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FOREWORD

The need for a handbook on the districts of Kerala has
been felt for some time, especially with the existing ones of the
Department getting out of print. With the advancement on the
travel, tourism and communication fronts, the demand for updated
handbooks on the districts has been on the increase. It is in this
context that a new series of district handbooks have been decided
upon, by the Department of Public Relations.

It is hoped that this book would cater to the
requirements of the tourists as well as the general public who seek
a handy booklet containing basic information about Kozhikode
district.

Suggestions for improvement are welcome.

Thiruvananthapuram L. NATARAJAN LA.S.
15th-March, 1997 DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS



C alicut is the anglicised form of Kalikut, the Arabic for the

Malayalam, Kozhikode. Itisalso called the Cock Fort. According
to the historian, K.V. Krishnan Iyer, the term means Koyil (Palace) Kodu
(fortified). Anyhow, it is a historical town with a hoary past. From time
immemorial, the city attracted travellers, with its charming physical
features and prosperity. Even today, the glory that was Calicut has not
faded.

The political history of Kozhikode is a story of treacherous and
ill conceived conspiracies hatched by the Western powers. Vasco Da
Gama landed at
Kappad (16
kilometers north of
Kozhikode) in May
1498, as the leader of
atrade mission from
Portugal and was
received by the
Zamorin himself.

Thismarked The house where Kunjali Marakkar lived

the beginning of

foreign dominations in the East. From the 13th century, Kozhikode
attained a position of pre-eminence in the trade of pepper and other spices
which made it India’s emporium of international trade. As Kozhikode
offered full freedom and security, the Arab and the Chinese merchants
preferred it to all other potts. The globe-trotter Ibn Batuta (A.D 1342-47)
notes: “We came next to Kalikut, one of the great ports of the district of
Malabar, and in which merchants of all parts are found”.

Athanaseus Nikiten, the Russian traveller, (1468-74) accounts
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thus; “Calicutisa port for the whole Indian sea, which God forbidany craft
to cross, and whoever saw it, will not get over it healthy, everything is
cheap and servant and maids are very good”.

Associated with the Zamorins is Kottaparamba where stood their
ancient palace. Mananchira was the bathing tank of the members of the
Zamorin’s household.

TOPOGRAPHY

Kozhikode district is situated on the south west coast of India.
The district is bounded on the north by Kannur district, on the east by
Wayanad district, on the south by Malappuram district and on the west by
the Arabian sea. It is situated between North latitudes 11°08'and 11°50'
and East longitudes 75° 30' and 76° 08'.

Basking in the idyllic setting of the serene Arabian sea on the west
and the proud peaks of the Wayanad hills on the east, this district has all
the elements that fascinate a visitor.

Topographically the district has three distinct regions - the sandy
coastal belt, the rocky highlands formed by the hilly portion of the
Western Ghats and lateritic midland. Of the total area of 2344 sq. kms.,
the sandy coastal belt is 362.85 sq. kms., lateritic midlands 1343.50
sq.kms. and rocky highlands 637.65 sq.kms.

All the three taluks are spread over the three regions. The district
has a coastal length of about 80 kms. The highland region accounts for
26.80 per cent and the lowland region for 15.55 per cent of the total area
of the district.

CLIMATE

The district hasa humid climate with a very hot season extending
from March to May. The most important rainy season is during the South
West Monsoon which sets in the first week of June and extends up to
September. The North-East Monsoon extends from the second half of
October through November. The average annual rainfall is 3266 m.m.
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During December to March, practically no rain is received and
from October onwards, the temperature gradually increases to reach the
maximum in May, which is the hottest month of the year. The maximum
temperature in the month of May comes to 36°. The highest maximum
temperature recorded at Kozhikode was 39.4% during the month of
March 1975 and the lowest temperature was 14 °c recorded on 26th
December 1975. Humidity is very high in the coastal region.

)

FLORA AND FAUNA

There is an abundance of wild and marine life here. Though wild
elephants and bisons are occassionaly seen in the forests, tigers and
leopards are very few and rare. '

Barking deer, Mouse deer, Monta lizards, Malabar squirrels,
black and grey monkeys, hares and porcupines are found in the forests
here. The avions are well represented by horn bi]ls, peacocks, jungle
fowls, thrushes, pigeons, sunbirds, king fishers, wood peckers, paradise
fly catchers, parrots, mynas, king crows, rachuet tailed drangos etc.
Snakes, poisonous and non poisonous, are seen in the forests in fairly large
numbers. Pythons also are common.

The natural forests fall under three main categories; the southern
tropical moist deciduous, western tropical wet ever green and semi
evergreen.

The principal tropical moist deciduous forest species are
Teriminalia Paniculata, Dillenia, Pentagyna, Miliusa Velutina, Schrebra
Suretenoides (all inhabiting species) etc; Bamboods Bambusa
Arundanaclac, Callicarpalanta, Cacsalpintia Minussoides etc. (under
growth); Butea Parviflora, Celastrus Paniculaters (climbers) etc. \

The principal western tropical wet evergreen species are
Pakgquium Ellipticum, Salmalia Malabarica, Mappila Foetida (inhabiting .
species top canopy layer) Canarium Strictum, Chrysophyllum Rexhurghi,
Oleadiocea, Canes, wild arrow roots, screwpines etc.
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RIVERS

The important rivers of the district are the following.

1. The Mahe river

The Mahe river, also called the Mayyazhi puzha, originates from
the forests on the western slopes of the Wayanad hills which form part
of the Western Ghats. This river flows through the villages of Naripetta,
Vanimel, Iyyancode, Bhekiyad, Iringanoor, Tripangathur, Peringalam,
Edachery, Kacheri, Eramala, Kariyad, Olavilam, Kunnumakkara, Azhiyoor
and Mahe, before emptying into the Arabian Sea at the former French
settlement of Mahe, about 6 kms. south of Thalassery. The length of the
river is about 54 kms. and it flows through an area of 394 sq. kms.

2.The Murad (Kuttiady) river

The Muradriver, also known as the Kuttiady river, takesits origin
from the Narikota ranges on the western slopes of the Wayanad hills, a
part of Western Ghats. This river flows through Vadakara, Koyilandy and
Kozhikode taluks. It empties into the Arabian Sea at the historical
Kottakkal fort, seven kms. south of Vadakara. This river has a length of
74 kms. and along with its tributaries it flows through an area of 583
sq.kms. :

The Onipuzha, the Thottilpalam puzha, the Kadiyangad puzha,
the Vamathil puzha and the Madapalli puzha are the major tributaries of
Muradriver. It passes through Oorakuzhi, Kuttiady, Tiruvallur, Muyipoth,
Maniyur and Karuvancheri.

3. The Korapuzha

Formed by the confluence of two streams called Punnurpuzha
and Agalapuzha, this river and its main tributaries are tidal in their lower
reaches. The Agalapuzha is more or less a backwater, while the
Punnurpuzha originates from Arikkankunnu. The Agalapuzha forms a
part of the important West Coast Inland Navigation System. There is
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heavy traffic through thisriver connecting all important industrial towns
lying in the coastal areas such as Vacakara, Kozhikode, Kallai, Beypore
etc. The total length of the river is 40 kms. with a drainage area of 624
sq.kms.

4. The Kallai river

Theriver hasits origin from Cherukulathurvillage and is connected
to the Chaliyar on the south by a man-made canal. The river passes
through Cherukulathur, Kovur, Olavanna, Manava and Kallai before
finally joining the Arabian Sea at Kozhikode. The length of the river is 22
kms. and it has a drainage area of 96 sq.kms.

Though small in size, the Kallai is one of the most important
rivers in the entire State from the commercial point of view. Kallai, a main
centre of timber trade, is situated on its banks.

5. The Chaliyar

Known in the lower reaches as the Beypore river, this is one of
the major rivers of the State. The lower reaches form part of the West
Coast Inland Navigation system.

It originates from the Ilambalari hills in Gudalurtaluk of Nilagiri
districtin Tamil Nadu. The Chalipuzha, the Punnapuzha, the Pandiyar, the
Karimpuzha, the Vadapurampuzha, the Iringipuzha and the Iruthilpuzha
afg: its important tributaries.

As an inter-state river, this has a total drainage area of 2923 sq.
kms, of which 2535 sq. kms. lie in Kerala and the rest, 388 sq. kms. in
Tamil Nadu. With a length of 169 kms., the Chaliyar river flows through
Nilambur, Mambad, Edavanna, Areacode, Vazhakkad in Malappuram
district and Feroke in Kozhikode district before it joins the Arabian Sea
near Beypore.

6. The Kadalundi river
Thisriveris formed by the confluence of its two main tributaries,
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the Olipuzha and the Veliyar. The Olipuzha takes its origin from the
Cherakkombhanmala and the Veliyar from the forests of
Erattakombanmala. The total length of this river is 130 kms, with a
drainage area of 1099 sq.kms. The river flows towards the Chaliyar and
joins the Arabian Sea at about 5 kms. south of the Chaliyar river mouth.

The Pooraparamba river, a small stream, is also included in this
basin, as its length is only 8 kms. with a drainage area of 23 sq. kms. The
total drainage area of the basin is thus 1122 sq.kms.

The Kadalundi river, also known by the names, Karimpuzha and
Oravanpurampuzha, is important from the navigation point of view.

FORESTS

1

The total area under forests in Kozhikode district is estimated at
291.2268 sq.kms. i.e., Reserve Forests 86.1388 sq.kms. and Vested
Forests 205.0880 sq.kms. The breakup is as below:

Forest Area Vested Forests Reserve Forests
(in sq. kms.) (in sq. kms.)

Thamarassery Range 99.7262 -
Peruvannamuzhy Range 41.5809 86.1388
Kuttiady Range 63.7809 -
Total 205.0880 86.1388

The forest spreads over the north eastern portion of the district.

The Kozhikode Territorial Division comprises of three forest
ranges, viz., Thamarassery, Peruvannamuzhy and Kuttiady. Kozhikode
taluk comes under the Range Officer, Thamarassery, whereas Koyilandy
and Vadakara come under Range Officers, Peruvannamuzhy and Kuttiady
respectively. A bamboo storage depot functions at Mavoor. It looks after
the supply of raw materials such as bamboo, eucalyptus and other soft
wood to M/s. Gwalior Rayons, Mavoor. One timber depot is also
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functioning at Chaliyam of Kadalundy panchayat. Rosewood and teak
brought from Wayanad, Nilambur, Palakkad etc. are the main timber
available at this depot.

Crocodile farm

The Forest Department is maintaining a crocodile farm at
Peruvannamuzhy near the dam site.

)
There is a Forest Complex, by name Vanasree, at Mathottom in

Beypore panchayatjust five kms. away fromthe city which accommodates
the Regional Divisional and Range Offices.

One of the hillocks in the Kuttiady reservoir just 1.5 kms. away
from Peruvannamuzhy dam is a site proposed for b1rd sanctuary. The
extent of the sanctuary
area is about 16
hectares. Some fruit |
bearing trees have |
been planted here to |
attract birds.

Bird Sanctuafy -

-Thereisalsoa
proposal for a bird |
sanctuary at |
Kadalundy. The State
Wild Life Board has
approved the scheme.
The proposed site is the Kadalundy river mouth which is bemg visited by
many migratory birds in summer.

Kadalundi Bird Sanctuary

There is a proposal to set up a veterinary hospital to nurse wild
animals at Peruvannamuzhy range.

POPULATION
The population of the district as per 1991 census is 26,13,683;
o



males 12,87,085 and females 13,26,598. Density of population per sq.
km. is 1118. The population of the district has increased from 22,45,265
in 1981 to 26,13,683 in 1991, registering a decade increase of 16.41 per
cent. The district has an urban population of 10,04,104 and a rural
population of 16,09,579. Over 61.58 per cent of'the district population is
rural.

Of the three taluks, Kozhikode taluk is the most populous with a
population of 13,71,007. The population of Koyllandy taluk is 6,38,605
and of Vadakara taluk 6,04,071.

ﬁ' & Corporat'ion, the only Municipal Corporation in the
district lation of 4,19,831 with 2,07,016 males and 2,12,815

females. The city corporation covers an area of 82.68 sq.kms.

The population of Vadakara Municipality is 72,434; 35,579
males and 36,855 females. Vadakara Municipality has an area 0of21.33
sq.kms.

The population of Koyilandy Municipality is 57,797; 28023
malesand 29,774 females. This municipality hasanareaof 21.61 sq.kms.

RELIGION AND CUSTOMS

Hindus constitute the majority of the population and next come
the Muslim and the
G -5t ash
communities
respectively.

The Hindu
community is
organised onthebasis
of caste and sub
castes as elsewhere
in the State. They 4
worship all the major Thali Temple
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gods and godesses of
the Hindu pantheon
as well as several
minor deities. Vishnu
and Siva are the
major gods
worshipped. The
temples here are in
many ! respects
different from those

of the East Coast. Kuttichira Mosque

Elaborate rules

prescribed by the Sastras are followed in their construction. The.Kavu
dedicated to the Bhadrakali is a typical example. They have their
own oracles called Velichappad. There are also temples devoted to such
deities as Ayyappan, Hanuman and Garuda. Serpent worship has been
widely prevalent here. Ancestor worship is practised by the Hindus.

The Muslims of the district are
knows as Mappilas. A great majority of
them are sunnis following the Shafischool
of thought. They are noted for their

piety.

Though Christiianity is believed
to'have been introduced in Kerala in 52
A.D, not much progress was made by
the Christians of this district before the
advent of the Portuguese towards the
close of the 15th century. Almost all
different sections of Chritians are
represented here. Christians of
Travancore and Cochin have migrated to
the hilly regions and have settled there.
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EDUCATION

There were reputed centres of learning and culture in Kozhikode
district even in the early and medieval periods. One of the most important
of such centres was Kozhikode itself. Under the rule of the enlightened
Zamorins, it became famous all over South India as a rendezvous of
scholars and men of learning.

The beginning of western education may be traced back to the
first half of the 19th century, when in 1848 the Basel Evangelical Mission
started a primary school at Kallai. In 1877, a school for the young rajas was
started in Kozhikode. This was later thrown open to all caste Hindu boys.
In 1879, it was affiliated to the University of Madras as a second grade
college and with this, collegiate education in the district received a fillip.

Secodary education recorded anappreciable progress since 1915.
The erstwhile Malabar district, of which the present Kozhikode district
formed a part, holds a high rank among the districts of Madras presidency
in secondary education.

According to the 1991 census, the percentage of literacy is 79.12,
i.e. 82.59 percent males and 75.76 percent females. Total of the literate
and educated persons are placed at 20,68,072 with the break up as
10,53,029 males and 10,05,043 females.

The seat of the University of Calicut is 23 kms. south of
Kozhikode city at Tenhipalam in Malappuram district. The University of
Calicut was established in 1968.

There are 14 Arts and Science Colleges, of which eight colleges
are under private management. The colleges are Farook College, Feroke,
Rouphathul Ulum Arabic College, Feroke, St. Joseph’s College, Devagiri,
Kozhikode, Malabar Christian College, Kozhikode, Zamorin’s
Guruvayurappan College, Kozhikode, Providence Women’s College,
Kozhikode, Sree Narayana Guru College, Chellanur, Government College,
Madappally, Government Arts and Science College, Kozhikode,
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Muhammed Abdurahiman Memorial College, Mukkam, C.K.G. Memorial
Government College, Perambra, Government College, Koyilandy,
Government College, Kodencherry and Government College, Mokeri.

Of the ten professional colleges in the district one, i.e. Farook
Training College, is run by private management. Other professional
colleges are the Medical College, Chevayur, Kozhikode, Dental College,
Kozhikode, Nursing College, Kozhikode, Regional Engineering College,
Chanthamangalam, Government Physical Education College, East Hill,
Kozhikode, Government Homeo College, Kozhikode, Government
Training College, Kozhikode, Government Law College, Kozhikode and
Evening Law College, Kozhikode.

The district has four Polytechnics, three Industrial Training
Institutes, five Basic Training schools and one Oriental Textile Institute.

Total number of schools in the district is 1221 consisting of 24
Higher Secondary Schools, 5 Teachers Training Institutes, 149 High
Schools, 323 Upper Primary Schools and 720 Lower Primary Schools.
There are 20 Higher Secondary Schools, 3 Teachers Training Institutes,
47 Government High Schools, 76 Govt. Upper Primary Schools and 185
Lower Primary Schools in the district. There is a Central School at
Kozhikode and two Technical Schools at Beypore and Koyilandy.

All the villages here are amply covered by basic educational
institutions.

Libraries

The beginning of the library movement may be traced back to the
latter half of the 19th century. The District Central Library, Kozhikodé
was founded during this period. With Independence, the library movement
received an impetus. A Local Library Authority was constituted in
Kozhikode in 1951 for the purpose of organising and administering the
libraries.

The District Central Library is the most important institution
managed by the Local Library Authority, Kozhikode. It is estimated that
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there are about
65,000 volumes in
this library. There is
a children’s section
in the library with a
good collection of
books. The Local
Library Authority has
nine branch libraries,
17 rural libraries and : R ;
31 block delivery New Library , Mananchira
stations under its

control. There are two other District Central Libraries under the
management of the Local Library Authority at Malappuram and Tirur.

Since 1957 many of the libraries in the district have got themselves
affiliated to the Kerala Grandha Sala Sangham.

ADMINISTRATION

The history of Kozhikode district as an administrative unit begins
from January 1957. When the States of the Indian Union were re-
organised on linguistic basis on 1st November, 1956, the erstwhile
Malabar district was separated from Madras State (Tamil Nadu) and
added to the new unilingual State of Kerala. But Malabar district was
found to be too unwieldy for administrative purposes. Consequently, the
State Government ordered the formation of three districts with certain
changes in the boundaries of some of the taluks. The Kozhikode district
thus came into existence on 1st January 1957, originally consisting of five
taluks, viz., Vadakara, Koyilandy, Kozhikode, Ernad and Tirur. With the
formation of Malappuram district on 1st June 1969 and Wayanad district
on 1st November 1980, Kozhikode district now consists of one revenue
division, three taluks, twelve blocks, 76 panchayats and 117 villages.

The revenue division is Kozhikode and the three taluks are
Vadakara, Koyilandy and Kozhikode. The largest taluk is Kozhikode and
the smallest Vadakara. Kozhikode is one among the twelve taluks in the
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State having an area of more than 1000 sq.kms; it has an area of 1026.6
sq. kms. The areas of Koyilandy and Vadakara taluks are 756.90 sq. kms
and 549.80 sq.kms respectively.

Kunnummal, Balussery, Tuneri, Perambra, Kunnamangalam,
Thodannur, Koduvally, Meladi, Vadakara, Panthalayani, Chelannur and
Kozhikode are the twelve blocks.

' Ofthe 76 panchayats in the district, 21 panchayats are grouped

inthe special grade. There are 32 first grade panchayats and the remaining
23 are second grade ones.

The total area of the district comes to 2344 sq. kms., which
accounts for six per cent of the total area of the State. Of the total area of
the district, 2004 sq.kms are rural and 340 sq. kms. urban.

Area and Physical Features
The total geographical area of the district, according to village

papers, is 2,33,330 hectares. Distribution of area on the basis of land
utilisation is as below:

Area in Hectares

_Total Geographical Area 233330

Forest 41386
Land put to non-agricultural use 21181
Barren and uncultivable land 1626
Permanent pasturable and other grazing 1and 69
Land under tree crops - 2008
Cultivable waste 1594
Fallow other than current fallow 962
Current fallow 1683
Net area sown 162821
Area sown more than once 46760 -
Total cropped area 209581
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