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P. O. BOX No. I
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‘4 4. The Fringford Estates Ltd.
244 5. The Kalpetta Estates Ltd.

.fo‘g‘;n.- Sange

(INCORPORATED IN TRAVANCORE)

Registered Office and Head Office- ALLEPPEY

Telegrams:- ‘THOM’ s Telephone:- 625, 625A, 625B.

3 BRANCHES. £

KOTTAYAM QUILON, TRIVANDRUM
COCHIN & CALICUT.

MANAGING AGENTS FOR

A.V.THOMAS & COMPANY, LIMITED.

PLANTING SECTION- 5 , INDU"STRIAL AND
, -~ ENGINEERING SECTION
e * e h g v *
. The Highland Produce Co., Ltd. oo ¢ I. Brunton & Company Engineers Ltd.,, Cochin. ‘
% 2. The Midland Rubber & Produce Co., Ltd, S haaurvedle Compound Tinctures Ltd| I

1 3. The Rajagiri Rubber & Produce Co., Ltd.
3. The Coir Yarn & Textiles Ltd.

mamen

44 6. The Nelliampathy Tea & Produce Co, Ltd.

; T

CHIEF: AGENTS. FOR:-
The [sthmian Steamship Company, New York.
The Eastern Federal Union Insurance Co., Ltd.

*

Civil and. Military Contractors,
Importers, Exporters, Shipping Agents, Estate Agents,
Clearing and Forwardmg Agents
Have o'zgamsea 6ac(l¢(¢es 60& aealmg (n Tea Rul}l:e'z pePPe’z,
Cardamoms, eo“ee, Cashewnuts axd all Malabar Produce.

Stockists and ﬁupplieﬁs of Timber, all varieties of hard and
soft woorls, estate requisites such as copper sulphate,

-8 acids, theee ply chests, Ete. Ete.
ENQUIRIES SOLIC!TED
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BY

Justice A. S. P.

‘}@NCE in a while, a unique being arises in  this
world, for the good of the many, for the happiness of
the many, filled with compassion for all, by the Grace
of God, and he is born in the community and country
which need him most. Such a unique being was Sree
Narayana Guru, the prophet of Kerala.

Our India or Bharat is a very peculiar country. It
has no respect for great conquerors, men who massacre
millions of their fellow-men in their insane mania for
conquest. Alexander, Hannibal, Caesar, Chenghiz Khan,
Attila, Tamerlane, Ngﬁoleoh, Hitler, none of these was
born in the land between the Himalayas and the sea.
Nor does India respect men of mere wealth. Rockfeller,
Croesus, Ford and Carnegie were not

AYYAR, I. C. S.

jeevo Brahmaiva naaparaah, Iswaras sarvabhootaanaam
hriddese Arjuna thishthathi). They own nothing, no,
not even their own time, it too being at the disposal
of the world. They sacrifice even their privacy, the
lest vestige of private property, and live in public all
the time. They sacrifice their lives either by dedicating
them for the service of men, or even by shedding their
blood to cement the bricks for building the Mansion
of Liberty (Veedu or Mokshapura).

God says, in the holy Koran: “To every commu-
nity I send a messenger speaking the language of the
people to whom heis sent in order that he may ex-
plain his message to them.” Sree Narayana Guru was
such a messenger sent to the Thiyas, speaking their

language, Malayalam. He explaind his

born here. India respects only the
Sons of God who go round preaching
Absolute Truth (satyannasti param
padain—there is nothing greater than
Truth), Absolute Love for all created
beings (sarva bhoota hite ratah—en-
gaged in loving care for all created be-
ings), Absolute purity (samodamastapa-
saucham—absolutely pure in thought,
word and deed, and devoid of the least
trace of wickedness or sin),and Absolute
Unselfishness (mzmamo nirahankare—
devoid of the sense of my and mine,
and of the least trace. of the- -ego)

message to them in Malayalam. And
what  a = message! “One - God,
one Religion, one Caste!” Can
there be a higher message? Narayana
Guru was a true Mahatma, He saw all
humanity as one, did not hate any one,
and was_for virtue. wherever found,
and condemned vice wherever found.
‘The -truth 'is that in all ages, at all
times, -and in all countries, in spite of
the pressure of tribal, communal, social,
political and national handicaps, there
have been Mahatmas who are notat

and who have attamed the Peace of‘

God ( paraam santi). These Sons of God stretch across
India’s history from Rama and- Krishna, Buddha and
Mahavira in the hoary past through ‘Sankara, Ramanuja,
Madhwa, Nanak, Ramananda, Kabir, Meera, Chaitanya,
Tukaram and Ramdas in mediaeval times, to Rama-
krishna, Sai Baba, Ramana, Aurobindo and Narayana
Guru of modern times, like the stainless peaks of eter-
nal snow in her own God-given frontier of the Him-
alayas stretching across her northern boundary like a
veritable divine measuring rod, as proclaimed by
Kalidasa. These great souls are born because Hinduism,
unlike Islam, Christianity and other religions, has no
known founder, or indeed any one founder, and, so its
living truths have to be proclaimed by living sages in
every age, in the spirit of that age.
“The ev’r-new mouldeth the ev’r.old,
Ever telling the never told !” Thompson.
These Mahatmas preclaim “God alone is true: all
other things are relatively untrue: and God is within
you, seated in your heart(Brahma Satyam, jagen mithya,

all blinded by appearances but see
Truth wholly and steadily. The
man ot the world, whether civilised or uncivi-
lised, is always blinded by appearances. The man
of reality is not. The man of reality sees the oneness
of mankind, he sees the oneness of all life, he sees the
oneness of the universe, and at the risk of his own life
he preaches the Truth. He is laughed at, he is fought
against, and he is sometimes killed (like Christ). But
Mankind, in the end, 'sees that he
is right, and that his opponents are wrong. Only in,
this way bas mankind made the progress it has made.

reality conquers.

Five things in Sree Narayana Guru must strike any

Firstly, he laid his fourdations deep, in the
deathless and ageless Vedas and ancient lore and Sans.
krit Jearning, hitching his waggon to the stars while
casting out the dross and keeping only the pure gold-,
The intolerance of the high caste Hindus did not make
him discard the scriptures they tullov’ed though he
ruthlessly eschewed the superstitions and excrescences.

one.

Secondly, he made the Thiyas construct temples
all over Kerala as a parallel system to that of the caste

>



Hindus who would not allow them to enter their
temples and worship. He asked the Thiyas themselves
to officiate as priests in those temples, instead of em-
ploying Brahmins. To a Brahmin Matadhipati who
objected that Thiyas cculd not act as priests to Siva,
one of his disciples gave the famous reply “Itis not the
Brahmin Siva we are worshipping, but the Thiya Siva!”

Thirdly, he threw open these temples to the
Pariahs and other castes lower than the Thiyas, thus
proving that his passion for equality for his tribe did
nct arise from snobbery, to a desire to hobnob with
the high-caste Brahmins but from a religious
passion for samatva. It is significant that he attached
little importance to the humbugging tea parties and
dinner parties ot those days wherein caste Hindus
patronisingly invited prominent Thiyas in order to
placate them and make them not lead their brethren
in a fight for equality.

Fourthly, his insistence on work and right work,
as urged by the Gita, is remarkable. He asked the
Thiyas to work hard and to abandon toddy-tapping as
not a rightful occupation. It must be remembered
that the Thiyas or Ezhavas are islanders who came from
Ceylon (the word Thiyas is a corruption of Dwipas,
or islanders, and the word Ezhavas comes from Ilam or

aﬂ atl. 600

)”n)ag)

Ceylon) bringing to Kerala the cocoanut (then-kai or
southern fruit) the most valuable fruit imaginable, and
that they were robbed of the fruit by the high caste
Hindus and made to tap toddy and get drunk in order
to forget the robbery. Sree Narayana Guru wanted to
restore the pure conditions and occupations of old.

Fifthly, and lastly, Sree Narayana Guru held that
this world was only a probation for the next, and that
man was capable of infinite perfection, and could be-
come one with Ged, by proper Kaima, jrana, dhyana
and Bhakti, guided by a proper Guru, and with the
grace of God. He acted as a powerful check on irreli-
gion, atheism and crass materialism. May he watch
over the destinies of his beloved Kerala and the Secuiar
Republic of India, and see that they keep on the right
track of Belief in God and Service to Man!
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The Kottayam Bank Ltd.

(Incorporated in Travancore 1926)
HEAD OFFICE..
KOTTAYAM, TRAVANCORE-COCHIN.

BRANCH OFFICES AT:
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Mundakayam  Ranni 8
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Athirampuzha
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Ernakulam
8 Eraviperoor Thiruvella
g Vandiperiyar Mavelikara
g Trivandrum Kanjirappally
§ Peermade Upputhara
ﬁ SUB OFFICE:- ETTUMANOOR

% Authorised capital Rs. 25,090,000
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Paid up capital X

8,50,000
5,171,840
2,50,000

Reserves o

Fixed Deposits are now received at the

8

8

following Rates:— %
6 Months at 4 percent per annum 8

12 b bR} 4% 133 » §
Special rates are allowed for periods above §

12 months. 8
For terms of which please apply to any §
office of the Bank. g
8

§

§

*

A. T.'ITTYIPE, B. A.
Managing Director,
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PLANS

to help you live |
a happier life$? [/

This booklet tells you of

hmr in!oxnhnq savings and
investfi t plans offered by
the Palai Bank. One or 7
other of these schemes is ¥
sure to suit your needs. ¥
A4 Rsk our Branch Manager [
for your FREE copy today!

Patar CenTRAL
Bank Lrp.
" (Incorporated in Travan-

core-Cochin with Limited ¢
Liability).

Head Office:—PALAI, TRAVANCORE-COCHIN.
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Dr. L. A. RAVI VARMA

IHE supreme importance of the Dharma concept.for
the Indian is well evidenced by the real and original
name, Sanatana-Dharma', for his socio-religious insti-
tution now known as Hinduism: Buddha-Dhamma and
Jaina-Dharma were the two off-shoots, now known
as Budhism and Jainism, of the original Sanatana-
Dharma. To the Hindu the only obligatory part of
religion is the Dharmic life he is enjoined to lead; all
the rest, ceremonials, rituals, philosophy and even
faith in God? are really optional matters to be accepted
or rejected at the discretion of the individual. This
statement may sound astounding; but it is the truth
and nothing but the truth. The optional forms avail-
able in Hinduism are many and varied to suit the
different types and circumstances of individuals, so that
practically every one would mee: with some optional
factor or other that appeals to him and to which he
can attach himself, if desired. It is this plurality of
optional factors that has given Hinduism the appearance
of Pantheism or Polytheism in the eyes of superficial
observers. The essence of Hinduism is the Dharma
concept which was meant to shape the lives of its
followers, such that their actions shall not go agaisst,
but shall always tend to help maintain, the welfare of
the Universe as a whole. Dharma is purely and simply
secular in its outlook and practice; hence, Hinduism
is fundamentally secular, perhaps the only SECULAR
RELIGION — to use an enigmatic expression—in the
world. This Dharma, being secular, can be followed
by all the religions of the world without the least
offence to their doctrines and teachings and with great
benefit to the world as a whole. The Dharma concept
is the best and m st important contribution India can
make to help the world to lead a safer life without
perpetuxl fear of one sort or other. Atom-bombs and
‘Pacts’ can only help to perpetuate the fear which
sooner or later must end in actual clash destroying
both the aggressor and the aggressed; hence the special
need for Indian Dharma at this juncture.

The word Dharma is derived from the root ‘dhr’,
to support, and stands for the principle calculated to
support the welfare of the Univer e as a whole from
distress and destruction and embraces every human
activity— by thought, word or deed. The Dharma
principles are so framed as to satisfy both material
(Adhibhautika) and psychical (Adhyatmika) require-
ments of man without, or with the least possible, hurt
to, not merely man but also to all other elements of
the universe, including even the so-called ‘non-living’
mineral kingdom, This idea is not so Utopian as may
appear at first sight; it only means that wanton des.
truction of every description is viewed with disfavour
by Dharma. Manu-Smrti, considered as authoritative
even by Sruti®, recognises Vedic teachings in their
entirety as the primary source of Dharma principles
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and practice. As a corollary, the lives of those versed
in Vedas came to be recognised as a secondary source
and in due course Dharmasustras began to recognise
and accept the lives and habits of all good people and
the dictates of one’s own conscience as valid basis of
Dharma*, The acceptance of the habits of good people
as basis of Dharma slowly led people to equate Dharma,
which is a principle, with Acaras which are measures
meant to preserve that principle and this in turn led to
undesirable results. Dharma and Acara are, no doubr,
closely related; still they are distinct, one being a
principle and the other various measures needed under
various conditions to satisfy the principle. This means
that Acaras do and must change to suit time, place and
other conditions while Dharma remained the same
throughout. In fact, if Acaras are not rationally un.
derstood and changed to suit circumstances but blindly
followed, they may not only not subserve the Dharma
as intended but may even produce diametrically oppo-
site results®. The over-looking of this important factor
has greatly contributed to the deterioration of Hindu
Dhirmic life.

To the Hindu, in fact, to the Indian, Dharma is the
first and foremost desideratum of man (Purusartha), the
other three being the acquirement of the wherewithal
to carry on life (Artha), enjoyments (Kama), and escape
from distress of all types (Moksa)®.. When trying to
acquire the last three, and in particular, the second and
the third, oneis very apt to cause hurt to others, at
least negatively or indirectly. Even such indirect hurt
is to be avoided, the directive of Manu permitting slight
hurt” being only for use under exceptional circum-
stances involving, for example, danger to one’s life.
Every one recognises that unless one is very careful and
circumspect one is apt to cause mental or physical hurt
to others in the course of acquiring one or other of the
last three Purusarthas; it is however rarely recognised
that hurt to others will every time recoil on oneself
directly or indirectly. There is nothing mysterious or
supernatural in this; the cause of such recoil is well
understood today in terms of natural sciences and psy-
chology. Hence, even from selfish motives, Dharmic
life becomes imperative. A superficial observer may
contend that such Dharmic life is well-nigh impossible,
at any rate, today. No doubt, it may be very difficult
or even impossible if one tries to attempt such a life at
the tail-end of one’s existence; but if one is trained from
the cradle so that such a life becomes a second nature,
it will be found to be easy enough as evidenced by the
many and complicated manners and etiquettes that are
being cheerfully carried out by modern man every second
of his life. Mere study of Dharmasasiras or attempts
to practise them late in life may be very trying and
even useless. We know from child-psychology that
correct habits have to be formed by the fifth or sixth
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year of life; thereafter, even the best of training can
only mask the bad habits already established. The
Hindu idea of training in Dharma ways from the cradle,
nay, even from pre-natal period®, is fully scientitic and
agrees with the modernmost teachings of genetics and
psychology.

It has been pointed out that Dharma is the prin-
ciple while Acaras are measures to subserve the
principle. “This statement demands some elucidation
if its {ull'implication is to be grasped.” I shall do so by
citing a medical analogy. Every one knows that modern
surgery demands careful sterilisation. If asked, a doctor
may say that it is to kill bacteria. On deeper thought
it will be seen that killing of bacteria is the only means
available at present to satisfy the end'in view, viz,, the
protection of the life and limb of the patient, which is
the real and underlying principle or Dharma; hence we
adopt the measure. If at a future date, means other
than the killing of bacteria become available medical
science is sure to accept them as it has done in several
parallel instances. Now, sterilisation is carried out in
different ways as by boiling, treating with chemicals, etc.
All methods are not suited to all things and conditions;
a surgeon’s hands cannot be boiled, nor a metal instru-
ment treated with mercury salts, The various measures
to suit the various conditions represent the Acaras,
while the safety of patient remains the Dhurma all
thrcugh. It is possible that under certain circumstances
only partial sterilisation isfeasible as in emergent
surgeries, Here, one is expected to carry out what is
practicable under the circumstances so as to minimise
to the utmost extent the danger to the patient  Such
measures, or rather, the principle ‘underlying such
measures, form the Apad-dhcarma  of Dharmasastros.
One should well remember that these measures are not
meant as alternatives under normal circumstances.
This essential difference appears to be lost sight of by
the present.day ‘orthodox 'Hindu, die mainly to the
uncalled-for creation of Adrsta-phala or supernatural
purpose even when a tangible purpose or Dysta-phala
is easily discernible.

Dharma is considered in" Swirti works under five
heads as Varna-Dharma, Asrami-Dharma, Varpiaerania-
Dharma, Gupa-Dharma and Natmittiha- Dharma, — As
Chna-Dharne really forms part of Varpa-Dharina
and'Naimittika-Dharma is practically the same as
Apad. Dharma, which constitutes mainly emergency
measures, the above five may be regrouped as three,
Varnasrama or Samdnya.Dharma to be followed by
all'in their daily lives, |"¢rna-Dharma meant to meet
the specific demands of the different avocations of life
and Asrama- Dlarma to suit the exigencies of different
stages of life. Are there such marked differences, one
might ask. Yes; for example, a doctor may have to
deliberately kill and mutilate a living child during
difficult labour; it is a ¢rime if others do it; it is equally
a crime if a doctor does not do it when indicated.

Common  Dharmas affecting  all classes and all
stages of life fall under five main heads, viz., Akimsa or
avoidance of hurt, Safyam or truth-hood, 4steyam or
non.stealing, S'azica or cleanliness, and Indriyanigraha
or control of sense-desires®. Akimsa includes avoidance
of mental hurt; Satyam, straightforwardness; dsteyam,
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non-accumulation of much wealth and Tndriya-nigra-
ham, mental hygiene, A little thought will show that
these five factors are appreciated and accepted as sound
principles of conduct by all religions and cultures in the
world; indeed, these make up the basis of stable society
everywhere and in every age. Due to various causes,
particularly, the continued impact of grosser and
aggressive civilisations from outside from about 300
B. C,, the higher and subtler civilisation of India began
to deteriorate in accordance with the ethnologi.al law

that when two civilisations meet the subtler and more
developed of the two will suffer. In due course, the
fundamental principles underlying Dharma teachings
were forgotten, leaving only the outer shell or Acaras
even which assumed unrecognisably grotesque forms.
Ahimsa principle gave rise to prohibition of mere

killing while cruelty in many forms was allowed to
flourish without let or hindrance; Sawca or cleanliness
principle gave rise to absurd forms as untouchabiliry,
while physical dirt got exalted as may be seen in the
lives of the so-called S@?/ius and mendicants; Asteyam
or principle of non.hoarding haloed beggary and
control ‘of “sense-pleasures ended in ultra-puritanism
including self-torture as' practised by certain sects of
mendicants.

+  The misunderstanding of Sawuca principle (clean.
liness factor) has caused the greatest harm to Hindu
society in the shape of untouchability and unapproach-
ability; its harmful influence still persists in spite of
laws against it and change of attitude of the intelligent-

sia towards it. It may perhaps persist, even if in‘a
milder form, for some considerable time more, since
very wrong notions have got ingrained into the very

soul of Hindu society during the past thousand years
or more. Wide dissemination of correct knowledge on
this subject, particularly among the younger generations,
may help to improve matters. Raising the standard of
living, including habits of cleanliness, among the lower
orders of society and encouragement’ of intermarriages
may also considerably help in annihilating this obnoxious
custom. “Blind following of textual directions without
understanding their true import does not vouch for
righteousness of one’s actins; textual directions when
not rationally followed may tend to produce positive

unrighteousness” is the teaching of Yamu-Smti®, This

wholesome direction has entirely been missed; so too,

the Nyaya doctrine that “no supernatural purpose shall

be assumed when a tangible purpose is evident™o.

Human mind craves for a cause and a motive for every

event; and as supernatural causes and purposes are

always ready at hand, they came to be employed to

satisfy the natural demand of the human mind through-

out the world at some stage or other. These two, the

failure to grasp the real reason and the unwarranted

assumption of supernatural purposes have together

created practically the whole lot of the dangsrous and

obnoxious customs current in the Hinduism of today.

Apastamba, after stating the opinion of certain schools

of law-givers as permitting brahmins to eat food cooked
by all Varpas except Sudras, gives his own view that
food cooked by a Sudra too may be eaten if the Sudra
is living a Dharmic life"*. The same authority permits.
such a Sudra to cook even for religious uses’. ' It may-
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also be remembcred that Manu contemplates only four
varpas and never a fifth**, When Apastamba’s opinion
is read with Manu’s dictum of only four classes, it will
te seen that food cooked by any may ke eaten provided
it is clean; (prayatal = pure, clean). . If eating of food
made by all classes is allowed, subject only to the ques-
tion of cleanliness, the idea of untouchability on the
basis of birth cannot stand fora-moment. In a short
article like this it is not possible to go over the various
aspects of Dharmasastra directions'* even in a cursory
manner; I shall have to satisfy myself by merely stating
that @earas such as untouchability, birth and death
pollutions, etc., are all directions originally intended to
subserve cleanliness factor; they are measures of personal
and public hygiene exactly like the quarantine and
other regulations of modern times. The way in which
these acaras are carried out today does not help to
promote cleanliness at all. I shall cite an example to
show how sane directions can transform into absurd
and grotesque customs. There is a Brakhmagpa direction
against polluting public water sources by spitting, pass-
ing urine, etc'®. The way in which this wholcsome
directive is honoured by the orthodox today is as-
tounding; instead of spitting directly into the water he
spits into his hand and throws it into the water; he
may not pass urine into the water, but unconcernedly
washes his anusin the tank or river after detecation.
Such senseless customs which go counter to the original
intentions arose as the result of positing a supernatural
purpose in the form of honouring an 4bhimani-devata,
(in this case, the ‘spirit’ of water) even when sensible
and cogent purpose is very clear, ignoring the Nyaya
doctrine against such assumptions. Such misinterpre-
tations and resulting absurdities have arisen not only
in respect of Sauca directions but in respect of Dharma
directions as a whole.

To understand the import of Varpa-dharma, it is
necessary to first grasp the sense underlying Varpa
classification itself. Padmapurana mentions that “in
the beginning there was no classification into castes”,
and Vispupurana says that ‘‘classification was ‘made
afterwards to reduce the ‘struggle for existence and
ensure employment in society for all by a division of
labour based on natural capacities and aptitudes of the
individuals'®, Varpa classification was not confined
to the Indo-Aryans as the same is seen among the
Iranian-Aryans under the names of Holar, Ratheshtos
Vastrafshios  and Huitos, tepresenting ‘the priestly,
warrior, agricultural »nd serving classes respectively.
The Purusasikta description of the Virad or concep-
tion of the universal SOUL (Paramatma) in a super-
anthropomonphic : form - has . only . equated the. classes
then existing with the various parts of that form, as the
head to represent the learned: classes, the arms as
warriors or defending power, etc. ~It shouldalso be
remembered that at that time change from one class
into another, up ot down, was tully permitted®’; so also
were intermarriages'® both up and down' (Anuloma &
Pratiloma)*®, The Varna-classification was only a social
convenience, thete wasneither rigidity nor itksomeness
in it. pnIas
Varpa-Dharma -formed - the . principles, to be
followed by the four 'classes; the intelligentsia, the

a5

governmental agencies, che financiers and the labour
in their social relations and lives without in any manner
hurting the five principles of common conduct or
Samanya-Dharma- The essential principles of Varpa-
Dharma have been compressed into four verses by
Manu?®% The Biithmin representing the intelligentsia
of the society was obliged to acquire higher education
and impart the same to others as well as to lead a
religious life and help others in the discharge of their
religious duties’’. The wherewithal for his life was to
be from the voluntary gifts made by students and the
public, Out of these gains he was also expected to make
gifts of what remained over and above his legitimate
needs as a householder’> The prime duty of the
Governmental agencies or Ksatriyas was protection of
life and property of the members of the society. He
too was enjoined to acquire higher education as well as
engage in religious duties without prejudice to his
primary function.  His emoluments were from taxes,
the bulk of which was to meet the needs of various
services he had to render to society. He too had to
make gifts out of what was allotted for his personal
use. He was not permitted to get himself attached to
any interest >, lest injustice resulted out of possible
bias. The financiers or Vaisyas too had to get higher
education, make gifts and lead religious lives; their
gains were from agricultural and commercial enterprises;
they wete the circulators of wealth in the society. The
labourer was not bound to" acquire higher education;
in fit cases, he was admitted for higher education as is
clear from Vedic episodes as those of Kavasa, Jabala
Satyakama, Aitareya etc.. Though higher education
was not compulsory, elementary education was, as is
evident from Smrti texts’ He was also to live a
religious life but was not bound to make gifts. He was
specially enjoined to be without jealousy *°, evidently
to avoid possible clashes with the other interests for
the sake of the welfare of the society as a whole. The
essential beauty of the Varua constitution was the
maintenance of the paramount importance of society
without unduly restricting the freedom of “the indivi-
dual; it was a well-planned constitution where chances
for a fuli life were open to all, subject only to limitations
imposed by one’s own aptitudes (Adhikari-bheda) which
was not ‘a hereditary ‘concern at that - time. ' This
scientific and wholesome social structure “deteriorated
into the rigid caste.system, the most unsocial structure
imaginable.

Asrama-Dharma  delineated the principles to be
followed during, the  different stages of life such as
pupilage, -householdership etc. The student was
expected to engage himself in studies, obey the precep-
tors (discipline factor, which is at ‘the lowest ebb today
in India), and do such manual labour as was appor-
tioned to him. -Manual  labour was imperative ior all,

“irtespective ‘of status considerations: the son of a king
‘and the son of a
had to do the same kind of work as students. The

beggar* were equals in Gurukula and

value of ‘such. - training is . being re.recognised l:y
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modern educationists. The duties as a householder
were to run the house properly, educate and bring up
children, the support of tomorrow’s society, and to
hand over the household to the son when he returns
after education and marries. The son who has newly
taken charge of the household is to carry on his duties
under the advice and direction of his father till he gains
confidence or a child is born to him. When the parent
becomes a grandfather it becomes his duty to leave the
house and repair to his old Gurukula or start a new
one and work as a teacher there for some time. This
is the third stage or stage of Vanaprastha. His wife
may accompany him if she so chooses or may remain
in the house with her son. During studentship
(Brahmacarin) one learns many things theoretically;
during householder’s life (Grhasthasrama) one gets
the chance to test the soundness of one’s theoretical
knowledge acquired from the Gurukula or college and
learns also the ways of practical application of the
knowledge in daily life. As a result, by the time one
leaves the house as a Vanaprastha one has gained
mature wisdom and is most fitted to teach and train
youngsters in a Gurukula; hence it becomes one’s duty
towards society to do so. This was known as dis-
charging the debt to Rsis or the learned. This service
one is now enjoined to give was purely honorary; the
voluntary gifts made by pupils when they leave Guru-
kula were for the upkeep of the institution as a whole
and the teachers were entitled only for their needs as
food in the common mess. Only after serving such
a lite for some time, one was considered fit to relinquish
society and become a Parivrajaka or Sanyasin.

From the above necessarily short and patchy des-
cription it will be seen that the Dharma concept of the
Indian was a well-planned, scientific arrangement which
with slicht changes may be used by the world at large
even today. Indian Dharma was never puritanic, nor
was it libertinism; it was secular and calculated to help
for the welfare of society, yet it was not without
religion in the best sense of the term. [t was the golden
mean which allowed very fair play for individual free-
dom of thought and action while the welfare of society
remained its main concern.

Though the Dharma principles and rules of ancicnt
India were scientific and good, due to causes beyond
human control, they had to suffer deterioration. The
measute taken tocounteract when deterioration started,
was, unfortunately, isolation. Isolation led to severe
social punishments for breaking the customs accepted
by the society, involving even ostracism., The customs
and codes of conduct to be carried out were many,
covering every conceivable field of human activity, en-
tailing great many chances to break the rules. Because
of fear of social punishments such inevitable breakages
of rules called for subterfuges and false pretences which
in turn tended to produce serious social demoralisation.
This social demoralisation is something very serious
from the point of view of both psychology and socio-
logy. Hence the most important duty of modern India
is to tackle this problem in a bold manner.

To remove the existing evils, the most important
measure is to disseminate correct notions regarding
Dharma among Indians as a whole, emphasising ' its
secular nature and to so arrange society that early
training in Dharmic ways becomes possible. The
Dharma principles of India, without exception, are of
percnnial worth, fully secular and usable by the world
at large without any offence to the teachings of the
various religions and cultures it may have to encounter.
Dharma is not mere ethics or morals; it covers these
and more, It will make a Hindu a better Hindu, a
Christian a better Christian, and a Muslim a better
Muslim. It, therefore, is ‘the best contribution that

India can make to the world to promote the peace and
happiness of mankind so sorely wanting today. Let us
hope that free, modern India will take up the problem
earnestly, critically analyse the Dharma principles and
build up a way of life suited to the ancient and scientific
doctrines and modern trends,

OM SANTIH

FOOTNOTES

. Sang = lasting long; everlasting. Tana = extending in space;
together meaning fit for all time and everywhere.

2, Sankara gives a very high place to viristara samkhya.

3. “Manur-vai yat kifisid-avadat-tad bhs wjam” (Chandogya
Brahmanam)

4.  Vedolkhilo dharma-miilam smrlisile, ca tad-vidam
Acarascaiva sadhwnam almanasiusti-wa co Manu. I, 6)

S. Kevalam s@stram-@sritya na kartavyo viniri wyah

(Yama Smrti)

6. Sarvadukhasy@tyantanivritir-aryantapurusarthah (Vedinta

Yukithinavicare tu dharmah@nih prajayate

Darsana)

7. Alpadroheita va punah  (Manu. IV. 2)

8oiinenil. rupa-srila-juna-sampann@m prayaccheta (,_Xs'val. Ggh.
Stitra

9. Ahimsa satyam asteyam s ausam-indriyanigraham
Etam samasikam dharmam ca@turvarnye bravinmanuh

(Manu. X. 63)
10.  Sambhavati drstaphalatve n@drsta-kalpana (Nydya darsana)
L1,  Sarve

varpanan svadharme vartamananan bhoktavyam

srdravarjam ityeke; tasy@pi dharmopanatasya (Apast. Dh. St
Pra. 2. Pa. 2. Kh. 3. Su. 13, 14)
12,  Aryah prapata va’svadeve nna-samskari@rasyuh; @ -y@ihisthita
o@ sTidrah samskar(@rasyuk. (Apas.Dh. S. Pr. 2. Pa. 2. Kh. 3.
S
...... ...caturtha ekaj@tistu sudro na@sty tu pafisamah
(Manu. X. 4.)
14. To those interested | beg leave to recommend my book in Mala-
yalam Hindumata-praves'ika: Publishers, B.V. Book Depot, Trivandrum
I5-  Napsu mutra-purisam kwry@t na nisthivet...... (Brahmanam!
16,  Varnasramavyavasthds:a na tadasan na satkarah
Tulya riipayusassarva adhamottamavarjitah. (Padmapurana)
Punah prajah kri@ mohat t@n dharman n@nvap@layan
Varitadharmairajivanto vyarudhyanta parasparam
Brahm@ tem artham budhv@ tw yathatathyena vai prabhuh
Ksatriyanam balam .....(Visnu puranam)

17, Any number of authorities may be quoted; only two are quoted as
samples

() Sdro br@ahmanatam eti brahmanascait sadrat@m
Ksatriyajjatam evam tu vidyad-vaisydl-tathaiva ca
(Manu. X. 65)
(i) Swdrayonaw hi jatasya sadgun@nupatisthatah
Vaisyatvam bhavati brahman, ksatriyatvam tathaiva ca
Arjave vartam@nasya brahmanyam upajayate,
(Maha-bharata. Vanaparva)
18, STdrayam brakmanajjatah sreyasd cet praj@yate
Asrrey@n srreyasim jatim gacchatyd@saptamad-yugat

(Manu. 10. 64)
9. Kulluka's gloss on Manu X. 13.

20, Adhyapanam adhyayanam yajanam yajnam tathi
Danam pratigraham caiva brahmanana@n-akalpayat. (i)
Prajanam raksanam danam ijyadhyayanam eva ca
Visayesvaprasaktisca ksatriyasya samasatah G
Pagiinam raksanam danan tjyadhyayanam eva ca
Vani kpatham kusidam ca vaisyasya krsim eva ca
Elkam eva tw swidrasya prabhul karma samadisat
s+ 2 Eiesam eva va naiam SUSTEst n-anasiwiayd (iv)Manu l. 88-91

21, This is the correct sense oft'yajanam and not doing sacrificefor
another.

22, His duties of Dana and right of Pratigraha (vide supra)
23. Visayesvaprasaktih (vide supra)

24, " Nasrayellipimikatam” (Saikara-smrti)

25, “Anaswyayd’ (vide supra; Manu. |. 91)

(iii)
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DO YOU KXNOW

Why {Eromn Bakery Leads and others follow!

X HERE ARE THE REASONS %

&;m&m&;@&wﬁﬂww é@h&&:—é‘u‘.ﬁy&%

1. “"CROWN’S REPUTATION ‘HAS BEEN BUILT OVER YEARS OF
HONEST ENDEAVOUR.

2. CROWN'S EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD OF CATERING AND
CONFECTIONERY MANUFACTURE IS REALLY VAST.

CROWN'’'S SERVICE IS SUPERB.

foad

CROWN’'S CHARGES ARE SURPRISINGLY MODERATE.

CROWN’S OFFER - YOU - A WHOLE RANGE OF SUPERB
CONFECTIONERY PRODUCTS — FROM BABY
BISCUITS TO HIGHLY ORNAMENTED

'§
Wedding, X'mas & New Year Cabies %
|
*%

-

.&Jl

TO SUIT ALL POCKETS, TASTES & OCCASIONS.

6. CROWN'S AERATED WATERS, COOL DRINKS, ICE-CREAM AND
SALADS ARE THE BEST YOUR MONEY CAN BUY.

7. CROWN'S IS NOT A MERE NAME FOR ANOTHER SHOP, BUT A
PLACE WHERE YOU CAN ALWAYS GET THE FINEST
PRODUCTS IN «CONFECTIONERY ALONG WITH

Sa———

THE MOST COURTEOUS AND PLEASING SERVICE
POSSIBLE. e I

R P o PPN P S P R i P P o P e WW

L THE CROWN BAKERY. X

QUILON.

e

L

|

- HEAD OFFICE:- BRANCHES:.
LEKSHMINADA. \/ I e e e, o
&
* ; :
Phone: 340. TRANSPORT Jn:
—— == = ==
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ORIENT CENTRAL BANK Ltd. ,’j

(Incorporated in Travancore-Cochin—Liability of members is limited)
HEAD OFFICE: KOTTAYAM.
' BRANCHES:
Erattupetta, Erumely, Ernakulam, Kottayam, Kothamangalam, Kumarakam,
Kalaketty, Koottikal,  N. Parur, Pampady, Palai,” Poovarany,
Thiruvella, Thodupuzha, and Vaikom.

All kinds of Banking Business transacted. Deposits accepted and advances made.oﬁﬁfavo:u;able terms.
@ K. P. MATHEW, M. A., LL. B., P. K. KURIAN, B. A, LL. B., K. C:-JOSEPH, B. Sc.,
& Managing Director. Chairman, Secretary,
L\ oooo@@wo@oom@m@woooooo—m-@@@@@gn@,
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(G. Ramachandran, Director, Gandhi Gram)

SARVODAYA is a concept and also a method.
The concept and the method are both dynamic. The
concept is that of a casteless and classless society. The
method is that of Satyagraha. Take any religion or
any one of the political or economic ‘isms' in the
world to-day. Each one will have a certain concept
for the future of society and various methods of
achieving the same. This is particularly true of
Democracy, Socialism, Communism, or the Welfare
state. These are all concepts plus methods. Sarvodaya
is no exception. And just as there is always a vital
historic connection between a great concept and the
method of realising it, there is a similar connection
between the concept and method in Satyagraha. This
is historical. It is never as though, any big concept of
a social order and the method of achieving it are
completely separable from each other. Concepts are
born in response to historic prccesses and methods are
born under specific pressure of history to achicve those
concepts. There will always be a family resemblance
between the concept and the method. Take for
instance, Communism. Its emergence in history is in
response to the challenge of a certain historic situation
in the life of mankind, when the oppressed and
exploited sought to liberate themselves anyhow. The
ideology of Communism inevitably deposits the
destruction of the oppressors and the seizure of power
by the oppressed through violent revolt. Communist
ideology and Communist methods thus belong to the
same family. This is equally true of the ideology and
methodology of Sarvodaya

Let us look at the birth of the concept and
practice of Sarvodaya. The concept of a Sarvodaya
social Order is less clear and understood than its
method of Satyagraha. We know Satvagraha. It is
non-violent direct action, not merely by an individual
here or there, but by masses of the people, who seek
to take justice out of the hands of injustice. Both the
concept and method have corze to us through Gandhi,
Gandhi himself was not merely a great individual.
He was at the sametime the product and producer of
history. He was the product of history in the sense
that he embodied the forces of a new revolution of
the unarmed people against the over-whelming armed
might of a more organised class. It wasiinevitable that
such a new revolution should take place. Otherwise
the life of all unarmed people in the world would be in
peril. The demonstration of the power of Satyagraha
is thus a part of the process of history. From such a

successful demonstration of the power of the Human
11

11

spirit over armed and brute might may issue a new
chapter in the history of the world. That is what is
happening in South Africa to.day.

In Sarvodaya, a certain method of non.violent
action has preceded the disclosure of a certain ideology.
In Socialism or Communism, we begin with a clearly-
defined ideology and then look out for various
methods. In Sarvodaya, on the contrary, we discovered
the Satyagraha method much earlier. Even now, we
are only slowly discovering the ideology. In other
words, the Satyagraha method is itself writing up and
disclosing the ideology of a new social order. The
method is non-voilent. It harnesses the power of love
in action as distinct from the power of hate. It is
non-violent action by masses of men and women as in
the great Civil Disobedience Movements in India.
The revolution starts with the method and the
revolutionary method creates a revolutionary concept.
[f Satyagraha is the fight for justice in every way, then
Sarvodaya is inevitably a just social order without
exploitation of anyone by anyone. Because the method
is non-violent, the resultant social order must embody
the values and sanctions of non.violence. A casteless
and classless society created through Satyagraha is a

social order which is at once one of justice and one of
peace.

Sarvodaya therefore is both historical and
Gandhian  just as Communism is both historical and
Marxian. The understanding that Sarvodaya is both
historical and Gandhian should enable the further
understanding of the Gandhian goal of human society
asa social order in which the weakest has the same
place as the strongest. In other words, Sarvodaya is
the concept of the total uplift of every section of
society. Here then is a concept different from that of
Communism or Socialism or Political Democracy.
Political Democracy is freedom through the vote,
Socialism is the balancing of political and economic
freedoms. Communism postulates the accomplishment
first of economic freedom and then only of political
freedom and this to be achieved by a minority vio-
lently seizing power and by employing that power to
make itself into the majority. Sarvodaya while accept-
ing the democratic instrument of the vote, employs
the pressure of non-violent action in the place of the
pressure of violent action as in Communism. The
vote may be too slow and violent revolution too quick,
Both are beset with serious danger. The Satyagraha
method is the only way.out.

Democratic Socialism and Sarvodaya are fairly
close to each other. The more democtatic socialism
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is true to itself, the nearer it will come to Sarvodaya.
In fact, this is what is happening in India to.day. The
Indian Socialist Party, having taken its stand fully on
democratic methods, has hadwto give up almost..the
whole of violence in its methods of work. It bhas also
accepted the validity of the method of Satyagraha. We
have therefore the spectacle of the union of the Indian
Socialist Party and the K. M. P. Party. What
therefore started and grew up as Marxian Socialism has
more and more become Gandhian Socialism. This was
something which was bound to happen in the India
created by the dynamic spirit of Gandhi. The future
in India lies largely in the direction of the new unity
between the Indian Socialist Party and the K. M. P.
Party, The Congress will and can no longer play a
revolutionary part in India.

Let us now define more positively the concept of
Sarvodaya. Society to-day consists of different groups
and classes conflicting with each other under the stress
and strain of Capitalism. Sarvodaya does not stand
for the liquidation of any class by any class. It does
on the other hand stand fully for a final reconciliation
of all the classes, It takes a wider human sweep and
seeks to redeem the oppressor as well as the oppressed.
Satyagraha is the redeeming power. The oppressor
groups are finally transformed and the oppressed groups
uplifted. Sarvodaya therefore must ultimately give the
same political and economic justice promised by Com-

munism but by and through far more wholesome
methods, - Sarvodaya does mean a radical re-distribu-
tion of wealth inevery form,so that universal adult
franchise will | become real and decisive. Sarvodaya is
thus political and economic democracy based on non-
violence. Even where the minimum of violence is
permitted it ‘would be like the permission given to a
surgeon to operate. The surgery is not to wound and
destroy but to heal and save. Political and economic
power will be decentralised. A Sarvodava world will
be a federation of free communities. Such free com-
munities will be organised on fairly self-sufficient eco-
nomic regional basis. A large measure of economic
self-sufficiency will be the only antidote to exploitation
by the more developed of the less developed. Also, a
large measure of economic self-sufficiency alone can
lead to the closest cultural and social co-operation
among communities and countries. The one thing that
to-day prevents cultural co.operation is economic ex-
ploitation and economic exploitation flourishes in the
absence of economic self-sufficiency.

Sarvodaya is the enemy of all big exploiting com-
bines, whether political or economic. It points the
way to a World Federation of Free and self- sufficient
economic units. There might be a world police force
but never standing armies armed with atom bombs. Is
there anything better then in the whole world to-day
than the concept and the method of Sarvodaya.
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