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An inevitable brink of choice

Dev Madhav S.D.
Il B. A. English

One which all shall behold
Yet most fail threefold,

And hope for a decision to rejoice

Steadfast we stand in unison
Brain and heart, hand in hand.
But soon we fall into oblivion,

Trailing the bandwagons brand.

‘Loved’ ones and ‘close’ ones,

The neighbours and strangers
Thrive on advisory wagers-

Making life a deliberate peen.

The mounting tension, temperature rising
In the midst of the sea and the devil,
We find ourselves crushing an uprising,

Of heartfelt dilemma and hapless travail.

iy, N

Should we stand solid, we chart our own

Should we give in, we flow weather prone!
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That which gives you questions and no answer
Pooja M
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Death :
| don’t know why, think about death

while you are living
Vinu, Il M.A. Psychology
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EN MEMOIRE

Time was cold and lifeless,
frozen in winter’s despair.
And | stood lost, damp in heart

with memories losing its charm.

Nowhere to go, | walked forth, into the voids of mind
Seeking what | have lost.
Memory is a terrible privilage
Whereas oblivion is a blissful curse.
And no winter would ever chil,

as deep as a memory could.

| can see her now,
Smiling at me with a charm,
waiting on the other end

owning my memories.

She was the one to see me through

to find me back when | was lost,

Harishna M.U

Ill B.A. History



and to tell me the facades matter no more.
| don’t know her,
May never will.

But | do know there was love.
We walked together, side by side
Dreaming a journey to our dreams.
Blissful moments filled the heart
And it was spring and there was hope
But something happened,
which | do not know.

The stars have changed
and time stood still.

The sprouts of spring has lost
its life,
as she drifted apart,
with no words said.

I've wandered with bereft heart,
lost in the tides of time.

All in hope to see her smile,
know her heart and live the
dream, again.
There’s not much time left
before the void takes me in.
But | have promises to keep
to be with you always.
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KAIKASI:

ALAMP ARANDONED It THE FOREST

Aha! There you are reading again- : .

Oh! This is that inauspicious time of the year Kaikasi V.S.
- Asst. Professor

The lamp is lit, the dusk has settled Department of English

Sacred mantras from the temple fills the air

Are you reading or simply chanting?

Verses from the Adikavya.

Good! A pathway to the elusive heaven

Do you know that this was written by a thief !

Transformed for the better

One who was flickering amidst duty, faith and penalty

So you believe everything written as a shloka?

Where are our voices?

My voice?

My clan- the mighty demonic abode

Emotionally blackmailed by the father Sumali

“Kaikasi, my child, the future of our Rakshasa tribe is in your hands

My wide eyed innocence urged him to proceed

“Marry Sage Visravas”

“Your children alone can save us”

I have not heard of women empowerment

Neither have | received a lecture on gender equality

Not heard terms like patriarchy--

| loved my father

The faint smell of ‘chamatha’

Failed to ignite my passion yet--

The clarion call of ‘puthridharma’ beckoned me

Caught in the snare of my charm

Lay the penance of Sage Visravas

Dedicated his wisdom in return to my passion

Like an ivy crushed by a mighty oak

The weight of his penance upon my frail self

A heap suffocated by an alien Aryan ethos

Motherhood in shackles '

Three times it deified tradition

The fourth was incomprehensible

Condemned by the world as the mother--

The mother of Ravana

All this for you, O dear father

| live on like a lamp abandoned in the forest

Waiting to be filled with silence.

Don‘t close your book.

Give me a better story.

”
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Faith :
Elixir of life
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A Rol ey Coaster hde

V‘aht. 12 m a Teadnens Distngy”

Kaikasi V. S.

Asst. Professor
Department of English

Two roads diverged ina wood, and |
| took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

(The Road Not Taken, Robert Frost)

In everyone’s life there comes a point when they have to decide which way to proceed, in
other words the right career to be selected so that each day becomes a thrilling experience. My
life as a teacher began in the year 2010. | would like to compare my life in this college to a roller
coaster ride with its ups and downs, twists and turns, but forever exciting. It enabled me to have
a broader vision about life and has widened my horizons of practical wisdom and knowledge by
leaps and bounds. It's a blessing to be a teacher in this college.

Now the question arises as to what made me select this path, a question | had to answer

a number of times. The truth is that though | always loved the act of teaching | had never thought
of it as a career option until | met someone- Prof. Khyrunnisa, my teacher who taught me in All
Saint’'s College. She is an amazing teacher, a wonderful quiz master, writer, orator, columnist and
what not! She recreated Milton and Shakespeare through her sheer power of eloquence, humour
and down to earth attitude. Her passion for teaching has transcended the four walls of the class-
room and no wonder she became the most popular teacher in the college. Prof. Khyrunnisa was
a constant support for all our academic and extra-curricular endeavours- in other words she was
our pillar of strength, someone who was always there with us through thick and thin. According to
her, there is nothing as beautiful as a teacher-student relationship, a bond that remains even after
the culmination of classroom learning. Thus, Khyrunnisa mam, who is affectionately referred to as
Rosy mam was someone who weaved magic in all her classrooms. She is also an accomplished
writer who has 5 books to her credit featuring ‘Butterfingers’, a character she had created initially
for ‘Tinkle’ and later on transformed as a full-fledged character.
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The misadventures of Amar aka Butterfingers continues to brighten our lives ever since the
first in the ‘Butterfingers’ series was officially launched in the year 2010. The bond | have formed
with my dear teacher still continues and this is the most amazing aspect of a teacher-student rela-
tionship. Even in this age of globalization where virtual classrooms are aspiring to murder the one
to one correspondence that connects a teacher and a student, our bond remains intact. In factitis
on this solid foundation that | have constructed the noble edifice of teaching.

Let me take this opportunity to thank all my dear students who has helped me become
what | am today. When | went to receive my ‘EDEX-40 under 40 Award’ instituted by "The New
Indian Express’, | was really excited to know that | scored the maximum points in the ‘Student
Appraisal Report’. The love you have showered upon me is something that is going to keep me
going as a teacher of this institution. | believe it is this magical ingredient that makes me run that
extra mile. ‘In the novel titled ‘To Sir with Love’, E.R. Braithwarte speaks about the extraordinary
bond he shares with his students. As far as | am concerned, if ever | will write one autobiography
it will be titled “To my students with Love’.

As Malala Yousufzai once remarked “One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can
change the world”. It is that change which makes the life of a teacher truly memorable. Thank
you all.

Faith
La foi est comme le vent. Elle est invisible mais
on sent sa présence partout

Reshma Maria Sampath
Asst.Professor ,Department of French
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“Physical intimacy
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Maya Madhavan
Head of the Department
Bio Chemistry

a6eltlen GRWSIAG2)W nlMmAESNIM Moe ‘GIaM® wllomm MG, “anlail®eBglrnswio
cos (M@ Hemmglenesw)e aaelulanlgprpme aR2ISHIEIM Mgel, M ‘@ecEl&m HMO adMeRSdeel
@R 3@ 9]0 al#w2)8)M 23| ERRFIRIDVO PEUROM?  DOMIMIe MoMIGIESNMR Nl HWEIBSLIOWAD E6NIIWo
@RWIaSRJ AOAISBOMISNBIe GRSEABIN HaldMIMAZaNe MIIEJe 3OO BEIAON AMMIG &30016019]3608I6EIE-
S0M3. ROHEMo, BRERINjo, MIAJa& @lnlMo MSETE 260120 Mo AfPRPMOTITE QUBOLSIOMo. NHMIT OHLIEISM
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06elo0fle 60NS)MERBNe SINSTITBIBONJ 80] aIFAW] MR CNMIUISIMO. 8] OYOU, GRMOT] 66LolS
BJaloRISM aBO2IBAS, CHNILI B HOLIWS DaldrM2Q); 203 HeLlWle® @R ysoloyomlad mlm’ «101332303Mm-
anam oilwe @Relaum)ealdml@enim] «pam m2a3es ammilenaaIm (Raeado.
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al06UM6 SIFSNS, 66LIESMWI2IW] MIMLEMS GROINJ GRRWENBJe ~lBINAUSHIMIES MO DOICANTRIONE.
&205 aeekille mpommooim me eeBld 9 M &3Sl ardesnsrmer... Whom, When, Where and How.
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REAPTUALATON OF
VIRTUAL \TIES

The concept ‘state’ itself can be termed as ‘bisexual’ when it adheres to its dual ‘genital’
notions such as media (Masculine) and democracy (feminine). For a democratic country
like India, where unity usurped the power of autocracy, the fourth estate or the press (Ed-
mund Burke’s coinage) celebrates the ‘diversities’ in opinion and ideologies. But in the
contemporary society, the fifth estate or the social media shatters the demarcation which
separates an individual from society and prompts us to think more rationally or sometimes
irrationally.

According to noted American conservationist and activist Terry Tempest Williams “‘human
heart is the home of democracy” and such a democratic state imparts complete sovereignty
of the populace. Political equality, provision for rights, collective responsibility, independent
judiciary etc. are some of the features of a democratic state. In order to sustain the credi-
bility and functioning of such a country which focuses on the ultimate sovereignty through
franchise, the role of all other structures are indispensible. Religious institutions, political
organisations, educational institutions, judicial organs media or press etc comprises the
building block of democracy. All these ideological arms have its own stated objectives to
put forth which sometimes turn to be oppressive in.nature. Above all, the fourth estate or
the press projects all these ideological conflicts. But the gradual and parallel upheaval of
the social media which sidelined the wide reach of the printed mechanism echoes repercur-
sions of the modern psyche.

Thus, social media provide a platform for entertainment, discussion and education. Though
the distorted and biased news reporting or propagation bears testimony for the highly com-
petitive and unreliable world of information, it also creates room for the public issues which
sans news value. It also focuses on the problems of the oppressed sections of the society.
For instance, the lion’s share of the acclaim goes to them for their effort on organising a
nation wide campaign to protest against the Delhi gang rape case or the ‘Nirbhaya'’ issue in
2012. Severe protests were also launched against the government for not adopting proper
security measures to safeguard women.
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We can also cite the example of the Tunisian revolution or Jasmine revolution where the
social media like Twitter played an important role in upholding democracy in its totality. It
was an intensive campaign of civil resistance including a series of demonstrations which led
to the ousting of long time president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali in January, 2011. Another im-
portant protest called the ‘Kiss of Love’ was launched with the help of social media against
moral policing in Kerala. Apart from this they have undertaken several charity services for
the artists who are bed-ridden and by allocating funds for the refugees and people who are
temporarily sick.

The reign of social media during the twenty first century witnesses the indirect replication
of the Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression Act which is included in Article 19 of
the Indian Constitution. But at the same time there are certain other acts like the Informa-
tion Technology Act (Section 66 A) which proclaims that it is a punishable crime with an
imprisonment of up to three years to sent offensive messages through communication ser-
vice. This act indirectly questions the reliability of Article 19 of the constitution. For instance,
when Bal Keshav Thackeray (The founder of Shiv Sena, a Marathi ethnocentric party) died
in 2012, two girls were arrested in Mumbai for questioning the shutdown in the city following
Thackeray’s funeral. The police arrested them under Section 505 (2) [statements creating
or promoting enmity, hatred or ill-will between classes] by accusing that they had insulted
religious feelings. Thus, even the freedom to express our own opinion through a social
medium gets tangled with the shackles, which in turn shatters the very foundation of
democracy.

Another one major controversial figure is Assem Trivedi, the Indian political cartoonist and

activist who is best known for his anti-corruption campaign called ‘Cartoons Against
Corruption’. He also founded ‘Save Your Choice’, a movement against internet censorship
in India. Trivedi’s side was banned for displaying objectionable pictures and texts related
flag and emblem of India. The important impact of the flourishment of social media is that it
constructs a framework for terrorist recruitment. The worldwide terrorist organisations like
the Islamic State inspire the common man through their private pages in Facebook and
Telegram and thus recruits them.

The concurrent question regarding the influence of social media in a democratic state is
that whom we can call a ‘Big Brother’ (A fictional character introduced by George Orwell in
his novel 1984 as a symbol for the abuse of government power), whether it is media, cor-
porates or the democracy itself. And whether he tries to dominate our rational mindset or
forces us to be normal. Is this a dictatorship or complete sovereignty? By what basis can
we distinguish between the pro-democtratic and anti-democratic approaches? Are we de-
liberately beseeching before them to be ‘mutable’ as 1 (intellectually stable) and 0 (A state
of psychological stupor) [the world of binary codes]?
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AN (DV0TS DAY DReAM

Dev Madhav S.D.
III B.A English

My room. The monotony of four walls broken only by two window cut outs.Other than
that itis best called a box with an opening. It is as plain and stereotypical as a twenty-first centu-
ry nineteen year old chap’s room can get and that is definitely not high praise. One can see, as
he/she enters this piece of dwelling space the subtle reconstruction of how a tornado expresses
its artistic demeanour. But imagine books, paper, various electronics and clothes (a huge lot of
them), instead of uprooted trees and houses and you shall get the picture. Add to that the com-
pulsory smell (which is quite unique). The bed which holds such a position to my conscience that
it suffices to say that words cannot describe it. | dare any esteemed literary personal to vividly
describe my four legged pieces of heaven, rest assured that nothing that produce will get even
a whiff close to what the real thing feels like. | should also mention some other trivia like the
keyboard, two cupboards, the table and the shirt rack which is now covered with an avalanche
worth of clothes such that it is now quite the arduous task figuring out what colour the beams
were. Itis also treasure hunters paradise- if you rummage round in it long enough may find new
clothes in fact | wouldn’t be surprised if | found another world of Narnia in it.Before you ask, the
customary cardboard box which existed before time and the many different sort of bags coupled
with all the many different species of accessories and other knick-knacks also accommodate
themselves in this wild habitat.

Since you have beard with me for all this pointless banter about my room, | feel it inevitable
that you seek an answer as to why you just wasted a precious amount of time. Well you see,
the real gist of me writing this was to address the question directed a lot to me nowadays.
“Why do you spend a lot of time in your room?”

| do not need to state all the apparent reasons because they are all obviously ‘apparent’ to all of
you. But please give me and my room an explanation to redeem ourselves. You see, all things
considered, most of my pursuits, interests, nuances, predilections, thought processes, etcet-
era... were theoretically cooked up while | was inside my room. | can be James Bond, Lewis
Hamilton, the blake who is famous in everything or even Hitler as far as I'm concerned— while |
am in my room. The many fantasies,the dreams, and mental constructs revolve around me free-
ly when and only when | am in my room! | can be the absolute purest form of myself when | am
in my room and that my friends, is quite something. And what happens in my room stays in my
room. The one place of solitary confinement wex my actions will not affect anyone or anything.
To put it simply | find freedom in confinement. Besides with temperatures soaring and water
bodies depleting the hottest summer we have even known yet, | think it better that we all
stay back in our rooms. Thus we can stay and create Utopian mental constructs in complete
ignorance of what is happening around us. While the planet dies, we can discuss politics, be
hypoeritical, enjoy a bit of sport, party in ignorance, exploit whatever we can essentially all of us
‘human folk’being ‘ourselves’.
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And then maybe one day, when everything around is just a dead grey canvas,
we can paint it with all what we have achieved from inside our rooms. A bloody brilliant
idea, if | may say so! So, stockup on your supplies, let the water be drained and let the
black sooted engines run. We have all got a painting to paint in the near future.
Cheerio.

PS:-  If you always wanted that sexy sun tan; the suns giving out ‘full on’ packages for free
this year. Go —get it before the stock runs out, though I doubt it ever will!

afl@jmo :
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