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H B V infection is tolerated by body and once infection
occurs, Vast majority become chroniccarriers. Younger the age
of getting the infection, greater is the chance of developing carrier
state, In vertical transmission from mother to new born the carrier
state may develop in 80-90% whereas in transmission in adult life
the chances are less. Most of the carriers tolerate the virus which

replicates in the liver.  They show HBs Ag positivity and viremia%

but at the same time do not suffer from the disease. They are the
main source of spread to others. This state may persist life long.
Risk of the primary carcinoma of the liver is high in them and many
of the cases of liver cell eancer occuring in young adults, especially
in India and other neighbouring countries is attributable to HBV.

In waestern countries it much lower, universal immunization of

new borns with hepatitis B vaccine will be an effective method to--~

reduce carrier stats in the community” (page-225, 226 ‘Text Book

of Medicine” by K. V. Krishna Das. Bsc., MBBS, FRCP (E), FAMS,
DTM & H)

Hepatitis B is a major public health problem in India. During
1983 a total of 139, 101 cases and 1, 925 deaths of viral hepatitis
were reported (page-186 Text Book of perventive and social Medic—

ine, by J. E. park & K. park) The side effects of the vaccine are ~
slight and are local and transcient. They include pain and stiffness

at th'e_ _site of injection. (page-189, Text book of preventive & so%ial
Medicine.) B1104d %H0mMarvolme, quleoomulrv® 8san® e1laiolm.
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@am. (The vaccine is more than 90% effective in providing long

term immunity after 3 doses! Page-102, Gi/Liver secrets- by
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