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FOREWORD

moderation of the first Principal of

Devagiri St. Joseph’s College, Fr.
Theodosius: whoever had come in contact with
the Father was just literally bowled over by the
magical nature of his personality. Fr. Theodosius
was not just a run-of-the-mill Principal; he was
truly a visionary who gave a great surge to the
development of the then very backward Malabar
region of this State. In his time, there were four
full-fledged hostels, fulfilling his dream of a
comprehensively residential campus in the
Cardinal Newman mould. He laid great
emphasis on well-integrated personality
development. Regular arts and literary festivals
were conducted unfailingly in his day which
drew to the Devagiri Campus the tallest in the
field from all over the State, figures, for
example, like PKunhiraman Nair and
Vyloppilly Sreedhara Menon, and Gyanpeeth
awardees G.Sankara Kurup, S.K.Pottekkat and
M.T.Vasudevan Nair. In sports and athletics the
College rose to great heights and captured
laurels in many field-events and in games like
football, basketball and volleyball. Fr.
Theodosius, in fine, had managed to convert
the Devagiri campus into a veritable Mecca of
academic, athletic and literary achievers. He was
very humane in his dealings with the poor and

It is difficult to speak or write in terms of

Editorial Board

the needy among students, and there were many
instances when he waived their tuition fees,
making it possible for every student to complete
his course without anxieties about fee payment.
Moreover, in all cultural and social activities in
the city of Calicut, Fr. Theodosius stood head
and shoulders above others, both literally and
metaphorically. It will certainly not be a tall
claim to suggest that it is the vision of Fr.
Theodosius that got fulfilled in 2010 when
Devagiri was adjudged the second-best Arts and
Science College in India by the distinguished
experts of NAAC.

The articles that we have managed to
compile are an eloquent, though inadequate,
tribute to the memory of this great soul in the
Centennial year of his birth, 2011. Some of
them were written by Fr. Theodosius’
colleagues, who have later followed him, as it
were, to God’s Abode. These have been
reproduced from the College magazine and we
are thankful to the College authorities for their
kind permission. So are we thankful to the
students and colleagues of Fr Theodosius who
have survived to the centenary year of his birth
and still retain their feelings for their dear
Principal. Special mention must be made of
Mar Paul Chittilappilly, former bishop of
Thamarassery, Dr Sukumar Azhikode, Dr

M.G.S. Narayanan, Dr K. Madhavan Kutty and
Dr A. Ramanathan who have so willingly penned
their memories of Fr Theodosius. We would also
make a special mention of the substantial
contributions made by the Provincial Fr. John
Panathottam, CMI, and the Karippaparambil
family to the Memorial Committee, which gave
us the confidence to go ahead with the
compilation of this volume. One person who has
laboured the most to make this volume take
shape is Shri M. Radhakrishnan Nair, the
secretary of the Committee. Endowed with a
phenomenal memory, he went about the job with
single-minded perseverance. It would be a grave,
unforgiveable omission on my part if [ fail to
mention the ‘professional’ skill of Sri. PJ. Mathew
that has lent this volume of tributes its elegance,
finesse and distinctive flavour.

It is to preserve for posterity’s sake the idea

~ of excellence Fr. Theodosius so perfectly

exemplified that we have put together this
volume of pranaams. Almost half a century later
still, in every sand dune in Devagiri, in every
speck of life here, one can still feel the live and
vibrant presence of the great man. May Fr.
Theodosius’ soul rest in the eternal world in
perpetual glory!

Prof. PK.G. Vijayaram

Prof. PK.G. Vijayaram, Chairman - Shri P. J. Mathew, Editor = Fr. Jose Edappadiyil, CMI - Shri M. Radhakrishnan Nair - Shri V. Narayanan
Prof. P. Jayendran -+ Shri PP. Viswanathan - Shri. Sam Thomas
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also means ‘cultured” and a college exists to promote
that through contact with knowledge. Father Theodosius
had it; he was it. Nothing that happens in the years to
come can ever destroy it, nothing can even destroy him
and make him die except our dishonouring and
destroying the tradition that he gave us.
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PROE C.A. SHEPPARD

It was a little over thirty years ago* that I first met Reverend Father Theodosius. He must
have been twenty- four years young or thereabouts, at that time; and the same boyish friendliness of my
first recollections enveloped him when I saw him in the haze of a November evening, which was the
last of his life. The term ‘old’ was singularly inappropriate to him; the very cast of his features did not
admit of expressions of alarm or sadness. The self-possession that played about it came from a mind at
peace with itself and with the world, and on easy terms with death when he knew that he was going to
die. Dying, for him, was like stepping into the next room.

There was something gigantic about him, tall and towering in form and action: something of the
pillar of strength, or of an uplifted tree that spreads no useless mass of verbiage but a broad deep shade
of compassion. Impatient of artificiality in his ways, he could be tolerant of it in others. It was impossible
not to be at one’s ease with him, as stranger or acquaintance, as student or teacher. It was equally
impossible for him not to be at his ease in any company; with a Vice-Chancellor, or with a ten-year old
from the Middle School. The little boys and girls of the campus just could not understand that he was
the College Principal. They took him for one of themselves. A familiar sight, of an evening, was Father
Principal turning his height to account to help midget trespassers to the highest flowers in the garden
instead of turning them out. He could not awe others, neither could he be awed. He took Cabinet
Ministers and Governors into his stride. It was a pretty large stride. It took in many things as he strode
along--the College, half a dozen public engagements a week, a hostel, games tournaments, tea-parties,
teaching.

And Anglo-Saxon and English philology. Bugbears these, of our student days together in Presidency
College, Madras, which he picked up and devoured as casually as a large banana. To us they were an

* This piece was written in 1963. Reprinted from the Devagiri College Magazine. 1964

affliction. To him, a huge joke. He was all over
and everywhere, engaging a Pre-University class
without a teacher, or sharing the ‘jokes’ of English
etymology with his post-graduate students, or
bestriding the narrow world like a colossus when
he went to teach Julius Caesar to the vast First
Degree class. It was the abundant goodwill that
supplied the energy for his endless interests and
activities. He could not say ‘No’ to anyone; and a
few tears of repentance from the ‘boding tremblers’
were enough to earn their reprieve. It was not that
he was pliant but only that he could see things
from the mischievous boy’s point of view. Without
turning a blind eye to irregularities he could see
jokes as jokes and temper justice with mercy, and
what is more, by the magnetic gentleness of his
personality draw a softening shame out of all but
the most hard-hearted of offenders. You felt it was
a shame to do anything that made him ashamed
of you. His kindness was harsher than the most
heavy-handed punishment; he heaped coals of fire
on your head.



A sense of humour - this was his secret. A
hearty sense of the comedy in a perturbing or
annoying situation, of the lighter side of things,
enabled him to keep his head while tempers were
excited and nerves frayed, and even to enjoy the
fun underneath the surface vexations. Humour, it
has been said, is a form of wisdom; it is not things
in themselves that are funny; a cheerful mind
discovers brightness where others see only
shadows; humour is an attitude to life, and
cheerfulness is often the outward radiance in which
an inner, shining innocence and graciousness and
goodwill reveal themselves.

In Muriel Box’s version of the Englishman’s

Lords Prayer we have the Englishman saying:
Give me a good digestion Lord,

And also something to digest;

Give me a healthy body Lord,

With sense to keep it at its best.

Give me a healthy mind O Lord

To keep the good and pure in sight
Which seeing sin is not appalled

But finds a way to set it right.

Give me a mind that is not bored,
That does not whimper, whine or sigh;
Don't let me worry overmuch

Abour this fussy thing called I.

Give me a sense of humour, Lord,
Give me the grace to see a joke,

To get some happiness from life

And pass it on to other folk.

“This was just the invaluable spirit that Father
Theodosius spread with his presence, filling others
with that grand courage and consideration which
saw him through the darkness of his latter days

Prof. Sheppard

and saw us through them too. His telegram asking the teachers
and students to be cheerful and carry on, which he sent a few days
before his death, was characteristic of him. He had that gladness of
soul which is the summary of faith, hope and charity, and which is
a part of our meaning when we say that Heaven is a place of joy.

No wonder he loved sports and games; he was so thoroughly
sportsmanly, so incapable of stooping to meanness and circuitous
action in dealing with opposition; so utterly incapable of harbouring
a grudge; so ready to forget his own inconvenience in thinking
only of the convenience of others. He had “ a hand open as day for
melting charity”. Magnanimity was what he tried to teach us
through his life without deliberately setting out to do so. That
virtue, along with many others, he built into the invisible but no
less durable structure which is contained within the solid walls
and rooms given us here for our outer physical life; that inner
invisible sanctuary which we call a tradition. Here, in Devagiri, we
call it Father Theodosius.

That is why it is hard for us to think of him as dead. He is so
much alive in the pattern of life, the grand diversity of interests,
that were built up, under his leadership and inspiration, to be the
real college in which we breathe and have our being, contained
within the building and its splendid grounds. “Liberal” is a word
that also means “cultured” and a college exists to promote that
through contact with knowledge. Father Theodosius had it; he was
it. Nothing that happens in the years to come can ever destroy it,
nothing can even destroy him and make him die except our
dishonouring and destroying the tradition that he gave us. He is
alive with us as long as we want him, for ever if we choose, with all
that we do to carry forward from age to age the great and never-
ending task that he began. His death in the body does not matter,
for “Of the past is all that cannot pass away.” But it all depends on
whether we are true to the ideals he set up and lived out before us.
We have but to dedicate ourselves to them each time we think of
him, and make this College greater in the true, indefinable sense of
greatness; and then he will be always with us, along with the other
great spirits that first conceived this institution and then translated
it into reality. =
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Fleod and shoulder—s
obove others

Er. JOSEPH IVANS, OCD’

In suggesting that Fr. Theodosius, the renowned and highly
esteemed first Principal of St. Joseph’s College, Devagiri, was a man who
stood head and shoulders above everybody around, I recall how Prof.
Sukumar Azhikode, one of Fr. Theodosius’ ardent admirers, described
him,'on more than one occasion, by quoting; in his usual scholarly fashion,
a.few verses. in-Sanskrit to illustrate his point.that Fr. Theodosius was a
man_endowed with a great intellect that well matched his imposing
physique, and with a heart massive enough to match such ‘an intellect.
Fr. Theodosius.was deeply sensitive to the slightest criticism of his
policies as an administrator; and there was criticism galore forthcoming,
especially from a couple of his fellow priests at the monastery.(By the way,
the present:monastery with the church attached to it was yet to be built,
and all the Fathers lived together at that time in the house across from the
present monastery.) One frequent criticism leveled at him was that, among
both the hostellers and the day students, there prevailed a sense of impunity
and consequently a general lack of discipline because the Principal was
motivated by a love of cheap popularity in neglecting to impose discipline.
Here isan‘episode to exemplify this. Within a week of my returning
from.the University.of Madras with a Master’s degree in English and joining

‘the faculty. at_Devagiri in 1960, I was saddled with a full load of

assignments—full-time“teaching at the one-year PUC (the pre-degree
course-had net been introduced yet), degree and PG-levels, serving as
editor of the College Magazine, being in charge of St. Joseph’s Hostel and
so forth.

One morning;I was teachinga Pre-University class. Naturally enough,
the naughty youngsters, who were also.new-comers .to college life,
apparently took into their heads that they might take ‘any liberties with

* Fr. lvans, who was the Principal of
Devagiri College between March 1974 and
July 1976, has been with the College’s English
Department since 1960. He is currently
serving a parish in Munster, USA.
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. . this green horn of a teacher. It so happened that, after writing some English phrase on the
il blackboard, I was pointing to it with my pen and explaining it. Suddenly, one of the students,
."@ ®» « -Surendran by name, dashed up to the blackboard (it was probably no more than an attempt

e ;
e ®.%.%." to show off his bravado), grabbed hold of my pen and easily wrested it off my hand since I
iaai # = % *_* readily let go of it, not wanting to get into a physical fight with a student, and gulped down
. + = + witha serene smile the indignity that was hurled at me. He walked back triumphantly to his-
8 ® %" ." . ‘seat while the whole class watched the scene in stunned silence.. .~ . .| B L D v
it g ® *.%."%. . Whathad transpired in my class soon got wide publicity and it was grist enough for the
JEETS + o « usual critics’ mill. When I was back at the monastery for lunch break, I heard severe criticism
Fe "%, " . of the Principal, who was also there. “See? Things are allowed to go too far now. Unheard of . .
el *, %, " things happen like students making so bold as to_humiliate teachers in class!” Stung to the' =
: ., " . " quick by such criticism of him, Fr. Theodosius called me aside and ‘asked me what exactly had "
s o happened in the class that morning. After telling him the whole story, I suggested that the whole. -
o o 2" . Tsilly incident might simply be ignored. “Oh, no!” he said. “I am going to deal with it with the .
R agihai i e s DO SR i L B e R R e L e
$.8 48 ais Before the last period that afternoon; there was an announcement by the Principal: “There will be -

L%, %, ° students are toattend it”. When the whole College had gathered in the Assembly Hall, Fr. Theodosius,
e o o who was sitting on the platform, got up and with a very serious look narrated what had happened in my-
.*.%."." class that morning, He pointed out what an atrocious breach of discipline, and respect due.to teachers, such.
® _* _* _ behaviour was, and how it would bring disgrace to the wholé institution. He added that he first thought of
B¢ * dismissing the guilty student from the College outright but at my request he was refraining from taking that -
: P (7o TR R T s e e B e R S e s y I Ry 7
*_°." . Then he called me up to the platform and asked me to sit by him. Next the youngster who had
=+ * misbehaved was brought up to the platform. Fr. Theodosius told him, “Kneel down in front of
o« .. . . Fr. Ivans and beg forgiveness of him for your insulting behaviour.” Then Fr.
L0 C """ .. Theodosius himself dictated a detailed apology in. Malayalam, which the
2 § # ¢ ¢ - student repeated after him word by word. After his apology he handed
« =+ - me back:my pen. I pulled him up to his feet and said to him in
" . English, “Dear Surendran, to me what you did in class was just
* _ “a youhgster’s outrageous prank by which you wanted to

. .% .. “avery important meeting in the Assembly Hall right after the last period this afternoon. All staffand™ .



impress others. Through my own high school years, until I
joined the seminary for priesthood, I too used to indulge
in all kinds of pranks just to show off. So you wanted my
pen? All right (giving it back to him), you are welcome to
keep it. Be assured that I forgive you whole-heartedly and
that I bear no ill-feeling whatsoever for you. You have my
prayers and good wishes for all success in your studies and
later on in your life. God bless you.” That brought the
meeting to an end.

As I mentioned, a couple of Father Principal’s critics
at the monastery were incensed when they first heard of
the Surendran incident. To them it was an egregious
instance of student misbehaviour, owing to his failure to
enforce discipline among them, and they harped again on
the theme of his fondness for cheap popularity as the root
cause of this failure.

But as I gradually got better and better acquainted
with the mind and soul of Fr. Theodosius, it began to dawn
on me that to accuse him of vanity in seeking “cheap
popularity” was the outcome of a very superficial
understanding of the high ideals he cherished. In other words,
I had a sense that it was a case of smaller minds being
incapable of understanding great minds and consequently
misconstruing the latter’s actions and policies at every turn.
I felt that there was a more perceptive, and definitely more
charitable, way of viewing them. To me it seemed that it was
part of Father Principal’s greatness of soul that led to his
adopting a broad outlook in matters like discipline among
the students; that his way of maintaining discipline was
governance with love rather than with punishment and trying
to inculcate in young minds values like self-respect, self-
restraint, respect for the rights of others, and concern for
the common good of the community. At the same time, he
never hesitated to come down on gross misbehaviour
whenever he felt stern action was called for, as evidence by
the way he dealt with the Surendran incident.

o

The very fact that he had chosen me, the youngest
among the fathers at Devagiri and the least
experienced in the discharge of the priestly ministry,
as his confessor, seemed to be a measure

of the humility of this great soul.

[ started writing this piece by commenting on the imposing personality of
Fr. Theodosius. And then by narrating the entire classroom episode, I illustrated
how sensitive he was to any criticism of himself or his administrative policies.

There was, however, a deeper dimension to that unique personality, a spiritual
dimension which I presume most people were quite unaware of. But I would
humbly claim to have been so positioned as to have had the privilege of getting
intimately acquainted, as his confessor for well over two years, with the depth of
the spirituality of this extraordinary individual.

First of all, here was a man who set great store by his exalted vocation as a
Catholic priest and a Carmelite monk who fully realized that his first and foremost
obligation before God and His Church was to strive to lead a life of holiness by
living out faithfully the teachings of Jesus, the Eternal High Priest, and following
in His footsteps. “Christianus alter Christus” (a Christian should be another
Christ) used to be a familiar dictum among the saints and theologians of the
early Christian era. If so, a fortiori, “Sacerdos alter Christus” (a priest should be
another Christ), which Fr. Theodosius fully realized.

Now, since the frequent reception of the Sacraments of the Church, especially
receiving absolution for one’s sins in the Sacrament of Penance (‘confession’ in
common parlance), attending Mass and receiving Holy Communion even on
weekdays so far as possible is an important means of securing Divine graces and
growing in holiness, the Catholic Church by her law enjoins on priests and
religious to go to Confession at least every two weeks. But the fact is that many
holy souls, in their eagerness to cleanse themselves of even the slightest sins and
thereby render themselves all the more pleasing in the sight of God, do go to
confession every week or even several times a week. The students at both Newman
Hostel and next door St. Joseph’s Hostel used to see Father Principal, warden of
Newman, going over to see St. Joseph's warden every week but they had absolutely
no idea what the matter was. Fr. Theodosius would never miss his weekly confession.



The very fact that he had chosen me, the youngest
among the fathers at Devagiri and the least
experienced in the discharge of the priestly ministry,
as his confessor, seemed to be a measure of the
humility of this great soul.

While I sat in my chair I felt myself so small
and so humbled when this great priest knelt down
on the floor by my side and started his confession
by saying the usual formula, “Bless me, Father,
for I have sinned.”

That practice went on for well over two years
until I left for Kottayam in June 1962 to join the
newly opened Institute of English under the joint
auspices of the Universities of Kerala and Calicut.
The Institute would offer a one-year intensive
training course— something like M.Lit— to
college teachers of English with a view to
enhancing their competence in modern English
literature and especially in spoken English and
other aspects of linguistics. The Institute was
directed by veteran Professors, mainly British.

By the time I returned from Kottayam to
rejoin Devagiri, the situation had changed
altogether; I was assigned right away to Tagore
Hostel. Fr. Theodosius was no longer at Newman
Hostel. As he had been diagnosed with leukemia,
he went on a leave of absence, and before long
left, with Fr. Columbus, for Vellore Hospital for
treatment. Sadly, he never returned to Calicut alive
again.

Fr. Theodosius was, over and above
everything else, a true man of God who always
walked close to God. If the simple definition of
prayer is “to lift up one’s heart and mind to God”,
he was a man of prayer in the fullest sense as he
struggled constantly to deepen his loving
communion with the Lord Jesus. And bearing in

mind the words of St. Vincent de Paul, “the
strength of a man is in his prayer, and the strength
of his prayer is in his sacrifice,” he made every
effort to reinforce his prayer with voluntary acts
of charity, self-renunciation and penance.

Despite all his external greatness, Fr.
Theodosius was in reality a child at heart. He took
to heart the words of Christ, “Unless you change
and become like children, you will not enter the
kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 18/3), and
surrendered himself into the hands of God with
childlike openness, simplicity, purity and
innocence of heart in his daily endeavor to grow
in holiness. It was a habit with him to sigh
incessantly, and utter, in a very subdued voice,
short ejaculatory prayers or aspirations such as,
“Jesus, my God, I love Thee above all things;”
“Sweet Heart of Jesus, be Thou my Love;” “Lord
Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy
on me a sinner;” “Omnipotent God, make a saint
of me;” “Jesus, Mary, Joseph, I give you my heart
and my soul”.

Fr. Theodosius ‘who was well known as a
highly gifted and eloquent public speaker as well
as an impressive professor of English literature’
was even more importantly, a zealous and powerful
preacher of the word of God. During his tenure
as Principal and lecturer in English at Sacred Heart
College, Thevara, until he left for the U.S. in 1952
to do his Ph.D. in English at the University of
Notre Dame, Indiana, he usually said the early
morning Mass on Sundays in the Sacred Heart
Church, and people would make a point of
coming to that Mass even from long distances just
to hear his inspiring sermons. Fully convinced
that, as a priest, it was his bounden duty to work

- hard not just for his own salvation and

sanctification but also for that of his fellow human
beings by helping them to follow faithfully the
teachings and example of the Divine Saviour who
offered Himself in Sacrifice on the Cross for the
sake of all humanity, Fr. Theodosius would avail
himself of every opportunity to preach to the
people. He was always conscious that zeal for the
salvation of souls should be a hallmark of every
good priest. Both when he was Principal at
Thevara and later on at Devagiri, he would, as a
rule, gladly accept invitations from numerous
parishes (either in Travancore-Cochin area or in
Malabar), especially during the summer holidays,
to preach at parish festivals, to give parish Retreats
for the public and for priestly and Religious groups
and so on, unless he was prevented by previous
commitments. It was well known that his powerful
words that came from a heart filled with love of
God touched even hardened hearts and led to
conversions, in large numbers, of people who had
strayed for long years from the path of salvation,
having had been enslaved by alcoholism, drug
abuse, immoral sexual relations and so forth, or
in any other way led lives of public scandal.

I am afraid I may have myself sounded rather
“preachy” by talking at length about one of the
most outstanding and most effective preachers of
the word of God who lived among us in our own
times, and it may be high time I wound up.

I believe it will be agreed on all hands that no
one who ever came to know or heard or have any
sort of dealings with Fr. Theodosius has failed to
be enriched and enlightened, encouraged and
influenced for the better, by this unique individual
who stood, like an intellectual, moral and spiritual
colossus, head and shoulders above everybody
around. =)
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Enwbodiwent of
Christion virtues

Dr. K.T. VIJAYAMADHAVAN

Meandering through the maze of one’s Iife, every individual meets a variety
of people, small and big, young and old, dull and brilliant and so on. But some memories
remain precious and last life long, because the recollections of these extraordinary
personalities are etched deep within. To me, Rev. Fr. Theodosius is such a unique person.

Sometime in June 1957, when I was about to return to my alma mater, Madras Christian
College, I received a telegram from my revered Guru, Prof. Dr. Joshua, instructing me to
meet the Reverend Fathers of St. Joseph’s College, Calicut, residing at Amalapuri. Rev. Fr.
Marinus was studying at Madras Christian College at that time and I suspected that he
instigated the move.

Anyway, [ decided to appear for the interview at Amalapuri. Being boyish in my looks
(Rev. Fr. Theodosius described it to be that of a “kochu payyan”) and nervous by temperament
(at the age of 21), I reached Amalapuri armed with my academic records and fully braced
up for a formal interview. When I announced my arrival, two elderly Reverend Fathers in
coffee-brown cassocks appeared and invited me into the parlour. One was the bald-headed
Rev. Fr. Shabor (typical picture of a Prior!) who was the manager of the institution; the
other was a tall dark-skinned giant with an imposing personality and an enchanting smile
- Rev. Fr. Theodosius, the Principal. The interview was over in a few minutes with Rev. Fr.
Shabor posing a few informal questions to me and the Principal silently watching the
proceedings with a smile. The interview was so brief that I thought they did not want to
select this impish-looking fellow to be on the teaching staffl When I was about to depart,

*Well -known environnent activist,
Dr. Vijayamadhavan built up the Zoology §
Department and headed it for a long time.




Fr. Theodosius asked me: “When can you come
and join the department?”

And thus I joined the newly-formed
Department of Zoology as the Lecturer in-charge
on June 28, 1957. The Department was to start
the B.Sc Zoology Main course under the Madras
University. I had a hectic time organizing the
department and, during the process, had to meet
the Principal and authorities quite frequently.
Narurally, the relationship with the Reverend
Fathers grew more intimate as the days rolled by.
By the time I left in May, 1960, my admiration
for the Reverend Fathers of the Carmelites of Mary
Immaculate congregation had more or less turned
to adoration. I still continue to hold in high esteem
many of those stalwarts among dedicated priests.
One of the most popular and prominent among
them was Rev. Fr. Theodosius.

I believe that a true perspective on the
personality and contributions of this venerable
priest will emerge only when viewed in the
background of the pioneering services rendered
to the community in Malabar by the Carmelite
congregation of that era. The suffering and self-
sacrifice undergone by the priests to alleviate the
agony of fellow beings were a deeply moving
experience. The educational institutions,
including St. Joseph's College, were established in
Devagiri as part of these services. These
institutions were built in 1956 after clearing
portions of extensive stretches of shrub jungle in
the hillocks of “Kaniyankunnu”. Even in 1957,
when I joined the College, lush green wilderness
encircled the clearings on which the buildings
stood. Devagiri was then a desolate area lying
opposite the sprawling expanse of Mayaparamba.

Frankly, I marveled at the sacrifices and selfless service
rendered by the Reverend Fathers to the community.
To me they appeared to be true disciples of Jesus Cﬁrist
There was a missionary zeal in their devotion

to the service of humanity.

Mayaparamba used to be the golf links, where the British residents in the area
gathered on weekends to relax themselves. Eventually, the area was occupied
by the Govt. Medical College.

There was a bus stop at Devagiri, where moffusil buses to areas lying
between Calicut and Thengilakadave halted for a short while. There were
only one or two stilted bunk shops near the bus stop. From the bus stop, one
had to trek through the mud-road going past the Savio High School to reach
the College. However, it was a delightful walk with rows of avenue trees
providing shade. The College building stood on an elevated ground with neatly
laid beds of colourful cannas and other flowers forming a beautiful garden in
front. In front of the entrance to the building was a circular pond in the
centre of which stood the statue of the Lord. The scenic splendour of the view
from the College, with the vast stretches of glistening coconut treetops swaying
like waves in the breeze, was indeed breathtaking.

The College, being in its infancy, was thinly populated with students,
most of them Pre-University students. There were only a small bunch of
teachers and non-teaching staff. The hostels were still under construction. So,
those who opted to be hostelites were temporarily accommodated in some of
the halls in the College and the Savio High School buildings, under the
wardenship of Fr. Nestor and Fr. Reynolds, respectively. Except for Fr. Shabor,
Fr. Theodosius and Fr. Hilarion, who resided at Amalapuri, all the other Rev.
Fathers lived in asbestos-partitioned cubicles in some of the vacant rooms in
the College building. There was not even a chutch, not to speak of a monastery
on the campus. One of the lecture halls in the eastern wing was converted into
a chapel for conducting church services.



The purpose of describing the initial phase of the College
campus is to provide a sketchy impression of the hardships and
ordeals the pioneers of the dedicated team of Reverend Fathers
had to undergo to build up the institution. I have often wondered
why these Reverend Fathers opted to forsake the bare minimum
creature comforts and basic amenities and live in penury. Perhaps
it was their tenacious determination and dedication to the
Christian ideals that inspired them to brave the sufferings for a
cause dear to their hearts.

This dedication to serve the community became clearly
evident to me when I wandered along the foothills at the base of
the Western Ghats for collecting specimens for the newly started
Zoology museum. In the fifties and sixties, people from erstwhile
Travancore were migrating to these hilly areas in Malabar and
settling down. These new settlers had to battle against several
adversities, including the menace of wild animals and scourges
like malaria. Infrastructural facilities like motorable roads were
nonexistent and amenities like schools and hospitals were far
away to reach. It was in these circumstances that the priests of
the Carmelite congregation volunteered to offer their services to
the community of new settlers grueling under adversities.
Churches were built in these remote areas and the priests who
manned them had not only to perform religious duties but had
to take care of the individual problems in the community. The
churches not only took care of the spiritual needs of the
parishioners but also their mental anguish and physical agonies.
In brief, the local church was the refuge where the laity sought
advice, help and solace. The Carmelite clergy generously
contributed to the welfare and upliftment of the community.
Schools were built for educating the children and first—aid
dispensaries were established to offer primary medical aid to the
people. During those early years, when I roamed Kannavam,
Kodenchery, Pulloorampara, Thiruvambadi, Maruthonkara and
such other new settlements, I used to stay in the vicinity of those
churches and watch the services rendered by the Carmelite clergy.

Frankly, I marveled at the sacrifices and selfless service rendered

by the Reverend Fathers to the community. To me they appeared

to be true disciples of Jesus Christ. There was a missionary zeal
in their devotion to the service of humanity.

Fr. Theodosius was a stalwart among such a dedicarted
Carmelite clergy of that era. He was a giant of a person in physical
stature — tall, well-built, with a leisurely majestic gait. He was
equally a giant mentally, intellectually and spiritually. He was a
teacher par excellence, gifted with deep erudition and lucid
expression, whom the students loved, admired and held in high
esteem. His rich ancestral lineage was amply evident in his
qualities and gracious manners. He had a mind filled with
compassion, generosity and magnanimity so as to easily forgive
the frailties and foibles of his fellow beings, especially the students
invigorated by the vitality of exuberant youth. He was reputed
as an eloquent public speaker. In fact, the public of Calicut town
and neighbouring areas became aware of the newly—founded
college at Devagiri mainly through the rapport established by
the Principal through his speeches.

His personality was thus tall in many aspects but what
impressed me deeply was his staunch faith and dedication to the
practice of true Christian virtues of love, forgiveness and charity.
His perspective was never confined to any one community; it
embraced the entire humanity cutting across all the barriers of
religions, castes or creeds. I am amused to recollect a few occasions
when I had arguments on some official matters with Fr.
Theodosius. He used to patiently listen to them with an unruffled
smile forgiving me for the innocent impertinence of my
immaturity. When I met him last just before leaving the College
in 1960 for a Marine Biology course in Madras, he blessed me
and said: “Come back after your studies”. I never imagined that
it would be my last meeting with this great priest.

He had endeared himself to the students whom he always
exhorted to be “ambassadors of Devagiri” by imbibing the values
and virtues of the institution and spreading them wherever they
be. Beneath the stiffness of a grave exterior lay the inner
mellowness of human kindness and compassion. He
magnanimously forgave the frolic and follies of the youth. Once,
a student (who eventually retired as a Professor) fell into a sudden
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tempration to take home a few cuttings of plants from the
College garden. So, on the last night of his stay in Devagiri,
he prowled into the garden and collected a few cuttings.
Suddenly the famous, sleepless night watchman, Agapithoose,
caught him and promptly took him to the Principal. The excited
watchman was first dismissed after pacifying him. A few
minutes later the culprit also was dismissed with a smiling
reprimand not to repeat the performance!

Fr. Theodosius was a Principal who was adored by his
students. I have heard so many personal anecdotes from the
students as to how they were silently, yet generously, helped by
him, how they were guided with genuine concern for their future.
One of my early students once narrated his personal experience
to me. Soon after the results of the B.Sc. were declared, he just
came to the College from his home town in North Kerala, not
knowing what to do next. He was a brilliant student but did not
score the marks he richly deserved. Fr. Theodosius knew this.
On seeing him in a desperate mood, he called him in and enquired
what his next plans were. He said he himself was confused as to
what to do next. He promptly gave him a letter of recommendation
to a college in Ernakulam. This was a turning point in his life.
That was indeed his first visit to Ernakulam. He joined the College
and brought laurels to that institution by securing the First Rank
for M.Sc in the Kerala University. Eventually, he earned several
more degrees and retired as the consultant to a United Nations
organisation. During the course of his life, this person from the
rural interior of Kerala, travelled worldwide to many countries on
official duties. This student still fondly remembers with deep
gratitude how a benevolent gesture from Fr. Theodosius had made
all the difference in his destiny.

This is just one instance. There must certainly be many
more such anecdotes of his acts of genuine kindness.

Yes, Rev.Fr. Theodosius was tall in many aspects, but what
has touched me deeply was that he was an ardent and devoted
disciple who practiced the ideals and teachings of Christianiry.
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M. MOHANKUMAR, IAS* | ; Sy

| dld not know him long enough for I wasin Devagm College for’ only two years; and before
I left, he had taken ill and passed away. But from the beginning I could see in him the great teacher. and the
generous, compassionate man that he was. .. ; {

I saw Fr. Theodosius for the first time in the summer of 1962 It was = brlef mcetxhg,‘but an
unforgettablc experience for me. :

I had written the final-year examinationiof MA (Enghsh Language and Literature) and was wzutmg
for the results. The viva was held at Devagiri College. Dr. C.D. Narasimhaiah was the Chairman of.the

" Board and Dr. A.S. Iyer and Prof-Gopalan Nair members. Great teachers, all of them. When they came
out of the hall and saw that we students were hanging around in the corridor, one of them, Prof. Gopalan

Nair, came to us and said that two of us had secured a First Class—both from the Government Victoria
College, Palaghat—myself and C. Ramachandrari (who subsequently Jomed the IAS and retired as Executive
Director of the Asian Development Bank).

But there was the uncertainty of the future. How long will one have to wait for a job?

Then, after a few days, something unexpected happened. Fr. Theodosius called me for an interview.
The message came through one of our Lecturers in' Victoria College, Mr Narayanan Nair. The summer:
vacation was drawing to a close. He was sitting in the corner room of the Principal, a pile of papers'on‘the
table, reading. He looked at me from head to foot. As if to size meup. There was no elaborate questioning:
He only asked: Will you be able to handle a class? I was then a lean and frail youngster, bes1des being short.

- *Mr Mobankumar is
WA - a former Chief Secretary,
: Govr. of Kerala.
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L ‘% in his eyes. Fn facr, tlfroughom this, nieetmg, I was totally relaxed. (Later, I would hear people speak B
M e : ; of this great quahty of his: the ability to put one at ease even without speaking a smgle word ) Gk
Sy : 7 0 0l “I will do- my best, Father, I said. Ve W2
A o P AT (7o X I was appointed Lecturer in Englrsh even before l:l‘le results were forma.lly out. 5
L el N BT S SR hir s TR Later, much later, a friend of mine told me a story that was s6 revealing. A student'of MA (Eng s
RO A 7 L1Q) in Devagiri College, he tota had appeared for the final examination with me but goronly 4 high
S R ; , s Second Class. One day, he s‘&‘id Fr‘ Theodosius called him to l’llS room and told him t’h@t he had
: e " g 2\ offered the postof Lecf'urer to me, Mohankumar, becausé I had a First Class. And then he handed
ASama i O ' 4 overaletter of recommendatron to be given to the Principal of Malabar Christian’ College My friend’
Once, anqther fnend S oke to ' -, got the job, Fe became a dlStlﬂgl.llShEd writer and retired ‘as Professor of English in a Government
~“me with feell al out E College. ;
'Theodomus e was a bﬂlhant Once, another friend spoke to me with feeling about Fr. Theodosuis He was a bnlllant student
. student but, some:how, got only but, somehow, got only a'Second Class for his B.Sc. The Principal, Fr. Theodosius, knew rthat he
" aSecond Class for l',\lS B.Sc: deserved better. He wrote to his colleague in the Sacred Heart College, Thevara, and got him admission
L The Principal, Fr. Theodosms’  to the post-graduate course in that College. My friend secured the First Rank in the university
knew: that Ee deserved better. exammanon, and later drstrngurshed himself in his field of specialization as an international expert.

That was FrTheodosius. Full of the milk of Kuman kindness; extending a helpmg hand to those
‘who deserved N
Many others Will have similar stories to tell 7 4
We juniors had no occasion to meet the Prmcrpa.l in those days. But would run into him as he walked
- with his long strides along the corridor, and notice that benign smile and that compassionare look.

He wrote to his colleague in the
Sacred Heart College, Thevara,
and got him admission to the
post-graduate course in that

e College My friend Secured the Students and colleagues loved Fr. Theodosius because he was genuinely affectionate and informal
: First Hk i the university ) with them. He was generous and never harsh, even to efrant boys.

A examination, and laters { My job as a Lecturer in the College paved the way for a pleasant and productive period of my life.

o diSUngUIShed himself in his 1 AWay from the bustle of\the town, the campus was absolutely peaceful. Handling post—graduate classes

e field of Speclallzatlon asarn g was a stimulating éxperience. As [ taught, I learnéd, both. from the books and the senior colleagues

1ntefnat10n3-l EeXpert. Back in the Jodge in front of the college, where many of us lecturers stayed, there would be serious
"discussions, on many topics. For the first time I was getting a gaod exposure to the wider world. And [
could quietly’ prepare for the competitive examinations, making full use of the well-stocked library of
, ~ the college. T got into the IAS i in 1964. By that time Fr..Theodosius was no more and Fr. Antony had
S, IR R i ‘taken over as Principal. =

il r ’ LS As the first principal of the college, Fr. Theodosrus played a crucial role for the development of the
Wk i e e A Sy College The magmﬁdently produced Golden Jubilee Souvenir of the College, Yobe, speaks volumes for it.

s ‘ { ' : a « Fr. Theoddsits was a towering personality. We lost him nearly halfa century, ago. Burt he lives in
R st the hearts of his colleagues and students. The legacy he left behind will continue to msplre generanons
) e to COME. " 147 ; 4 ) %J
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o ‘I d.;xd not feel”dlshéartened fer, even as he spoke, there was a smile on his face and compassmn‘ ‘




—.~to Fr Theodosius. only-excus

Being neither g,o ude

y-excuse for writing about him is that I happen to b

“fathers associated with Devagiri College still surviving who have at least som
faint, about him. Though T have had only three occasions to meet him, they
and most impressionable years of my religious formation, so they made suck :
" Though we never really talked — our meetings were always in a group, — ccame

both in my studies as well as in my life and service as a priest. Therefore, anyb appens
these few words would do well to do so fully conscious of these limitations of

First meeting at Mannanam: [ first met Fr Theodosius on September.. 5, at abo
p-m. in the fathers’ recreation hall at Mannanam. There, the Provincial, Fr Daniel, Fathers Sk
Romeo Thomas, William and twenty other fathers, a few Brothers, and eighty of] pirants, inclte
me, had gathered to give Fr Theodosius a grand reception on his arrival from the United States aftc]
his studies. I was then fifteen years old, studymg in the fifth form (equlvalent to the IX standard now)

~at St Ephrem s }ﬂJgh Sch
o'Mang




outstanding, so much so he became my hero on
the spot. I don’t remember the content of his
speech, but the impression remains.

He had gone to the USA for his doctoral
studies in Notre Dame University, Indiana, in
1952 while serving as the Principal of Sacred Heart
College, Thevara. But by the time he came back
to India, the CMI Congregation had been divided
into three provinces and as the Thevara College
came under the Sacred Heart Province and Fr
Theodosius belonged to the St Joseph’s Province,
it was decided that he should discontinue his
service at Thevara.

Organizer of a jubilee celebration: Three
months later, there was a grand celebration at
Mannanam — the centenary of the formal founding
of the CMI congregation. The main function was
on December 8, 1955. Fr Theodosius was the chief
organizer. The public meeting was presided over
by the Chief Minister of Travancore-Cochin State,
Shri A. J. John. Most bishops from Kerala had
participated. Fr Theodosius had compeered the
function. His presence and words were the most
impressive. Another thing that I still remember is
the violin performance of Athirampuzha
Appachan. Fr Theodosius’ impressive personality
filled my heart and soul as a hero.

Fr Kuriathadom, Principal of St. Thomas
College, Palai, obtained the service of Fr
Theodosius as the head of the Department of
English, in which capacity he served for over a
year. While serving in the college, he stayed at the
CMI St. Vincent Monastery, Palai, where my
uncle, Fr Andrews, happened to be the superior.
On his invitation, the aspirants at Mannanam,
including me, went on an outing in Palai where

naturally we met and talked to Fr. Theodosius.

Meeting in Bangalore: In the meanwhile,
the St Joseph’s Province, which had its
headquarters shifted to Kottayam, took the
initiative to start a college in Calicut. It is still a
mystery who first floated the idea to start a college
in Malabar (was it Fr Shabore, or Fr Romeo
Thomas or Fr William?) but it was Fr Hormice
who was entrusted with the mission. Fr
Theodosius became the first Principal.

I did not get a chance to visit Devagiri till
the beginning of 1965. Shortly before, three of
us, Fr Joseph Paikada, Fr Mathew Chalil and I,
had been sent to Madras to pursue our degree
studies in Loyola College. Therefore, I never got
a chance to see Fr Theodosius in action as
Principal. It remains as a great disappointment in
my life.

I met Fr Theodosius for the last time in
August 1962. The principals of the CMI colleges
— Fr Theodosius from Devagiri, Fr Gabriel from
Irinjalakuda and Fr Victorian from Thevara— had
come to Bangalore for a principals’ meeting. They
spent an evening with the Dharmaram
community. All of them addressed us. Of course,
Fr Theodosius’ speech was the most impressive.
My vague recollection is that he spoke about the
CMI vision of education which we had inherited
from our founder, Blessed Chavara. We never
thought that this luminary would be eclipsed so
soon thereafter.

In the early days of September 1963, it was
flashed in Dharmaram that Fr Theodosius was
suffering from cancer and that he had been taken
to the Vellore Medical College. Those were days

when we had no access to news of any sort — no

~ /

newspapers or radio. Our only source of
information of what was happening outside was
the weekly abstract of news broadcast over the
sound system set up in Dharmaram.

By the beginning of November 1963, we had
a visitor who had met Fr Theodosius in the Vellore
Medical College Hospital: Fr Columbus. He gave
us a detailed and graphic account of the condition
of Fr Theodosius, how composed he was when he
was informed that he was in the final stages of
cancer and that death could come any day.

' Finally, we had the tragic news on November
10, 1963; Fr. Comisius, Rector of Dharmaram
College, announced over the sound system that
Fr. Theodosius had died of cancer at Vellore and
that the burial

would take place on the following day at
Mannanam. For most people at Dharmaram, his
visit there was a vague memory, but for people
like me it was a personal loss.

I am winding up this brief note with the
comment: Of course his academic record was most
impressive — on August 22, 1944, he passed B.A.
Hons. degree from Madras Presidency College with
three awards: the ‘Sankaracharyar Prize’” for being
first in the University; the Makintosh {Mclntosh?}
Prize’ for standing first in the Presidency College,
and the ‘Ind Prize’ for being first in the paper on
Shakespeare. He was an outstanding principal.
What, however, his students and colleagues cherish
most is his kind-heartedness. His fellow priests
among the CMIs remember his commitment to
preaching the Word of God and conducting
Religious services in the remote parishes in Malabar
whenever he got a chance.

My obeisance to my hero!



latch yours warching steps,
soid Father

Lt. Col. K. V. PARAMESWARAN*

To goona ﬁshing expedition on a track long forgotten and fish out influencing thoughts and
issues that occurred more than half a century ago is indeed a tall call. There, however, was an issue which
left its indelible mark on my personality which I have not shared with any one so far. Somewhere through
my second year degree, the College authorities gave their tacit approval to elect Lakshmanan as President of
the College Union. As you know, political polarisation hadn’t yet made inroads into the campus at that
time. As none else dared to challenge the candidate who enjoyed the backing of the College authorities, a
few of us got together and decided to sponsor an opponent. N.C. Michael was picked as our candidate.
Willy-nilly I happened to be in the forefront of the campaign.

Canvassing went on with so much zeal that as the election day drew nearer, the favoured candidate
and the authorities as well knew that they had a tough fight in had. Two days before the election date we
printed a notice without meaning any malice whatsoever. I was one among the four or five signatories.

On the penultimate day, just as the day scholar bus came into the portico and trhe staff and students
alighted, God knows how or why, some pushing and pulling and mild skirmish ensued. I have a vague
feeling that some member of the staff unwittingly also got pushed around in the scuffle. Of course, in a
matter of seconds, everything was brought under control. But the damage was already done.

The event was blown out of proportion. Even to this day, I do not know if the event was stage
managed or spontaneous. By the end of the day, a committee was going into the episode with a mandate to
fix responsibilities. I do not remember if Michael was suspended but others, including me, were advised to
stay out of classes. In a day or two, the committee concluded the enquiry and found malice and blasphemy
in a couple of words in the notice and fixed the responsilbility for the skirmish and the charged atmosphere
-- enough to threaten the discipline of the college—-on us. We knew that the hardliners in the committee
were adamant on our dismissal. They opined that getting rid of a few rotten apples was in order for
maintaining overall and lasting discipline.

Fortunately, the Principal was not on their side. Though he did possess a colossal figure enough to
dwarf anyone of us and a stubborn countenance, he also owned a large heart. To cut the story short, after

some deliberation, it was decided to deal with us
rather leniently with the Principal himself accepting
the responsibility for our good conduct in future.
That is my impression.

As a consequence, we were summoned to his
office. What followed was even worse. I was terrified
by his look and the lambasting that followed was
chilling. In the end, he advised us "to make something
out of our life". Behind his angry outburst, perhaps,
was also anguish at the few youths at the threshold
of their lives charging recklessly towards becoming
wastrels. We were happy in a way though his dressing
down was hard as we escaped impending dismissal
which, many had concluded, was in order.

What followed was still more worthy of note.
Immediately following the summons and what
followed thereafter was our class on Shakespeare which
the Principal himself was taking. In the process of
conducting the class, at a particular point, he looked at
me or in my direction and said, "Of what use is it if you
gain the whole world but suffer the loss of your soul?" I
feltit was meant for me. I did take notice of the statement
then and in later life used it with good effect, too, to
score a few points in discussions and talks.

In a way I admit my upward march started then.
Our NCC unit, of which I was by then the Sargeant,
was adjudged the best in the march past, sports and
cultural activities. The Principal was very happy,

* Col. K V. Parameswaran
was the first graduate of Devagiri
to be commissioned in the Army.
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though I suspect, if he adequately showed it in
his reaction to the news. I became the selected
candidate for thar year’s Republic Day Parade
in Delhi and shortly afterwards went on to get
the President’s Commission in the Army, again
another first for the College.

I was indeed thrilled and went to the
Principal with the news of my selection. His
happiness could be seen on his face and told
me "March on and watch your steps." He had
not forgotten the election episode. Whilst in
the Army, whenever Madhu (the late Col P
Madhavan, VrC) and I met, the discussion
almost always used to culminate at something
about our Josephian days and would never end
without remembering Fr Theodosius and his
handling of King Lear for us, amongst other
interactions.

The election episode resulted in the
suspension of all election through general
voting, I understand it was done through voting
by electoral college consisting of various
secretaries of associations, who were elected by
fellow students. C.PUnninanu Nair was the first
beneficiary of this system brought about by our
apparent misdemeanour. I was Secretary of the
Economics Association. A. Shankaran and
Unninanu were contesting for next year's Union
secretaryship. Unninanu never asked for my vote.
Being good friends, he might have taken it for
granted. Shankaran did. Both being my friends,
I really did not know which way to go. The
Principal’s advice not to suffer the loss of soul
came to my mind. My vote went in favour of
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Evwinent PePsOnaLity

C. MADHAVAN*

I joined Devagiri College in June 1957
for the two-year degree course of Madras
University and took my degree in Mathematics in
March 1959. Fr Theodosius was the Principal and
Fr Reynolds the Vice-Principal and warden of St
Joseph’'s Hostel where I was lodged. The college
was predominantly residential with four hostels
and a common mess. Day scholars were very few.
The days I spent there were the golden days of my
youth.

Fr Theodosius was a well-built man with a
tall and imposing figure and a smiling face. He
was a powerful and most efficient Principal. I have
not seen such an eminent Principal in my life. He
was an important member of the Syndicates of
Madras and Kerala Universities. In short, he was
actually an institution by himself.

He took English prose for us and while
holding the class he would walk around the
platform and ask us questions by calling out our
nicknames. He used to call me “Sandow
Madhavan”.

Whenever we approached him with any
problem, he would face it with a smile and solve it

on the spot. He understood student psychology
very well. He never punished anyone but
maintained strict discipline inside the classrooms
and on the campus. He played a major role in
moulding us and was mainly responsible for our
achievements in life. He used to attend the hostel
parliament in which I was the Speaker. He was
most affectionate towards all of us, just like our
parents and we cannot forget him in life.

During that period, Devagiri students
excelled all other colleges in Calicut not only in
the education field but also in the extra-curricular
fields, such as sports, debating, the arts and
literature, besides the Social Service League and
NCC. They won the respect of the public.

Fr. Theodosius was one of the VIPs of the
city and he was on the dais in all the important
public functions in the city at that time.

During send-off meetings he told us: “You
are the ambassadors of the College and you should
spread the message of this College throughout
the world.” T hope we have succeeded in it. It was
my ambition to send my three children to
Devagiri and succeeded in it. My daughter did

her M.Sc., my elder son his B.Com and the
younger one his Pre-Degree course at Devagiri.

While leaving the College, Fr Theodosius
issued me a conduct certificate in his letterhead
as follows: “He is one among the best in the class
as well as in the hostel, and I am sure that if he is
placed in responsible position, he will satisfy all
concerned.” When I went to Madras for the final
selection of ACIO-II in the Intelligence Bureau,
the Joint Director who saw the certificate
remarked: “How can a Principal issue such a
conduct certificate?” I was selected, but eventually
disqualified during police verification on the
ground that one of my distant relatives was a
Communist!

Later on, I joined the Kerala Police in 1962
as a sub-inspector and retired in 1955 as a Junior
Administrative Grade Officer in the IPS. While
in service, [ could excel others in the batch and
secure IPS and win both the President’s Police
Medals for Meritorious Service and Distinguished
Service. I was the

only one to get this honour in my batch of
thirty officers. I think I lived up to the expectations
of the Principal as revealed in his conduct
certificate. His early death came as a shock to me
and it took a long time for me to bear with it. I
used to remember him every day in my morning

and evening prayers. ==

*Mr Madhavan, who was

a student of Devagiri

when the College was under
the Madras University,

saw to it that all his children
went to the same College.




A souvenir full of tributes can easily lapse into rigmarole
of monotony and insufferable iteration. However, in the case of
our revered Principal Fr. Theodosius, because of the very nature of
his personality, this is not a likely risk. Fr. Theodosius was gifted
with such a multifaceted personality that every single person who
came in contact with him has a different facet to touch upon. Asa
towering, literally awe-inspiring presence, a most gifted Principal,
a teacher with a marked histrionic talent that gave his drama classes
a live-theatre experience, a history-of-the-language expert at the
post-graduate level who could glide through syntax-and-etymology-
related subjects with a ballet-dancer’s poise and ease, a humane
personality who was most charitable to the needy and indigent
among students, a Principal who had imaginative sympathy for
the youngest of the young, the unending list of his glories stretches
on and on.

The key to his quintessential greatness as a human being, priest
and Principal, however, was the way in which Fr. Theodosius
wielded power and authority. Power and authority sat lightly on

the Fr. Theodosius Memorial Committe,

M, Theodosins and the exercise of
ond ow\t’hor‘if:y

Prof. PK.G. VIJAYARAM*

him: he almost intuitively recognized that power
was the obscenest aspect of life on earth. Power,
to many who wield it, is the most intoxicating of
aphrodisiacs, and they tend to use it drunkenly,
mindlessly, quite oblivious of the insensitivities
associated with its abuse and application. The
Mahabharata and the Bhagavad Gita, British
writers like George Orwell and Aldous Huxley,
European novelists such as Gunter Grass and
Milan Kundera and Malayalam celebrities like
Anand and O.V. Vijayan have expertly and
extensively dwelt on the abuse and the misuse of
power. With Fr. Theodosius power and authority
were solely meant as instruments of student and
human welfare. Some of the most famous of Fr.
Theodosius’ former students like poet Vishnu
Narayanan Namboodiri and the deceased Dr. C.P.
Sivadas have borne witness to his generosity and

*Prof- Vijayaram, President of |

headed the Dept. of English, Devagiri
College, longer than anyone else so far.




charity. In this context, I recall the immense debt of gratitude that poet, critic
and distinguished academic the late Dr. R. Viswanathan too had expressed time
and again to Fr. Theodosius. I made a deliberate choice of mentioning the three
because for one, Vishnu Narayanan is quite unwell these days to offer an up-
dated tribute, and R.V. and C.PS. (as the other two were lovingly referred to) are
no longer with us.

I recall very distinctly the manner in which Fr. Theodosius came to treat young
lecturers like me who had just walked into the teaching vocation. He was not
overbearing in the least, didn't throw his weight around; on the contrary, he was
intimate and even amiable. The day I was drafted into service, after I had just reported
to the Principal and signed in the register, Fr. Theodosius straightaway accompanied
me to the PG. library upstairs and instructed the then librarian,Mr Augustine, to
show me the books. Informality marked his work-style. Fr. Theodosius had no problem
‘saddling’ me with ten hours of PG. teaching out of seventeen hours a week with
authors like difficult modernists such as T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound and James Joyce as
part of my ‘workload’. He had confidence in a youngster like the twenty-one-year-
old that I then was to send me to a final M.A. batch whose average age was close to
thirty: there was in that class the 42 year-old, redoubtable P:V. Rajagopal who wielded
chiseled Queen’s English with elan and aplomb; over-35-year-old Raman Nambeesan
(then A.E.O); Prabhakaran Nambiar (the present Colonel Ayilyath, several years senior
to me). (Mr. PV. Rajapopal—PVR—then went on to join Feroke College as Lecturer,
became the toast of the College, and remained a bachelor till he breathed his last).

This confidence in the young was the source of Fr. Theodosius’ strength. When
in April of the first year of my teaching Fr. Theodosius had Kerala University Final
M.A. (English) papers for valuation, the Reverend Father had the confidence in me
to seek my service for awarding marks in that paper that had authors like T.S. Eliot
and Yeats and Edith Sitwell, all quite unfamiliar to him since he had completed his
post-graduation by the late 1940’s (Devasya, hostel boy then, who is still alive, was
witness to my work several days from 9 in the morning to 8. p.m. in Newman
Hostel). Humility, Fr. Theodosius recognized, in the truest sense, was submission
to the will of God. It is this perception of the true meaning of humility that drove
Fr. Theodosius to regard his authority as just an instrument of service.

To the hordes and hordes of students and colleagues of Fr. Theodosius, he was
truly a Principal and a half; a unique manifestation of all that is great and spiritually
substantial in life. I bow in all humility and gratitude before his undying memory.
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God's abode ond won's adobe!

Dr. J. V. VILANILAM*

It’s in human nature to make much fuss about life. Sometimes I wonder if man has to make so
much fuss about some things of which he knows next to nothing. Who would have thought of a native of
Chengannur, a small village in the 1950’, would end up at a suburban hill in the city of Kozhikode one
fine morning and disappear from there in a few weeks in search of Fortune?

As a young man he made some fuss about the future that stretched before him in Fuzzyland. You may
say, Mr. Vilanilam (literally, Fertile Land) was in Fuzzyland. The College where he had been teaching
English for two years was not sure if he should continue there because he had his own doubts about many
things, and perhaps asked too many inconvenient questions. He was young and audacious, unready to
take everything lying down! His questioning spirit was not good!

"The questioning habit is good for science students and science teachers, but not for English teachers,"
his teacher-colleague used to say. He got into too many situations offering him challenges and naturally he
raised questions even when he knew that answers would not be forthcoming. Doubts filled his mind
about the origin, course and consequence of human action. But such doubting Thomases were not welcome
to his college management that was clear and doubtlessly sure of everything!

With a first-rank M.A. in English Literature from the largest university in India, and two years of
teaching experience, it was my lot to roam around for a teaching job. Someone told me about a generous,
gentle and compassionate man who saw the bottom of things at the very first glance. Wow! I decided to
write to him about my circumstance. He asked me for some sample writings. I had published three
magazine articles and penned the college anthem for the college that dispensed with my services! The
article in the Fatima College magazine was "On the Art of Snuffing"; the third was written when I was in
the senior year at St. Berchman’s College.

*Dr. Vilanilam, who gave up teaching in spite
of Fr Theodosiuss gentle reproach, however
returned to the profession as a communication
expert, and later rose to become the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Kerala.




Those were the days when even venerable
people used to take snuff. Morality was not even
remotely linked to tobacco use either nasally or
orally! Important people used silver and gold boxes
filled with golden tobacco dust, finely pulverized
and scented. Yes, my job at Fatima was to demon-
strate to the students some chemical experiment or
other and explain the theories behind the practicals.
For some valid reasons, the tribe of ‘demonstrators’
did not increase and today they belong to a
"vanished species”.

My article in the "Excelsior" (the S.B. College
magazine) was based on the thesis that all human
beings are different forms of carbon! A mock-serious
article from an immature mind! (The Anthem
written for the College that bade goodbye to me
is still being sung with gusto by trained singers of
the current generation, to the accompaniment of
the orchestra. Not many students or teachers know
or care to know about the man who composed
that anthem and even tuned it! I've been lucky to
be invited to this college for several functions where
I had the good fortune of being thrilled by it.)

The articles I sent to the reverend Principal
of Devagiri (God’s Abode) were mildly irreverent
in concept, though they were not, according to
me, either linguistically imperfect or insensible.
They made alot of sense to me, for sure, although
to others they might have seemed slightly
irrelevant, irreverent, irrational, and impish,
impudent or even devilish.

I had not published anything else in English
or Malayalam at that stage in my life. I was slightly
apprehensive about them because I was sending
them to a reverend priest who headed the College
where I was seeking a job. Will my chutlish and
cheeky articles offend him? Has he a sense of

humour? My usual questioning habit "rose and shone" upon myself!

In a "couple of three weeks" I got a reply asking me to join duty when the College reopened. Like
Samuel Morse, I exclaimed to myself: "What hath God wrought!"

I took the newly introduced train from Trivandrum via Chengannur to Ernakulam South where
I changed to the one that took me to Calicut early in the morning. I walked up to the bus station that
seemed deserted. There were not many for bus rides in those days; shanks’ mare was more popular than
other modes of transportation. Finally, I could get a bus to Devagiri. Someone showed me the hostel
where the Principal and other priests were accommodated. I was graciously given a room for temporary
use. I soon got ready for my meeting with the Principal.

Fr.Theodosius told me that the campus was growing, but there were only a dozen residential
quarters and all of them were occupied. I had to find my own accommodation in the town. I was quite
confident that I could rent a place somewhere in the town. Father Principal also told me that I had
fifteen hours of teaching in a week, ten hours for the M. A. (I year), and five hours for the Pre-University
section. Five hours of composition correction for the PUC. That would be really good, I thought.
In a way, it was an honour for this young teacher to discuss interesting aspects of life and literature



with a small group of ten or twelve young men in a free
and frank manner. There were no girls in any of the classes.
The College was a male bastion--all students and teachers
were male.

Regarding my accommodation, Fr. Theodosius and
two or three of his colleagues (all in coffee-coloured
cassocks) were really concerned. He sent word for Mr M.
T. Emmanuel who, too, belonged to the English
Department. I didnt quite know at that time why Mr
Emmanuel was called. Mr Emmanuel came to the room
in no time and greeted Fr. Theodosius who indicated
digitally that he had something private to ask him. The
two of them stepped on to the verandah and returned in a
trice. Fr. Theodosius was happy--I could see from his face.
He turned to me and asked:

"John, do you mind sharing Emmanuel sar’s quarters
until his wife returned after her assignment--that’s two or
three months?" He smiled meaningfully and waited for a
reply.

"Of course, I don't mind," I replied.

"Then, the matter is settled. From today, you share
Mr Emmanuel’s quarters.”" How quick! "Meanwhile, you
can continue your search for a suitable house in the town,
and bring your wife," Fr. Theodosius continued.

Mr Emmanuel took me to his quarters, which had
two bedrooms of which I occupied one. In his forced
single-blessedness, he was "self-cooking" as his well-
meaning neighbours, C.A. Augustine and his wife
Rahelamma, used to tease him! I too was a married
bachelor. We would get our meals from the "Fathers’
House" or from some other house and were happy that
our "self-cooking"” was confined to bed coffee and late-
night Ovaltine or Horlicks. My life in the quarters went
uneventfully for a few weeks. We used to play cards or go
for long walks during which we would visit houses that
had the "To let" sign on their gates or front wall.

One peculiarity I observed was that many houses in the Calicut area in those days
were constructed with a small loft, attic or top room which could not be called a "first
floor". They were not two-storied houses. I was inclined to call them "one-and-a-half floored
houses". We went into some of them but were not impressed. There was a lot of space
outside, bur very little space inside. But the more real problem was the lack of light in
many houses that bore the "To Let" sign. Some of them were not convenient because there
was no bathroom or latrine nearby. One had to tread at least a furlong in an emergency!
Even otherwise, the water had to be carried in big buckets to the bathroom, which was not
a well-constructed room, but a makeshift enclosure with thatched leaves. Womenfolk of
the house will not like it. For various genuine and imagined reasons, we could not settle on
any of the houses we saw. Most houses had compounds full of wild plants and shrubs with
serpent coves hidden in them.

We would discuss the unsuitability of the houses whenever we went for short walks
around the campus--the three or four of us, besides Mr Emmanuel, included: Mr K.G.
Adiyodi, known throughout Kerala and India for his articles on the ‘Poisonous Snakes of
Kerala’ (Adiyodi, who later on in life married from my Aunt’s husband’s family in

I did not fully comprehend then why spiritual satisfaction was
so important. But Father knew best. There are other
considerations in life--more important than income, salary and
dearness allowance. Spiritual satisfaction comes from your
‘innards’. It is, in fact, your whole being. I pursued my own
adobe without assigning proper value to W['Il)at the Abode
would offer me--with cﬁsastrous consequences.

Trivandrum, became a distant relative!). Then there was Mr Sekharan, who was the Physical
Director (who happened to be my brother-in-law Andrew John’s classmate; Andrew was
Sekharan’s counterpart in the Malabar Christian College). A third visitor who participated
in the evening walk was Sukumaran K.T." who enjoyed debating and controversies. I
remember him as always winning in banters and indulging in scholarly expatiation of his
points. Perhaps he was an early version of the "Argumentative Indian."

In the Department of English, my colleagues were: Mr T.K. Mani, Mr A.S.
Balakrishnan, Mr PK.G. Vijayaram and Mr Emmanuel. The HOD was Prof. Sivarama

*Dr. Sukumar Azhikode, before he change his name.




Subrahmania Iyer. Fr. Theodosius, the Principal,
was attached to the Department. (My Professor
at St. Berchman’s, Prof. C.A. Sheppard, who laid
the foundation of my special liking for English,
joined the team after I had left Devagiri. If
anybody could predict the event at that time, it is
doubtful if I would have left Devagiri, despite my
Adobe.)

Well, I enjoyed the company of all my
colleagues, but why did I leave? And my students
had no gripes against me. I was in touch with some
of my M.A. students--Nambisan and Kappen--
for some time. Mr M. Radhakrishnan Nair of my
PUC batch, who served the Kerala Bhasha
Institute, helped me to refresh my links with
Devagiri. It was his spirited persuasion that made
me visit some of my old Devagiri colleagues and
Calicut friends after my retirement as Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Kerala.

When I found that my plans to bring my
wife to Calicut were not successful (mainly because
of a miscarriage she had) and my struggle to meet
the expenses at two places--Chengannur and
Calicut--was not quite successful, I started
worrying about the future. As everyone knows, a
private college lecturer in those days used to get a
salary of Rs. 125 a month plus a Dearness
allowance of ZERO! Fr. Theodosius was kind
enough to offer me two increments more for my
teaching experience. At Rs. 125, I was a single
man, but at Rs. 135 I was a married bachelor! My
Adobe, my nerve to collect hay and clay for
building the bricks of my future, my adobe, was
awake.

It so happened that a job in Madras came
my way, although it was not a teaching job. I was
offered a salary that was almost three times my

Prof: RK. Achan, Prof: Sheppard, Shri.V.T. Alexander and Prof. Devasia Thakadiel with Fr. Theodosius.

salary at college. I was attracted by the glamour of the fourth largest city in India and decided to
leave the profession I really liked.

When I met Fr. Theodosius and broached the subject, he was silent for sometime. Then,
turning to me, he said softly:

"Life in a manufacturing organization will not bring you any spiritual satisfaction because
teaching is in your blood. I have every reason to persuade you to stay on, but it is left to you."

I said: "Father, I have several responsibilities back at home."

What is spiritual satisfaction? I asked myself and thought that it was purely in the priestly
realm!

He was right. [ did not fully comprehend then why spiritual satisfaction was so important.
But Father knew best. There are other considerations in life--more important than income, salary
and dearness allowance. Spiritual satisfaction comes from your ‘innards’. It is, in fact, your whole
being. I pursued my own adobe without assigning proper value to what the Abode would offer
me--with disastrous consequences. What did I really know about my own self? Next to nothing!
Father Theodosius knew about me more than what I knew about myself. One gets wiser after half
a century. Better late than never!

A mid-course correction in life did bring some relief; but had I listened to the Father,
I would not have needed it at all. Well, that’s life. Unpredictable, to say the least.

Long live the memories of the gentle, kind and sagacious Fr. Theodosius! =)
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Dr. K. MADHAVAN KUTTY*

in which English education was started about 100
years earlier. Excellent buildings were built and
an exemplary team of teachers was organized. In
fact, some of the biggest names in Malayalam,
English and other departments in Kerala during
this period were staff members of Devagiri at some
time or other. It was the Principal’s special ability
to attract a very cosmopolitan team.

This was also seen in the way in which he tried
to help a large number of students by giving them
monetary help to finish their studies. In fact, many
: who had distinguished themselves in
s fields have acknowledged the help and
ragement given by their Guru, and said that
for his help they could not have completed
their education. In keeping with the philosophy
of the CMI congregation, it was very characteristic
that many of these beneﬁcmrnes were from all
religions and communities.

The Calicut Medical College was started in
1957. The College started functioning in the
Beach Hospital premises in the beginning. The
place for building the Medical College complex

was identified in Chevayur and was adjacent to

Tallest Leader of wovewent

the campus of St. Joseph’s College, Devagiri. The
building complex was completed in the re cord
time of a year and we moved into the new campus.
It was a Herculean task to fix up the laboratories,
etc., in a record time. There were many deficiencies
on the campus, including the shortage of drinking
water. As the Professor in charge of arranging the
shifting of our laboratories, it was my duty to
arrange everything. The help and co-operation of
the staff of St Joseph’s College and Father
Theodosius was extremely helpful and this
friendship and co-operation continued till T left
for the US as a TCM scholar. In fact, some of us
even used to take our lunch in Dr. K. T.
Vijayamadhavan’s house on the Devagiri campus,
because the campus was already organized.

Let us pay our homage to distinguished
teachers like Father Theodosius and let us hope
that these noble traditions would be continued in
the years to come. =

Dr. Madhavankutty had

the rare hounour of heading
all the Govt. Medical Colleges
in Kerala—most of it

as the founding principal.




* V. Jayachandran
retired as Health
Secretary,

Gout. of Kerala.

A dhorwic insight'

V. VIJAYACHANDRAN, IAS

Way back in 1968, I was writing to a friend of mine. Letter writing was still practised those days, the onslaught of
email being decades away. The context led me to write about greatness and I wrote, though we read about great men it is
rarely that we come across them. I went on to say that I have come across two great men in my life: one, a doctor heading a
rare surgery department of a government medical college, not doing any private practice and going to the college on a
bicycle, the only vehicle he could afford. The other was Rev. Fr. Theodosius. I didn’t know why I called him great. I didn’t
have to explain it in that letter as it was about the doctor.

But the question why I put Fr. Theodosius in the company of great men continued to nag me.I knew he was great, my
heart told me that. But when my mind tried to analyse the reasons, too many of them started crowding in, vying for the top
place. Was it compassion, was it understanding of students’ psyche, was it love, was it discipline or was it unerring intent on
excellence? I remember an occasion in 1962 when, as the Chairman of the Students’ Union, I approached him to plead on
behalf of a delinquent student who was about to be punished. The incident had involved another priest-staff, who was
aggrieved by it. One can imagine the pressure a situation like that brings on the head of such an institution. Neither I, nor the
senior post-graduate students who were with me,
expected any leniency to the erring student. Burt to
our pleasant surprise, Fr. Theodosius said, ‘Let me
see what can be done”™ And seeing he did, taking
out the thorn stuck in the leaf, damaging neither.

I was lucky to be an inmate of Newman Hostel
where he was the resident warden. He had to deal
with the pranks and little misdemeanors of the
inmates. But I have never seen him rebuking anyone.
Discipline flowed out of his person and his presence
itself was a great deterrent. A mild reminder was the
maximum that would come out of his mouth. When

At the launching of the Bangalore Chapter of De

vagiri Alumni
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the newly built Tagore Hostel did not suit me, he
had no qualms in accepting me back to Newman.
Tears welled up in my eyes when, on my leaving
the College, he issued me a special conduct
certificate mentioning that I had shown leadership
qualities as the Chairman of the Union.

But the greatest joy of all was his class. Many
students of English Literature consider ‘“The
History of Language’ the toughest paper, as it does
not have any ‘pleasant’ reading like poetry, drama
or prose. But he would make the subject

Devagiri was a young college those days. It
had to compete with old stalwarts well established
in the field. But it did not take long for the parents
to recognize it as the premium institution.
Academic excellence, exemplary management,
good discipline and the beautiful campus had all
contributed to it. No doubt, Fr. Theodosius was
the person responsible. He rode like a Colossus
over the academic scene of Calicut.

With these and similar memories coming to
my mind, I still could not decide what made him

The non-Catholic students would always be on the look-out for
any preferential treatment to the Catholics or any trace of his
belief in his teaching or dealings. They could not find any.
References to his priestly role, if at all, would be to make the
class lively with a joke, very often at his own expense.

interesting with his examples and occasional jokes.
By the end of the second term, we all had
developed a keen sense of curiosity about the
origin of words, the changes in the grammatical
structure and the evolution of sounds and
spellings. In fact, my interest in the subject became
so abiding that later, when I was teaching English
Literature at the graduate and post-graduate levels,
I opted for it whenever I could. The interest in
the evolution of language and the bits and pieces
that lingered in memory stood me in good stead
forty- eight years later when I began teaching the
rudiments of Sanskrit to curious British and
Europeans in Wales and the Czech Republic.

a great man. I had to struggle with this question
again a couple of years ago when the Devagiri
Alumni of Bangalore selected me as one of the
old students they were honouring and invited me
to speak. I had started translating a book that
explained the meaning of Shankaracharya’s
interpretation of Bhagavad Gita from Malayalam
to English. The question of dharma with all its
facets does come up there. Arjuna’s dilemma arose
because his dharma to his teachers and elders came
into conflict with the dharma of a Kshatriya who
had come to the battlefield to fight
unrighteousness. The book I was working on
distinguished between ‘mukhya dharma’ and

‘gouna dharma’, the latter being secondary to the
former. The writer explained that it changes
according to the situation, what is ‘mukhya’
becoming ‘gouna’ depending on the context. He
gave the example of a teacher whose son is in the
class and stated that in the class his dharma as a
teacher is ‘mukhya’ and he has to ignore his
dharma as a parent which becomes ‘gouna’. It
occurred to me that this is the key to explaining
the greatness of Fr. Theodosius and said so in my
speech.

He was a priest, a teacher, the principal of
the institution and the warden of a hostel. Though
primarily a priest, he would not allow that dharma
to interfere with that of a teacher or principal.
The non-Catholic students would always be on
the look-out for any preferential treatment to the
Catholics or any trace of his belief in his teaching
or dealings. They could not find any. References
to his priestly role, if at all, would be to make the
class lively with a joke, very often at his own
expense. For him the dharma of a priest became

‘gouna’ when he was teaching or administering

the college. Again, as warden of the hostel, his
role in maintaining discipline and looking after
the welfare of the inmates became ‘mukhy2’,
relegating all the other dharma to the background.
He was thus following the advice of Sri Krishna
to Arjuna. [ am not suggesting that he studied the
Bhagavad Gita and decided to follow it. He might
or might not have. But that principle was in his
blood and that is what stood him out of the crowd
and made him great. He set an example of an ideal
administrator and teacher.

I join the many in paying ‘pranaams’ to this
‘uthama purusha’. =)



. Theodosius the wentor

Prof. NINAN THOMAS*

It was the farewell meeting of the final year B.Sc. students. Father
Theodosius concluded his speech with a message quoting Thomas Arnold,
‘Boys, wherever you are, let the world be better on account of you’. It was his
oft-repeated favourite quotation from “Tom Brown’s School Days’. Rev. Fr.
Theodosius was an exceptional Principal, for he spared the rod to challenge
his students with words of wisdom and nobility of behaviour. As his student
from 1956 to 1960, with my roles in extracurricular and academic activities,
I had plenty of opportunities to interact with him closely. I am narrating
below a few events treasured in my memory.

A retreat for the Catholic students is an annual programme conducted by
every Catholic college. Its aim is to expose the students to the meaningfulness
of their faith and foster convictions to renew them in their spiritual life.
Attendance in the retreat was compulsory for Catholics in all Catholic colleges.
However, in Devagiri it was only strongly recommended. In 1959 the College
announced three days of retreat. The preacher was an elderly CMI priest. The
theme of the retreat was the Christian virtue of forgiveness. In the retreat hall,
the senior students chose the back seats. There were two large windows behind
them opening to a passage. As the preaching continued, the seniors ran a
programme teasing the old priest with a chorus of words and tone. It continued
for a while. Then we felt a dark shadow behind the windows and someone
whispered ‘the Principal!’. The alternate programme-mongers froze. A silence
which never prevailed in the hall before set in. We were convinced that the
Principal had precisely identified the trouble- makers. Apprehension of
impending punishment prevailed.

Pacing slowly, yet resolutely, he entered the hall, motioned the preacher to
a chair and himself claimed the stage. He said that the management of the
College provided us an opportunity to commit ourselves to a virtuous Christian
life. The College did not compel anyone: we could exercise our choice. The aim
of the retreat is to stabilize us in our faith with deep convictions. Then he held

up the cowl of his habit and continued: “If I were not
convinced about my faith, I would not have had this
habit on me. You ought to be convinced about your
religion.” He stopped and left the stage. The preacher
took over. To tell the truth, then I had the best retreat
I ever had.

The final-year Zoology students connived to
boycott an announced test paper. We were twenty
hostellers and two day scholars. The hostellers decided
to tell them that the date announced was two days
after. This lie was detected and exposed by the head of
the department when he questioned the day scholars.
He suspended the class for a day and then reported it
to the Principal. The Principal came to the class. He
said that this was the most resourceful among the
College’s classes, for fourteen of the elected officials of
the various extracurricular forums, including the
general secretary of the Student Union, belonged to
this batch. Yet, it behaved as the most undisciplined.
He exhorted: “Let this incident be a great lesson in
life. United we stand and divided we fall. Those who

"Prof. Ninan Thomas was in the first
Degree batch from Devagiri.

He was also the union secretary.

He retired as HoD Zoology,

Mar Ivanios College,
Thiruvananthapuram. |




embrace lies are cowards, for they are afraid of the truth”.
Quoting from Shakespeare he emphasised: “Cowards die
many a time, the valiant but once”. He left the hall and gave
permission to resume the classes. Those words penetrated
our remorseful minds deep. Even after fifty years, those words
are so alive and fresh in my mind. They served as deterrents
whenever I attempted to tell a lie.

Sivadas Baby was my classmate. He died on Krusadai
Islands, near Rameswaram, during our study tour. Dr.
Joshua of Madras Christian College, Professor Vijaya-
madhavan and I brought his body to Kozhikode, traveling
continuously for more than thirty hours and braving many
odds. When the body arrived in Devagiri at 11 o’clock at
night, Fr. Theodosius was waiting at the portico with the
College community. The body was taken to a room to
unwrap and clean. Fr. Theodosius approached me and said:
“You have done enough, now go and rest and we will take
over’. He directed a person to accompany me to warm
food and a soft bed. Concern for people was his hallmark.

In May 1986, I was chosen to represent the Indian
Catholic Church at the Federation of Asian Bishops’
Conference—Bila 11. Standing up to address the
international audience, I gratefully remembered Fr.
Theodosius who selected me twenty seven years ago to
represent the College in the debate competition of the
University of Madras and for his words of encouragement
and guidance. He had initiated me into a new trajectory in
life which enabled me to reach where I am.

During my Devagiri days, one of the dignitaries who
addressed us defined ‘Devagiri’ as the abode of gods and
its head “Theodosius’ the gift of God. He explained how
these are complementary. These complementary forces
nourished the College and nurtured the students to their
destiny.

He was an epitome of nobility. May his noble soul
rest in eternal peace. =
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sa WhiSpCl’ in the breeze

elling, urgent, incoherent,

/hich makes you turn your head and look.
The stones are there and only

- A vague emptiness whistles with the wind.

He who was with us

Is now dead

We who were his fold

Walk in circles bleating in the dark.

The hollyhock laughs and turns its head

With the girlish, crimson blush to meet

The morning passion of her love

But the wind goes by with never a look
whispering in the emptiness.

And moans for him who is gone.

The monkey gibbers in his cage
A shadow in his crazy brain

Of hands that once did feed...
“Where is he”.....the wind

In bars that cursedly confine.

Shrieks in disappointed rage, finding tongues

5
For he who was with us

S S RIE

Here is only rock--but not water.

Where is the rock with the soft interior?

Which the wind once loved to embrace?

The wind does not like weaklings only rocks
Against whose stately form it can gambol and play,
But only rocks with soft interiors.

“Where are those lips eternal in their smile

The eyes that never narrowed in hatred or contempt.”
Hysterical screams come off the telegraph wires

And hollow groans when pipes are tongues to windy moaning.

Poor wind like the monkey in the cage
And the stone beneath my feet s
You search the hills and dales in vain i
For they are the wrong places. e

Wind, Wind, look into my black and sinful heart

Do you see three white dots?

OO0OOOUUUUUIIIII

“Oui” is yes in French

“Dear wind, who caressed him on many a summer morni
e is there .

%

nd in many more hearts of different shades and colours’

3

Is yet living

In our hearts and in our bleating

A flame to dispel the dark.
%20
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Dr. A. RAMANATHAN*

I have been practicing Modern Medicine at
Calicut for nearly sixty years and am perhaps one of the
senior-most private practitioners still active in Kerala.
The Calicut Medical College was established on the
Mayaparamba hillock in 1960 and till that time the
entire medical services were rendered by the few private
practitioners available in and around Calicut.

The St. Joseph’s College Devagiri was started in
1957 and my association with it can be traced to the
period of construction started in 1955. My mind goes
to the late Father Hormice with whom I had very
intimate contact especially during the construction of
the college with the campus almost desolate and
shrubbery. I remember Fr Hormice keeping a small zoo
on the campus too.

Fr Theodosius, who was in charge of the College,
invited me to take over as Medical Officer for the staff
and students of the College, including the annual
medical check up for everyone in Devagiri. So my
association with Father Theodosius is very intimate and

they considered me as a family member. My close
friendship lasted il his untimely demise during 1963.
In fact, his friendship was so encouraging that I started
a small clinic inside the College which worked for three
days a week in the evenings. The clinic was run till the
Medical College stabilized nearby.

During this period, I had personal contact with Fr
Theodosius. The three qualities of Father Theodosius were
(1) a true educationist who wanted his staff as cosmopolitan
as possible, (2) ability to attract a good team from all religions
and commu-nities, and (3) being helpful to all groups of
students.

He can be considered as one of the founders of
higher education in this part of the country, especially
Calicut city. As you all know, the present St. Joseph’s
College has reached the top position in all aspects and
it owes its greatness and cosmopolitan outlook to the
great and visionary leadership of Father Theodosius.

May his soul rest in peace.

*Besides managing his own hospital,
Dr. Ramanathan literally carries

the Thyagaraja Aradhana Music Society
in Calicut on his shoulders. |
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Prof. K.P. BALAKRISHNAN"

I consider myselflucky to have been a student of Fr. Theodosius between 1961 and 1963 during
his final years at Devagiri, and this world.

We were taught English Language and Literature mainly by three eminent scholars, namely the
Principal himself, Oxonian Dr. Sivaramasubrmania Iyer and by Prof. Collin A. Sheppard.

It was only on completion of the M.A. degree course that I realized that in order to know clearly
what English Language was all about, one should have at least a basic awareness about Old English of the
Anglo-Saxon period.

Old English and Middle English were two of the nine papers we had to study.

We were taught Old English by Prof. Kappen. Old English, as you know, is an entirely different
language from Modern English in spelling, grammar, pronunciation, sentence structure and confusing
rules of declension. We, therefore, had a tough time with Prof. Kappen as what he taught us was quite
unintelligible. _

The Principal himself taught us Middle English. Middle English is more akin to Old English than
to Modern English. When he teaches us, he sensibly presumes that we know almost nothing. So, he
builds everything up from the basics in very simple language. Always with his subtle sense of humour
and smiling face, his eyes searching for the attention of each one of us, he delves deep into the deepest
roots of etymology of almost every word, explaining the changes each word had undergone in meaning,
especially the widening or narrowing in meaning and usage as a result of gradual changes in syntax and
morphology during the course of centuries.

*K.P. Balakrishnan did MA(English) at Devagiri during 1961-63. He served the English
Depts. of the Sacred Heart College, Cochin -3, the Guruvayurappan College, Kozhikode, and the
Payyanur College, Payyanur. He retired from Payyanur College and is settled in Calicut city.




During his explanations, very often we used
to get gems of invaluable language tips which helped
us enter deep into the intricacies of Old English
grammar and usage, especially correct formations
of declension. Practically, he taught us both Middle
English and Old English in a way we could easily
assimilate.

In fact, it is from him and from Dr. A.S. Iyer
that I learnt that in order to be able to explain
complicated concepts with esoteric meanings in the
simplest clear language possible without fumbling
for apt words, one should have the highest
command and mastery of language. In this respect,
Fr. Theodosius was a superb master of the art of
teaching.

Every now and then, he used to give us useful
tips on correct modern usage and idioms. This is
the way our Principal used to help us as our teacher
and guide. In fact, he helped us re-shape our total
personality.

Now let me turn to the gentleman in our
Principal:

The late Dr. C.. Sivadas was my classmate,
sharing with me the same two-seater bench for two
years during 1961-63.

After completion of our course in March 1963,
Dr. Sivadas and I made a courtesy visit to Prof.
Sheppard at his residence in Madras City. During
the course of our trip by train to and from Madras
Central, Sivadas told me a lot about our Principal:
Sivadas had taken his B.A. in English Language
and Literature from Brennen College, Tellicherry.
Fr. Theodosius then happened to visit the College
to inaugurate the English Literary Association. At
the function, Sivadas made the welcome speech.

After the function was got over, Fr. Theodosius
asked Sivadas where he was going to join for M.A.
Sivadas told him that he was going to seek a job as
he had no financial resources at all to go for higher
studies. The Father told him that one PG. seat at
Devagiri would be reserved for him and that all his
expenses would be met by the College. Later we
learnt that there were several others like Sivadas on
the Devagiri campus.

After announcement of our M.A. degree
examination results, almost all of us were looking
for placements. One day, quite unexpectedly, I
received a telephone call from the Principal. He
told me to meet him immediately with Sivadas.
We both were given a letter addressed to Fr.
Theobald, Principal of Sacred Heart College,
Thevara, in an unsealed envelope. In this letter he
told Fr. Theobald that we two be accommodated
in the English Dept. of the College as we were his
boys from Devagiri.

Within a couple of days, we joined the English
Dept. of Sacred Heart College.

In the extensive college hostel compound, there
was a small, beautiful and well maintained British
type bungalow far removed from the hostel buildings.
It was known as the sick house. The building got the
name as formerly it was the place where hostellers
were lodged when they fell ill until proper medical
care was given to them. We both were given rent-
free accommodation there with free water supply and
electricity. Dr. Moosa A. Baker of the Commerce
Dept., who later joined Calicut University and
subsequently became a member of the Calicut
University Syndicate, also joined us in Sick House.
We three were given free food at the hostel mess with

separate seating arrangement. We were amazed at
the red carpet treatment thus given to us.

At Thevara, there were three batches of pre-
university classes with a total strength of 240
students. Within a week after our joining duty, an
English language proficiency test was conducted
for all the pre-university students. After evaluation
of the test papers, one hundred students were
required to take special English coaching classes of
one hour duration in the evening twice a week
throughout the academic year. Fifty students were
given to Sivadas and the other fifty were assigned
to me. The college collected Rs. 5 from each student
per month and the entire amount thus collected
was given to Sivadas and me. Thus we each got Rs.
250 per month over and above our monthly salary
of Rs. 150 plus dearness allowance. Where else on
earth can we expect this kind of financial support
from a college?

This is the way Fr. Theodosius used his
influence to help his old students like Sivadas and
me along with so many others elsewhere.

When we were his students, almost every day,
he used to give us some useful and pragmatic advice.
I still vividly remember what he once told us in our
class. He told us: “Even helping a blind man across
the road is a noble act of service indeed. Remember,
this kind of service doesn't cost you anything at all.”

He firmly believed in the axiom that a candle
loses nothing of its light by lighting another candle.
And the candle of guidance and empathy he lighted
in me is still burning bright.

I hereby pay my humble tributes to my mentor
and scholarly doyen Reverend Father Dr.
Theodosius and to his reverential memory. ==
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C.K RAMACHANDRAN, [.A.S.
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I had entered the portals of St. Joseph’s Devagiri on a September morning in ‘k“
1966, unhappy with myself and the world at large. Devagiri was not where I had
wanted to study. [ had been promised a seat in the hallowed Madras Christian College.
Dr. Chandran Devanesan, the Principal, had promised to wait for my results to be
declared. But then, some agitation led to delay in declaring the Pre-degree results,
and the University of Madras closed all admissions after the first semester. I had
thus to settle for a Calicut college.

My second disappointment followed. I had shifted from Guruvayurappan to
Devagiri only to join the B.A. English course which they were starting that year. But
when admissions were almost over, Devagiri informed the applicants that it was not
starting B.A. English after all, as not many applicants were qualified in French, which
was to be the subsidiary.

Rev. Fr. Melanius, the Principal, was a kind soul and was rather self-effacing ina
noble way. The Economics faculty consisted of Rev. Fr. Columbus, Rev. Fr. Optatus,
Messers Sebastian P. Joseph, Joseph Pulikkunnel and Jimmy Andrews. After
Guruvayurappan, I found the Economics faculty a bit of a letdown, but, then, I had
not come to Devagiri to study Economics.

I happened to be the only student in college to have opted for Sanskrit as the
second language and felt pampered by the number of teachers who wanted to teach
me Sanskrit. Shri. K.V. Easwara Warrier was my full-time teacher; occasionally when
he would be away, Shri. Devasia Thakadiyel or Shri. V.A. Kesavan Namboodiri would
take the odd class. I had to devise ways of avoiding the surfeit of attention from such
distinguished faculty and once, when I had escaped to a corner of the library, I was
caught by the Principal himself. That afternoon I discovered that beneath his mild

exterior lurked a dangerous linguist who was looking for a prey to brush up his
knowledge of Sanskrit!




The English faculty consisted of Prof. Sheppard, Messers PK.G. Vijayaram, Jayendran, the two
Emmanuels and the ebullient Rev. Fr. Ivans. But my brush with the English faculty was confined to the
language paper and the occasional essay competitions.

The academic atmosphere in general had been disturbed with prolonged agjtation by students, teachers
and even the management. In addition, Devagiri was also affected by some court case involving Mr
Pulikkunnel, which led ultimately to his leaving the institution. There were long spells of enforced holidays
and my only regret was that I would have to go without the delicious mutton chops dished out for lunch
by Cherian’s restaurant in Devagiri Buildings.

I had to devise my own stratagem for survival. It consisted of systematically preparing for my MA
English course, which was my ultimate aim, without worrying much about the Economics which I never
wanted to study in the first place. That was when the deus ex machina appeared in the frail shape of Rev. Fr.
Reynolds. He had a grouchy exterior but a heart of gold — although it was not easy to get close to his heart.
His style was to pick up students to be mentored and I was one of the fortunate few who got into his list.

It was indeed a painful mentoring process, as I was to find out soon. He made me read authors whom,
I am sure, I would have kept a respectful distance from. Reading was only half the ordeal — he insisted on me
writing detailed reviews of those books, perhaps to ensure that I did not get away reading summarised
versions! With time, I started turning out learned critiques of such dlassics as Milton’s Aregpagitica and
Cardinal Newman’s Apologia Pro Vita Sua. With time, there was a marked decline in the use of red ink. This
went on for almost two years before I found out that my mentor was indeed making me cover the prescribed
syllabus for M.A. English!

I conclude by recalling the one person on the campus who towered above all the rest and yet remained
invisible. It was the late Rev. Fr. Theodosius whose name would be invoked by old timers from Professors
to peons — sometimes with pride, often with anguish. I had joined Devagiri full three years after the
premature passing away of that noble soul. Yet, not a day passed without some reference as to how he
would have tackled an issue, how generous he was to someone or how Devagiri used to win laurels under
his leadership.

The loyalty to his memory was fierce among his fan club and as an outsider to the club, I felt uneasy
and a bit jealous. I sympathised with the new dispensation which must have felt an acute sense of
insufficiency in being compared constantly with the great person. I then realised the true import of
William Hazlitt's words: No man is truly great who is great only in his lifetime. The test of greatness is
the page of history. e

*e+K Cadre IAS officer, he was Chairman of Cochin Port Trust and
Controller of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre.
He founded the Calicut Heritage Forum.
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He took great interest in curricular matters, no doubt, building up the college to be a
front runner among the venerable colleges of Calicut town and the Kerala University. But
he was keenly interested in the extra-curricular activities of the students from the pre-degree
level to the Masters level. I remember how he used to invite leading journalists, literary and
cultural figures, to the college off and on and how he used to introduce talented students to
such influential persons in order to find for them opportunities and openings. There were
quite a few students whose careers in literature and sports owe much to this goodwill
shown by Fr. Theodosius and it is heartening to hear many such students recalling with
emotion their indebtedness to him unashamedly.

Among the literati who were thus brought to the college for various functions were N.
V. Krishna Warrier, P C. Kuttikrishnan (Uroob), Dr. K. R. Pisharody and many others. I
may say that it was due to his loving pressure that I represented the college at one or two
oratorical competitions in the city - one a Gandhi Memorial Oratorical Competition I
remember, and fortunately I did not disappoint him as our team won the first prize on both
occasions. Again he gave me chances to “shine” in various hostel and college functions. It was
his loving encouragement and inspiration, and pressure I might say, that made me contest for
the chairmanship of the College Union, although I lost the election by one vote to my friend
and classmate Mr. Vijayachandran (IAS). When I had to leave the college at the end of my
first year English M.A. and join the University College, Trivandrum, on account of family
compulsions, it was with much reluctance that he permitted me to leave. And afterwards
when he came to Trivandrum to attend the Syndicate meetings he used to enquire after me
and visited my uncle (who was the district and sessions judge) at his house, where I was
staying, more than once. When he had got the Syndicate’s permission for the Loyola College
to start the PG. courses of MSW and MA Sociology, with no undergraduate courses in any
subject, he took me along to the Loyola campus where he announced the good news to the
Jesuit fathers. (As an educationist par excellence, he never bothered about differences of caste,
creed, region, or congregation when it came to the question of granting permission to start
institutions or courses.) These are instances of his attitude to his students whom he often
treated as good companions, as I had noticed on occasion during my days in the college when
he used to allow some of my senior Masters students to discuss administrative matters with him
in almost a spirit of camaraderie in his hostel warden’s office room.

The respect and affection his students had for him and the attitude of veneration of the
public at large towards him were visible nowhere as much as at the funeral, the scale of
which was something unheard of at that time. In reality the atmosphere brought to one’s

mind the Grammarian’s Funeral. Indeed he was Theodosius — gift of God — to all of us.
=)
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1. Col. PN. AYILEYATH*

A dtan in priest]y habit with a perennial smile and
steady steps moving along the corridor of the college, the
hem of his cassock flaring left and right rhythmically and the
students in classrooms in the sides taking furtive but adoring
glances; that is the scene that flick through my memory and
brightens up my mind when I remember Father Theodosius.

In our classroom (we were less than a dozen in number)
he never made pedantic lectures but discussed with remarkable
freedom of interaction whether the subject was Caliban, Cassio,
Opbhelia or Cordelia in equally felicitous language.

After post-graduation, I was teaching in the NSS College,
Ottappalam. There was an unfortunate occasion in which I had
to recommend the dismissal of a student from that institution.
(It was perhaps a feckless action.) But I did not want to put an
end to the student’s studies and thereby ruin his future. I wrote
to Father Theodosius narrating his background and requested
him to admit the boy to St. Joseph’s College.

Although it was in the middle of the year, the Father replied
promptly granting my request. Instead of admonishing me for my
hasty and feckless action in expelling the boy, Father Theodosius
commended me on my broader outlook and concern for the boy’s
future. That is what he was—a heart brimming with the milk of
human kindness; making every student feel thathehadaspeaal
place in his heard ==

* Col. Ayillyath was at Devagiri
as Mr. Prabhakaran Nambiar,
a student of MLA. Eng.Lit.
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Prof. M. P. NAMBISSAN*
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My association with St Joseph’s College started in 1959. I had just completed my degree
course in mathematics from the Zamorin’s Guruvayurappan College. I went to Devagiri 1o enquire
about the M.Sc. course in Mathematics which was started that year. I met Prof. A. O. Kunhipaulo, the
new head of the department, and was given a seat.

‘We were twenty students in all in the first M.Sc. dass. Prof. M.O. Devassy, Mr P. P. Narayana
Swamy, Mr K. Venugopalan, Mr V. T Alexander, Mr V.C. Nair and Mr S.R. Mallan were the other teachers.
Classes were fully engaged and I remember that we were not let off even to attend programmes like
‘Kalotsavam’. Such was the dedication and discipline with which our teachers engaged the dasses. Prof.
Kunhipaulo was a hard taskmaster. At the end of the second year, three of our dassmates were detained
from writing the university examination. When we all pleaded for them, he agreed to conduct a second
test for these students. Unfortunately, they again failed to secure the minimum pass mark and were not
permitted to write the examination. (One of them was the son a Chief Justice.)

The Principal, Fr Theodosius, was a great man in every respect — personality, mind, speech and
administration. I am deeply indebted to him for two major events which formed turning points in my
life, the first of these being my appointment as a teacher in iri

A few days before the announcement of the M.Sc. results in 1961, I had approached Prof. Kunhipaulo
for a conduct certificate. He said there was a vacancy in the department and directed me to meer the
Principal. I met him the day. When I entered his office, he asked me: “Mister, why have you come?”
I said I had come to im on the advice of my professor.

He asked me wh I had applied anywhere else. I said ‘no’.

“Do you want to wetk in any other ficld?” he asked me again.
- e o am appeinted here, I will go nowhere else,” I added.
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been in NCC as a student and had not even
seen a cadets’ parade. He said they would train
me. | attended the interview at Trichur and got
selected along with Mr M.K.Mathai of the
Chemistry department. We were sent for pre-
commission training in Madras during April-
June 1963 and were commissioned as 2
Lieutenants.

The NCC was incepted in the college in
1958 and had flourished under the able
leadership of Prof. Sebastian P. Joseph in the
60’s. We worked together for several years and
I admire his dedication and officer-like
qualities. Later on, I attended three refresher
courses and nearly a dozen annual training
camps. | could gain these rich experiences only
because of the noble Fr Theodosius. I resigned
from the NCC when I was selected for the
one-year M.Phil. course at Kerala University.

I bow my head with respect and admiration
before the memory of Rev.Fr Theodosius. I am
proud of having been a student and then a
teacher of St Joseph’s College. When I was a
teacher of St Joseph’s, people outside Kerala also
treated me with respect. There were several
instances which made me proud of my college.
The institution has given me much and I have
given my college whatever little I could.

I retired from service in 1993, but, by the
grace of God, I am still associated with the
college management. To have been associated
with this great institution for more than fifty
years and with great men like Rev. Fr Theodosius
is indeed a blessing which I value more than

anything else inlife. ik
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Dr. C. ASHOKAN NAMBIAR*

As a small boy just over 14 years, it was
an awesome sight to look up to that colossus who
stood head and shoulders above everyone else
around him. I had come to join Devagiri College
in the Pre-University course. My father
accompanied me. The moment he saw us, I knew
he made a quick assessment of us, and smiled to
put us at ease and joked, “Mister, are you old
enough to join college?”, but added to my father:
“We will take care of him, you may rest assured.”

Kindness could be seen by the discerning eyes
even when he stood there in all pomp and glory—
a Lord of the ring and Master of all he surveys.
The knowledge that he is in the office or the faint
aroma of his cigar was enough to instill a sense of
discipline and awe in everybody. The course was
smooth, education a pleasure and campus life a
stroll in the garden. Memories of my years in
Devagiri bring a fragrant breeze of nostalgia. Years
later they are sweeter as now one realizes how
different it could have been!

In the second year, his image became larger
as he stood there on the podium living and
delivering the verses of King Lear. I am still able
to recite them from memory and visualize the giant
doing it. His quote from Mark Twain: “Wherever
you are, let the world be a better place on account
of your being there” reverberates in my ear even
now. On looking back, it surprises me now that

after listening to so many teachers over the years
and in turn teaching several generations of students
myself, how is it that I can remember most of what
this magnificent person, our teacher, mentor and
philosopher, Reverend Father Theodosius, uttered
over 50 years ago?

As a hostel warden, his invisible presence was
a stronger influence than the threats and
punishments of many others to enforce order. He
had a way with people—students, staff or the
public. When you need a help there was no better
place to go. The last time I was standing next to
him was when he pinned a gold medal on my vest.
That was the proudest moment of my life, more so

. as I didn’t let him down. Two years earlier he had

said: “You should walk into the Medical College
from here” and now it was possible. I could see the
twinkle in his eyes as he took the lapel — one of
many moments when you could see him as a loving
human being! A most fascinating person — a jewel
which we lost prematurely! =)

*Consultant Cardiologist and

Jformer Head of the Cardiology dept.,
Medical College, Calicut.

Dr Nambiar was the first student

to bring first rank (in B.Sc. Chemistry) |
in the University to Devagiri. |




Fle tooK our worries avay

Dr. T.PV. SURENDRAN*

It was with much anxiety and trepidation that I walked into the camp
office of St Joseph’s College at Amalapuri in the city. The year was 1956 and I had
just passed the SSLC from the Kadirur Board High School in Kannur District.
The month was May and the college building on the Kaniyankunnu was still under
construction. It had not yet been renamed Devagiri.

My mind was aflutter as I, escorted by my elder brother, walked in to the
Amalapuri compound near the 4% railway gate. It was my first encounter with
Christian missionaries. And as luck would have it, the first person we came across
as soon as we entered the ashramam was a tall and hefty man in coffee brown
cassocks. He had a book in his hands. When he learned about the purpose of our
visit, the big man, who was none other than the Principal Fr Theodosius himself,
directed us to the college office functioning there.

As we went through the motions of admission, we were confused about the
selection of subjects. Should we take logic or go for Advanced English? Both were
strange to me. Fr Theodosius, who was seated in the lobby, advised me to take
English. “Don’t worry Mister, it is my subject and I'm going to take the class for
you.” I felt comforted by these soft-spoken words. Later on, when he actually took
Julius Caesar for us, we were convinced that he could make any tough subject
simple and easy.

A couple of weeks after this meeting, in the rainy month of June, I started out
from home with a bedroll and trunk, wearing newly stitched ‘kalasms™ for
Kaniyankunnu. I was taken to the bungalow at Chevayur, which was our temporary
hostel, where more than 50 students hailing from Ernakulam to Kasargod had
been lodged. To meet and stay with the so-called ‘Chetans’ was another worry as I
was told by people in my village of Pattiam that they were tough and difficult to
deal with. I soon realized that they were indeed more peace loving than our own
Kannur folk.

The college was under construction, only the ground floor was ready at the time
of inauguration. We were taken to the college from the hostel on lorries. Within a few
months we were shifted to the first floor of the college. Even though the facilities were

limited, we did not lack in our lessons, as we had a
distinguished array of great teachers, who worked as a
team under Fr Theodosius. They included Fr
Reynolds, Fr Hillarion, Fr Columbus, Mr Sukumar
Azhikode, Prof. Devassia Thakadiel, Prof. PK. Achan,
Prof. M.O. Devassy, Mr Sebastian P. Joseph, Mr
Jimmy Andrews, Mr K.T. Sekharan, Prof. PC. Scaria,
etc. Then came the popular teachers like Mr K. T.
Vijayamadhavan, Mr Mathew Thamarakkad, Mr
K.G. Adiyodi, Fr Marinus, Mr Thayatt Shankaran,
Prof. A.O. Thomas and Mr Joseph Pulikkunnel. The
administration was smooth under the able guidance
of Fr Theodosius who treated everybody equally.
Though he appeared reserved and serious, it was
obvious he loved and cared for every one without any
partiality or prejudice.

Devagiri was the last college in Malabar to be
affiliated to Madras University and we were the first
and last Pre-University batch from the College. I was
really proud to belong to the first batch from Devagiri
and felt fortunate to have been astudent of Fr'Theodosius,

who was the first person from Devagiri I met. ==
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Prof. C. AAUGUSTINE*

Very often, it is a matter of pride for one to remember one’s past association with any great pcrsonnhty,
however casual and silly that may sound to others. Here, I too have to record some reminiscences
abour a great man, who is none else than the late Rev. Fr. P. Theodosius Karippaparambil, the former
Principal of St. Joseph's College, Devagiri, who is being honoured as a great educationalist, a learned
teacher, and model Principal, and whose Centenary Year his friends in Kozhikode are now observing
through publication of a Festschrift Volume. I knew him personally from my school days in the S. H.
High School, Thevara, where Fr. Theodosius started as a Lecturer and later became Principal of the
Sacred Heart’s College. In 1951 when my S.S.L.C results came out he asked me “What next? Are you
not joining college?” I replied, “Father, I love to. But you know my financial background!” He asked
again: “Why don't you speak to Father Prior?... If you want I shall speak to him myself”. Very Rev. Fr.
Shabor was the Prior of the S.H. Monastery and the Manager of the College. In those days, the Prior
of a Monastery was too high a person for me to approach. The very next day Fr. Shabor sent for me and
when I met him, he had decided to help me and advised me to meet Fr. Stanislaus, the College Bursar,
with whom he had arranged for my College admission and studies throughout. Fr. Shabor continued
his interest and involvement in me and my well being all along his life. He was like a foster father to
me. But for him I would not have become what I am today. Therefore, I can never forget Fr. Theodosius’
timely mediation in my favour.




While studying in the Sacred Heart’s College, Thevara, for the
Intermediate Course, I had the opportunity to sit in the dasses of Fr.
Theodosius. In a fairly large class combining all the first year Intermediate
students of Groups I, IT and III, for English language papers, he used to
handle some dasses. In those days, as Principal he used to handle some
periods for every class at random. In my class, too, I remember Fr.
Theodosius handling English Prose, some chapters of the text-book
Formative Ideals, a selection of prose. Once it was the lesson entitled
‘Animals in prison’, a chapter from Pandit Nehru’s Autobiography.

Fr. Theodosius always spoke chaste English rather fast. One sentence
of Nehru which Father Theodosius recited with his special intonation comes
to my mind: “Its solidity and imperturbability looked down upon me
with the wisdom of a million years, and mocked at my varying humours
and soothed my fevered mind”. Nehru's feeling of proximity to the towering
Himalayas over the Dehra Dun jail, where he was made to live for more
than 14 years in the company of none else than some little animals like
lizards and mice and pigeons, was depicted in the text. Father spoke this
wholcscnn:nocmamnglcbruﬂlaslsusua[mdlhml but fully transmitting

the radiating emotdions of Nehru and his illustrious style and expressions.

However crowded a dass was, Fr. Theodosius as teacher had the special
ability and tact to maintain complete silence and ensure keen attention of
all, which was only broken occasionally with his jovial laughter. Fr.
Theodosius was very much loved and respected by all the students in the
College. He could remember the names of individual students and call
them by correct names. This gave the students a feeling of intimacy and
personal love towards him.

Before I completed my Intermediate course, Fr. Theodosius went for
higher studies in the Notre Dame University in USA. My memory goes
back to those days when the college students made a fund raising and
presented him a wrist watch on his departure. The students and staff in
large numbers escorted him to the ship he was to travel from Cochin
harbour, and an officer on board showed us around, including the berth
thar was allotted to the Father. This was the first time I ever saw the inside
of a ship.

Years passed, and it was only Divine Providence that gave me the
opportunity to work under Fr. Theodosius in Devagiri College as the

Librarian. He had a dedisive role in my appointment. Being a newly starting
College, it was my responsibility to build up, organise and establish a College
Library suited to its long-term goals and objectives. If I could fulfill this
responsibility it was mainly with the direct guidance and overall supervision
of Fr. Theodosius, especially in acquiring a cdlass collection in English
language and literature. From the beginning of the College he had plans
to offer a PG course in English Literature.

In 1957-58 I had 1o be in the Madras University to undergo the post-
graduate diploma course in librarianship. This was also the resulr of a
proposal Fr. Theodosius made to Rev. L.D. Murphy, a member of the
Madras University Syndicate who had visited Devagiri College as a

However crowded a class was, Fr. Theodosius
as teacher had the special ability and tact o
maintain complete silence and ensure keen
attention of alf which was only broken

occasionally with his jovial laughter.

commission. After coming back from Madras University I started
reorganizing the College library and its service on more scientific lines.
The Colon Classification scheme and Classified Cartalogue of Dr.
S.R.Ranganathan, the National Professor of India, were introduced and
the book stock was totally recharged and a card caralogue system completed
and installed for use within a responsible time.

In 1959, a batch of students from the University of California visited
Devagiri College under the Wheat Loan Exchange Programme. When
they were taken to the College Library, I introduced them to the
Classification and Catalogue. Out of the six or seven students in the batch,
two had chosen Library Science as their optional paper for graduare studies.
They came across, for the first time, the Colon Classification Scheme and
Classified Catalogue of Dr. Ranganathan put into practice, although they
had heard of these as the most revolutionary idea in Library Science. On



the next day, when they addressed the College staff
and students in the assembly hall, one of the
foreign visitors spoke very highly about the College
Library and their discovery there of the new
methods that they could not see in any of the
college libraries they visited in Kerala.

This remark was a very pleasant surprise for
all, especially Fr. Theodosius. The very next day
he came to the library and asked me questions
about what was going on here which he was not
in the know of. I explained to him everything and
he very enthusiastically appreciated the endeavour.
From then onwards, whenever an important guest
is brought by him to the Library, he himself would
start explaining that the library had employed the

internationally famous
Colon Classification Sche-
me and Classified Catalogue

Code of Dr. Ranganathan and

that there was a duly qualified Coll-
ege Librarian. I still love to remember
those proud days in Devagiri under
Fr. Theodosius.

But, I could not enjoy the
privilege of his direct association for
long because I had to join the

University of Kerala service as Asst.
Librarian in April 1961. Even this new
appointment was in a way due to Fr. Theodosius’
ve and regard for me. Once, the Acting Vice-
ancellor, Dr. C.C. John, of the Kerala
iversity, and the Registrar, Shri. A.M.N.
packiar, made an inspection visit to the College.
e Principal brought them to the library and
his words about me and my work they got
rested in me as a potential hand for a vacant

position in the University Library in Trivandrum.
Finally, when I was sclected for appointment in
the Kerala University Fr. Theodosius very happily
relieved me to join duty.

Fr. Theodosius used to visit me in the
University Library and spend a few minutes at
least in my cabin as and when he came to the
University. At that time, the Kerala University
Senate and the Academic Council used to meet in
the University Library Hall. Also from 1962
onwards Fr. Theodosius was on the Kerala
University Syndicate as a Member. In July 1963 I
had to join the University of Delhi for my PG.
studies in Library Science. On 31 May 1963 my
application for study leave came up in the
Syndicate for sanction. Against strong opposition
from some quarters Fr. Theodosius could see to
the passing of the final resolution sanctioning me
‘Deputation for Higher Studies’. He conveyed to
me this happy news in the same evening. But in
the next morning, both of us had a shocking and
painful news from Carmel House, Alappuzha, that
Rev. Fr. Shabor, the founder of Devagiri College,
was called to eternity, one to whom both of us
were highly indebted in our personal lives.

Fr. Theodosius was always very kind towards,
and concerned about, all his colleagues and
students, irrespective of their differences in
positions, wealth or background. He always
condescended from his heights to conquer the
minds of the persons at his lower levels. Ralph
Waldo Emerson once said, “a great man is always
willing to be little”. This statement is very true in
my own case; Fr. Theodosius in all his greatness

was as little as to sponsor a little case as that of
mine. ==
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The colossus and
gentl,eman that he vas

K. KUNHIKRISHNAN*

Rev. Fr. Theodosius taught us Shakespeare’s Julius
Caesar, which was one of our text-books in English, Part I,
for the B.Sc degree course. One stanza that he described in
detail remains in memory even now after more than four
decades. While describing Colossus, I still feel that he was
explaining what we, his students, were feeling about our
beloved Principal and teacher:

“Why man, he doth bestride the narrow world

Like a Colossus; and we petty men

Walk under his huge legs, and peep abour

To find ourselves dishonourable graves™.

He was colossal not only in stature but also in outook.
He was the warden of the Newman Hostel. I used 1o
frequently visit two of my best friends in the hostel, PT.
Govindan Nambiar and K.P. Balakrishna Poduval in the
evenings and often get into mock fights and land right in
front of the warden. There was not a single occasion that Fr.
Theodosius reprimanded us. Instead, he often laughed it away

General of Doordarshan, was at Devagiri from 1961 o 1965.

and at times offered chocolates from his pocket! The English
lecture dasses were common for all the BA/BSc degree courses
and the dassroom would have more than 240 students. There
were two batches for other English and Malayalam lectures
and we had the privilege of being taught by the best of brilliant
lecrurers like Prof. Vijayaram, who kindled and inspired
interest in literature in our minds. There were also other
illustrious teachers like Sukumar Azheckode and Thayart
Sankaran who taught us Malayalam literature.

Fr. Theodosius used to conduct the lecture dasses withour
any batches. All the students were to assemble in the assembly
hall on the first floor. I can still remember Julins Caesar almost
by heart because of the way Fr. Theodosius taught us in such
an interesting manner, with references to almost all subjects
under the sun and topical issues. He knew the names of each
student and used to make fun of the back benchers, even as
he was stern with those of us in the front benches with sudden
sharp questions to find out whether we were really following

*Mr. Kunhikrishnan, who retired as Deputy Director

A native of Paypanur in Kannur District, |
e now lives in Thiruvananthapunam .




his lecture. Sneaking out from the Assembly Hall
before the specified hour was not difficult and if
someone did it, Fr. Theodosius would invariably
notice it and make fun of the student in the next
class! If we indulged occasionally in some mischief,
he used to admonish saying that he would
physically throw us out. It was not only Julius
Caesar and Shakespeare that we learned from his
classes, but about an array of other great writers
and of contemporary literature and worldly
matters, including politics.: The knowledge and
wisdom that he imparted to us are eternal
treasures.

Outside the classrooms he was a real
Guardian Angel. During my pre-university days,
I was staying in the college quarters, with Dr. K.G.
Adiyodi, who was my guardian. Fr. Theodosius
used to take an evening walk along the road that
girdled the hillock near the college quarters. If by
chance, I crossed him and wished him, he would
always stop for a second and say something. I
remember an instance after I acted in a2 minor role
in an English play, “The Bishop’s Candlesticks,”
for the College Day. It was after several days that
father met me. He stopped and called me and
patted me to say that my acting was good and
congratulated me. The next time he saw me in
the Newman Hostel, he called me and friends to
the Warden’s room and gave us chocolates in good
numbers, again with a favourable comment on
my acting. When I bagged a prize for the literary
essay competition for the College Day, the prize
that I was given was that of someone else and I
waited for my own, blocking the prize-giving
ceremony. Some senior student pulled me away. I
did not expect the Principal to take notice of it.

But Fr. Theodosius had. A few days after the ceremony, he
saw me on the verandah in front of the College office and
summoned me to ascertain whether I had received my
prize. A few weeks later, he motioned me to ask whether I
had read the books I had got as present. I confessed that I
had not and he advised me that I should!

Fr. Theodosius shines in our lives as a beacon light
and an inspiration of a friendly guide and philosopher.
Though he is not physically with us, evergreen memories
that we cherish would ever remain with every one of the
students whom he taught, as a gentle presence, as he taught
us from Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar:

His life was gentle; and the elements

So mixed in him that nature might stand up Z#

And say to all the world, 3

“This was a Man!” =



 the chemistry department of Devagi

e "
ﬁr nine months in two :pe]k he last 'J%@-




always loomed large in our mind around his personality.
Moreover, as the Principal of a prestigious college in Cochin
State, he was held in high esteem. Mr Antony was eager to point
out that the friar who was an earnest priest, a perfect gentleman
and a scholarly teacher, was a down to earth man with much wit
and humour.

I was a chemistry B.Sc student at St Thomas College in
1954, when Fr Theodosius joined the English faculty
immediately upon his return from the United States after
securing a PhD degree.

Fr. Theodosius was welcomed into our class with ovation.
He took English poetry for us. His approach and methods of
taking classes were greatly appreciated by us. He did not put
on a grave face but behaved like an elder family member. I
remember one poem he taught us was "A Grammarian’s
Funeral” written by Robert Browning. The theme of this poem
was that his disciples sing a song in praise of their great teacher
while they carry his coffin up a mountain to select a suitable
burial place befitting his knowledge and position among men
of letters and great visions.

Father told us that students of great teachers become as
great as their teachers or even greater than them. He cited such
names as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and Alexander the Great.

He told us about the collective nick names by which the
students of four colleges in Madras were known, viz. the Slaves
of Loyola, the Gentlemen of Madras Christian, the PSrinces
of Presidency and the Rowdies of Pachayappas. We all laughed
and laughed till our stomachs ached and appreciated the
underlying message. Introspectively, we consoled ourselves that
we were neither slaves nor rowdies. Indirectly he gave us the
idea that although Loyola College was run by the Jesuits, its
students did not measure up to the students of Presidency or
Christian Sin public life. We in our mind made it our mission
to become gentlemen of Kerala in the walks of our life we chose.

. v

Fr. Theodosius left St Thomas College at the end of the
year and took over the reins of St Joseph’s College, Devagiri,
in 1956.

After my graduation in chemistry, I joined the college as
a tutor for one year and later went to Pilani to do post-
graduation. After securing my MSc in first class I joined
Devagiri in 1959. Fr. Theodosius welcomed me with all cheer.
I felt very much at home at Devagiri because my former
professor of chemistry at St. Thomas College, Mr A.O.
Thomas, had earlier joined Devagiri as also other teachers
from Pala diocese, like Mr P.J. Sebastian, Mr Joseph
Pulikunnel, Prof. Devasia Thakadiyel, Mr Mathew
Thamarakat, and others. But I had to leave the college after
three months because I was selected by UGC for doing Ph.D.
in biochemistry at Birla College, Pilani. I heard about father’s
untimely death five years later while I was doing my post-
doctoral work at R.R.L., Hyderabad.

In 1965 I returned to Devagiri as a senior lecturer in
chemistry. Fr. Melanius was the Principal and Professor Scaria
the HOD of chemistry. Everybody spoke in praise of Fr.
Theodosius who, as the first principal, raised the college to
great heights in all respects. Its alumni became IAS officers,
great scientists, national players and good politicians. After
eight months of my service at Devagiri, I was sclected by Kerala
University as lecturer in biochemistry and I joined under Prof.
PA. Kurup to build up the department for starting M.Sc.
programme and research. I was the first alumni and staff
member from St. Thomas, Pala, and staff member from
Devagiri to join Kerala University faculty. This was all d5ue
to Fr. Theodosius who like the grammarian of Browning
taught me to become a gentleman and good teacher in the
1950s.

I pay my humble tributes to his memory in the hundredth
year of his birth. =



Dr. K.V. SREENARAYANAN*

It was on a rainy morning in the month of June in 1960 that I first set foot
on the sprawling campus of St. Joseph’s College, Devagiri. As a 15 year old, I had
gone there with my father, secking admission to the one year Pre-University course
on the recommendation of my unde who was the Manager-cum-Headmaster of a
High School in Shoranur. After schooling, when I approached him for his views on
higher studies, he suggested that I enroll myself for the Pre-University course at St.
Joseph's College, Devagiri, a new college started under the acgis of the CML He also
told me that it was headed by a relatively young Principal, Rev. Fr. Theodosius. Both
my unde and Rev. Fr. Theodosius were, respectively, members of the Senate and
Syndicate of Kerala University. He had heard him speak on the floor of the Senate
and was impressed by his dynamism and erudition.

The college is situated almost in the centre of the extensive campus, at a distance
from the main entrance. On reaching the precincts of the college, we were ushered
into the Principal’s office. Fr. Theodosius was reclining on a sofa with his eyes half-
closed. Seeing us, he got up, walked over to his table and scated himself in the chair
My village had no representation of the Christian community, and I was ignorant of
their way of life. Also, I was seeing a Catholic priest in his traditional robes for the
first ime. When my father told him about the intent of our visit, he asked for my
S.S.L.C book. Impressed, he directed us to the office functioning next door and I
completed the formalities of admission.

The College opened for the Pre-University students a few days later; and the
classrooms reverberated with their exuberance. There were three student-hostels and
many of the Pre-University boys were put up at the St. Thomas Hostel. As students of

*K. V. Sreenangyanan was
with the Department of Zoology
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the lower class, we could not get to know Fr. Principal closely and could watch him only from a
distance as he strode the corridors. Over time, I learnt that he studied at the Presidency College,
Madras, and had secured the first rank in the MLA. English literature examination. He was also a
doctorate degree holder from the University of Notre Dame, U.S.A. Rev. Fr. Theodosius had a
magnetic presence, Over time, I Irarnt thar he studied at the Presidency College, Madras, and had
secured the first rank in the M.A. English literature examination. He was also a doctorate degree
holder from the UJniversity of Notre Dame, U.S.A. Fr. Theodosius had a magnetic presence associated
with the men of spirituality. He was a splendid teacher and professor. He was also a gifted speaker in
both English and Malayalam and could hold audiences spell bound for hours. Words did not fail
him, but came in torrents. His lectures in moral science were the rage among the students.

After passing Pre-University, I registered myself for the under-graduate course in Zoology and
was accommodated at the Newman Hostel of which Fr. Theodosius was the warden. The residents

felt secure with the Principal as the protector. He
granted our every wish. At that time, the A.LLR
used to broadcast speeches by eminent men and
women. Representing the inmates, I would go
him for permission to listen to them and he would
readily accede to our request. He presented me
with books and one such book was

“All Men are Brothers” by Albert Schweitzer.

In the last year of B.Sc, I was shifted to the
newly—built Tagore Hostel which housed single
rooms. And, then, quite unexpectedly tragedy
struck. In October 1963, Rev. Fr. Principal was
suddenly taken ill. He was admitted to the
Christian Medical College Hospital, Vellore.
Both the staff and students were worried. A small
group of students, consisting of Sri.
K_.K.Abraham, myself and a couple of our friends,
visited him in Vellore. When he saw us, his face
lit up and he blessed us, but he was weak. On
November 10, 1963, he passed away. All Devagiri
wept when the news of his passing was relayed.
He was only 53.

Now, well into the sunset years of my life, as
I look back, I marvel at my good fortune to have
been educated at institutions headed by the great
educationalists of their time, the late Fr.
Theodosius and the late Dr. Chandran
Devanesan, former Principal of the Madras
Christian College, Tambaram.

Humanity owes so much to the men and
women who led exalted lives. And Father
Theodosius was one of them. To quote
Longfellow, in “A Psalm of Life™:

Lives of great men all remind us,

We can make our lives sublime,

And, departing, leave us

Footprints on the sands of time. =



Greotness it Lorge

V. NARAYANAN *

Almost 50 years back, a boy of 17 from a nearby village was very
much impressed by the campus he saw. In his mind the ambience was
different from what he expected it to be. He thought that this was where
he had to study. He got the application form and was at the campus again
with his application in his hand. He was walking enjoying what he saw
around. He had been to the small zoo where there was a fox, which obviously
did not like company and kept running around, a porcupine which was
carrying its heavy tail with some difficulty, two or three monkeys and so
on. He liked them all and as he was proceeding to the office he saw a giant
of aman in dark brown attire, which was not at all familiar to him, coming
towards him — a sort of a close encounter with greatness.

He knew that he was a Father. Reading about Bishop Myriel in the
Malayalam translation of Les Miserables, his mind was filled with respect

for the priests and he thought that all of them were great men like the

bishop. The boy was feeling nervous, not knowing what to say or where to
look. Suddenly the Father asked him in Malayalam, “Enthaa Misterey?”
The boy stammered and managed to blurt out: “Application”. The Father
got the form and had a cursory look through the form. “ Nee ivide cherunno?
Relieved, he stammered “Ate”. “Tthu officil kotuku.” And he walked along.
It was a sort of a close encounter with greatness for me. I did not know
who he was.

* Taking time off from his business, Sri. Narayanan
goes on Bharat Darsan’ as often as he can and
tends to the mentally challenged as a mission

After some days, I got a card from the college
asking me to attend an interview with my guardian.
I should also bring my original certificates. I had a
problem: My mother was not used to such things
and my uncle, being my local guardian, who should
have come with me, was busy with his business
affairs and I did not want to bother him. So I went
alone and was called to the office and to the
Principal’s room. I recognized his face; who could
forget! There was a sort of quizzical and happy
expression on his face.

He asked me where my guardian was. I told
him about my problem. “Without your guardian
what shall I do?” he asked. I was silent.

“You have to study well or else your guardian
will have to come here. Do you understand?”

“Yes,” I replied nervously.

Thus I became a student of the college which had
impressed me so much. The image of that great
man was etched in my mind. Whenever I met him
on the corridors I wished him good morning, etc.,
somewhat anxiously hoping to hear his response
and catch his attention and he in his inimitable style
returned the good wishes.

He taught Shakespeare’s fulius Caesar during
my degree classes and he was the impressive Mark
Antony, the cruel Brutus, the imperious Caesar and
the lean and mean Cassius in rapid succession in
the class. “Et tu, Brute?” and that look of surprise
on the face of Caesar we saw! “Remember the Ides
of March, remember...”, Mark Antony was on
stage. We, with our hearts filled with wonder and
admiration, felt like babes in front of this greatness.

He was everything that was great to us; a great
teacher, a great man and a great actor. All his English
classes were not classes but a sort of excursions to
whatever he taught — Shakespeare, Milton or



Bernard Shaw. I had a meeting with
him as I was sent out of a class by a
teacher there and he in his
humorous way solved the problem,
making me also laugh though I had
entered his room with a grim and
tense face.

To us he was not just a teacher
or the Principal but he was our
guardian and nothing less than
god. When I could get only low
marks in some of my Economics
papers, I thought of what he had
told me at the time of my admi-
ssion to the B.A. course. I did not
have good marks in Social Studies
in my Pre-University exams and he
had asked me why I wanted to join
for BA and not B.Sc. in spite of
the better marks I had in Science
and Mathematics. When I told
him that I wanted to do MA, he
told me that B Sc was equally good
for admission to BA too. But
remarking that I could improve my
English during my BA course, he
just told me to do as I liked.

By the time I completed my
degree, he was no more. We felt as
though the College had lost the
idol we had worshipped and which
had hallowed the campus. All of
us missed those great strides along
the corridors with a benign smile
on his face filled with love for all
and radiating it all around. =)
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Generous ond humbole
Prof. M. K. MATHALI *

I have two unique experiences which serve to
portray the generosity and humility of Fr Theodosius,
and both happened before I joined Devagiri College as a
lecturer.

The first occurred in June 1951. Fr Theodosius was
the Principal of Sacred Heart College, Thevara, and I
had enrolled myself for the Intermediate course. While
waiting for the opening of the college, I received a call
from St. Josephs College, Trichy, offering me a seat for
the same group (maths, physics and chemistry). This put
me on the horns of a dilemma. All my well wishers advised
me to take up the Trichy offer since that college was
considered as the most prestigious Catholic college then.

My problem was to get back the certificates from
Thevara and rush to Trichy. Though upset, I took courage
to go to Thevara to explain my predicament and try to
get the certificates and, if possible, the precious money
remitted as fees. The people in the office directed me to
the Principal. I was scared but there was no other way.

I knocked at the door and took permission to enter.
Fr Theodosius smiled and asked me what the matter was.
I told him about the offer from Trichy and how I would
prefer to take it. He looked at me and said: “Yes, you can
go, but you will have to forfeit the fees paid.” I was
crestfallen and started crying. Fr Theodosius smiled and
without asking me any further questions wrote a note
and asked me to take it to the office and collect my
certificates. He had waived all penalties. I was extremely
happy and thanked God for the generosity shown me by
Fr Theodosius. But for him I would not have seen Trichy,
where, after completing my degree, I served the Chemistry
department as a Demonstrator for four years.

My second contact with Fr Theodosius was ten years
later, in 1961. After completing my M.Sc. degree in
chemistry from Loyola College, Madras, I had joined the
Nirmala College, Muvattupuzha, as a Lecturer in
chemistry in a purely temporary vacancy. In August 1961,
I came across an advertisement calling for applications
for the post of a Lecturer in chemistry in Devagiri College.
I responded with full details of my qualifications and
experience. A few days later, I received a call for an
interview. I decided not to go for an interview all the way
to Calicut.

Instead, I wrote a detailed letter showing my teaching
experience at Trichy and my post-graduate qualification
and requesting that I be appointed in a permanent vacancy
forgoing an interview. Frankly, I did not expect any reply.
I expected the Principal would throw my paper into dust
bin. But to my pleasant surprise, I received a letter from
the Principal asking me to join Devagiri College and
stating that the vacancy was permanent. This happened
only because of the generosity of Fr Theodosius.

I believe the above experiences of mine are worth
sharing with all those who knew and love Fr Theodqiius.

=

* Prof- Mathai left Devagiri’s
Department of Chemistry during
the turbulent 1966 and

went to Singapore first and

later on taught

in Southern Africa
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In s ovon wage

Prof. K.P. JAYACHANDRAN*

God lives in our midst and talks to us, gives us the courage and confidence to confront crises,
and above everything else , loves all of us. This is what I felt in the halcyon days of Devagiri where 1
enrolled in the Pre-University class — the predecessor of the Pre-Degree course. There were great men in
all the departments. Dr. Sukumar Azheekode and Thayat Sankaran in the department of Malayalam;
Dr. Sivarama Subramania Iyer to head the Department of English, Prof. V.A. Kesavan Namboothiri in Hindi,
Prof. A.O .Kunhipaulo, Mr. Narayanaswamy in Mathematics, the A.O. Thomas - Scaria - Ittoop trio in
Chemistry, Dr. Vijayamadhavan in Zoology, Prof. Mathew Thamarakkad in Botany and the man who
stood head and shoulders above the rest and occupied the office of the Principal - Fr. Theodosius. All
these luminaries were gleaned from various parts of Kerala to make Devagiri a centre of excellence. Fr.
Theodosius was the one man who performed this stupendous task when destiny chose him to don the
mantle of the head of the CMI institution in Malabar. He was only 46 at the time . But he did things that
transformed the hill to a temple where pilgrims seeking knowledge flocked from distant and remote lands.

The entire Pre-University class — numbering more than 300- assembled in the Auditorium on the
first floor. The towering figure of the Principal appeared on the stage. And what followed was an electrifying

* Retired H.O.D. of English
and acting Principal,
Sree Narayana College, Chelannur




flow of words, interspersed with anecdotes ,
shifting effortlessly from English to Malayalam
and vice versa (and how eloquent and proficient
he was in both these languages!) That was more
than an introduction to the temple of learning —
that was an exhortation to devote oneself to the
pursuit of knowledge to take up the assigned roles
in society. He was always in our midst, reminding
us of the task entrusted to us. He was a model to
emulate for those who aspired to head an
institution of learning. He conquered our hearts
with love; he commanded our respect by the
affection he showed to us. ;

Devagiri which started under the University
of Madras was later on affiliated to the University
of Kerala and Fr.Theodosius was nominated a
member of the University Syndicate. He used to
attend the Syndicate meetings without fail.
Anyone who visited the Newman Hostel in which
he was the warden (how many of the present day
Principal would condescend to play that additional
role?) would not feel the difference on days the
shepherd was away. The disciplined life in the
hostel was a tribute to the affection he bestowed
on the children. And there were many lessons in
that for those who move from crisis to crisis in
such institutions. I can still recall the tall dark
figure in black pants and white vest majestically
pacing the verandah leaving behind the sweet
aroma of the half-a-corona cigar on his lips. (This
habit probably must have caused the fatal illness
which snatched him away from us!)

I had the great fortune to attend his
Shakespeare class in the first year of the degree
course. The prescribed play was Julius Caesar. The

class was about 200 strong with students from all
the degree classes. He virtually held us spellbound.
Suffice it to say, I never had to look for meanings
and interpretations in later years when I had to
teach the play to undergraduates. It was almost
like the play being enacted in front of us. We heard
both Mark Antony and Brutus and, like the fickle
Roman mob, nodded in agreement with the
philosophical maxims of Brutus and the next

The writer in front of the plaque bearing the name of
Father Theodosius at the cemetary in Mannanam

instant were carried away by the eloquence of
Antony and wanted to join the Romans in ensuing
the rampage. It was a total experience. And right
on time he finished the last scene of the play and
had ample time to dictate essays on important
topics and mark the annotations. During one of
the classes he remarked that Shakespeare was 54
when he died. ‘T am 54 now’, he added. (Did he

have any premonition that he was going to die
that November ?) At the end of the year when we
wrote the University examination we had reason
to be grateful to this teacher of teachers because
all the questions he had marked as VVI (very very
important) appeared almost in the same order in
the question paper!

Life in Devagiri was not all study and no
leisure! There were mock parliaments to provide
basic lessons in democratic procedures and to
provide aspiring politicians a platform for public
speaking. Sahithya sammelans were a regular
annual feature. Writers from all over Kerala took
part in the three-day programme, a day each set
apart for poetry, criticism and fiction. It was an
inspiring experience for those with literary aptitude.
Fr. Theodosius himself was an integral part of the
social and cultural events in Calicut.

I distinctly remember that November evening
(when I returned to the hostel after a weekend)
when a sudden pall of gloom fell over Devagiri
with the arrival of the news from CMC Hospital,
Vellore, that Fr.Theodosius was no more. The
bereaved Devagiri moved in a convoy of vehicles
to Kottayam piloted by Major Sebastian P Joseph
on his Bullet bike. On the way at Thrissur we
joined the cortege carrying the body of Fr.
Theodosius. That evening when the vault inside
the Mannanam church received the mortal
remains of the great man, thousands were present
to pay their last homage and pray for the departed
soul. We returned to an orphaned Devagiri. But
we all had the satisfaction that we were indeed
blessed to have lived in the shadow of a great man,
made in His own image ! =)
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