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Our knowledge of the medicine
known to the ancienf Indians is at

" perseut exteremely limited.

Probably it will come as a
surprise t0 many as it did to myself
to discover the amount of anatomical
knowledge which is disclosed in
the works of the earliest nedical
writers of India. Its extent and
accuracy are surprising” :
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“The surgical instruments of
the Hindus were sufficiently sharp
indeed, as fo be capable of dividing
& hair longitudinally”
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“In the kedic period, animal
anatony was evidently thoroughly
understood as each part had its own
distinctive nawme,

“The number of medical works

and  aathors is
large”
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“The surgery of the ancient
Indian physicians was bold and
skilfull. They conducted amputations
......... performed operations in the
abdomen and uterus, cured. hernia;
fistula, piles, set broken bones anz
dislocations, and were dexterous ir
the extraction of foriegn substancet
from the body"
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“There is no doubt that the
Indian doctors were wellversed, not
merely in medicine and surgery, but
also in the prevention of diseases
and operative midwifery. They
apparently knew diabetus mellitus, -
dysentery, phthisis,
diseases due to worms ete"”
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