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FOREWORD

The need for a hand book on the districts of Kerala
has been felt for some time, especially with the existing ones of the
Dept. getting out of print. With the advancement on the travel,
tourism and communication fronts, the demand for an updated
hand book on the districts, has been on the increase. It is in this
context that a new series of District Hand books have been
decided upon by the Department of Public Relations.

It is hoped that this book would cater to the
requirements of the tourist as well as the general public, who seek
a handy booklet containing basic information about Malappuram
district.

Suggestions for improvement are welcome.

G. GOPALA KRISHNAN
Thiruvananthapuram DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
01-06-1996 (in-Charge)



INTRODUCTION

With Nilgiris in the eastand the Arabian sea in the west, Malappuram
district presents a treat to the eye. Rich and evergreen forests, ravines, hills and
dales, rivers and brooks, sandy surfs and palm fringed coasts, festive mood of the
gayful Oonapatt - the district preserves the cultural wealth of the good old days.
It has in store, a hoary past with Zamorins rule, Mamankam festival, Vellattiri’s
revenge and the resultant Chaver Pada (Suicidal Squad), the British rule and
indiscriminate oppression of the masses in connivance with exploiting landlords,
the National and the Khilaphat movement, the Malabar rebellion and the such.

The land of great poets and writers, political and religious leaders, this
district has carved a place of it's own in the history of Kerala. The Kings of
Valluvanad, the Zamorins, the Kings of Perumpadappu Swarupam and the Kings
of Vettathunadu, were the early rulers. Portuguese, Mysore sultans and the
Britishers, had their sway over this place, partly or wholly. But the unlque social
and cultural heritage is preserved.

GENERAL FEATURES

Amalgamating the distant and backward areas of the erstwhile
Kozhikode, Perintalmanna and Ponnani taluks of Palakkad, Malappuram district
was formed on the 16th of June 1969. The Nilgiris (blue hills) of Tamil Nadu in
the east and the Arabian sea in the west, provide natural boundaries. In the
north, it is bounded by Kozhikode and Wynad and in the south, by Palakkad and
Thrissur districts. The district has a geographical area of 3550 Sq.Kms., which
is 9.13% of the total area of the state. With regard to area, Malappuram district
ranks 3rd in the state, the first and the second being Idukki and Palakkad
respectively. The Ernad taluk of the district was the biggest in the state with an
area of 2176.63 Sq. Kms,, which is nearly as much as of Thiruvananthapuram -
district (2192 Sq. Kms.) and '/, fold of Alappuzha district (1414 Sq. Kms.) This
taluk has been divided into 2; Ernad and Nilambur.

TOPOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

The location of Malappuram district is 75° to 77° east longitude and
10° to 12° north latitude, in the geographical map. Like most of the other
districts of the state, Malappuram'too consists of three natural divisions ;
lowland, midland and highland. The low land stretches along the sea coast, the
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midland in the centre and the highland region towards the east and north eastern
parts. The topography of the district is highly undulating; starting from the hill
tops covered with thick forests on the east along the Nilgiris, it gradually slopes
down to the valleys and the small hills, before finally ending on the sandy flat
of luxuriant coconut groves in the west.

The district has more or less the same climatic conditions prevalent

- elsewhere the state, viz. dry season from December to February, hot season

from March to May, the South-West Monsoon from June to September and the

North-East Monsoon from October to November. The South West Monsoon

is usually very heavy and nearly 75% of the annual rains is received during this

season. The climate is generally hot and humid; the range of temperature varying
between 30° C and 20°C. The average annual rainfall is 2900 mm.

RIVERS

Four important rivers of Kerala, flow through Malappuram district.
They are, Chaliyar (Beypore river), Kadalundipuzha, Bharathapuzha and
Tirurpuzha. Chaliyar has a length of 169 Kms. and originates from lilambaleri
hills in Tamilnadu. Important tributaries of this river are Chalipuzha, Punnapuzha,
Pandiyar, Karimpuzha, Cherupuzha and Vadapurampuzha. Chaliyar traverses
through Nilambur, Mampad, Edavanna, Areekode, Vazhakkad and flows into the
sea at Beypore in
Kozhikode district.
Kadalundipuzha is
formed by the
confluence of two
rivers, the Olipuzhaand
Veliyar. Olipuzha origi-
nates from
Cherakomban hill and
Veliyar from
Erattakomban hill. They
flow by the wilds of
Silent Valley and
traverses through
Ernad and Valluvanad regions, before flowing into the seaat Kadalundi Nagaram.
* It passes through places like Melattur, Pandikkad, Malappuram, Panakkad,
Parappur, Kooriyad and Tirurangadi. Kadalundi puzha has a circuitus course of
130 kms. Bharathapuzha the second longest river in Kerala, flows by the
southern border of the district and drains into the sea at Ponnani. Its main

Chaliyar river - a view
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tributary, Thoothapuzha, originates from the Silent Valley, flows through
Thootha, Elamkulam, Pulamanthole and joints the main river at Pallippuram.
After a course in Palakkad and Thrissur districts, the Bharathapuzha again enters
Malappuram district at Tiruvegapura and from Kuttippuram onwards, the river
belongs entirely to Malappuram. Tirurpuzha, 48 Kms. long, originates from
Athavanad hills in Tirur Taluk, flows in a south west course upto Tirunnavaya,
deviates to encircle Tirur town and flows south west, parallel to the sea, until
it joins the Bharathapuzha near Ponnani port.

Of these rivers, only Chaliyar is perennial; all others get dried up in
summer and hence Malappuram District is prone to- draught. In Tirur and
Ponnani taluks, Kayals (back waters) like Biyyamp, veliyancode, Manur, Kodinhi
etc offer fishing and navigation facilities.

FLORA AND FAUNA

_ The district has a total forest area of 1,03,417 hectares, i.e., 28.47% of

total geographical area. The major forest area is concentrated in Nilambur and
Wandoor blocks and Melattur in the Western ghats. Of the forests, 80% is
deciduous and the rest

is evergreen. Teak,

Rosewood, Venteak,

Choropin, Mahogoni,

etc. are the important

trees. Other varieties
like Kulamavu and

Villapineareusedin the
plywood industry.

Bamboo is extensively

grown in all parts of
the forest. The district

has also several man ik LRI

made plantations, Nedumkayam Teak Plantation

mainly of Teak. A

mammoth effort under the Nilgiri Biosphere Project is underway to protectand

regenerate the natural forests. Afforestation is also being done under the

Wasteland Development Programme. : :

Elephants, deers, tigers, blue monkies, bears, boars, rabbits etc. are
found in the forests along with a variety of birds and reptiles. Forests are the
main source of raw material for 3 number of wood-based industrial units.
Besides timber, firewood and green manure, forest produces like honey,
medicinal herbs, spices etc. are collected. Minor forest produces are collected
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by the tribals. A Girijan Society functions for ensuring fair prices for collected
items and for arranging supply of essential commodities to the tribal families.
Bamboo for pulp factories is mainly supplied from Nilambur forests. The forests
are protected by two forest divisions - Nilambur North and Nilambur South.
The social forestry division promotes planting of trees outside forest lands, for
protecting the natural forests.

MINERALS

Malappuram district is not rich in mineral wealth. Laterite stone is
found abundantly in the midland areas. It is exploited economically for
construction work and hundreds of quarries cutting laterite stone known as
Vettukallu are in operation, giving employment to thousands. It was Dr. Francis
Buchanan, a Scottish scholar who named the porous rock Laterite based on the
Latin term Lateritis, meaning brick stone. He conducted his studies in and around
Angadipuram in 1800 A.D.

Deposits of limeshells are found in the coastal belt, mainly in Ponnani
and Kadalundinagaram. The coastal sands of Ponnani and Velliyancode contain
heavy minerals like limanite and Monosite. China clay, the principal raw material
for porcelain industry, is found abundantly in many parts of the district. Iron -
' ore,as Magnetite - Quartizite is found in Nilambur, Vaniyambalam, Kalikavu
and Chembrassery. It is estimated that 1.86 million tonnes of oxidised ore and
2.52 million tonnes of unoxidised ore are available here. Karuvarakundu in the
district, derived its name from iron - ore cutting and blacksmithy, which
flourished in the district from very ancient times.

Nilambur region of the district, forms part of the hidden Wynad
Goldfields. Placer gold: The 2 main zones for auriferous gravels are in Nilambur
valley, namely Pandipuzha - Chiyarpuzha zone and Punnapuzha - Maruthapuzha
zone. A possible reserve of about 8.5 million cubic metres of auriferous gravel
is estimated. Economical exploitation of this deposit is being examined by the
Government of India.

POPULATION

According to the 1991 Census, the district has a population of 3096330
which is 10.66 % of the total population of the state. Of the total population
1508280 are males and 1588050 are females, forming a ratio of 1053 females
for every 1000 males, the state ratio being 1039 females for 1000 males. The
density of population is 872 per Sq. Kms. which is higher than the state
average(747 per Sq. Kms.). The district has recorded a population growth rate
of 28.87 % which is the highest in the state, the state growth rate being only
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13.98 %. Malappuram ranks 3rd in area and first in population, in the state.
However, the population growth rate from the decade of 1971-81 (29.43) has
recorded a slight decline. Literacy as per 1991 census is put at 87.94%.
Subsequently, Malappuram district was declared 100% literate along with other
districts of the state; made possible by an intensive state wide literacy drive.
There are 475633 residential houses and 477292 households in the district.

ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS

Headquarters of the district administration is at Malappuram, with
Collectorate and main offices in the Civil Station, established in the erstwhile
headquarters of the Teritorial Army.

The district
has two Revenue
Divisions with
headquarters at
Perinthalmanna and
Tirur.

There are 6
Taluks, namely Ernad
(headquarters  at
Manjeri), Perinthal-
manna, Tirur, Ponnani,
Nilambur and
Tirurangadi
(headquarters at Parappanangadi). The taluks of Nilambur and Tirurangadi and
the Revenue Division of Tirur, were formed recently.

Malappuram Civil Station

The area and Population of each taluk are given below. ’
Taluk Area in Sg.Km.  No. of Villages Population
Ernad 697.26 33 626266
Nilambur 1215.37 19 458054
Perinthalmanna 505.81 24 441247
Ponnani 19941 Il 296263
Tirur 448.00 30 710430
Tirurangadi 317.18 18 525540

The taluks are divided into 13 Revenue Firkas and 135 villages.
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Perinthalmanna revenue division comprises of Ernad, Perinthalmanna and
Nilambur taluks and the Tirur revenue division comprises of Tirur, Tirurangadi

and Ponnani Taluks.

REVENUE VILLAGES (TALUK-WISE)

Ponnani Taluk
Perumpadappu
Veliancode
Marancheri
Alancode
Nannammukku
Ezhuvathuruthi
Vattamkulam
Edappal

. Thavanur

0. Kalady

1. Ponnani

——VEPNOUAWN

Tirur Taluk
-12. Tirur

13. Trikkandiyur
14. Thalakkad
I5. Vettom

|6. Purathur

17. Mangalam
18. Triparangode
19. Tanur

20. Pariyapuram
21. Ponmudam
22. Tanalur

23. Perumanna
24. Cheriyamundam
25. Ozhur '
26. Niramaruthur
27. Kuttippuram
28. Thirunavaya
29. Ananthavoor
30. Valavannur
3|. Naduvattom

32. Kattiparuthy
33. Irimbiliyam
34. Edayur

35. Kalpakanchery
36. Marakkara
37. Melmuri

38. Athavanad

39. Kurumbathur
40. Kottakkal

41. Ponmala

Tirurangadi Taluk
42. Tirurangadi

43. Parappanangadi
44. Neduva

45. Moonniyur

46. Vallikunnu

47. Ariyallur

48. Nannambra
49. Thenhipalam
50. Vengara

51. Thennala

52. Kannamangalam
53. Peruvallur

54. Othukkungal
55. AR. Nagar

56. Parappur

57. Ooragam
58. Pallikkal

59. Chelembra

Eranad Taluk
60. Vazhayur
6!. Cherukavu



62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73:
74.
75
76.
7.
78.
79.
80.
8l.
82.
83.
84.
85.
8é.
87.
88.
89.
90.
9l.
922,

Pulikkal
Kondotty
Nediyiruppu
Manjeri
Narukara
Payyanad
Pandikkad
Vettikkattiri
Chembrasseri
Pulpetta
Elankur
Thrikkalangode
Karakkunnu
Edavanna
Perakamanna
Vazhakkad
Cheecode
Muthuvallur
Kuzhimanna
Areacode
Keezhuparamba
Kavannur
Urangattiri
Vettilappara
Malappuram
Pookkoottur
Morayur
Panakkad
Anakkayam
Pandallur
Melmuri

Q\Ol

Nilambur Taluk

93.
A4
95.
96.
97
98.

Nilambur
Akampadam
Chungathara
Kurumbalangode
Edakkara
Vazhikkadavu

133

99. Amarambalam
100. Karulai

101. Mumpad

102. Wandoor
103. Porur

104. Thiruvali

105. Kalikavu

106. Chokkad

107. Vellayur

108. Karuvarakundu
109. Kerala Estate
110. Thuvur

111. Pullipadam

Perinthalmanna Taluk
| 12. Perinthalmanna
113. Pathaikkara

1 14. Aliparamba
115. Anamangadu
116. Edappatta

| 17. Elamkulam

| 18. Kizhattur

119. Nenmini

120. Melattur

121. Thazhakkode
122. Arakkuparamba
123. Vettathur

124. Kariavattom
125. Mankada

126. Angadippuram
127. Vadakkangar
128. Valambur

129. Kodur

130. Kottilanga

131. Moorkkanadu
132. Pulamanthol
Kuruva
Kuruvambalam
Puzhakkatti

134.
r35.



DEVELOPMENT BLOCKS

The district has been divided into 14 Blocks and 94 Panchayats, for the
sake of development programmes.

There are also 5 Municipal Towns.

Name of Block  Areain  No. of Population
Sq. KMs. House-
holds Total Male  Female
I. Nilambur Block 86326 41010 227379 11529 | 1585
2. Wandoor Block 56597 41472 249374 122364 127010
3. Kondotty Block 212,68 39173 247902 122903 124999
4, Areekode Block 273.74 30652 190057 94117 95940
5. Malappuram Block 174.30 28736 187050 91637 95413
6. Perintalmanna Block 231.79 26460 169300 82377 86923
7. Mankada Block 239.71 37693 244562 118752 125810
8. Kuttippuram Block 162.43 26043 173643 83886 89757
9. Vengara Block 123.72 28000 198473 95886 102587
“10. Tirurangadi Block ~ 142.10 36319 250749 121760 128989
I1. Tanur Block 116.78 34404 248171 119801 128370
12. Tirur Block 102.69 25437 181276 86583 94693
13. Ponnani Block 99.49 21641 134031 64296 69735
14. Perumpadappu Block 90.59 20968 135087 64934 70153
MUNCIPALITIES
Name Areain. house holds Population

- Sq. Kms T}Atal ,, Male Female

I. Malappuram 3361 8091 4%}92 24612 25080
2. Manjeri 53.06 11372 69334 34470 34864
3. Perintalmanna 3441 6453 39027 18911 20116
4. Tirur : 1659 7031 49453 24414 25039
5. Ponnani 9.32 6329 51770 25048 26722
6. Anakkayam (Q6) 2453 3729 23178 11407 11771

Total Urban population as per 1991 Census is 282454 (M - 138862 F -143592)
including the Anakkayam urban overgrowth.
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PANCHAYATS

Areain  No.of No. of Population
Sq. KMs. occupied House-
residential holds Total Male Female
houses ,
(h ) ) (4) (3 (6)

Nilambur Block
I. Nilambur 36.25 6129 6198 34966 17128 17838
2. Amarambalam 140.15 4888 4897 26804 13065 13739
3. Chaliyar 124.28 3074 3082 16476 8073 8403
4. Chungathara 199.69 8293 8324 44569 22095 22474
5. Karulai 131.31 3158 3169 17698 8600 9098
6. Moothedam 52.24 3437 3470 19519 9558 996l
7. Vazhikkadavu 114.00 6519 6554 38108 18621 19487
8. Edakkara 65.33 5285 5316 29239 14389 14850
Wandoor Block 2
9. Karuvarakundu 64.20 5382 5401 32812 16086 16726
10. Kalikavu 21731 8428 8438 50620 24675 25945
I'l. Mambad 67.93 4292 4318 25711 12771 12940
12. Pandikkad 57.01 6531 6533 40721 20222 20499
13. Porur 34.86 3481 3484 21522 10550 410972
14. Thiruvali 33.83 3517 3517 19937 - 9580 10357
15, Thuvur 31.38 3647 3654 22303 10936 11367
I6. Wandoor 59.45 6108 6127 35748 17544 18204
Kondotty Block
17. Cheekode 46.72 6784 6791 42125 20836 21289
18. Chelembra 15.81 4031 4035 24663 12260 12403
19. Cherukavu 16.87 4054 4087 25322 12670 12652
20. Kondotty 10.85 3247 3248 21913 - 10793 - 11120
21. Kuzhimanna 23.66 3729 3729 24017 11843 12174
22. Pallikkal 25.85 4796 4800 31715 15673 16042
23. Vazhayur 21.19 3805 3812 22948 11420 11528
24. Vazhakkad 23.78 4384 4403 26634 13174 13460
25. Pulikkal 27.95 4266 4268 28565 14234 1433|



(M (2) @) ) (3) (6)
Areekode Block
26. Edavanna 49.13 5060 5073 32087 15764 16323
27. Urangattiri 76.09 5073 5088 28878 14340 14538
28. Kavanur 31.30 3895 3895 25090 12524 12566
29. Kizhuparamba 14.99 2497 2521 14637 7231 7406
30. Pulpatta 30.12 4524 4527 28970 14340 14630
31.Trikkalangode 59.90 5832 5836 36257 17837 18420
32.Areekode 12.21 3708 3712 24138 12081 12057
Malappuram Block 7
33. Kottakkal 20.43 5129 5130 33909 - 216375 17534
34. Anakkayam 45.23 5756 5757 35740 17648 18092
35. Morayur 24.57 3844 3860 24449 11995 12454
36. Nediyiruppu 20.28 3319 3322 22376 10935 11441
37. Urakam 21.56 3212 3206 - 21818 10683 11135
38. Ponmala 21.60 3435 3437 = 23505= 11398 =12107
39. Pookkottur 20.63 4010 4014 25253 12603 12650
Perintalmanna Block
40. Aliparamba 35.67 4849 4858 31812 15429 16383
4|. Edappatta 25.77 2720 2727 16897 8228 8669
42. Elamkulam 21.31 3334 3345 20816 9945 10871
43. Melattur 27.24 3269 3287 19990 9707 10283
44, Keezhattur 40.93 4395 4403 27362 13179 14183
45. Thazhekode 45.03 4614 4632 30666 14939 15727
46. Vettathur 35.84 3203 3208 21757 10950 10807
Mankada Block
47. Kuruva 35.79 4827 4842 32967 15892 17075
48. Mankada 31.33 3857 38572223921 - 1'1658=:12263
49. Makkarapambra 11.17 2171 2171 13792 6738 7054
50. Pulamanthole 32.10 4588 4597 29603 14156 15447
51. Moorkkanad  30.55 3994 4000 26960 12990 13970
52. Koottilangadi  20.92 3977 3977 26010 12878 13132
53. Puzhakkattiri  22.69 3477 3489 21982 10609 11373
54. Kodur 18.42 4096 4097 27863 13582 4281
55. Angadippuram 36.74 6621 6663 41464 20249 21215



M @ ) 4) (RO

Kuttippuram Block
56. Athavanad 26.77 4325 4331 30707 14771 15936
57. Edayoor 30.63 3586 3590 24399 11809 12590
58. Irimbiliyam 24.06 4325 4331 30707 14771 15936
59. Marakkara 27.76 4229 4241 27845 13295 14550
60. Kuttippuram  31.31 5642 5654 37156 18047 19109
61. Valanchery 21.90 4574 4593 30010 [4686 15324
Vengara Block
62. Abdu Rahiman 14.83 4216 4220 30078 14593 15485

Nagar
63. Edarikode 15.28 3676 3681 25595 . 12351 13244
64. Othukkungal 1728 4058 4087 29037 14181 14856
65. Parappur 15.11 3651 3655 26100 12656 13444
66. Thennala 14.32 3067 3067 21846 10420 11426
67. Vengara 46.90 9258 9290 65817 31685 34132
Thirurangadi Block
68. Tirurangadi 17.73. 6019 6030 43645 20790 . 22855
69. Thenhipalam 36.23 7437 7454 48612 24109 24503
70. Parappanangadi  22.25 7410 7489 53979 26195 27784
71. Vallikkunnu 25.14 5604 5625 35517 17173 18344
72. Mooniyur 22.40 5546 5552 38688 19008 [9680
73. Nannambra 18.35 416l 4169 30308 14485 15823
Tanur Block
74. Cheriyamundam 11.26 3576 3580 25760 12302 13458
75. Kalpakancheri 16.25 3954 3960 26983 12881 14102
76. Ozhur 15.92 3689 36892 755012372 R129
77. Tanalur 24.68 7519 7539 53628 25976 27652
78. Valavannur 15.28 3828 3829 27295 13032 14263
79. Tanur 19:49 6928 6952 54243 26535 27708
80. Ponmundam  13.90 4843 4855 34761 16703 18058



PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES

(M ) ) ) Gy (6
Tanur Block :
8l. Purathur 24.80 5224 5240 36180 17393 18787
82. Thalakkad 16.04 3849 3853 26486 12590 [3896
83. Tripangode 20.67 4701 4705 32221 15352 16869
84. Vettom 21.60 6237 6297 48522 23344 25178
85. Tirunavaya 19.58 5336 5342 37867 17904 19963
Ponnani Block
86. Ezhuvathiruthi [4.00 4753 4779 30752 14629 16123
87. Tavanur 42.37 7726 7741 46993 . 22587 24406
88. Vattamkulam  20.84 4642 4652 28469 13698 14771
89. Edappal 22.28 4477 4477 27817 13382 14435
Perumpadappu Block
90. Alamcode 20.53 4358 4358 26927 13051 13876
91. Marancheri 20.47 4387 4412 28991 13797 15194
92. Nannamukku 19.36 4164 4177 25108 12055 13053
* 93. Perumpadappa 15.02 4027 4039 27204 13066 14138
94. Veliyancode 15.21 3954 3982 26857 12965 13892

Name

Extent in terms of Assembly segments -

‘1. Manjeri

2. Ponnani

Wandoor (SC), Nilambur, Manjeri, Malappuram
Kondotty of Malappuram district and Beypore and
Kunnamangalam (SC) of Kozhikode District.
Thirurangadi, Tanur, Ponnani, Kuttippuram,
Mankada and Perintalmanna.

ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCIES

Name

Extend in terms of Panchayats

Wandoor (SC)

Wandoor, Porur, Pandikkad, Thuvvur,
Karuvarakundu, Mampad, Edavanna,
Trikkalangode and Thiruvali Panchayats of Ernad
taluk
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2. Nilambur

3. Manjeri

4. Malappuram

5. Kondotty

6. Tirurangadi

7. Tanur -
8. Tirur
9. Ponnani

10. Kuttippuram

I 1. Mankada

|2. Perintalmanna

Nilambur, Chaliyar, Edakkara, Chungathara,
Vazhikadavu and Karulai of Ernad Taluk.
Oorangattiri, Keezhuparamba, Kuzhimanna,
Cheekode, Areekode, Kavanur and Pulpetta
Panchayats and Manjeri Municipality of Ernad
Taluk.

Malappuram Municipality and Anakkayam,
Kotakkal, Ponmala, Oorakam Panchayats of Ernad
Taluk and Vengara, Othukkungal Panchayats of
Tirur Taluk. ;

Pookottur, Morayur, Nediyiruppu, Pallikkal
Chelembra, Kondotty, Pulikkal, Cherukavu
Vazhayur and Vazhakkad Panchayats of
Ernad Taluk.

AR. Nagar, Thenhippalam, Mooniyur, Vallikkunnu,
Parappanangadi and Tirurangadi Panchayats of
Tirur Taluk.

Nannambra, Ozhur, Tanalur, Ponmundom
Edrikode, Tanur Thennala and Parappur
Panchayats of Tirur Taluk.

Tirur Municipality, Thalakkad, Vettom, Triprangod,
Purathur Panchayats of Tirur taluk and
Vattomkulam panchayats of Ponnani taluk.
Ponnani municipality, Maranchery,
Ezhuvathiruty,Nannamukku, Alankode,
Perumpadappa and Veliyancode Panchayats of
Tirur, Thavanur and Vattankulam Panchayats of
Ponnani taluk.

Tirunnayaya, Athavanad, Kuttippuram, valanchery,
Marakkara, Kalpakanchery, Valvannur and
Cheriyamundam Panchayats of Tirur Taluk.
Kodur, Kuruva, Koottilangadi, Makkaraparamba,
Mankada, Puzhakkattiri, Pulamanthole,
Panchayats of Perintalmanna Taluk and Edayur, *
Irimbiliyam Panchayats or Tirur Taluk.

* Perintalmanna Municipality, Aliparamba,

Elamkulam, Thazhekode, Keezhattur, Melattur,
Edappatta, Vettathur, Angadippuram
Panchayats of Perintalmanna Taluk.
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TRANSPORT

The Calicut airport, one of the most beautifully designed airports in
India, is at Karippur, 26 Kms. away from Malappuram and 28 Kms. away from
Kozhikode. It has a runway of 6000 x |50 feet with night landing facilities. A huge
project of extending the runway by 3000 feet, to facilitate landing of airbuses,
is in progress. Regular flights to Bombay, Bangalore, Madura, Coimbatore,
Madras and Sharja are operated. Three days a week flights are operated to
Dubai, Abdudhabi, Muscat and Kuwait. There are 3 flights daily to Bombay,.

Two Railway lines, namely Mangalore-Madras and Nilambur-Shoranur
are passing through the district. The first is through the coastal belt. Vallikkunnu,
Parappanangadi, Tanur, Tirur, Tirunnavaya and Kuttippuram (from north to
south) are the railway stations in this line. Tirur is an important station.
Nilambur-Shoranur railway line passes through the eastern parts of the district.
Only two passenger services and goods trains are operated in this section.
Nilambur, vaniyambalam, Thuvur, Melattur, Pattikkad, Angadipuram and
Cherukara are the railway stations.

The district has a good road network. The National High way-17 enters
at Chelembra in the north and runs through calicut University, Kottakkal,
Valanchery, Kuttippuram, Thavanur, Ponnani, Puduponnani, Veliyancode and
proceeds to Trichur district in the South. Important state highways like Calicut
- Nilambur - Gudalur road, Calicut - Palakkad road, Calicut - Thrissur road (NH
upto Kuttipuram) pass through the district. Seventy two Kms. of National
Highway, 136 Kms. of state highway and 418 Kms. of major district roads, 450
Kms. of other district roads and 800 Kms. of rural roads, provide sufficient
interlinkage of places.

The district is apportioned by the Chaliyar, Kadalundipuzha,
Bharathapuzha rivers and their tributaries, necessitating the construction of a
number of road bridges for smooth commutation. Kuttippuram bridge, Thutha
bridge and Pulamanthole bridge across Bharathapuzha, bridges at Kottakadavu,
Parakkadav, Thayyilakaday, Panampuzha (Kooriyad), Koomankallu, Nooradi,
Koottilangadi, Anakkayam, Melattur and Kalikavu across Kadalundi river and
bridges at Areekode, Edavanna, Mampad, vadapuram, Myladi, Karimpuzha,
Koorad, Kattadikadavu, Cherupuzha, Kadungallur and poonkudi across the
Chaliyar river and its tributaries and bridges at Edakulam, Thalakadathur, Tirur,
Unniiyal and Mangattiri across Tirur river, provide for road traffic. Bridges under
construction at Mavundiri kadavu (Bharathapuzha), Ettirikadavu (Tirur river)
Tanur (T.K. Canal) Ther-kayam, Kundun Kadavu, Olipuram Kadavu, Kankara
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Kadavu (Kadalundi river) Amarambalam (Chaliyar river) etc. will add to better
transportation. A proposed bridge-cum-regulator at Chamravattom near
Ponnani across Bharathapuzha, will reduce the distance from Ernakulam to
Kozhikode, by 38 Kms.

Bus services are available to all centres and rural areas in the district,
with nearly 1000 bus routes. K.S.R.T.C. buses also ply in main routes besides the
long route buses passing through the district. There are 3 KSRTC Bus stations;
at Ponnani, Malappuram and Perintalmanna.

The Motor Vehicles department gives registration to an average of
4000 light and heavy vehicles every year. There are 39290 small and heavy
vehicles in the district as on 31.3.94.

POST AND TELEGRAPH

There are 4 Head Post Offices, 141 Sub Post Offices, and 287 extra
department branch post offices. They are managed under 2 Postal divisions,
namely Manjeri and Tirur. Speed Post facility is available at Manjeri Head Post
Office and at Calicut University Post Office. Malappuram district is under the
telecom district of Calicut, comprising of Kozhikode, Malappuram and Wynad
revenue districts. For Malappuram district, the Telecom Divisional Office is at
Manjeri. sub divisional telecom Offices function at Malappuram, Perintalmanna,
Nilambur, Ponnani and Tirur. There are a total of 49 telephone exchanges of
which all are electronic. Fax facilitues are available at all main towns.

MASS COMMUNICATION

No morning newspaper is published from the district, however two
evening dailies, one from Malappuram and one from Tirur are being brought out,
with local circulation. They are Al Ameen (Malappuram) and Prahefike(Tirur). A
few periodicals; monthlies, fortnightlies and weeklies - devoted to religion and
culture are also published. A capsule cultural monthly magazine Innu is being
published from Malappuram since 1981. All the important daily newspapers
published from Kozhikode, have wide circulation in the district also. ’

There are 101 cinema houses, of which 24 have pucca buildings. |5 of
them are in municipal towns and the rest in other towns and rural areas.
Doordarshan has one relay station at Malappuram. All India Radio has started
an F.M. Station at Manjeri.
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