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PREFACE FOR THE TEACHER

Tris small book is an endeavour to present the
Geography of the Madras Presidency to children
of g or 10 years, when they are beginning the study of
formal Geography while still remaining in the prepara-
tory stage. Hence the treatment in this book, while
apparently logical, is essentially descriptive.

No apology is needed for the omission of Astro-
nomical Geography and General Geography of the
world, which usually takes up much of the space in
the average text-book to the exclusion of an adequate
treatment of the Geography of the Homeland.

In dealing with the sub-divisions of the Province
in the latter part of the book, a compromise has been
followed between the regional and the administrative
methods by making the regions the basis of study
without at the same time omitting altogether the district
as the unit.

As regards the amount of matter also, a mean has
been attempted between too much and too little by
introducing only names and facts of fundamental im-
portance. There is sure to be, however difference of
opinion on this point, if it is forgotten that the book
is intended for use in different regions far from each
other and that the teacher in each locality has to use
his discretion by ‘supplementing it with additional facts
for the Home Region and by omitting what he con-
siders superfluous in other regions.

The book is well illustrated. Only the minimum

of pictures has been included; and it is expected that
the teacher will make use of a much larger number



vi

collected from illustrated journals, etc. Picture-reading
as method needs proper emphasis at this stage.

Maps are given wherever necessary and it is expected
that the teacher will supplement them with frequent
black-board sketches.

Excursions to neighbouring hills and brooks, tanks
and fields, fairs and markets, and goods stations and
ports will serve to give vividness and reality to the
teaching of the subject. Hand-work in the shape of ,
clay-modelling will bring out clearly the surface features
of particular regions.

Similarly in the teaching of climate, it is essential
that observation of local weather conditions and the
sun’s position at different parts of the year should form
the basis ofistudy. These observations will of course
be of a purely simple nature without the use of instru-
ments of any kind.

In conclusion, it is hoped that the teacher will use
the methods suggested above to supplement the text-
book, which ought to be kept in proper subordination.

N. SUBRAHMANYAM
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