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INTRODUCTION.

Mr. Vengayil Kunhiraman Nayanar has been a close friend
and comrade of mine for more years than I like to recall, and
several of his articles now republished in this volume were
written for me, when [ was editing the Vidyavinodini. For these
and other reasons my opinion regarding his productions cannot
altogether be free from bias, albeit unconscious, and when
therefore my old friend, the editor of this volum, asked me to
write an introduction of this book, I was somewhat reluctant to
comply with his request, though it would otherwise have been
altogether a labour of love. But my friend’s persistent refusal
to accept this view of the matter has left me no alternative but
to accede to his request. '

Mr. Kunhiraman Nayanar is far too well-known to the
Malayalam reading public to need any introduction to them.
As a contributor to periodical literature he is as well-known and
appreciated as his output has been varied and voluminous. His
articles under the nom de plume of Kesari, which appeared in
rapid succession in the Calicut weeklies in the late eighties and
the early nineties, used to be loocked forward to with lively
interest and read with keen enjoyment by newspaper readers
of the day on account of their vigorous style and trenchant
treatment of the subjects dealt with. Most of these articles
however were but of ephemeral interest, as they treated of
contemporary events of no great importance, but several of
them, as also most of his articles in the monthly magazines,
deal with subjects of general interest and deserve a permanent
place in literature. There can be no doubt therefore ‘that Mr.
David deserves the thanks of all lovers of Malayalam literature
for having rescued some of these articles from the oblivion
which would otherwise have been their fate. Most of the
articles reprinted in this volume are in Mr. Nayanar’s best style
but the collection, is far from Being exhaustive, for, to the best
of my recollection, there are several others which dsserve to
find to place in it. )
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I do not propose to attempt any detailed criticism of Mr.
Nayanar's writings with this collection before him the reader is
new in position to form his own opinion. I would however like
to refer to one or two characteristic features of his literary
productions which have made them so popular. One is the
clearness and facility of his diction. The appropriate words and
phrases come to him without any conscious effort, and con-
sequently there is nothing laboured about any of his writings.
Though there is thus no straining after effect, they are none the
less smart and effective. The articles read as if they were
dashed off at one sitting and to the best of my knowledge they
generally are. The language is so clear that there is no mis-
understanding the writer's meanings nor is a second reading
necessary to understand it. One has only, to read an ordinary
magazine a ticle of these days after reading any essay in this
collection to realise Mr. Nayanar's supericrity in this respect
over most of his contemporaries. The articles that appear in
Malayalam magazines are generally heavy reading, but Mr.
Nayanar's are decidedly easy reading.

Another feature which I would like to mention is Mr.
Nayanar's humour. Humour is one of the qualities which are
generally conspicuous by their absence from Malayalam writings,
but Mr. Nayanar's productions from a rare exception to this
rule. He is nothing if he is not humerous, not only in his
writings but also in his conversation and even in his actions, for
he is, as is well-known to his friends not averse to practical
joking. There is however nothing ill-natured in his humour, it
is always bright and genial, though at times somewhat broad.
It'is no wonder therefore that' writings with characteristics so
rare among us should have made them so popular among the
Malayalis. Though most of the articles in this collection are
characterised by the qualities above indicated, I would draw
the readers special attention to the one on latter day novels
which is in Mr. Nayanar's very best style both in point of
diction and in point of humour.

C. ACHYUTA MENON.




Mr. T. K. Krishna Menon, B. A, M. R. 4. 5,
F.R. H. S, M.R. S A, in his Primer of Malayalam
Literature saysi—

When speaking of newspapers, the one name that
suggests itself to my mind is that of Mr. Vengayil
Kunhiraman Nayanar. He is the best Malayalam
News-paper correspondent of the day. His chaste
diction and humour invest his writings with an
indefimable charm. If only he worked he could easily
gain an undying name in the journalistic history of the
country.
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