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Into Eternity

My Prayer Friend
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[WE PART TO MEETJ

Bro Chacko Irupathinalilchira died in harness while
fulfilling a duty I entrusted to him as his Provincial. As usual he
accepted this duty with a smile in his eyes. Little did I know then
that it was a smile I would have to remember for the rest of my life
with gratitude,love, pride and pain. After his death I started reading
his personal diary. It was like reading the Little Flower’s
autobiography. The simplicity and honesty, the commitment to Jesus
and his values, the love for his community of brothers and sisters,
that one experience in those pages, will convince anyone that he
was veritably the counterpart of the Little Flower in the CMI
Congregation. We shall miss him for ever. His inspiration will
accompany us till we all meet in the land of angels.

Farewell, Jameskutty!

Thomas P. Kalam.CMI
Provincial

i 5
Farewell
My Friends
I smile and
Bid you goodbye
No, shed no tears
For I need them not
All I need is your smile.
When you live in the hearts
Of those you love
Remember then....
You never die.

Gitanjali
A
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It is not darkness that you are going to, for God is
light. It is not lonely, for Christ is with you. It is
not unknown country, for Christ is there.

Charles Kingsley
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A Precious Gem

Bro. Chacko Irupathinalilchira was a studious,
hard working and well disciplined student of Christ
college. Though gifted with many literary talents,
especially in writing, he kept himself in a low profile.
Chacko was a committed religious who was well aware
of his responsibilities to the Almighty, fellow beings
and to himself. He was preparing himself to take up
various challenges of priesthood. The C.M.I
congregation, his parents and all his near and dear ones
has high hopes in Chacko. But God had his own plans
and designs about him. Hence He called Chacko back
to Him at the age of 24. Let us submit ourselves to the
will of God.

While praying for Chacko, let us request him to
represent Christ College with all its joys and sorrows,
achievements and failures and aspirations and ambitions
before God.

Fr. ANTONY KARIYIL

Principal
Christ College
Bangalore - 29
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Bro.Chacko’s Visi

It was a very shocking news for me to hear about the
sad demise of our beloved Chacko, who has been a real brother
and friend to all.

Bro.Chacko had been closely associated with me in
starting a new prayer movement among the scholastics in
Dharmaram College. His inspiration and insistence enabled us
to form a 'God experience prayer group'. We used to gather on
every Tuesday for an hour to have an experience of God, where
we made use of several techniques of group prayer that have a
special attraction and appeal for the youth. Bro.Chacko was the
animator of the group. Our theme was “Prayer leads me to seek
life, and life leads me to seek prayer”.

We were also introduced to various prayer perspectives
from the traditional and the contemporary point of view. We
had exercises on the joyful and sorrowful mysteries of life,
symbolical fantasies, Benedictine method of prayer, Jesus prayer
etc. One evening Chacko gave us a touching scene on the
mysteries of life where he lead us from the childhood exercise
of the cradle to the resurrected aspect of life at the tomb. His
flowering language, poetical expression, beautiful description,
firm conviction of faith realities and above all the transparency
of his life were visible throughout the presentation. We could
experience his deep faith and personal relationship with Jesus
and his ability of prayer to radiate his inner joy to all of us. That
experience still lives in me very fresh and vibrant, whenever I
think about Bro.Chacko.

Fr. John Marius cmi.
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Believe me, life lived in earnest doesn’t die;
it goes on for ever.

Edward Thring
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In to Eternity

I have had the good fortune to touch the lives of
innumerable young men and women during my blessed career
as a teacher, but, sadly enough, my eyes have seen some of my
favourite students who, I thought, would outlive me by several
years. It is heartbreaking to see someone young, full of life and
mirth, lying silent and still and so cold.

Bro. Chacko was my student for all but three years, and
his death is a personal tragedy to me. He was a fine young man,
a good student, godly, cheerful and very lovable. It so happened
that I was marking his answer-script on the day he died. I could
see the sensibility and the diligence shining behind his neat hand.
He had topped the class.

“Do these things really matter now ?” I had asked myself.
“Why, God, why ?” I used to ask many a time when death
snatched away cruelly a promising youth. No more. To a follower
of Christ Jesus, death holds no terrors, it is a gain and everything
that happens is part of the Divine Design. He is certain that
when he leaves this earth he will go to be with the Lord for ever.
Such glorious faith should prompt each of us to live a holy life,
to do what is right and proper, and to die boldly. Aren’t we all
eager to hear the pleased Master’s voice, “Well done, my good
and faithful servant.”?

Prof. Oommen Mathew
Dept.of English

Christ College
Bangalore-29
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<My Prayer-Friend

To die at twenty four, with dreams in one’s heart,
the future on one’s hands, is by no means a happy event.
But the psalmist says that “Precious in the eyes of the
Lord is the death of his faithful ones” (Ps 116:15). I have
personally known Bro.Chacko and he has been a good
friend. During my stay at Dharmaram, Chacko and
myself used to pray in private and spend much time in
sharing our experiences. He was my 'Prayer-Friend' As
friends, we encouraged each other and learnt a lot. His
ways and manners were very pleasing. He was very
cheerful. I am glad to say that he set higher ideals and
always had a great devotion to duty and deep sense of
purpose on life. His memory inspires me to have ever
greater fidelity in my commitment. It is better to say that
I no longer want to pray for Chacko, for I know my
“prayer-friend” is at home with God, but I pray to him.

7

Jacob Alackal
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Heaven knows its time; the bullet has its
billet. Walter Scott
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Chacko was veritably the counterpart of the Little
Flower in the CMI Congregation.
Fr.Thomas PKalam,cmi

Bro. Chacko was a studious, hardworking and well
disciplined student of Christ College.
(Fr. Antony Kariyil, Principal.)
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Chacko was a fine young man, a good student,
godly cheerful and very lovable.
(Prof. Oommen Mathew Christ College.)

A beautiful flower from the garden of mortals was plucked
by God to shine as a star in His Heavenly skies.And
when it is his choice, He chooses nothing but the

Best. Shraddanjali to a dear student, from an ag-

grieved teacher. (Prof. Swarnalatha, Christ College)

His flowering language, poetical expression, beauti-
ful description, firm conviction of faith realities and
above all the transparency of his life were visible
throught out the prayer. (Fr. John Marius cmi)
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