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Foreword



writer, was the greatest critic of communism. He

predicted the failure of Marxism even when its
opponents were awestruck at the euphoria it created.
Unlike some intellectuals, who were afraid of being
branded as anti-humanists on criticising Marxism, he
had the sense to see through the theory, practice,
propaganda and swearology of communism.

Bertrand Russell, the well-known philosopher and

This book is an attempt, a long-needed one in
Indian context, where Marxists have been able to
suppress all honest analysis of their theory with
fundamentalist zeal, to look for theoretical grounds for
the failure of communism and its attendant cruelties.
Like many totalitarian traditions, both religious and
political, the only freedom communism gives others is

the freedom to praise it. This book, originally written in
Malayalam, looks at this ideology from many different
angles—historical, political, theoretical and economical.
It is not an exact translation of the book. It is rather a
remake of it. Lack of comprehensiveness may be its
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demerit. But, it is something which cannot be expected
in a small volume like this. The book begins with
Russell’s’ foreboding of communism and then tries to
explore the ideological bases of communism such as
dialectical materialism, historical materialism and
Marxian economics and politics. A separate chapter is
devoted to its truth claim. A study of Marxism done along
atavistic lines always takes us to its Judeo-Christian roots.
A perceptive study cannot but notice the fact that, along
with Fascism and Nazism, Marxism is a faith system.
Hence, the chapter ‘The Red Religion’. Finally, an attempt
is made to find the ultimate beneficiary of communism.
The real beneficiaries of it, like many other totalitarian
and millenarian systems, are a handful of intellectuals
and clever men who, while enjoying every pleasure of
power, indulge in double speak, partly, to protect their
positions and, partly, to assuage their guilty conscience.

A criticism of communism need not be an apology
for capitalism. Capitalist economy is finding itself
strangely caught in the mire of its own motivation-profit,
and, despite the paean of free market economy by
practising capitalists and the rightist intellectuals, is,
ridiculously, looking for protectionist help from the state.
In‘this context, the need for finding out alternative ways
of economic life has become unavoidable. In India, we
have got the economics of Mahatma Gandhi. In the West
many like Schumacher have reminded us of the need
for an alternative economic system. This book is also a
hope in that direction. A holistic vision of life is the
driving force behind this book. For a message for this
book—if a book needs one— | would like to quote Paul
Johnson, the British philosopher and historian. “We
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should place experience before theories and people
before ideologies”.

Many, directly and indirectly, helped me to pen
this book. Intellectual recourse has been duly
acknowledged in the bibliography, but a few who
provoked this book into being with their cerebral
challenges would like to remain in the backdrop.
Though | am not naming them, my gratitude is always
due to them.

PKN
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ertrand Russell, the famous writer, philosopher

and mathematician of twentieth century

disagreed with communism until the very end
of his life. He is a safe intellectual launching pad among
the few for an enquiry into communism, as a theory
and a political system. History proved his substantiated
disagreements with communism right. His first critique
of communism appeared in 1896. His opposition to
communist governments was stronger than his dislike
for the theory on which they were based. His book
The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism born soon after
his visit to Russia in 1920, most logically exposed the
great discrepancy between theory and practice of
Bolshevism. He prophesied that the Bolshevik
experiment would fail. His Portraits from Memory
contained the seminal essay ‘Why | am Not a
Communist’. The essay is set to discover answers to
two questions. Is Marxism true? Will its practice lead
us to greater happiness and peace? He concludes that
Marxism is not true and that it has given us only
miseries. The past history of communist governments
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and movements has only supported this view.

Marxian concepts, which are based on dialectical
materialism and historical materialism, are increasingly
found to be incongruous with the philosophical
thoughts deriving from modern scientific enquiry. Marx
conceptualized dialectical materialism as something
governing the whole universe. To him, it was a force
controlling human history, independent of man'’s will.
He gave it the same place as religions did to God.
Communists wrongly thought that dialectics was the
science of all sciences. Historical materialism, which
forms the basis of Marxist interpretation of history, too
is outdated. This history-jilted theory is the foundation
for the communist strategies and manipulations. Their
adherence to an unproven theory throughout history
is indeed fundamentalist.

Events throughout the Socialist Block have, time
and again, shown the wide gap between lexis and
praxis in communism. The fall of communist regimes
in the former Soviet Union and elsewhere in Eastern
Europe is a good example of this. These incidents are
something fundamentally affecting Marxist theories.
Incidentally, Marxists themselves have insisted that
validity of a theory can be proven only through practice.

The collapse of communism in Russia and Eastern
Europe shows its lack of practicality. Capitalists too
accept the need for concord between theory and
practice in economic matters, If we want to make theory
and practice compatible, we need pre-planning based
on a definite theory, and also schemes and plans
ensuing from them. The relationship between theory
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and practice in Marxism is the same as a product and
it's planning in capitalism. It is a process in which
communism and capitalism share things innerly. The
concept of utility upheld by communists in their
implementation of political theories becomes profit
motive in capitalism.

Whether in China, Russia or East Europe, the
practice of communism resulted in the absolutism of
party leaders and their personal gains. The communist
lleaders wallowed in riches, corruption, pleasures and
squandering, Communism was, predictably,
institutionalized. China is now practising market
socialism. To put it simply, the economy is that of
capitalism while the political system is that of socialism.
In capitalism, monopolists control economy and
political system. Theoretically speaking, in Marxism,
it is the economic system that should determine the
political system. But, the Chinese Communist- Party
talks about the determination of the economic system
by the political system! It is contradictions all the
way. No wonder, leaders of the Chinese Communist
Party run big businesses in China.

Lenin called imperialism the acme of
capitalism. As such, the main rivals of communists
should be the imperialists and they ritually single
out America as the arch imperialist. But, China has
been a friend of America on more than one count.
America gave China the status of Most Favoured
Nation. American capital has been in constant flow
into China. China has spread the red carpet for
many an American President. Under the banner of
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the Chinese Communist Party, capitalism is playing
its Chinese version in the country. It is wearing the
mask of communism there instead of its usual mask
of liberal democracy.

The much-trumpeted October Revolution in
Russia in 1917 was not a mass revolution. It was a
political coup by the Bolshevic Party under the
leadership of Lenin against the democratically elected
~ government of Kerensky at the end of the First World
War. Lenin and a group of standby intellectuals hailed
it as a proletarian revolution. By shortcut, later, Lenin
became the unquestionable leader of the international
Communist movement. After the Lenin era, Stalin
created the Commissar regime excelling the Tsarist rule
in totalitarianism, sacrificing even the old
revolutionaries. His behind—the-Iron-Curtain cruelties
beggar description. It is Nikita Khrushchev who dented
some peep-holes in the Iron Curtain by his confessional
speech at the end of the 20th party congress of the
Communist Party of Soviet Union (CPSU).

The real red terror became largely known to the
world only in 1980s. The writers and artists who were
daring enough to portray the ugliness of the communist
dictatorship were denounced as the enemies of the
proletariat. The 75-year old terror rule of the
Communist Party in Russia was broken not by external
enemies, but by the Russian people themselves. The
Lenin government also, which took over Russia, after -
the Revolution, was a system for oppression. The
reign of Stalin, who succeded Lenin, saw the red
terror reaching its acme.
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In a democratic set up, the right to free
individual development is measured by the
maximum opportunities available for self-
improvement. With the advent of Stalin, the
individual ceased to be in Russia. Under
communism, individuals’ likes and dislikes,
individuality and value of human life came to be
considered taboos. The individual became a sacrificial
lamb for the establishment of proletarian dictatorship.
lThe reasons for these should be searched for in Marx’s
concept of revolution. Communism offered greater
possibilities for absolutism than any other political
ideology. Marx and Engels have written a lot about
the possibilities and technicalities of revolution. Marx
regarded Paris Commune as a good example of what
revolution could be. He perfected his lessons about
revolution in his meditations on Paris Commune. He
wanted to demolish the existing governments and build
not-to—be opposed governments in their stead, which
would pave the way for dictatorship of the proletariat.
Naturally, all those who got power in the name of
communism became matchless dictators. Neither
workers nor farmers had any say in their governments.
The ruling class in communist countries grew into an
elite one. Communism, in effect, meant a monolithic
state structure. Its monolithic nature was the outcome
of its ideology.

The communists propagated the idea that
dictatorship of the proletariat was democratic rule by
the majority. There has not been a single example of a
communist regime belonging to the majority people.
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The apology tendered by CPSU at the collapse of
the Soviet Union is interesting to note here.

The concept of ‘all people’ shrank into the
proletariat. The Party became the Central Committee
and the Central Committee was dwarfed into the Polite
Bureau. The Polite Bureau virtually became the party
secretary. The foundation stone of all these was the
concept of proletarian dictatorship and the
centralization of democratic process. The centralization
~ of democracy resulted in the centralization of power
in the hands of the party secretary and the preferred
comrades. This move made the Party deeply
hierarchical. Whatever came from high on were
dictums inviolable. Those on the lower rungs of power
were slaves of those on the higher rungs.

All communist promises turned out to be tricks
and trickeries. Wherever communists came to power,
there they established oppressive regimes. Communist
states were essentially criminal institutions. Theirs was
arule of lawlessness. They unleashed terror and human
lives became cheaper than ever. Common men became
their enemies. In Russia, between 1825 and 1917,
under the rule of Tsar, 6321 people were killed for
political reasons. In 1918, within two months of the
declaration of red terror by Lenin, 15000 people were
condemned to death. For three quarters of the last
centuries, this continued to be the trend. During 1932-
33, in the famine that followed the Collective Farming .
Experiment, 6000000 people are assumed to have
perished. In the purgation process initiated by the Party,
7, 20,000 people lost their lives. The period between
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1934 and 1941 witnessed the imprisonment of
70,00,000 men in the slavery camps euphemistically
called ‘Gulags’. When Stalin died these ‘Gulags’ had
an estimated ‘catchment’ of 2.75 million people. All
the communist regimes were masochistically cruel
towards their own people and those regimes excelled
the capitalist state by far in cruelty.

The former Soviet Union covered one sixth of
the earth. It was underpopulated and rich in natural
resources. It was the granary of Europe during the reign
of Tsar. Though the communist regime was far ahead
in the production of military equipment, nuclear
research and space science, it lagged behind in the
fields of industrial production and agriculture. People
were impoverished. Daily bread became dear. The
whole nation had to, notoriously, be queuing up for
everything. In Russia, more than 20 million people
were into black marketing. Even those men-who
refused only to be on the breadline were brutally
suppressed. Workers and farmers got only chains. The
new world promised never came.

Those who rallied under the red flag in China,
Cambodia, North Korea and East Europe also met with
the same fate. The ‘Cultural Revolution’ in China
resulted in the mass murder of people. About 10 million
people were killed including Lia Shavoch who was
the second man in the Party. Some people put the figure
at 30 million. What is intriguing is that both the killers
and the killed were mostly communists. Some figures
talk about the death of 40 million people due to the
failure of farming and scarcity of food during the Mao-

9



Beyond Red

led ‘Great Leap Forward’. The world has yet to count
the number of people mowed down in Tiananmen
Square massacre. In Cambodia communism
wallowed in heaps of human skulls and skeletons
collected in the infamous Killing Fields, constituted
for the purpose of mass murder by the communist
autocrat Pole Pot. Three million people were its
victims. Red Terror ran amuck in East Europe and
North Korea too. People in those countries were
made miserable and pauperized.

Communists suppressed all ideas and opinions
that were-not theirs.-;Many talented writers and scientists
fled Russia. In the name of ideological hegemony, they
hunted down scientific theories and the scientists
behind them. Two examples from genetics are enough.
CPSU repudiated Gregory Mendel who was the
exponent of genetics and declared that it was a pseudo-
science. As a result, Russia is one of the most backward
countries in genetics. Marx’s worship of Charles Darwin
and Stalin’s perverted view of genetics, and political
partialities prevalent among the Russian scientists were
responsible for this. The Communist Party contrived a
customized version of genetics. The Russian scientists,
Biov and Vavilov, who made a lot of contribution
towards genetics, had to undergo a lot of political
persecution during the time of Stalin. Biov was the
father of molecular biology in Russia. In 1930’s, Biov
went to another scientist VN Slepkov for learning
purposes. With this, Biov began to face hard times.
The brother of Slepkov was the friend of the Marxist
thinker, Bhukharin, who was deadly against Stalin.
For this single reason, the students of Slepkov were
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hunted down. Biov was arrested and exiled. He was
freed only when Krushchev came to power. Another
genius in genetics who had to face the music was
Vavilov. He was sent to a Siberian jail where he died.
His crime was that he had formed some genetic
principles of seeds on the basis of Mendel’s theory.
His experiments were not to the taste of the notorious
agricultural scientist T.D. Licenkov ,who was a
crony of Stalin. Licenkov misled Stalin into thinking
that the principles of Vavilov were anti-Marxist.
'Under the cover of communist ideology, genetic
studies were removed from Soviet curricula and
books on the subject were confined to flames.
Genetics thus died out in Russia. Soviet Union had
to rue for it later. When agriculture sector all over
the world began to have abundance of food production
following the Green Revolution, Russia was being
shaken by the dry wind of scarcity. A country which
was rich in natural resources, had to depend upon even
India for food. ;

Marxism failed to take roots in West Europe
despite preexistence of allied thoughts. Marxism was
a continuity of Hegelian philosophy and Christian
tradition. In spite of it all, communism didn’t become
a force there. Though the political system prevalent in
the Western Europe was exploitative capitalism,
Communism could not spread there since the people
had enfranchisement and civic liberty. Neither could
communism make a head way in many countries with
highly developed capitalism. Russell says, “It was
poverty caused by imperialist exploitation that helped
communism to find a welcome in developing and
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undeveloped countries”. It is poverty and hunger
that gave the ‘spectre’ of communism a chance to
move around. The only way to prevent it spread is
the eradication of poverty and deprivation. Russell’s
foreseeing was correct. Unfortunately, in India,
communism exported here became the opium of the
intellectuals. Here, they are hoodwinking the gullible
with its intoxication. Even intellectuals and writers
could not escape its stupefying power. Nehru’s eulogy
of communism subsequent to his visit to Russia stands
in sharp contrast to the skeptical and uncompromising
observations of an astute thinker like Russell.

-
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