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FOREWORD

Theneed for ahandbook on the districts of Kerala has
been felt for some time, especially with the existing ones of the
Department getting out of print. With the advancement on the
travel, tourism and communication fronts, the demand for updated
handbooks on the districts has been on the increase. It is in this
context that a new series of district handbooks have been decided
upon, by the Department of Public Relations.

It is hoped that this book would cater to the
requirements of the tourists as well as the general public who seek
a handy booklet containing basic information about Palakkad
district.

Suggestions for improvement are welcome.

Thiruvananthapuram L. NATARAJAN LA.S.
5th Feb. 1997 DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS



P alghat or Palakkad is one of the fourteen revenue districts of
Kerala. Its geographical position, historical background, rural

nature, educational status, tourist attractions and above all, the

developmental activities that are carried out, are wide and varied.

This district, situated almost in the centré of the State, has no
coastal line. The district opens the State to the rest of the country through
the Palakkad gap. This 32 to 40 kms. wide natural gap in the 960 kms. long
Western Ghats is perhaps the most influencial factor for the unique
characteristics of the district such as climate, commercial as well as
cultural exchanges between the State and the rest ofthe country. Palakkad
witnessed invasions of historical importance that have left indelible
impressions on the history of Kerala. Bharathapuzha, the longest river in
Kerala, originates from the highlands and flows through the entire district.

Thedistrictis one of the main granaries of Kerala and its economy
is primarily agricultural. Agriculture engages more than 65 per cent ofthe
workers and 88.9 per cent of the district’s population is rural in nature.
The proximity and easy approach to Tamil Nadu have caused the
admixture of Malayalam and Tamil culture, here.

This district is perhaps the foremost in fostering Carnatic music.
Great musicians like Chembai Vaidyanatha Bhagavathar and Palakkad
Mani Iyer, who have enriched Carnatic music by their contributions,
hailed from this district.

_ Forests, numerous streams, several dams and the gardens in them
have made this district a tourist paradise.



HISTORY

Historically too, Palakkad district has its own special
characteristics. The fort of Hyder Ali tells us the story of Mysore
invasions and the advent of the British to this part of the country. The
Victoria College, started in 1866, marks the beginning of  higher
education in Malabar. The Jain temple near Chunnamputhara speaks of
the magnanimity of the King of Palakkad who provided shelter to the
people who escaped
the religious
persecutions of the
Kingof Mysore, five
hundred years ago.

The ancient
history of Palakkad
is shrouded.
According to
William Logan, the

authorofthe Malabar = e T N x
Manual. the Pallava The fort built by Tippu Sultan - reminiscent of the
Mpysorean conquest

dynasty of Kanchi
might have invaded
Malabar in the second or third century. One of their headquaters was a
place called Palakada which could be the present-day Palakkad.
Malabar had been invaded by many ofthe ancient South Indian rulers. For
many centuries, it was ruled by the Perumals. They had under them some
powerful Utayavars whoheldauthority intheir own respective territories.
After the rule of the Perumals, the country was divided among these
chieftans. The Valluvakonathiri( ruler of Valluvanad), the rulers of
Vengunad (Kollengodu Rajas) and Sekhari varma (Raja of Palakkad)
were the prominent rulers of this region, after the Perumals.

When the Zamorin of Kozhikkode invaded Palakkadin 1757, the |
Raja of Palakkad sought the help of Hyder Ali of Mysore. Hyder Ali’s
help forced the Zamorin to retreat. Later Hyder Ali subjugated all
territories in Palakkad which were under the possession of Zamorin. Thus
the whole area possessed by the Raja of Palakkad passed into the hands
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of the Mysore rulers - Hyder Ali and his son Tippu Sultan. The war
between Tippu and the East India Company ended with the treaty of 1872
and all the possessions of Tippu in Malabar were ceded to the British.
Gradually these formed part of the Malabar district of the Madras
Presidency.

- PHYSICAL FEATURES

Based on the physical features, the district is divided into two
natural divisions - midland and highland. The midland region consists of
valleys and plains. It leads up to the highland which consists of high
mountain peaks, long spurs, extensive ravines, dense forests and tangled
jungles. While Ottappalam taluk lies completely in the midland region, all
other taluks in the district lie in the midland and highland regions. The
road and rail links between Kerala and Tamil Nadu pass through the
Palakkad gap.

The Western Ghats has an average altitude of 5000 ft. except for
two peaks of more than 6000 ft. The important peaks above an altitude
of 4000 ft. are Anginda peak (7628 ft.), Karimala peak (6556 ft.),
Nellikotta or Padagiri peak (5200 ft.) and Karimala Gopuram (4721 ft.).

TOPOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

Palakkad district lies between north latitude 10°46' and 10°59'
and east longitude 76 2
928'and 76 °39". It is
bounded on the east
by the Coimbatore
district of Tamil
Nadu, on the north
and north-west by
Malappuram district
and on the south by
Thrissur district.

The climate 5 ' -
of the district is Vaststretches of fertile paddy fields................:

tropical. The obvious Palakkad - the granary of the State



fact which strikes an observer, according to Logan, is the uniformity of
temperature in the Malabar area. During dry weather, hot winds blow
from the burning plains of Coimbatore through the Palakkad gap.
Palakkad district has uniform rainfall as well.

SOIL

The soil of Palakkad district is mainly of four types, namely,
peaty (kari), laterite, forest and black soil. Peaty soil is found only in
Thrithala firka of Ottappalam taluk. Laterite is seen in the major portions
ofall taluks. Forest soil is confined to Mannarghat and Ottappalam taluks,
the narrow strip of land along the western boundaries of Palakkad and
Alathur taluks and along the southern boundary of Chittur taluk. Black
soil is seen mostly in the eastern sector of Chittur taluk and a small part
of Palakkad taluk.

MINERALS

Low grade iron ore (magnetite) is found at Kollengode,
Mannarghat and Muthalamada. Limestone deposits are found in the
Chittur and Kozhinjampara firkas. Muscovita mica is reported to be
present in the Sholayar villages. A large quantity of limestone deposit is
found in Walayar forest area where the government has started a cement
factory.

RIVERS

Bharathapuzha, with her tributaries, sprawls across the entire
district. The river takes its origin from Anamalai hills and flows through
the districts of Palakkad, Malappuram and Thrissur before emptyting into
the Arabian sea at Ponnani. Its four main tributaries are Gayatripuzha,
Kannadipuzha, Kalpathypuzha and Thuthapuzha.

Gayatripuzha

This river originates from Anamalai hills and after traversing
through Kollengode, Nenmara, Alathur, Wadakkancherry and
Pazhayannur, joins Bharathapuzha at Mayannur. This tributary has five
main sub-tributaries. They are Mangalam river, Ayalurpuzha,
Vandazhipuzha, Meenkara puzha and Chulliyar.
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Kannadipuzha

Itis also known as Chitturpuzha or Amaravathi puzha. Thisriver,
which also starts from the Anamalai hills, flows through Thathamangalam
and Chittur and joins the main river at Parli. Three main streams combine
to form this river. They are Palar, Aliyar and Uppar.

Kalpathypuzha ‘

This river starts from the place called Chenthamarakulam in the
hills, north of Walayar. This is also known as Korayar. Kalpathypuzha is
formed by four streams, viz., Korayar, Varattar, Walayar and Malampuzha.

Thuthapuzha

Thuthapuzha, otherwise known as Pilanthol river, starts from the
Silent Valley hills and joins the main river about two kms. off Pallipuram
railway station. The important streams which feed- this tributary are
Kunthipuzha, Kanjirapuzha, Ambankadavu and Thuppanadipuzha.

The length of Bharathapuzha is 374.40 kms. and its catchment
area is 6186 sq. kms.

The Bhavani river originates from the Kunda mountains in the
Nilgiris, makes a circuitous course through the Attappady valley and
returns to the shadow of Nilgiri mountains. The catchment area of the
Bhavani river within Kerala is 220 sq. miles yielding an annual run off
of 27,000 million cubic feet of water. Of the rivers of Kerala, Bhavani
river is one among the three which prefers Bay of Bengal to the Arabian
sea.

FLORA AND FAUNA

The flora of Palakkad districtis characteristically tropical, owing
to the seasonal rainfall, moderate temperature and the mountainous
eastern border. Major portion of the district comes under the midland
region and is under cultivation. Some of the dominant trees in the region
are Eppothi (Macaranga Indica), Mavu (Mangifera), Parangimavu
(Ancardium Occidentale), Pilavu (Artocarpus Integriofolia)  Elavu (Cieba
Pentandra), Ezhilampala (Astomia Scholoris), Urakkam Thoongi
(Enterolobium Saman), Mullumurikku (Erythrina Indica) and
Aranamaram (Polyalthia Longifolia). Intermingled with these are other
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trees like Osboekia Ostandra, Lantana Sculeata, etc. Rubber and teak
plantations are common in the hills. The
midland region gradually merges with
the hilly forests.

. No animal can be mentioned
peculiar to this district. Elephants are
common in almost all parts of the forest.
Tiger, Leopard, Gaur, Bear, etc., are
sometimes found in the thick forests.
Sambar and Spotted Deer are seen in
large numbers.

Nilgiri langur, bonnet monkey,
slender loris, jungle cat, different types
of mongoose, jackals, squirrels, hares,
etc. are found in the forest. Birds are
represented by the jungle crow, king crow,
myna, woodpeckers, sunbird, king fishers,
skylark, paradise fly catchers, parrots,
peacocks, pigeons etc. Poisonous and
non-poisonous snakesare common in the
district.

Parambikulam

The Silent Valley area, 40 kms. from Mannarghat town, has the
distinction of being a rain forest, very rare in the world. It is spread over
an area of about 9000 hectares. This thick forest is rich in some of the
rare species of plants and animals.

POPULATION

The total population of the district according to 1991 census is
23,82,061 of which, the male population is 11,56,028 and female
population is 12,26,033. The density of population is 532 per sq. km.

SOCIO- ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

In Palakkad district 8,77,809 people are workers. Of them
5,72,539 are males and 3,05,270 are females.
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As in any other part of the State, the social and economic status
of the people in the district is undergoing changes. The breaking up of the
joint family system and the increasing partition of old tharavads have
led to the disappearance of the importance of high-caste Hindus in the
society. A survey of the social and economic scene shows that the values
based on caste and land have been replaced in recent times by those’of
education, employment, trade, commerce and industry.

RELIGION AND CUSTOMS

Hinduism is the predominant religion in the district. Nearly 76
per cent of the population belongs to the Hindu community. All the sub-
castes of Hindu community are well represented in the district. The
Vellodis and Nedungadis, two sections of the Nair community, peculiar
to Malabar area, are represented in this district also. Sections of the Hindu
community, peculiar to this district are Muthuvan, Mannadiar, Guptan

and Tharakan. : 2‘3 6

Vishnu and Siva are popularly worshipped. Kshethrams and
Ambalams are dedicated to these major deities. The Kavus and Kovils
are dedicated to deities like Ayyappan, Subramonyan, Bhadrakali,
Hanuman and even malignant demons. Snake worship has been widely
prevalent in these part. The worship of ancestors is also practised by
Hindus. Offerings are made to departed souls on new moon Sankranthi
days.

The Muslim community is the second largest, forming 21.2 per
cent of the population. A particular section of the Muslim community
whose mother tongue is Tamil, are known as Ravuthars. These people
came here as traders and soldiers. They belong to the Hanafi sect of
Islam. Most of them reside in Alathur, Chittur, and Palakkad taluks. The
way of life of this particular section is much influenced by the Tamil
culture, especially in marriage customs and food habits.

There is another sect of Muslims known as Pattanis. They are
also called Decanese. They came from Decan with the Mysore rulers and
settled here. Traditionally, they are well-trained horsemen. Their
influence in Palakkad can be seen from the fact that a street is named after
them as Pattani street. Theyalsobelongto ‘Hanafi’ sectof Muslims. The
" rest of the Muslim community is known as Moppilas.
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Thenumerical strength ofthe Christian community in the district,
accordingto 1971 census, is 45,426. Almostall sections of the Christian
community are represented . A good number of Christians have moved
to the hilly tracts of the district in search of land and a living.

The ceremonies connected with birth, marriage and death differ
from one community to another. The restrictions based on caste and
religion are observed generally by all communities.

The forest region of Palakkad district is notable for its tribal
population. [frular, Kurumbar, Mudugar, Eravalas, Malamalasar,
Malasar, Kadar, Malayar, etc. are the tribals living in these forests.
Attappady is an important centre of tribal people. The beliefs, customs
and ways of life of these tribal people are distinct; each class having its
own traditional customs and ways of life.

= o RN ADMINISTRATION

The present Palakkad district, as an administrative unit, was
formed on the first of January 1957, comprising of Palakkad,
Perinthalmanna, Ponnani, Ottappalam, Alathur and Chittur.

When the Malappuram district was formed on the 16th of June
1969, Ponnani taluk excluding Thrithala firka and the villages of
Vadakkekad, Punnayur and Punnayurkulam and Perinthalmanna taluk
consisting of
Mankada firka and
Perinthalmanna firka
excluding Karkidam-
kunnu and Chetha-
lloor amsoms were
transferred to
Malappuram district.
A new taluk, namely
Mannarghat, was
formed by grouping
19 villages of the Palmyra lined landscape - typical of
erstwhile Perinthal- Palakkad district
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manna taluk. While retaining the Thrithala firka with Ottappalam taluk,
the villages of Vadakkekad, Punnayur and Punnayurkulam were brought
under Chowghat taluk of Thrissur district. The Paradur village of Tirur
taluk was added to Ottappalam taluk. Recently some po:tions of
Karavarakund village of Malappuram district were also added to Palakkad.

Atpresent the Palakkad district consists of two revenue divisions,
five taluks and 145 villages. The revenue divisions are Palakkad and
Ottappalam. Palakkad, Alathur and Chittur taluks form the Palakkad
revenue division and Ottappalam and Mannarghat taluks form the
Ottappalam revenue division. There are thirteen development blocks and
ninety panchayats in the district. The total area of the district is 4480 sq.
kms.

BLOCK PROFILE
The Revenue Divisions and Development Blocks are as under:-

Taluk Block Area (in sq. kms.)

Alathur Alathur 312
Kuzhalmannam 315

Mannarghat Attappady 827
Mannarghat 359

Chittur Chittur 290
Kollengode 328
Nenmara - 640

Ottappalam Ottappalam 220
Pattambi 224
Srikrishnapuram 219
Trithala a2

Palakkad Palakkad . 723
Malampuzha -

Alathur

The block is situated in the south central part of the district. It
covers an area of 312 sq. kms. The total population as per 1991 census is
2,61,385. Paddy is, by far, the most important crop. Canals irrigate a net
area of 7470 ha.
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Attappady

Attappady is the largest block in the district and is situated on the
north eastern side over an area of 827 sq. kms. It is covered by hilly
highland region endowed with the tributaries of the river Cauvery. The
populationis 62,033 as per 1981 census. Density of populationinthisarea
is very low. The block being predominantly a tribal belt, an Integrated
Tribal Development Project was launched for Attappady on 15th August
1975. Even though agriculture is the main activity, the net area sown is
only about 12% of the total land.

Chittur

Chittur block has an area of 290 sq. kms and is situated in the
south of the district. It has 19 villages, 6 panchayats and one town. The
populaticn stands at 1,81,869. The density of population is above 560.
About 75% of the people depend on agriculture for their livelihood.
Industry employs less than 8% and the remaining find their employment
in the tertiary sector. The block has a geographical area of 29,000 htrs.
There is hardly any forest in the block. It is endowed with good irrigation
facility from the Chitturpuzha project.

Kollengode

The block, located in the south central part of the district, covers
an area of 328 sq. kms., with 13 villages, constituting of 5 village
panchayats. The population is 2,09,849. Agriculture is the main source of
livelihood and employment for the majority. Paddy is the main crop,
followed by groundnut and coconut. Of the cropped area, 10,725 htrs. are
irrigated. Canals account for 7,200 htrs; tanks 2,600 htrs; and other
sources of irrigation 425 htrs; Nearly 70% of the workers are employed
in the primary sector, whereas the secondary sector accounts for 15%.
Dairying is a significant subsidiary occupation.

Kuzhalmannam

Kuzhalmannam block covers anarea of 315 sq. kms. It contains
17 villages and 8 panchayats. It has a population of 2,15,751. Density of
population is 542 per sq. kms. The population primarily depends on
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agriculture for livelihood. Paddy is the most important crop covering a
gross area of 21,500 htrs. The main source of irrigation is canals and it
accounts for 27,600 htrs.

Malampuzha

The newly created Malampuzha block is carved out of
Koyalmannam, Palakkad and Kollengode blocks. It comprises of 8
panchayats and has a population of 1,68,358. Most of the people are
agricultural labourers.

A large number of industrial establishments like the Indian
Telephone Industries, Instrumentation Ltd., Fluid Control Centres, Malabar
Cements etc., are situated in this block. A large number of other SSI units
are also springing up in Kanjikode area.

The famous Malampuzha Gardens is situated here.

Paddy is the major crop of the block which sustains the majority
of the people. :

Mannarghat

Mannarghat block has one town, 16 villages and 8 panchayats,
covering 359 sq. kms. The block is traversed by a network of rivers and
rivalets. Thuthapuzha and its tributaries are a source of irrigation. It has
a population 0f 2,46,877, the density being 526 per sq. km. About 35% of
the geographical area is brought under the plough. Cultivable waste land
constitutes more than 20% of the area. Rice is cultivated in 11,540 htrs
followed by rubber (2,840 htrs) and cashew nut (2,270 htrs.). Industrially
the block is backward.

Nenmara

The block, on the south of the district, covers an area of 640 sq.
kms. and has a population of 67,411. The block consists of hill ranges and
hence the density of population is very low. The area available for
cultivation is limited due to the undulating surface of the hills. There is
scope for development of dairying. Nelliampathy range is said to be ideal
for rearing exotic breed of milch animals.
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Ottappalam

The block, on the west of the district, covers an area of 220 sq.
kms. It consists of 9 villages and 6 panchayats. The block is inhabited by
1,67,992 persons. Agriculture continues to be a major economic activity.
Paddy is the leading crop followed by tapioca, coconut and cashewnuts.
Irrigated area is only 1,016 htrs; rivers contributing over 50% followed
by wells and tanks.

Palakkad

. Palakkad ranks second only to Attappady in area and covers 723
sq. kms. The block, with two towns, 20 villages and constituting 12
panchayats, has a population of 3,87,911. The density of population is
472 per sq. km. Economic activities are sustained by a labour force which
forms 34% ofthe population. Agriculture occupies the foremost position
in providing employment and as a source of livelihood. The netarea sown
is 17,200 htrs., whereas forests cover 4,500 htrs. and cultivable land
(waste) 7500 htrs. Paddy occupies the foremost place in terms of cropped
area accounting for 11,219 acres. Irrigation is available from canals for
17,656 acres, from wells, 531 acres and from other sources, 168 acres.

Pattambi

Pattambi is one among the small blocks of the district and has an
area of 224 sq. kms., comprising of 11 panchayats, 13 villages and 2
towns. The block is inhabited by 2,71,975 persons and the density of
population is 841 per sq. km. which ranks highest among all blocks of the
district. Rural population accounts for more than 1,53,300. Agricultural
sector continues to be the main source of employment. Apart from paddy,
coconut occupies a very important place from the income point of view.
It covers an area of over 2,800 htrs; of which only 106 htrs are brought *
under irrigation.

Srikrishnapuram

Srikrishnapurém coversanareaof 219 sq. kms. withten villages
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and six panchayats. It is inhabited by, 1,44,928 persons. Paddy is the
important crop, followed by tapioca, cashewnut, vegetable and coconut.

Trithala

Trithala lies to the east of the district and is the smallest among
all the blocks. Having an area of 172 sq. kms, it comprises of 8 villages
and 7 panchayats. According to the 1991 census, it has a population of
1,64,254, of which 78,408 are males and 85,846 are females. Agriculture
is the major economic activity and is also a source of employment. About
7,803 cultivators are engaged in agriculture and this sectoremploys about
17,400 agricultural labourers. The net area sown is over 44% of the geo-
graphical area. Paddy is the major crop in the block. The next important crop
isarecanut which is grownin 2,500 htrs. Presently, irrigation is available to
more than 4,400 htrs. Industrially the block is backward.

AGRICULTURE

“Rice bowl of Kerala” is the synonym for Palakkad. The net
cultivated area of the district is 284 lakh hectares, ie., 64% of the
geographical area. Major portion of the cultivable land is used for raising
food crops. All food crops together account for about 80% of the gross
cropped area and paddy alone accounts for about 60% of it. Coconut,
groundnut, cotton, sugarcane, pepper, banana and cashew are some of
the major cash crops raised.

The Inten-
sive Agricultural
Development Pro-
gramme, popularly
knownasthe Package
Programme, was
started in the district
in 1962-63 in five
development blocks. k
The programme was . & o
implemented in &5 e B
stages in the entire A Golden Harvest of Paddy
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district, except the Attappady tribal block. Introduction of high yielding
varieties of paddy seeds has augmented the production of paddy
considerably.

The Intensive Paddy Development Unit Programme, or the
“Ela” programme, and the T and V Programme were introduced in the
district in 1971 and 1982 respectively. These programmes were
discountinued and Krishi Bhavans started functioning in 1987 in all
panchayats and muncipalities.

There are a number of agricultural institutions like the Regional
Agricultural Research Station, Soil Testing Laboratory, Fertiliser Quality
Control Laboratory, Mushroom Laboratory and Agricultural Engineering
Workshop.

Seeds of different paddy varieties are produced and distributed
through the five state seed farms in the district situated at Alathur,
Ananganadi, Kongad, Kannanur and Muthalamada. At the 325 hectare
orange and vegetable farm at Nelliyampathy, orange, coffee, cardamom,
mango and vegetables are cultivated. The fruit procesing unitin this farm
is popular for its squashes, jams and jellies. The Integrated Seed
Development Farmat Eruthiampathy is mainly intended for multiplication
of green manure, seeds, sugarcane, cotton and groundnut. The Central
Orchard, Pattambi and Horticultural Development Farm, Malampuzha
are some of the other important institutions where coconut, vegetables,
mango and ornamentals are cultivated. Training centres suchas RATTC,
Malampuzha and F.T.C. Alathur started functioning for imparting
training to agricultural officers and farmers respectively. A special rice
production programme with financial assistance of Rs. 20 crores is being
implemented from 1994-95 for boosting paddy production.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

There are a number of animal husbandry institutions to take care
of livestock and poultry. The district has one District Veterinary Centre,
4 veterinary poly clinics, 9 veterinary hospitals, 38 veterinary dispensaries,
three mobile farm aid units and one mobile veterinary dispensary. There
is a Regional Poultry Farm at Malampuzha to rear chicks for the plan
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schemes, a Government Goat Farm at Naikerpady in Attappady with a
capacity to rear 150 goats and two artificial insemintion centres; one
each at Vaniamkulam and Irumbakamchola. In addition, there are 13
veterinary sub centres to give first aid and two Regional Artificial
Insemination Centres, one at Palakkad and the other at Shornur. The 34
sub centres are under the direct control of I.C.D.P. project, Palakkad. The
Project Office covers the entire Palakkad district and a part of Thrissur
district. Sanction was also accorded to start a new Regional Artificial
Insemination centre at Mannarkkad. The state headquarters of the
Rinderpest Eradication Programme is situated at Palakkad. Eight border
checkposts are installed to protect cattle from this disease.

DAIRY DEVELOPMENT

The Dairy Development Department is undertaking programmes
aimed at increasing milk production and distribution to meet the per
capita minimum requirement of 280 gms of milk ‘per day in the state.
The dairy farmers are assisted with necessary inputs under various
programmes.

Dairy farm instructors and block level dairy developement officers
conduct house visits and advise farmers about the various aspects of
dairying. Farmers' contact programmes and indigenous milk products
manufacture demonstrations are held to benefit dairy farmers and rural
consumers. Assistance is provided for setting up model dairy farm units.
Cattle shows at block and district levels are organised to provide
motivation for the farmers. They are also assisted in the construction of
model cattle sheds and supplied with clean milk production kit for
hygenic milk production. Mineral and vitamin suppliments are distributed
to deserving farmers at subsidised prices.

Incentives for fodder cultivation on comercial scale is provided
to individual farmers and dairy co-operatives.

Thereare 140 dairy co-operatives functioning in the district. The
dairy co-operatives are assisted in the purchase of modern milk testing
equipments, milk cans, chemicals for testing and sanitation, setting up of
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