Oachira has been famous for long as one of
the sacred places of Kerala. Historically too this place is very famous, for,
it was on the plains of Oachira that the much famed battle in the history

vy
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of Travancore, the battle of Kayamkulam, was fought between
Marthandavarma, the Maharaja of Travancore and the Raja of Kayamkulam.
In commemoration of this historic battle Ochirakkali is conducted on the
first and second of Mithunam (June-July) every year. Onthis occasion, the
young and the old, drawn from the two Karas lying east and west of
Oachira, form themselves into two groups, reach the Padanilam (the place
for fighting) and conduct the age-old fencing exercises underthe leadership
of the elder kalari asan.

In Kottamkulangara Temple in Chavara, there is a peculiar
custom of men dressing up as women and carry lighted lamps (Thalappoli).
The Uriati is a typical festival associated with Krishna Temple. The
annual Uriati festival held at Vadayattukotta temple in connection with
Ashtami Rohini deserves mention. The Kettukazhcha (exhibition of
effigies) festival held at Mahadevar Temple, Thrikkadavur in February-
March every year is one of the colourful festivals of the district. There are
similar festivals in the temples of Sasthamcottah, Velinallur, Chathannur,
Chirakkara etc. :

PLACES OF INTEREST

Achencoil

Situated about 80 kms. from Punalur, Achencoil is an important
pilgrim centre. The Sastha temple here, is situated amidst dense forests.
The idol of Sastha is supposed to have been installed several centuries
before the Christian Era. The two important festivals of this temple are
Mandala Pooja (December-January) and the festival held at ‘Ravathi’
(January-February). The two notable features of the festival are the
Therotam(chariot festival) and Pushpabhishekam (offering of flowers).
In no other temple of South India are flowers offered to the deity so
lavishly as at Achencoil.

Anchal

Situated 13 kms. south of Punalur, Anchal is known for its cattle
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market held twice a month. The Mudi festival of the Bhagavathy temple
here, conducted once every 12 years, attract huge gatherings.

Aryankavu

Situated about 73 Kms. east of
Kollam, Aryankavu is one of the
important pilgrim centres of the district.
Fromvery early days, it was an important
trade route for merchants from either
sides of the Western Ghats. The chief
attraction of Aryankavu is the Shrine
‘dedicated to Lord Sastha. The temple has
some fine sculptures and mural paintings.
Thousands of pilgrims flock tothis temple
during the Mandala Pooja and
Thrikalyanam festivals in December. All
trains towards Shencottah have a stop at
Aryankavu. Buses plying between
Kollam & Shencottah, also pass through
this place.

About 5 kms. away from Palaruvi Water Falls,

Aryankavu there is a big waterfall know - refreshingly beautiful

as palaruvi meaning river of milk. It is

one of the well-known waterfalls in south India, falling from a height of
300 feet. It is situated 66kms. from Kollam on Kollam-Shencottah road.
The scenic beauty, with the hills, valleys and cascades, covered with
dense tropical forests, is breath taking. Season to visit the place is June-
January. e

Chavara

Chavara is situated 14 kms. north of Kollam on the Kollam-
Alappuzha road. Thousands of tonnes of mineral sand are exported from

Sy
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