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LET'S CELEBRATE THE PAST TO UNLEAYIE TEIE
FUTURE TRAJECTORY OF CRICKET IN KERALA



CHIEF MINISTER

MESSAGE

| am happy to learn that the Kerala Cricket
Association is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee
and a souvenir is being published to com-
memorate the event.

Our younger generation is closely associated
with cricket and | am sure that the Association
has played a vital role in the promotion of the
game and players in the State. | hope that the
Association will continue with its task more
effectively in future.

| wish all success for the Diamond Jubilee
celebrations.

OOMMEN CHANDY
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GANESH KUMAR

MINISTER FOR FOREST, WILDLIFE
SPORTS AND CINEMA KERALA

MESSAGE

| am pleased to know that the Kerala Cricket

Association’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration
2010-11 is making a happy ending by giving
away annual awards for excellence and
financial assistance to former players. | wish

this function all success.

K.B. GANESH KUMAR
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Adv. T R BALAKRISHNAN

President
Kerala Cricket Association

MESSAGE

The year long celebrations of the Diamond Jubilee of
Kerala Cricket Association initiated at ‘Nostalgia 60" in
Ernakulam last year is drawing to a close on 07th
October 2011.

It is only befitting that the closing ceremony of an
eventful year, be celebrated in a like manner. The Award
Nite, | am sure will add to the festivities and the
distribution of gratis to former Ranji Trophy players will
be an event to remember.

Kerala Cricket Association, with its ambitious
programme of infrastructure and personnel
development, its CASH KERALA and Cricket@school
programmes being counted among the more progressive
associations in the country.

| wish the souvenir all success.

W

Adv.T R Balakrishnan
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T C MATHEW

Honorary Secretary
Kerala Cricket Association

On the occasion of the release of the souvenir for the Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations of Kerala Cricket Association, | take this

opportunity to recall the year that was nothing short of
momentous in the annals of Kerala Cricket Association.

[t has been over sixty years now, that the late Col G V Raja
presided over the first ever meeting of Kerala Cricket
Association at the Maharaja’s College auditorium in Ernakulam.
We have come a long way since then.

Cricket has taken firm roots in God's Own Country. We have
twenty one cricket academies in the State today, where 321
trainees are undergoing training under professionals,
absolutely free of cost. KCA has a large pool of trained coaches,
trainers, physios, umpires, curators, video analysts and
groundsmen, who contribute their professionalism and
expertise to the association.

KCA's infrastructure and personnel development is slowly
reaping rewards for the State. As far as our future plans are
concerned, our ‘MISSION 2020" and ‘cricket@school are going
to pay back in a short while from'now. Every district would have
its stadium and playing fields and Kerala Cricket would be a
force to reckon with in the years to come.

| wish you all success.

Moiti,

e

T C Mathew
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The greatest figure -who dominated

Travancore-Cochin and Kerala Cricket like @

colossus was the legendary Col. Godavarma
Raja of the Travancore Royal Family.A Prince
among sportsmen and a sportsman ameng:
princes, Col. Raja was responsible for putting
Kerala in the sports and Tourist map. of
India.lt was under his inspring leadership
that a few members from the Tripunithura
Royal family and Cricket enthusiasts from
Trivandrum and Kottayam met in 1950 and

formed Travancore- Cochin Cricket Associawl_‘ :
tion. From this later emerged Kerala Cricket™
Association. e

Calm must have been the middle name of
Col. Godavarma Raja. He possessed the
Midas touch, no doubt was CEO of all sporis
and games organaisations in the State. A
keen sportsman himself he played all the
games, though he had a weakness for tenni
and polo. It was his great vision that led to th
development of Kovalam as one of the fines
beaches in the world and commissioning ©
the Trivandrum airport. He was seldom four
in the palace, he was here , there and evei
where persondlity monitoring all activities

s




The home of Kerala Crickét is the tiny little town of Tellicherry, sand-
wiched between Kannur, up north and Mahe (a former French Colony]
of the British Malabar area. The game originated around the year
1800. It is said that Lord Wellesley, who was stationed at Tellicherry,
regularly played the game at Tellicherry and “The Town Cricket Club®,
one of the oldest Cricket Clubs to be established, was a hub of cricket
activity drawing its members from the elite of the society. The great
Colin Cowdrey had his baptism in cricket in the cricket grounds of
Tellicherry. Then there was the legendary Kunhippakki, the palm tree :
“hitter. He strongly believed that the ball is to be hit and that too with
all the might one could muster. Crowds gathered just to see him bat
and loft the red cherry over trees and house tops. He would have
_proved an ideal one day é‘"er'l'CK K ansman t»he Olymp|an was




THE FIRST

1950 to 1959 (The Begining) '

The first decade 1950 to1959

Ranji' Trophy championship was started in 1934-35 with 15 teams from the four zones. But
Travancore-Cochin was granted affiliation by the BCCl in 1951 and 16 years after MJ Gopalan of
Madras had the honour of sending down the first ball to mark the inauguration of the Ranji Trophy,
Travancore - Cochin like a bashful bride, timidly stepped into the national scene.

The format changed in 1957-58 season with the introduction of the league system at zonal level.

Under the new format the weaker teams like Kerala - as the name was changed - would get more 7

opportunities to display their skill but the season turned out to be a big disappointment. Notable for :
the debut of PC Varma, who were 14 when he made his debut against Hyderabad in 1957-58. 3
In 1959-60 against Andhra, Kerala somehow lifted their game. In Palakkad against fellow basement
dwellers, Balan Pandit stroked what.was then the highest score by a Kerala player in history.of Ran
Trophy. Coming to the wicket after Kerala had started disastrously, Balan Pandit added 410 runs for
the fourth wicket with George Abraham who made 198. Balan Pandit went on to make 262 studded
with 34 fours and two sixes. Kerala declared their innings closed at 555 for five. But Kerala stitl
couldn’t force a win as Andhra made 315 and followed on. They made 163 for four in the second ;
innings. The win remained elusive but Kerala forthe first time finished ahead of Andhra in pmnt £
tally. Balan Pandit was easily the standout cricketer for Kerala in the first decade. Balan Pandit,
finished the 1959-60 season with 443 runs with an average of 73.66 which included the double ceqtury
against Andhra. Balan Pandit was the fulcrum of the side. A product of King George School in Tnss
Bombay, Balan playea his club cricket in Bombay for Hindu Gymkhana. Blessed with all strokes in the
book, Balan could cut and pull with equal felicity. He was an elegant batsman and was agile a‘n'd SW
behind the stumps. He was the first real hero for budding Kerala cricketers to emulate. He was
invited to play for Kerala by none other than Col.G.V.Raja. When Balan Pandit came cricket was ln a
state of Infancy in Kerala.

famdt

Balan Pandit’s batting, Ravi Achan’s spin bowling and C.K.Bhaskar's steady medium pace bowllng
were the bright spots for Kerala in the first decade of Ranji Trophy cricket,

DECADE _ -




THE SECOND
DECADE

1960 to 1969 (The turnaround]

1960-69

The Kerala Cricket Association roped in former Indian captain
Lt.Col. Hemu Adhikari and he conducted a camp in Thiruvanan-
thapuram. Kerala players benefited from his fielding drills.

Kerala won its first Ranji Trophy match under the captaincy of
Balan Pandit in December 1960. The match played at Guntur saw
Kerala defeat Andhra by an innings and five runs. It was the 22nd
match that Kerala was playing.

1965-66 season Kerala winning their third match in Ranji Trophy.
A draw against Madras albeit due to bad weather saw Kerala
enjoy one of its best seasons in its brief history.

Kerala made history at Sirpur. when they defeated Hyderabad by
one wicket and registered their first win against the heavy weight
side of the zone. Medium pacer Kalyanasundram (10 for 107) was
the architect of the win. !

Another decade ended with Kerala fighting to gain recognition. It
was notable achievement for C.K.Bhaskar who was selected to
represent India for the unofficial Test against Ceylon. Balan
Pandit continued to defy age and was the most successful
batsman for Kerala of the.decade. His comrade in arms Ravi
Achan strove manfully with the ball but these two influential
“cricketers were on their last legs and Kerala with a plethora of

youngsters looked the next decade with hope.




THE THIR
DECADE

948 1o 1979 :
(Some improvement) :

x

The Third decade 1970 to1979 » : 25y

i'

The 70's marked the beginning of a new era in Kerala cricket. i
Kerala started the1971 72 season with a bang. They defeated Andhra at Cannanore. The young Amarjlt
Singh turned out to be the hero and returned the best figures ever by a Kerala bowler in the history of
Ranji Trophy. The match was delicately poised with Kerala's tail waging to take a 41-ruh first i innings 3
lead. Amarjit Singh bowled with control and guile to take nine for 45 off 12.3 overs to dismiss visitors for
139 runs. Kerala hit the required 99 without much fuss. It was Kerala’s first win after five years in th
competmon :

Ther'e was lot to cheer for Kerala in 1979-80 season. For the first time, Kerala managed to hold K
taka to a draw in a match that saw pugnacious left-hander A.Satyendran play the innings of his Lif
not out). Kerala failed to beat Andhra in 8 rain curtailed match at Quilon but nevertheLess took
.innings lead to take five points. .
The third decade ended with Kerala failing to assert itself against the blg three. OK Ramdo
A.Satyendran, Mohd. Ibrahim and J.K.Mahendra were on their last legs or had retired. S. Rame
Ranjrth Thomas and K.Jayaraman were beginning to ShOW promise. Kera[a at the start of the 8C
- process of rebuilding. : =

















































































































































































