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NOTES

1. CONCEPT OF CULTURE

"Culture” Raymond Williams said two decades ago, "is one of
the two or three most complicated words in the English language. -
This is so partly because of its intricate historical development, in
several European languages, but mainly because it has now come to
be used for important concepts in several distinct disciplines and in
several distinct and incompatible systems of thought"(Key Words 1976)

2. CULTURE AND ADMINISTRATION

Culture is power. It is a pursuit of total perfection to know all that
concerns us most. As expressed through language and art, philosophy
and religion, education and science, films and newspapers, radio and
television, social habits and customs, political institutions and
economic organisations, culture heightens the skilis of an individual
and a society in its totality in all walks of life because it is by culture
thata man or a society gets an insight into the whole. Culture includes
not only art, music, dance and drama, but a whole way of life. In part,
culture is ‘Sanskrit’, or a process of refinement. It is in this broader
sense that culture has to be viewed.

Administration keeps the fabric of society intact. It is the tool of
the state to achieve its goal. It is an instrument of ordering human
relations to help individuals in developing their individuality and a
consistent, coherent personality. The art of administration comprises
direction, co-ordination, and control of persons constituting a society
to achieve some collective purpose or objective. Administrative
machinery is entrusted with the responsibility of keeping order in a
society without which there would be anarchy and human life would
be solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short. Administration thus plays a
vital role in the preservation of cultural values and the promotion of
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new value patterns consonant with the goals that the society sets for
itself. :

(India’s Culture, The State, The Arts and Beyond, B.P. Singh, Oxford
University Press, 1998). % i

3. MARXISM AND CULTURE

"Marx’s theory directly addressed some of these questions, in
particular the question of understanding culture within a wider theory
of social processes. For Marx, social and economic processes were

spart of the total cultural process by which man transformed his
environment and himself. Although Marx also worked with a holistic
model of culture and society, his theory offered at least the possibility
of a better understanding of culture by putting forward a more
differentiated model of social processes. Moreover, through the concept
of ideology, Marx drew attention to the power which may be embodied
in conceptualisations and world views. But the economism which
followed the Second International meant that the creative potential of
this model was not explored. Culture was now defined as an
epiphenomenon of the economic base, reflecting its structures and
having little importance in its own right. Knowledge was defined as
standing outside culture and power, representing absolute and
universal truth. This gave rise to the notion of ideology as non-science.
While ideology might have its roots in culture, knowledge was defined
as being outside culture. In this interpretation the critical possibilities
of the concept of ideology were reduced. Whiled in traditional Marxist
theory, the concept of ideology had drawn attention to certain
complexities in the relationship between ideas and material reality,
these complexities found no place in economistic interpretations of
culture and power were revived. Gramsci addressed the questions of
politics raised by the failure of the labour movement in Europe and
the emergence of fascism. To explain such a phenomena, he used a
conception of culture as constituting the means by which societies
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might reproduce themselves in spite of contradictions and power
differences. But even in Gramsci’s work there is a tendency to collapse
ideology and culture, both representating the ‘way of life’ of a society.
This tendency is also present in Foucault's work".

(Integrating Culture, Critical Perspectives on Contemporary Social
Theory, by Sarah Joseph, Sage Publications, New Delhi, 1998).

4. CULTURE AND POWER

"Everything in social and cultural life has fundamentally to do
with power. Power is atithe centre of cultural politics. It is integral to”
culture. All signifying practices - that is, all practices that have meaning
- involve relations of power. They subject us in the sense that they
offer us particular subject positions and modes of subjectivity. But
these subject positions are not all the same. The power relations
inherent in a particular signifying practice may be in a state of
equilibrium, but more often they involve relations of domination and
subordination. We are either active subjects who take up positions
from which we can exercise power within a particular social practice,
or we are subjected to the definition of others", (Cultural Politics, Glen
Jordhan, Oxford, 1995, Page 11). '

"Whose culture shall be of the official once and whose shall be
subordinated? What cultures shall be regarded as worthy of display
and which shall be hidden? Whose history shall be remembered and
whose forgotten? What images of social life shall be projected and
which shall be marginalised? What voices shall be heard and which
be silenced? Who is representing whom and on what basis?"

(Ibid . Page 4)
5. CULTURE IN INDEPENDENT INDIA

"India’s development process during the last forty years of her
freedom from colonial rule is characterised by a paradox : her
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impressive overall material progress is marked by a cultural lag or
even retrogression. Why is it that in the pre-independence period
India’s genius flowered into a cultural renaissance despite the inner
constraints arising from colonialism? Why is it that forty years of
independence have not contributed significantly towards,a new
cultural renaissance? Why is it that the development process has
thrown up a new middle class, the New Rich, who are stricken by the
malady of what Mathew Arnold called philistinism, in sharp indictment
of the middle classes of his times in England (Mathew Arnold 1932)?
Why is it that the rise of a new middle class in independent India is
associated with the upsurge of unbridled consumerism, the pursuit of
the pleasure principle at one end and the resurgence of religious
revivalism and social, obscurantism at another? Why is it that the
tender sproutings of a new culture are covered up 'by the weeds of
consumerism of revivalism? These are vital questions which are
agitating thoughtful and sensitive Indians in all walks of life".

(Culture, Communication and Social Change, P.C. Joshi, 1989).
6.  SECULARISM AND INDIA’S FUTURE

"Let me conclude by returning to the issue with which | started,
the secularising of Indian society. There has been some hostility to
secularism, in part because it is projected as a denial of religion. |
have tried to show that this is not the meaning of secularism. The
more fierce hostility has risen not from the fear of weakening religion
but from the fear that if the politics of religious communities are
replaced by the attempt to empower civil society, it will encourage a
system which gives primacy to the rights and equality of all citizens,
essential to the secularising of society. As long as some citizens are
regarded as more Indian than others, and this differentiation draws
from the notion of exclusive religious communities, concern with
matters of social and economic change will be set aside and attention
diverted to a pretense of safeguarding religion and the nation".
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"The intensification of Hindutwa has acted, as intended by its
followers, to divert attention from the fact that almost half the
population of India is at or below the poverty line and is denied even
the most basic rights and amenities. Instead of working towards
providing these rights and amenities to the tribals and the dalits the
focus has been shifted to the irrelevant questions of the right to convert.
The hype surrounding the issue of which Indians are indigenous and
which are foreign, basing this identity on the false premise of whether
they follow a religion which is indigenous to the sub-continent or is
west Asian in origin, has led to the most inhuman and uthethical
behaviour on the part of groups claiming to defend Hinduism and is
directed towards those labelled as Muslims and Christians".

"The secularising of Indian society is necessary to both improving
the condition of those below the poverty line and those who are victims
of majoritarian communalism. This requires the empowering of civil
society which would have to be based on the centrality of social ethics
- the creating and nurturing of values focusing on a concern and respect
for fellow citizens. This is a necessary precondition for secularising
society and would in turn strengthen the secular policies of the state.
Social ethics would involve legal order, political freedom, individual
autonomy and material well-being. And these in effect mean not only
the equality of every citizen before the law about more than that, the
access of every citizen to the law, democratic rights of representation
assume unhindered adult franchise and would oppose ideologies
which endorse social hierarchies; and material well-being would
involve a minimum economic security in the form of social welfare.
Social welfare subsumes the right to elementary education and the
availability of basic health facilities - the least which modern state is
expected to provide. Education is pivotal to this change. The right to
a personal religious expression would be safe-guarded on a
consciousness of individual autonomy".
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(Historical Interpretations and the secularising of Indian Society, Romila
Thapar, Visthar, Bangalore, 1999).

7. MEDIA AND CULTURE

"A media culture has emerged in which images, sounds, and
spectacles help produce the fabric of everyday life, dominating leisure
time, shaping political views and social behaviour, and providing the
materials out of which people forget their very identities. Radio,
television, film and the other products of culture industries provide
the models of what it means to be male or female, successful or a
failure, powerful or powerless. Media culture also provides the
materials out of which many people construct the sense of class. Of
ethnicity and race, of nationality, sexuality, of "us" and "them". Media
culture helps shape the prevalent view of the world and deepest values;
it defines what is considered good or bad, positive or negative, moral
or evil. Media stories and images provide the symbols, myths and
resources which help constitute a common culture for the majority of
individuals insert themselves into contemporary techno-capitalist
societies.and which is producing a new form of global culture".

"Media culture consists of systems of radio and the reproduction
of sound (albums, cassettes, CDs and their instruments of dissemination
such as radios, cassette recorders and so on); of film ad its modes of
distributions (theatrical playing, video-cassette rental, TV showings); -
of print media ranging from newspapers to magazines; and to the
systems of television which stands at the centre of media culture. Media
culture is a culture of the image and often deploy sight-and sound.
The various media - radio, film, television, music and print media
such as magazines, newspapers, and comic books - privilege either
sight or sound, or mix the two senses. Playing as well as on a broad
range of emotions, feelings and ideas. Media culture is manipulation
can help individuals empower themselves in relation to dominant
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media and culture. It can enhance individual sovereignity vis-a-vis
media culture and give individuals more power over their cultural
environment and the necessary literacy to produce new forms of
culture".

(Media Culture, Cultural Studies, identity and politics between the
Modern and the Post modern, Douglas Kellner, Routledge, London,
1995). '

8. . DEVELOPMENT OF MARXIST THOUGHT ON CULTURE

This is not only indigenously Marxist concept in the sense in
which ideology may be said to be. The concept has often been used
in‘'ways particularly repellent to most Marxists, whether to defend the
notion of ‘art for art’s sake, or in a very different use of the term, to
reject a materialist approach in anthropology (Sahlins 1976). Yet many
of the most important twentieth-century discussions of AESTHETICS,
and more generally cultural questions, have been by Marxists.
Moreover, there is a crucial cultural dimension to the whole Marxist
and socialist project, and questions of culture and ideology have been
so central to Western Marxism that some writers have identified a
distinct trend of "culturalist’ Marxism.

"We have already noted two uses of the term culture which can
be taken as the extreme poles of its use. In one, it denotes the aesthetic
domain of, in particular, ART and LITERATURE and the relations
between them. At the other end of the spectrum are antropological
uses of the term to denote the "whole way of life’ of a society, often
constructed in an idealist way as founded upon meanings, values and
so on. Somewhere between these two extremes we find the cluster of
senses most fully developed within German idealist thought, in which
culture is seen as the realm of objective mind or spirit and its
embodiment in human institutions. Here ’culture’ retains its original
sense of cultivation and development, Bildung, sometimes identified

24



with civilisation and sometimes distinguished from it as something
more profound, but almost always given a strongly positive evaluation.

"Not surprisingly, few Marxist writers have identified themselves
whole-heartedly with any of these uses, in so far as they suggest a
separation between different aspects of a intelligentsia, which would
take up and incorporate what was valuable in bourgeois culture (just
as it would incorpdrate the more advanced methods of work
organisation, such as Taylorism). The concept of cultural revolution
was taken up in the GDR and other socialist countries in the 1950s. In
China, however, the Cultural Revolutions of the 1960s attacked
bourgeoisin a way which was more in the spirit of the radicles against
whom Lenin’s polemics were addresses".

"Despite his conservatism on aesthetic questions, Lenin’s concept
of cultural revolutions seems to have set the tone for the very broad
concept of culture which is prominent in present-day discussion in
the socialism countries. In USSR it is often linked to the concept of
'way of life’ (byt), in a way which comes close to the early sense of
culture as Bildung. (The constitution of the German Democratic
Republic for example, includes not just the arts but ‘physical culture’,
sport and tourism’, as ‘elements of socialist culturé’).

“Western Marxism is generally seen as beginning with Lukacs
and Gramsci, and this is certainly the starting point of a tradition which
has been very much concerned with questions of culture; indeed it is
hardly too much to see them as the twin pregenitors of subsequent
work in this area. Lukacs was reared on German neo-Kantianism, and
his essay of 1920 on’Old and New Culture’ is a Marxist reformulation
of a concept of culture derived from this tradition in general and Simmel
in particular. Lukacs defined culture in opposition to civilisation as
‘the ensemble of valuable products and abilities which are dispensable
in relation to the immediate maintenance of life. For example, the
internal and external beauty of a house in contract to its durability
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and protectiveness’. Culture in this sense is destroyed by capitalist
'production for the market, and since 'the sociological precondition of
culture is man as an end in himself’, a new culture, whose features
are at present "the task of criticism be not so much to search for the
particular interest-groups to which cultural phenomena have to be
assigned, but rather to decipher the general social tendencies which
are expressed in these phenomena and through which their powerful
interests raised themselves. Cultural criticism must become social
physiognomy. (ibid.p.30).

"Culture, analysed in terms of COMMODITY FETISHISM and
(especially by Adorno) REIFICATION, appeared in two main forms.
The first is what Marcuse called ‘affirmative culture’. Affirmative culture
in the bourgeois world is, as religion was for Marx, 'the sigh of the
oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless, world: the soul of soulless
conditions. It is the opium of the people’ ("Critique of Hegel’s
Philosophy of Right: Introduction). As Marcuse put it: -

"By affirmative culture is meant that culture of the bourgeois
epoch which led in the course of its own development to the
segregation from civilisation of the mental and spiritual world as an
independent realm of value that is also considered superior to
civilisation. Its decisive characteristic is the assertion of a universally
obligatory, eternally better and more valuable world essentially
different from the factual world of the daily struggle for existence, yet
realisable by every individual for himself’ from within’, without any
transformation of the state of fact’. (Ibid.p.95)".

"Culture, and art in particular, thus has an ambiguous role : it
upholds the desires for freedom and happiness (the promesse de
boinheur) which are thwarted in modern societies, but projects them
into an illusory sphere and thus affirms the status quo by ’pacifying
rebellious desire’ (Ibid.p.121). The bourgeois rules less by force than
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by HEGEMONY has been crucial, in a more diffuse way, for
contemporary Marxists as diverse as Raymond Williams and Althusser.
The focus on culture is clearest in Britain, in the work of Williams, the
historian Edward Thompson, and members of the Birmingham Centre
for Contemporary Cultural Studies founded by Richard Hoggart.
However, even those who have criticized this approach on the basis
of French STRUCTARALISM share an equal, though differently
formulated concern with superstructural phenomena (Eagleton 1976
and johnson, in Barrett et. al. 1979). This is also true of the important
work of Pierre Bourdieu and his associates in France, which uses the
notions of symbolic and cultural capital to trace the reproduction of
class relations in educational systems and politics as well as in’cultural
consumption’ in a narrower sense (Bourdieu and Passeron 1970,
Bourdieu 1979. Imperialism, too, has been seen to be a cultural as
well as an economic and military phenomenon. Here the advanced
countries virtual monopoly of television, book, magazine and news
agency output is merely one aspect of a process in which the Third
World is exposed to a Western ‘business culture’ in the sphere of
production and to a consumer culture which encourages the
misallocation of resources (schiller 1976)". 3

"It remains to be seen how far Western Marxism will retain its
somewhat one-sided preoccupation with superstructures, whether
conceived in terms of culture, ideology, or more diffuse notions of
signification and representation. It is clear, however, that there is an
increasing awareness (partly due to FEMINISM) of the interrelation of
production and reproduction, ad it seems likely that Marxists, will
come to think less in terms of the complicated mechanisms of cultural
and reproduction within existing modes of production".

(A Dictionary of Marxist Thought, Edited by Tom Bottomore, Blackwell
Reference, England, 1983).
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