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colemEl @ailonoqsIfISs EaImE:8em. ‘MImoBEalale ‘@IS P0OENIMI M0 §O) @HORITD)
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@R@Bajd HSVERIG HOYMAN) (1948, 216). @R MOSAIRIIFHEBO MOBSISIGHOBHEBO GHSEHLD
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seflaoodle. @romes aflaiesmud emals, ~olmlavlelaln) msomAN  AMSE)MOICUAIDEM
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S$10EMo. ERRPOD aldid QINKMIMICUIEIBMOTINNGEO EREICCISTTIICIEMONT (A0 DG @i
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£IOS BRMDaladTlB:MIoIHM. QI EREABHOMO ERMEAIIGlalDAls RGN mSqual
SROM 2 )oOmaIe]. ¢Saflod  GAIDA ST  @HO0YGEAIIER @RYERIBHND mrao'lm)om‘lm'lmg
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INTERVIEW DATE TIME
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SETTING AND CIRCUMSTANCE
- FOLKLORE RECORED
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FULL OF RUSTIC CHARM
.| G.S.Paul .

Evolved through centuries and bequeathed from generation to generation, folk-
lore has been essentially man’s dialogue with Nature. More than art, if formed an
integral part of his life, spiritual and physical. Perhaps this explains the relevance
of the ritualistic traits that it embodies. And further, when stripped of these ele-
ments, it loses its intrinsic charm. Regrettably, ever since the emergence of classi-
cal art forms and their perennial process of perfection thanks to man’s intellectual
and aesthetic pursuits, the society in general has been myopic towards folk arts the
very forms that are the progenitor of the refined ones of recent origin. For the same
reason, most of them have already vanished and the surviving ones are on the
threshold of extinction. It is really heartening to see that People’s Plan Campaign
launched by the present Kerala Government has ventured to address this problem.
The two-day ‘Naadan Kalaa Kalari® organised by the Thrissur District Panchayat
manifested the commitment of the people to protect, preserve and disseminate the
rare art forms and indigenous know how in respect of traditional crafts and tech-
nology.

Surprisingly, for two days in succession, the premises of Kerala Sahitya Akademi
turned a festival ground where group after group of folk artistes vied with each
other to exhibit the best of their talents. More than a score of art forms were pre-
sented during which the performers seemed not only inspired but also possessed.
For instance, the four women who staged ‘Mudiyattam’ whirled their hair in ec-
stasy to the enthralhng rhythms blared out by three thudis, one veekkan chenda
and the music full of rustic charm that flowed from the ‘kuzhal’ — the short pipe
used in melams. The Kali worship that runs as a common thread in all the folk arts
was the mainstay for most of the performances including the former, ‘Karimkali’
and ‘Manjakkali’, etc., while ‘Nerchakottukali’, ‘Kaala kali’, etc. were expres-
sions of strong agricultural backdrop. Intcrestmgly, Nerchakottukali presented by
Thankappan and party from Perinjanam staged some alluring circular movements
clapping of hands. In this respect, it had much in common with the tradi-
K lkomkkah Slmllarly KoIkkall. Parichamuttukali and Kaikottikkali had

aattam : ‘Kuhtlrakkah 5 ‘Purattunatakam ‘Sarpam paattu’,
| nt among other items staged Even as the Kalari
r the pubhc to watch the rarely staged art forms
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