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Wallace Nichols writes in the Book of the Month: The

main business of a novelist is to tell a story, just as the main
business of a dramatist is to show a story. I cannot believe
that Shakespeare took the story of Hamlet just to show how
clever he was at psychology. He took it because it gave him
an opportunity for providing his audience with plenty of action.
The fact that the character of Hamlet himself is the fascinating
psychological problem that it is must be regarded as part of the
overflowing bounty of Shakespeare's genius, not as part of his
basic design as a play wright., It isthe same with the novel
Whenever a novel has achieved greatness, when it has had
“philosophy and psychology in and behind its theme, it has had
. a-story primarily and not secondarily.. The story has been, and
must be always the principal ingredient in any true work of
fiction Whatever else it contains ig additional not fundamental.
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