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You must have heard about Columbus. He was a brave man.
He was born in a fown in I’rcly. He became a sailor af the age of
fiteen and did many brave deeds. He could swim long distances
in the sea. Once he was on board a ship in the seq; suddenly, the
ship caught fire. Columbus did not lose courage. He jumped out,
and clinging to a piece of wood, began to swim. After swimming
about six miles, he reached the shore.
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" Gandhiji held his prayer meeting daily in the evening which
was attended by large crowds. In Delhi on January 30, 1948, as
he was wending his way to the prayer congregation, a young
Hindu fanatic fired three shots at him at point blank range. He
collapsed uttering - "He Ram."

Jowdhorlol heard the news at his office. He rushed 1o Birla
House, where Gandhiji lay in his jast sleep. Kneeling by the side of
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Bapu: as he cdlled him, he held the Mchcn‘mos lifeless hcnd and
sobbed like a child. : -

The entire world was shocked by the news. Not only Gondhiji
helped free India from a long period of foreign dominoﬁoh but
ds a prophet of non-violence he had followers Throughout the
world. He had come to belong to all mankind.

"The greatest treasure that we possessed, we failed to pro-
tect", Jawaharlal said.

‘But as if by a miracle, Gandhiji's death brought. together
Hindu and Muslim, Christian and Sikh, in the redlization that they
were all Indians, all brothers who must live together in peaée and
harmony.
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Among the reptiles the snake is a wonderful creature. The
snake has no feet for its locomotion. It moves with the aid of rib
bones. But we should not think that the snakes can move only
slowly. There are snakes which move fast. Some snakes can swim
and some can climb trees. Many five in holes in the earth. Since it
does not have a limb like feet, it is able to live in holes.

.The tongue of the snake is different from that of other ani-
mals. It is forked at the tip. Even when the mouth is closed it is
capable of exiending the tongue through the hole. The snake
has no eye lashes. There is a popular belief that snakes have very
sensitive ears. But the fact is that they do not have external ear.
Even the internal ear is not capable of hearing. Yet the snake is
capable of feeling even the minute vibrations on the ground. :
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