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Magazine Committee
publisher 3 fr. sebastian mullooparambil
chief editor : jinto enchikalayil
ass.editors : rijo mapranathukaran
sub editors 2 jeff shawn

satheesh parathottu
sinto nangini
liju porathur
statement of ownership and other particular about magazine
(fromiv - see rule-8)

place of publication > dharmaram college, bangalore

periodicity of publication ? annual

year of publication : january 2008

publisher’s name & address ! fr. s. mullooparambil
e-section
dharmaram college p.o.
560029

nationality : indian

i, fr. s. mullooparambil, here by declare that the particulars given above are true to the best of my knowledge
and belief.

sd/-
fr. s. mullooparambil
publisher
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Jesus, Our Saviour

Bl. Chavara, Pray for Us
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EDITORIAL

SPANDANAM——-——————-I1TZZ COOL
SPANDANAM-——--—-——-1TZZ DYNAMIC
SPANDANAM——————ITZZ CREATIVE
SPANDANAM———————1TZZ AWESOME
SPANDANAM--—-——-—- —-1TZZ TERRIFIC
SPANDANAM————-—-ITZZNOSTALGIC
SPANDANAM——-—————-- ITZZ TRANSFORMATIVE

FEEL THE ENTHUSIASM OF E SECTION........
MOVING ALONG SPANDANAM.........

FEEL THE LOVE OF E SECTION........
HEARING THE BEATS OF SPANDANAM

SPANDANAM .........

AN EXOTIC BLEND OF
ARTICLES
POEMS
DRAMAS
REFLECTIONS
REVIEWS
JOKES
PAINTINGS..............

SPANDANAM- ......
READ IT

HEARIT
FEELIT........

Chief Editor
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Message of Fr. Prior General

Dear Fr. Master and Brothers
Wish you all a happy Christmas and a prosperous bright new year!

Iam delighted to learn that you have decided to bring out a souvenir on

your section day. Let me therefore extend to you my heartfelt

congratulations and best wishes for this creative endeavor.

A hand written souvenir is surely significant in the context of brothers under formation.
This would definitely echo the harmony and concord that you experience in the section as
a single unit. Further this would immortalize your two years of philosophy studies.In other

words this souvenir would remain as a collection of reminiscence.

It is usually observed that the present day formees do not show sufficient enthusiasm to
exhibit their literary talent s in comparison to other activities. St. Irenius said, “Glory of
God is man and woman fully alive. *“ Need less to emphasize the importance of perfecting
every God given talent; I hope you all would deem the creation of a souvenir as a splendid
opportunity to grow and thereby add glory to God.

Best wishes to all and success to the souvenir.

Fr. Antony Kariyil

Prior General
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Qur Rector Speaks...

It is amazing to watch the many and manifold creative activitiés the members
of E section engage in, which reflects the Spndanam or heartbeat of the section. It goes
without saying that Rev. Fr. Sebastian Mullooparambil CMI, the master and the brothers
of ‘E’section left behind them in a span of two years, an indelible mark by their originality,

creativity and ingenuity. Their performance on and off the stage maintained the desired
standard and dignity, which is a legacy of Dharmaram. During the golden jubilee year of Dharmaram the
brothers of “E’ section rose to the occasion to make this event a memorable one. They have learned from
experience that in every difficulty there is an opportunity, but for those not wise enough, every opportunity

encountered may seem a difficulty.

A wise king once sought advice from hi s spiritual master about to do if he faced a grave crisis. The
master gave him a locket and asked him to open only when he was in difficulty and not otherwise. The king is
defeated in the battle and loses his kingdom. In hiding, he opens the locket to find two short notes: even this will
pass, and second, if one door closes another opens. Eventually he wise back his kingdom, and when thanking
his master, asks “why does the door closed?” the master replies, ““ the door is always open, but your mind is
closed. *“ there are two types of the worlds we live in— the visible one and the invisible world, the outer world
and the inner world. Our body is in the outer space but mind is in another space. Just as the body gets dirty
from the saroundings, the mind may get solid if visit only dirty places in the inner world. If you brood over
negative things like dislike, anger and jealousy, the mind gets dirty. Here is real pain when the mind lives in
negativity.

We have to give stress on “watching the mind” to make sure negative thoughts don’t intrude. You can
admire a celebrity who seems to be much better off than you but not feel jealous. You can even dislike a person
without feeling hatred. You can express your opinion without causing hurt.

The brothers of ‘E’ section seem to have learned these principles and started practicing the same.

Congratulation and Best Wishes!

Fr. James Narithookil CMI

Rector.
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Our Master’s voice

‘Spandanam’ is a mirror that reflects the creative
talents of thirty six buds who are in the process of being
blossomed to give fragrance of virtues to the whole world. A
Sanyasi who is closed in his hermit of silence and solitude

reciting the mantras is like the man who hid his master’s coin in

the ding. Talents are to be used; abilities are to be expressed;
innate aptitudes are to be awakened. Then only they will give
fragrance to the world, light tin the darkness and comfort to the ill-hearted.

In the pages of ‘Spandanam’ we see the strives and efforts of E section brothers (2006-
2008) to sow the seeds of their artistic talents in the bloody soil of human heart. Let they
fall on the good soil and produce fruit thirty fold, sixty fold an hundred fold. Let all who
toiled behind this endeavor be blessed beyond bounds.

Fr. Sebastian Mullooparambil
Master

E-Section
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From Dean’s Desk

Spandanam: The Golden beats!

A g The “golden beats’ of Dharmaram echo in the lives of

Dharmaramites,

And ‘E’ would gladly make them their “own” spandanam.

Could they be the rhythmic beats of a heart, natural but
’ spontaneous,
Or, fine tunings of a commune-heart, flared by love and

compassion?

Could they be the sparkles of a mind, natural but anonymous,

Or, sober musings of a commune-mind, inspired by a vision?

Could they be the potentials of a nervous system, natural but automatic,

Or. noble actions of a commune-nerve, propelled by a mission?

May ‘Spandanam’ capture the golden beats of hearts, minds and lives of ‘E’!

[t's my wish and prayer for the year 2008 and beyond!!

Fr. Kurian Kachappilly
Dean, Faculty of Philosophy
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Felicitation

lam indeed overwhelmed by the enthusiasm and creativity of my younger brothers
from “L." Section in bringing out a magazine like this. I congratulate you for your maiden

expression in this format.

‘Words written or spoken are always powerful. Pen is, was and will be mightier than
sword. The letter to the Hebrews reveals the power of the word of God, ‘ Indeed the
word of God is living and active, sharper than any tow edged sword, piercing until it
divide soul from sprit , joints from marrow, it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions
of the heart.’(1leb 4: 12-13)

May vour words and expressions in this magazine have the anointing of the ever powerful
world of God and may it create ripples in this tech savvy modern world to make a transit

towards the divine.
May the good [.ord bless you more!
Fr. Varghese Kelamparambil

Financial Administrator

Christ College
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Felicitation

Hai dear friends of E- Section

Greetings of the season on your Elan Feast!

May I also wish you God’s choicest blessings for your new venture.

@  Letthe title ‘Spandanam’ pears in your heart and mind. Let no activity

be perfected from you without a divine and human Spandanam.

Moreover let this occasion be a source of inspiration for you to deepen your religious,
social and cultural tastes and talents, Reflect on this day , my dear friends, that when
Jesus lived, there emerged a history; so too with Gandhi, Mother Teresa or Abraham
Lincoln. Do you know what was the secret for this? Nothing but there Divine Touch.
Jesus loving touch brought redemption. Gandhi’s loving touch brought freedom for a
nation. Mother Teresa’s loving touch brought human dignity to the poorest of the poor.
Lincoln’s loving touch brought human dignity to the poorest of the poor. Lincoln’s loving
touch opened the windows of liberty to the last, the least and the lost ot the society (the
blacks). Yes dear friends, they perfected their lives with a divine touch which is the source

and foundation for every form of Spandanam.

Fr. Mathew Attumkal cmi
Staff, DVK.

Bachelors of Philosophy 2006-08 9



S5\ Becoming”
Beyond

The Enchanting Flowers

The enchanting flowers
That were dancing and fluttering
At the lakeshore
Conquered my heart like a dragon.
The spring blooms new fowlers
And brought up them in the shining sun
But they will extinct one day.
Though I know this eternal truth
I’m attracted in its dazzling beauty.
I’d like to watch their beauty.

But I too “have to go miles ahead

Before I got into sleep *
As I see them more
I do want to see them more.
I know they’ll extinct one day
Still, I can’t be without them.
Their serenity tranquilized my sorrows
They alleviated my tensions,
And wept away my inner chaos.
Beyond the horizon,
The sun is setting down.
The birds are flying back to nests
And animals to the caves
I too‘ve to return to my hut

Before it 1s darkened.

Antochan Thunduparambil
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When you enter a crowded room or go on a picnic or to a
party, who is the most attractive and appealing person there? It is the
person who is cheerful, has a smiling face and behaves as if he or she is

enjoying every moment of the event! Such people have an optimistic

outlook on life. They are the ones with a positive attitude.

A person with a positive attitude gets on with the job at hand. He doesn’t brood over
what’s gone before or might happen in the future. If there is a problem, he quickly thinks
of ways to solve it. He doesn’t pass the buck or blame other people or circumstances for
it. If the problem cannot be solved singly, he seeks help from someone. He doesn’t feel
that it’s below his dignity to seek assistance. It’s just not possible, even for the greatest
optimist, to smile all the time and feel good the livelong day. Everyone has a spell of the
blues now and then, when everything seems bleak and without cheer. But once you
develop a positive attitude, once you realize that life is a roller coaster ride, a series of ups
and downs, dark clouds and silver linings, in no time at all, you’ve bounced back, ready

to welcome the world again with open arms and huge grin!

To build up your confidence, try to understand the purpose of each activity you are
engaged in. this will help you to find the task meaningful. Pursue the task with a positive
mind and when you complete the task you will feel
a sense of satisfaction. Besides the task you are
required to do, however meaningful and useful they
are, set a task for yourself that no one has asked
you to do. The task could be anything. Just do it

because you want to do it. It’ll help you develop

confidence in your own abilities. So from this

moment on, keep your face to the sunshine and

you will never see the shadows.

Anoop Thuruthimattom
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FRIENDSHIP

If one falls, his friend can help him up. But pity of the man who falls

and has no one to help him up! (Ecclesiastes 4:10)

A true friend is one who knows all your faults and loves you anyway. We all long for a friend like that,

a person with whom we can share our secret dreams, fears, and insecurities-a
person who will never abandon us even if we mess up, lose everything, or
become a permanent burden.

Of course, if that is what we are looking for, then we have the whole

process backwards. Far more important than finding a new friend is being a

true friend. We need to be the kind of friend who never gives up, even when
we have been hurt, misunderstood, or rejected. We also need to be the kind of friend who lovingly confronts
and corrects.

Take a good look at the kind of friend you are, and develop openness in your relationships that
removes all fear of abandonment or discovery. Be the one who accepts and loves unconditionally. There is a
saying: ” friendship is a glue that keeps us from falling apart”. But, if our friendship is not a good one, this
saying may become incorrect. So each our friendship should be based on the divine love of Jesus. Then there
will be no chance to go wrong. And also each should pray for one another and should bring our friendship into

our daily prayer. Then our friendship will be a blessing in.our life.

Joshy M. Maduckayil
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Climate Change: The Most Visible Threat of the Day

The most visible catastrophe that world face today is
climate change. If this threat is not taken with sufficient
importance it might even lead to the end of the living beings on
earth. Remember it is believed that the age of dinosaurs came
to an end with such a catastrophe. But in a way we are very

lucky now because before any serious effects are being shown,

we are being understood about climate change, particularly global
warming. Almost a century back, there were scientists who

spoke about global warming. As Spencer puts it in 7he Discovery of Global Warming,

“In 1896, a lonely Swedish scientist discovered global warming.... In the 1950s, a
few scientists in California discovered global warming- as a possibility, a risk that
might perhaps come to pass in a remote future. In 2001, an extraordinary organization
mobilizing thousands of scientists around the world discovered global warming- as
a phenomenon that had measurably begun to affect the weather and was liable to
get much worse.”

Global Warming Across the Globe
As far as I understand, global warming has never become a public issue, only some

scientists concern. The representatives of small island nations are so cautious about
global warming, because they know that the rising sea levels will one day wash away their
nations. So they argue for strong statements against climate change in [PCC. In its first
report in 1990, IPCC concluded, ““...the world has indeed warming.. . it could take another
decade before scientists could be confident that the change was caused by the green
house effect... there could be a warming of several degrees by the year 2050.” With out
any doubt, the heat is on. According to the reports the average
surface temperature across the globe has increased by 0.74
degrees centigrade in the past century. It is an unprecedented
rise. In the past 150 years, the 11 hottest years were witnessed
since 1995. Worse, the Arctic 1s warming twice as rapidly as
the rest of the world and there is a distinct possibility of the

Greenland Ice Sheet collapsing altogether and pushing up sea

levels by several meters.
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If the rise in sea levels continues like this; island countries
like Bangladesh would experience severe flooding and erosion
of land. Ecospheres rich in biodiversity would vanish due to
the destruction of vast stretches of mangroves and salt
marshals. If ocean temperature continues to be warm, it

would result in bleaching of corals. And acidification of ocean

would cause shell dissolution. As a consequence of this two
marine life would be in trouble.

Above all these worries, major glaciers in the high mountains
across the world are melting so rapidly that the water balance in the mega deltas supported
by them is being severely disturbed and it will lead to a reduction in crop yields. On a
different front, if the temperature increases like this the biodiversity would be at high risk.

Even some fractions of raise in temperature may become harmful to wild life.

The Indian Experiences of Global Warming

Unfortunately, India would be some of those countries that will suffer the most serious
consequences of the result of global warming. The impacts like increase in torrential rains
in the Northwest pats of the country, a dip in the number of rainy days along the east
coast and severe floods are already being experienced. According to the records, “Mumbai
had a record 944mm of rainfall on July 26 and 27 in 2005, in which over 1,000 lives were
lost and property worth Rs 1,700 crore destroyed. Last year, Surat, Barmer and even
Srinagar experienced serious floods during monsoon.” Amidst of this worries,droughts
are also become common in India. Around eleven million people were affected by the
droughts in Orissa in the years 2000 and 2002. Now a
days there are a number of cyclone formed in the Bay of
Bengal and as a result of which there is a great loss of
lives and property. By the end of this century there would
be a raise in sea level at least by 40cms and it will affect
around 50 million people of India who lives near coastline.

All these are some kinds of earlier signs of what India

would experience in future, if global warming has not taken

seriously.
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Global warming will cause the melting of the glaciers in Himalayas. If Himalayas are
melted away, it will adversely affect the Himalayan ecology and the people living in the
region. Also India’s great northern rivers, like the Ganga and the Yamuna, are dependent
on the glaciers for perennial water supply and when all of a sudden the glaciers are melted
there would be huge floods and followed by severe droughts. The UN panel report warns
that glaciers across the Himalayas are melting at an alarming rate and may disappear
altogether by 2035. The frequent coming of floods and droughts will cause ultimately the
shortage of water also the winter precipitation of water also expected to reduce. As a
result of which there would be a great water shortage in India. According'to the statistics,
“Gross per capita availability of water in India is expected to decline from the current
1,820 cubic metre a year to a low as 1,140 cubic metre a year in 2050- a 30per cent drop.
It is a figure close to 1,000 cubic metres that has been classified by the UN as a water

scarcity zone.

When such a huge shortage of water is there in India, half of the
nation’s people will at least suffer. The difficulties of the
agricultural sector would be very acute. Thus productivity of the
food grains would drop in future. Scientific studies showing that

even a 0.5 degree centigrade rise in winter temperatures could

reduce wheat yields by 0.45 tonne per hectare—a 17 per cent

drop in the productivity. The impact on human health also will be acute. Dengue would
spread rapidly and diarrhoeal diseases would make a strong comeback. Pachauri says:
“Worldwide, we have only a short window of opportunity to take remedial measure.
Otherwise, the implications would be serious.”

let me conclude this article with one of the top ten quotations of 2007 “The planet is in
distress, and all of the attention is on Paris Hilton. We have to ask ourselves, what is going
on here?”

(Al Gore, reported by Time Magazine)
' Libin Kariyil
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1. Acts of god are like riddles [African proverb]

2. The lack of money does not necessarily mean that one is
poor [African proverb]

3. The prayer of the chicken hawk does not get him the
chicken [Swahili proverb]

4. Alone traveler is swept away by a stream [Tonga
proverb]

Great thoughts to remember

1. Doing easily what others find difficult is talent, doing
what is impossible for talent is genius.

2. Two things indicate weakness to be silent when it is

proper to speak and to speak when it is proper to be
silent.

3. It 1s better to suffer loneliness than to be in evil
company.

4. Itis not what we get from work that is important but
what we become through it

&

Jimmy Ulladamparambil
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' DEATH

Oh! I see death around,

not the “Yama’ sort of bluff,
with bull and rope behind,
chasing men with nasty stuff.

Before my eyes I see,
thousands of death always.

d Oh eyes! You are cursed,
to watch these dreadful things.

It’s not the dead man who is dead,
but the addicted, poor and oppressed,
dying an econo-socio-spirituo-death,
worse than real breath stopping death.

| Death draws no boundaries,

trees and plants suffer and die,
suffocated by toxic air and

man’s feet crushing the small one’s.

Antibiotics gift a quick death,
to minute beings inside.
Depression gift slow death,
to mega beings sans mercy.

Will there be death of death?
Asks mind with awe.

If so who can do it?

You and I, when we are dead!!

Sijo Thekumkattil
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Being§
Becomin
Beyond

ONLY IF YOU WANT HEAVEN, READ IT!!!

That mother came to Jesus and asked. . .

[ want one of my sons on your left and other on your right in heaven
No! It is for the one whom my father decides. ..

Replied Guru........

Yes! We all wish the seat in heaven..
But, there is a man who earned it by just a word. ...

It is none other than the one who was on the right side of Jesus at Calvary..

What made him to get the clear seat to heaven. ..

There is nothing supernatural.. ..

He did only one thing. ..
When he was at cross...

In his sufferings. . ..

In his pains and failures. ........

He looked his side to the sufferings ofhis neighbor..

Then he saw Jesus at his side. ..

For that he accepted himself
He accepted his fellow beings
He accepted God

Yes, if you too want heaven....
Acceptyourself the state you are
And look into the sufferings of the fellow Beings. ..........

Sure!! We will meet in the Heaven..............

Lijusss
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=\ Becomin{
Beyond

Who is the Saint

A Saint’s life is in the hands of
God as a bow and arrow in the hands
of an archer. God is aiming at something,
the saint cannot see, he stretches and strains,
and every now and again the saint says: “I cannot
stand any more.” But God does not heed . He goes
on Stretching until his purpose is in sight, then he lets
fly. We are here for God’s desires, not for our own.
Who is the greatest saint in the world? It is not he who
gives most alms, or 1s most eminent for temperance, chas-
tity, or justice; but it is he who is always thankful to God,
who wills everything that God wills, who receives
everyting as an instance of God’s goodness, and has a
heart always ready to praise God for it.
Saints are usually killed by their own people. A saint
is one the light shines through. A saint is one who
makes goodness attractive.

H

=" g \
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Friendship and the Real Love

Friendship 1s an art to be cultivated, whether with humans or with God. And this
art often involves taking a risk or even to lay down one’s life for one’s friend if needed. In
our couture today, there is much talk about ‘love’ but relatively little about friendship.
What is so special about friendship? We seldom fall into love but we do not fall into

friendship, although we can fall out of friendship. We
j have to keep healthy friendships. It has to be a mutual
and mature relationship. Being friends may often mean
walking through dark valleys together. Being a real friend
means: “being available”, a sharing of life, knowledge,

and even self.

A friend is even disposed to lay down his life for other
friends. Can we be this kind of friends for others? In
my personal reflection God is such a friend and so is Jesus who calls us ‘friends’, not
servants. Somewhere I read that the supreme happiness is the conviction that we are
loved. It gives great joy that we are being loved, accepted, and recognized by others.
Jesus is a genuine friend and a companion. Genuine friendship deserves real love. I can
give a clear example in order that we may experience the real love and presence of Jesus
amidst us. It is the nature of the sun to give us warmth and light. The sun always shines,
always radiates its warmth and light. We can allow its
light to fill our senses and surroundings with light.
.- However, we can also separate ourselves from the sun in
partial ways or even completely. We can put an umbrella
or we can lock ourselves in a dark room on where the

sun cannot possibly reach us. Whatever we do, we know

that the sun itself does not change.
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The sun does not ‘go out’ if we lock ourselves in some barricaded dungeon. Just so is
Jesus’ love and friendship.

Because we are free, we can separate ourselves from his love and friendship. We can
leave him just as we left the light of the sun. But Jesus, like the sun in our comparison does
not change. Just as the sun always invites us to return to its warming. So Jesus is forever

inciting us to return to Him.

So dear friends, keep always healthy friendships and
keep in touch with them. It is a fact that true friendship
is God’s great blessing. ‘Perhaps you may have
number of good friends but the one who loves you
has only you as a good friend’. So, do not avoid
anybody. And when we get lot of friends in the world,
do not avoid the only eternal friend ‘Jesus’ who is

the sole and strength of our existence.

Arun Vallavasseril

BEGIN WELL
Beginning is half done
: ) The first step is the hardest.
I have learned one important thing in my life - how to begin again.
If well thou hast begun, go on foreright; It is the end that crowns us, not the fight.
The beginning is the most important part of the work.

Sibin Periyapadan

30 Bachelors of Philosophy 2006-08









mlenal...

0D 0)5100 HMOm H01EE:O5VNTB Ealorlo af)Mee00] aid:0000 al0OMMORB1W]0)
any. @y MIenal «f)Han QAILPO® CHOCloMGlalailalo)im). aio aferilo @&l Mmlald
allom oM @Rolwoe® &80) MmIdRlw midlaomlad (wallaf) @)seEl. (WoaL oflamls
20010la] )M BaOI@aldVilcelsn) af)om Al Msoml. %H0oMIdle] «f)ead =lailoe
comS 85162J8MMEajoud emomilwoe® @Ry mlenalle® B8®OTIGIEWHO MEMasla)).

F1FlH8d: ROMOMIENHS TVeRIGla)) Meail@d &)SlMFEMI0Ud MM ERMIBILIOTD
ABEMO afHMBAM)EAIa]). 6MOM alfl MVIAIMEBS}0 OENI®). of)OMR DBE:CHNMITI HO]
WG] HOBIENAN @RAVITLAGGHS)0, GREITVM@AS alS)H)$FlWallod ®a8slw)s)an v My
@w)o Menallom )emildlwomd @REN) AO0]. TVAJRLAOW TVEINOHODILNOHSD)o (S1WI
ODBWLIHSV)o TVERIBISHN)AIOM)o (alGaI0BMEAD.

AlGaY, B0) MOWB MO BHoomIE)M mlenailom afMles) @:oemomowlel. o)
3006Mo SO0 QflCld:80W GRCLIEBUWE )00 2MMVING B0} BINODD A0} GSEIIN).
@R&00OmION Allolaocieelsd) aMOM G@RYEAUUDCOMINS BMOBHOHNETEIDYIN). alGhH
@RATWHO0OMINM HMOM 51T MO8 MIqYa00MOWIBaM.

)M )8EIS B)30I0M3 Allateilai®20® 2 M08 SOHLISIOM). of)IMo FMI
H6EMNE10)IN  @RYUIOMVo, UOMIMVIT MAMBS EROaIMo af)QilOSEa oWl 20EI). oD
&Sa[l99)HoV10)eMMO )03 AMAVIOS: MI0laf)B:6010).

AN OTMESIBE H050060 AlUBleEHMEB:06MEI0}M]. af)AllosSewo cacLlalog]
HB& OACIOMENIM venito 200Qoell HGHIME). &0)m AllcleSlod MIaN)o &REI:6m
@BU3 @esAIM) AIleM)eO@:0MElGIaN). eMOM @REj0PR0 OBHIT3 CMEEB)E:WOW0)IM). SR
(il MeneaIall®s. ag)ecmonsdalo (ald:i®IEEalm)o af)HMMIOENEWI EGABMHUE Qlas]
£96)MPMNEOM M) MM, GRYEOBIMENHO EH6MITE BSlafla Seplod mian,
£aITT06EEIR B:6RMIBOBHNBHB06MO 2l af)MEOBHIVD). HalOSAN) A QOO (Al
(AlQI0a00. a)MeO@ MILINAINEEM S@). MIM al)0COMEHNIS]. alGHH, GRM) Melawilo)
algl. 20MOOMI0)aldS) afl@eEBUd Alvafy MleB)aM oM enwle)am) GRO).

aNOOm) HalTGE3IN 2eoMBSHB)OS AUSHIENEH0 GRAITVICODBIO Qlle: @
()@ ag)al@d 5] M2laHeBBB)OS ML) G:U8 @RH:AN) EGald@]. APYWHS MoaNIOINTQIO
®o$an I8N, alloan IO (alsi@lwes mlumitmOIG3 @reilsom) @2ldam).

af)OM AMAY) @Sla)). HMINB a0COMEHNIS] ROMCAHES)
308 omosiom) ailg). GO, @ralles anailolwes
aflsdan a)e 1020l Meal. af)ed a0yE® CAIBME:UY QI0He)
&aleisesl amomd ¢alodlay). Mleneal, Mlewaileswiwlo)
). Mo @eMLIaTlwse af)dan ASe® aldapmSlal.
apOM@ aMqPlOMm MBS

mlenal a)amilocwins HROIENm). $:008GRNAISEIo B>
OO QIGIEM) MNSNETUOUE @M allaMl@d emom)
ME0l0)aM). eMOM (aldH000o al 0¥1aflo}IM). AfOANHHI
smoem @Ry WElaHOIE3 M a)OM 0JaleO® AMAEIS
S6N2008 oM Mo 9udsenomileis: cuoclcalom. Mlem
j O)NIDOW LIDDIESCVEM.

CCOM  alOADM). DEGaj0P06M) af)Mlee) AMEIRINO®) eMOM MO AILlIO®
MIEMaslanam). 2eWOS &)SIANCVWEHIESH0, AIMRHIJIOM 2BILIDIALMETMSHICIHO
aMOM WO B®) aldS MVEMaslHe)an).

Bachelors of Philosophy 2006-08 i 31




HOBAUCH BHEPIM) CGMIBHIM @RAVOWIAIW MVIOYEMHNICTHO AlFl MIOHWHEHIEMO
QRN 2IBOMIV] BREROWHNIEMOM NI BRYNAOIHNAN]. HBIBNO0YA[OBHIAN BRAWE:0
QOIE3 BYBLIZHEMBILN0 (2 lBHOUNEAH)IN 2IBIG®IOATINOR omsla amq@ilom aldl
#9)GMUOUB BROIWAM). alaldTWE:0OMIT3 B30} MYLIV) (ald:00m0V] MT AIMoLlje EREO®
(®EWI BEMIaOWo.

@O H6nIGM SO

aldQUIO®I®OD

(G@mﬂcoo LM@EIM Uianel eH

20MMIMo &H)aMIB HaldM ®oneEa
o0@AENIM anemy®I®O
Aamyail®mocal @rMYNa01ES)....

ew)ilm 2080 allidm)sood
H0020166210M O3 sBmMIsyuom
MM OorVEDIN alo@wlad =2lafles)aond
210QUOMO®O @RMY(NaO1E)...

@RAUOCLIOHOE3 @)eild:3T 0066
afle2emomo alé:dmm Glaly®omo
afltooEmIM alomelcd &laes)nnm
2I0QUOMI®O @RMY(NaOHN)...

2laillmacoys OMAee) Mods
S021N]EW1Ed aosom) M

ag)m)o mlem anemyEmled =lailses)aond
2JOUOIMI @RMY(NaO]ES)...

2203 c;co)o%]lca'a

33 Bachelors of Philosophy 2006-08



Beyond

R Nanoooiear aaces

mlzlauano

OOBAUOMIM  B06BRS103
MDYOBNS)B60o0.

@RIV aliGalo9)o
@GR leeo0)ens

af) GaAD HQUOJE®
MaHSOHQS)OM)AN)  TLAWE DI
60600 6060 CROLINDUB
§210Q)) GMU0UD

alOMOMIGE  2)9)65H)EMIOU3
0308 CaWEe)EmIUD
lelclnn] E LY el g )
@TUOOM

afleloqs®oem quao
GQINO@OEM TLAWo
B0laLlo MDBHIW] HOT)
mlc3aslel

BlmOoAITOmMo  ag)eJo
cRoLild:8)o al)BO!IWoHE)
ad)aM) S il voailenoe®
MO8 WO008o GEROLIB:Ud
2o ®13HN)aI0Mm)6ns
af)am) BOBHE) .
ML2AWOMIMN] MJRIJo TVAWo
@0(®o..

TuaWo

latslemd @) Bomlw1©3

Bachelors of Philosophy 2006-08

35



ALPHABETS OF PERSONALITY

Ohne should be.......

Ambitious — determined to be successful

Blissful — extremely happy

Confident — feeling sure about one’s ability

Diligent — showing care and effort on one’s work and duties
Efficient — doing something well with no waste of time, money etc.
Fervent — having strong and sincere feeling about one’s convictions
Generous — giving or willing to give freely

Humble — always keeping modesty

Justifiable — doing everything for a good cause

Keen —always keeping enthusiasm

Liberal — respecting other people’s opinion especially when it’s different from one’s
Magnanimous — kind and forgiving towards an enemy or rival
Nimble — able to think and understand quickly

Obedient — dutiful

Polite — well-mannered

Qualified — capable and competent

Responsible — sincere to oneself and to the surroundings

Simple — easily approachable

Transparent — straight-forward

Unique — acting always innovatively

Veracious — having the quality of telling and being true

Witty —able to say or write things that are both clever and amusing
X’cellent — investing the maximum caliber on one’s activities
“Yourself’ — acting naturally

Zealous — passionate about one’s own life

Jojo Pathinezhilchira
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St. John the Baptist

J ohn the Baptist was a great prophet. He had some
unique privileges that set him above all other prophets. His E
birth was announced by the same angel, who announced
the birth of Jesus; he was lifted from the earth by the virgin
mother when he was born; he pointed out Christ with his Ry, Vit
finger; he baptized Christ; and Christ himself praised him T\« ~a

as being above any other man born of women.

John the Baptist was a great prophet. But, he lacked
something. William Barclay correctly pointed out his truth,
when he wrote, “What was it that John lacked? What is it that the Christian has that John
could never have?” The answer is simple and fundamental. John had never seen the cross.
Therefore, one thing John could never know the full revelation of the love of God.

The season of Advent is the season of waiting for the Lord. The best way to wait
for the Lord is to be ever prepared for his coming. As we would clean up the mess in our
homes before an important guest arrives, so are we to clean up the mess in our lives
before Christ arrives. Cleaning the mess in our lives is through repentance. Repentance is
something more than merely grieving over our sins. Repentance is a key that opens any
lock and it is the golden key that opens the palace of eternity. Sleep with clean hands,
either kept clean all day be integrity or washed clean at night by repentance. Repentance is
not self-regarding, but God-regarding. It is not self-loathing, but God-loving.

Fruitlessness results due to lack of repentance.

The cause of fruitlessness is self-determined. We may

contend that we do not see any sin in us. And therefore,

\ we do not see any reason for repentance. But, the Bible

in the book of proverb says, “A just man sins seven

times and rises.” One famous spiritual writer said. “The

major spiritual problem of the present age is that it has
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lost the sense of sin.” When we stand before God, we are all sinners. Don’t condemn the
sinner! We are or we were or we could be as this man is! A man is first startled by sin; then
it becomes pleasing, then easy, then delightful, then frequent, then habitual and then
confirmed. There are only 2 kinds of men: the righteous who believe themselves sinners,
and the rest, sinners who believe

themselves righteous.

Let us confess and cast out the sins
in our life during this meditation time. God
has forgiven us, for He was standing at
the window. We only need to repent,

confess and thus bear good fruits in our

lives.

Do all the good you can, to all the people you can, in all the ways you can, as long
as you can. Do all the good, to all the people, in all the ways, as long as you can. All our

goodness is a loan; God is the owner. A good heart is better than the heads in the world.

Sinto Nangini

Experience is that which makes a person better or bitter
Experience is the mother of truth; and by experience we learn wisdom.
Experience is what you get when you didn’t get what you wanted.
Experience is a hard teacher because she gives the test first, the lessons afterwards.
Experience enables you to recognize a mistake when you make it again.
Experience is a comb that nature gives to men when they are bald.
Experience is the one thing you can’t get for nothing.
Experience is a good school, but the fees are high.
Experience dulls the edges of all our dogmas
Experience is the extract of suffering.

Satheesh Parathottu *
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OH! MY GOD!
A review of The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins &
The Language of God: A Scientist presents evidence for belief by Francis S.
Collins

The word God is really hot. You ought to be bold enough to discuss it. The two
recent best sellers namely The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins and The Language
of God: A Scientist presents evidence for belief by Francis S. Collins have triggered
a really hot debate in this respect. This debate is spiced up by the fact that Dawkins
is an Oxford University professor and Collins is a genome pioneer who headed the
2,400-scientist team that co mapped the biochemical letters of our genetic blue
print. For a believer, if The God Delusion is poison, The Language of God is the
antidote. Dawkins, states emphatically, “If this book works as I intended, religious
readers who open it will be atheists when they put it down.” Whereas Collins, an
atheist turned believer, considers his book as an antidote and hopes that the book
will provide opportunity for self-reflection, and a desire to look deeper. Both the
books give us a wonderful reading experience.

The God Delusion shows no mercy to the different religions especially Christianity.
(As usual!!) Dawkins quotes Robert M. Pirsig, author of Zen and the Art of Motorcycle
Maintenance, “When one person suffers from a delusion, it is called insanity. When
many people suffers from a delusion it is called Religion.” The author has done a good
work in collecting atheistic quotes, thoughts, stories and facts of world famous personalities.
To mention a few- “ The fact that a believer is happier than a sceptic is no more to the
point that the fact that a drunken man is happier than a sober one,” (George Bernard
Shaw); “I am a deeply religious non-believer,”(Albert Einstein); “Light houses are more
useful than churches,”’(Benjamin Franklin).

Without any reservation Dawkins criticizes and ridicules Christian views and
doctrines of faith. As an atheist he has done his best to underscore the importance of
scriptures, sacraments, saints, intercessory prayers,
miracles, apparitions and what not? He even dares to call
the American faithful, who oppose homosexuality and
abortion by the name ‘American Taliban’. He also brings
out an interesting comparison of abortion and death penalty.
While abortion is fought against, death penalties are still
rewarded. Basing himself on the Darwin’s theory, Dawkins
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refutes Anslem’s and Aquinas’ proofs of the
existence of God. He accuses the Church of
practising polytheism with reference to Trinitarian
understanding. Mentioning the mental and
physical abuse of children by priests, he also
states that children are being ‘programmed’ to

become believers.

He even doesn’t leave Blessed Mother
Teresa of Calcutta alone. Ridiculing her statement while receiving Nobel prize that, “The
greatest destroyer of peace is abortion.” Dawkins questions her worthiness to receive the
Nobel Prize and the need to accept her judgement. It’s also noteworthy that he brings in a
real fact of pro-life websites reporting the same old story of the birth of Beethoven in
different ways. It’s really shocking to read his comparison that sexual love and love of
God generate the same kind of feelings. He again repeats the age-old argument that goodness
and noble attitudes are present in man without the influence of religion. He considers
religion as time-consuming, wealth consuming, anti factual and counter productive with
hostility provoking rituals. In an interesting debate with Collins organized by The Time
magazine, Dawkins stated, “If there was a slamming of the face of constructive
investigation, it is the word miracle. Once you buy into the position of faith, you [begin]
losing your scientific credibility.”

To sum up, The God Delusion can be called an Encyclopaedia of Atheistic thought
on religion. It provides vast reference to various atheistic books, quotes, thoughts, facts
and stories related to atheism. I strongly feel that a logical collection of these numerous
atheistic facts will in no way serve the purpose to prove that God almighty cease to exist.
I think that the book can be rightly titled Richard Dawkins’Delusion rather than The God
Delusion.

If The God Delusion has poisoned our thoughts, then the antidote is ready in the
form of The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief. It’s really an
inspiring and touching antidote from the head of the Human Genome Project, Dr. Francis
S. Collins. The book portrays the journey of the author from his life as an atheist to that of
a believer. Rather than trying to present a book full of borrowed thoughts, the author has
successfully presented his personal, lucid and pragmatic insights in a convincing and
scientific manner. In reply to Dawkins about Faith curbing the scientific credibility, Collins
responded in this manner, “Richard, I would challenge the statement that my scientific
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instincts are any less rigorous than yours. But my presumption of God and thust the
supernatural is not zero, as yours is.”Collins states that belief in God can be an entirely
rational choice, and that principles of faith are, in fact, complementary with the principles
of science. He recollects the words of the then President Bill Clinton and even his own,
while celebrating the event of decoding the human genome. Clinton said, “Today, we are
learning the language in which God created life.” When he got his turn, he responded, “It
is humbling for me, and awe-inspiring, to realize that we have caught the first glimpse of
our own instruction book, previously known only to God.” Looking back the wonders
why both of them mentioned God in their speeches, though the discovery was powerful
enough to rebuke Him. He even points out the fact that 93 percent of Americans profess
some form of belief in God and 40 percent of scientists too believed in God who actively
communicates with mankind. Now it’s for the readers to decide the worthiness of the
statement by Dawkins in The God Delusion that Faith is a great cop-out, the great excuse
to evade the need to think and evaluate evidence.

The real turning point in Dr. Collins life was when his patient, an old women asked
him, what he has believed. Collins who didn’t care to be a believer till then answered
rightly, “I’'m not really sure.” But his personal investigations of the facts, experiences,
scriptures and books, finally lead him to faith. He was really stunned by the logic of C. S.
Lewis that just as an architect of the house is not visible in any of the material in that
house, in the same way God also does not show himself as one of the facts inside the
universe.

He refutes the charge that the idea of God is just a wish fulfilment. He brings in
Lewis, who states that creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for those
desires exists, a baby feels hunger: there is food, man feels sexual desire: there is such a
thing as sex. If one finds in oneself a desire, which in no experience in this world can
satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world. He quotes
Annie Dillard to state that we as a people have moved from pantheism to pan-atheism.

Collins exhorts the readers to meditate on the many wonderful things that have
been done in the name of religion, rather than thinking of the harm
done in the name of religion. He asks some thought provoking
questions like: would you blame the air for allowing lies to be
transmitted through 1t? Would you evaluate the power of romantic
love solely in the light of an abusive marriage next door? And he
states that real evaluation of the truth of faith depends upon looking

at the clean, pure water, not at the rusty containers.
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In order to answer a most troubled question of why a loving God would allow
suffering in the World, he gives an example from his own life. Collins had to face a
challenging situation when his daughter was raped. But he brings out the positives that
came out from the incident. He could entrust his daughters to God’s loving care and his
daughter could counsel and comfort others who underwent the same kind of assault. By
this he gives out the beautiful but challenging concept of God working through adversity.
comfort others who underwent the same kind of assault. By this he gives out the beautiful
but challenging concept of God working through adversity.

About the rationality behind miracles Collins states, “If, like me, you admit that
there might exist something or someone outside of nature, then there is no logical reason
why that force could not on rare occasions stage an invasion.” Collins quotes Lewis to
state that miracles come on great occasions in the spiritual history, that cannot be fully
known by men.

It’s really worth quoting a part from the Language of God, which deals with
science and faith “The God of the Bible is also the God of the genome. He can be
worshipped in cathedral or in the laboratory. His creation is majestic, awesome, intricate,
and beautiful-and cannot be at war with itself. Only we imperfect humans can start such
battles. And only we can end them.” Collins states that God, being the one who made
science possible is in no way threatened by it. So he asks us to reclaim the solid ground
of an intellectually and spiritually satisfying synthesis of all great truth.

The God Delusion and The Language of God: A Scientist presents evidence for
belief gives us a sumptuous reading feast. These books play an important role in brushing
up and fine-tuning our faith. As we have the poison and antidote with us, it is left for us to
have it and experience the pain, when our faith is being challenged in The God Delusion
and the joy when it is reaffirmed in The Language of God: A Scientist presents evidence
for belief.

Jeff Shawn
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JESUS CHRIST THE GREAT LEADER

“Great Leader” yes, the great leader, the world has ever seen, the leader in the person
of Jesus Christ.

For church leaders Jesus’ model is even more compelling because it is through the
church that the message of God’s love and abiding presence is revealed to thee larger
community, profoundly shaped and influenced by its leaders, who did their best to imitate
the person of Christ himself. What differentiates Jesus as a leader, is his all abiding and
foundational belief in God’s love.

The leadership model which can be drawn from the teachings and life of Jesus is a
rich source for personal reflection and inspiration. While each leader is unique and carries
out his or her responsibilities in ways that reflect personality, training and culture the basic
characteristic and behaviour which are revealed in the Jesus model, are applicable to all.
The ' 'basic = qualities" ' of "' good = leader' arec ' Secn SIRESNUESHES
He was a listener; he was patiently attending to people’s stories, hearing the pain, the
hopes and the joy of life.
He was responsive in a loving way to what he heard, from

his beatitude itself we find Jesus as a creature of vision.

Jesus was authentic .... himself to be known for who he
was. He was not reluctant to share his fears with the apostles
and ask for their support.
Jesus was compassionate; being with people, sharing their

feelings and responding to their pain.

Jesus was forgiving; freely taking away people’s burdens
and-~=helping . them¥¥&'ta " set’ new . .direction =i n . iheir i lhives.
Jesus was straightforward; being direct and not dependent on rules and procedures to
solve problems.

Jesus was generative; continually focused on others rather on oneself.
Jesus was inclusive; wanting all to enter in to the fullness of life. He never any little one to
be lost, so he send his disciples telling, “Go therefore make disciples of all nations.”

Jesus was empowering; giving over to others the responsibility and power to extend
God’s kingdom.
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Jesus was a person of integrity; doing what he believed

wads the right thinking regardless of the consequences.

Jesus was a man of integrity who was authentic

gencrative compassionate, forgiving and
straightforward. As a minister he listened to people
responded to what he heard, created and

communicated a vision included all in his community,

and empowered people and communities to implement

that vision. A Christian leader is a person of integrity,

who is generative, compassionate and who communicates hope and joy.

The Christian leader listens to people creates a vision with those people, responds

to the needs of the Christian community, especially the alienated and marginalized, works

collaboratively with others in responding to those needs expands the concept of ministry,

and supports the gifts and ministries of the laity and those influence their values

So let us try to imitate the leadership of Jesus who, was always listening, forgiving,

authentic, generous, compassionate, humble and meek of heart, so, let us follow him.

Jijo Aluparampil

FAITH
Faith is like love. It cannot be forced..
Faith is a gift but you can ask for it. ;
Faith is a higher faculty than reason.
Faith is believing where we cannot prove.
Faith will lead you where you cannot walk
Faith can put a candle in the darkest night.
Faith will lead you where you does not wish, hope, or desire — faith receives
Faith is nota thing which one loses, we simply cease to shape our

lives by it. Alex
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Why Don’t You Reflect!!!

The other one is a hell or a threat, said the existential philosopher Sartre. On the
other hand Marcel, another existential philosopher was giving weightage to the aspect of
relationship. When we turn into Gospel we see more or less the same attitudes. John’s
disciples were not happy with Jesus because people were going to Jesus for baptism. But
John said “No on can receive anything except what is given him
from heaven.” He added, “I am not the Christ, but I have been
sent before him.” It is worthwhile to reflect on John’s words.
Only a man of self-realisation can utter these words. He was
aware of who he is, what he is and why he is. He was very clear
about the mission and vision of his life. There are two terms that

go along with self-realisation and they are receptivity and humility.

I think receptivity is an essential pre-requisite for a man of self-
realisation. We must have the ability and quality to receive from
God, from people around us, and from nature. We must be courageous enough even to
receive from a small child. Humility is the result or consequence of self-realisation. We
also see John saying, “He must increase but I must decrease.” This again sounds the
voice of a self-realised person. When we look around us we can see many who are
humble but lack genius. We can also see many who are genius but lack humility. But it is
rare, rather difficult to see a combination of both i.e. genius and humility.

During these moments of prayer, let us examine ourselves; to see where we are as

far as self-realisation, receptivity, and humility are concerned.

Joseph Ponmany
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“What do you want me to do for you” Jesus asked the two blind men. They
said, “Lord, let our eyes be opened”

Dear friends, Suppose Jesus asks the same question to each one of us, what would
be our response? What are we really in need of? in want of?
Blessed are we if we are able to say “Lord, give me your love and grace and that is
sufficient for me.” Needs often entices us and we become entangled

to them. We know the story of a married man who wanted to follow i

W
l\\

Siddhartha, who renounced everything and became the enlightened

one. The man renounced everything except his single under garment. f \\

He was happy and quiet comfortable with it. But soon, shockingly
he realized that his single possession faced threat from a rat. Therefore 2
he brought a cat in order to protect it. In a further thought he bought

a cow to give milk to the cat. Later he bought a piece of land and

finally he married again so that the land, the cat and the cow could be

well take care of. ¢_7
Ignatian spirituality proposes indifference as a virtue. It is a

mental disposition or attitude which can be qualified as ‘detached

attachment’ or it can be said disinterested passion. An object can be used, a position can
be held, or an institution can be owned, to the extend that each of these would add glory
to God and promote the Kingdome of God. Hence ‘Ad Mayorem Dei Glorium’.

~ The two blind men asked Jesus for sight, let ask him for Insight. Insight would
enable us to reflect upon Jesus who renounced everything and incarnated. Insight would
enable us to ponder over the life of St. John of the Cross, who was indifferent towards

those inflicted suffering upon him.

Joshy Nelluvelil
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It happened again. The tax collector and the Pharisee came to the church. |
This time the scene was different. The Pharisee come infront of the church, stretched his
hands out and cried loudly: “O God I sinned against you and your people. Forgive me.”
But the tax collector was just sitting at the last bench
bending his head down. He didn’t utter any word.
Disciples went to Guru and asked: who is justified
this time? Guru told: This tome also the tax collector.

But how it happened! They enquired. Guru smiled

and answered

: the Pharisee came to the church and repented. But
the tax collector repented and came to the church. The change must take place in one’s
own heart and not in the temple.

Yes, this is the tome of change. Even the nature has changed its face. Our
Canonical visitation is over. We evaluated and took new decisions on the areas that need
change. We are now preparing for X’ Mas and New Year. We hope to have a new reformed
and changed life.

Raju used to wake up at 7.30 . Then he used to put music in a loud voice. He
will take breakfast and will go to college. He never ever attended the class. If possible he
will give leadership to take strike or he will make some problems in the college with other
groups. At evening after plays, clubs and even bars he will come to home and put the
music loudly, took food and sleep. This was his routine. He never concerns his parents
advice or of his younger brothers or sisters. But that day he woke up at 5.30. No music.
Had his studies. Then at breakfast mother asked him: What is wrong with you? At college
he attended class. Then professor asked: What is wrong with you? Friends asked: What
is wrong with you? In the evening when he came home and had his studies, father asked:
What is wrong with you? At last he fed up with the question and stopped his new life. It
lasted for only one day. Yes, the must come from the heart. If it is peripheral it will not last
long. In the gospel we see two blind persons coming to Jesus for a change. And Jesus
gave them the change from darkness to light. At this meditation time, let us meditate upon
ourselves, the areas in which we need change and ask Jesus to have the real change in
heart from darkness to light. Thus we can make a small crib to welcome Jesus in our

i 1
heart. May God bless us all Liju Porathur
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Mr. Sangliana who was the former city police commissioner of Bangalore was
the resource person for a lecture organised by CSWR. Though, at present he is a BIJP
MP from Bangalore north constituency, he is an ardent catholic. He was giving a talk on
the subject Religion and Violence. During the time of discussion Fr. Mathew
Chandrankunnel asked him a question, it goes like this-" Sir, statistics states that most of
the prisoners in Kerala are Christians. What is the reason behind it? And have you
noticed such trends any where in India.

Mr. Sangliana answered by stating that he had not seen such trends any where in
India and in his home state Mizoram, where majority are Catholics, Christians go to jail
not as prisoners but to serve them. Then he gave an explanation, which was really
thought provoking. He said, “ Jesus in Kerala is about 2000 years old where as in
Mizoram Jesus is just 120 years old.” Jesus in Kerala has become too old to punish you
when you do some mistakes whereas in Mizoram he is very active.

Dear friends during this meditation let us try to have an inward dive and check
whether Jesus who is residing in our heart is old or young.
We are the one’s who decides the age of Jesus in our hearts.

When Jesus in us is old we will be old in acts though we may

look young. We will lose our youthful momentum, zest and
exuberance, which is very vital for our pastoral ministry in the \ , .; 1) \ e
modern world. |

The caption for the Vacation Jesus Youth Retreat, which
will be held in Christ College, reads — Youth Rocks Youth
Festival. Friends we can meditate- when our lay youth friends rocks for the love of Jesus
are we living by jﬁst singing monotonous ragas. Let’s make good decisions during these
beautiful moments of meditation so that Jesus who resides in us will be young and we
can transform ourselves into dynamié, active, exuberant disciples to proclaim the ever-
vibrant Jesus Christ our Lord through our religious life. Let this be our Christmas gift to

our beloved congregation. Jeff Shawn
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