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2L PREFACE

This book aims at thoroughly acquainting
the pupils in High School classes with different

- kinds of composition exercises and enabling

them to gain practice in working out those
exercises by themselves. This book is prepared
in accordance with the new syllabus and the
latest scheme of S. S.L.C. Examination questions.

Relevant portions from the new “Syllabi
for Secondary Schools” are quoted below:-

Syllabus for Standard VIIIL.

Written Work : The following types of
. composition exercises may be set:-

1) Brief summaries of events learned from
the general reader and supplementary reader
(after oral preparation).

"~ 2) Exercises in comprehension. Unseen
passages with a few questions.

3) Reproduction of a story contained in
a narrative poem, in the words of one of the
characters.

4) Construction of a paragraph on a fami-
liar theme. Examples may be cited ffom the
Reader. Attention should be drawn to the
key-sentence, and the unity of paragraph.

5) Letters to friends and relatives in sim-
ple, familiar style.
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6) Short descriptions of objects or pictures
observed and events witnessed.

7) Simple accounts of happenings heard
or read about or experienced.

Syllabus for Standard IX.

Written Work : The types of composi-
tion suggested for Std VIII may be continued,
a higher standard being aimed at. Exercises

on expansion of ideas contained in proverbs
and quotations may be given. Letters may
include letters of invitation and replies thereto.

Syllabus for Standard X.

Written Work: All the types given un-
der Std. VIII and IX may be repeated The
following additional exercises are suggested : —

1) Simple dialogues.

2) Essays for free composition on subjects
like “How to improve our village”, “Cottage
industries and their improvement”, “The scout
movement” etc.

3) Preparation of speeches for Literary
Association and Debating Societies.

4) Story-writing — Developing story from
an outline,

5) Completion of a story of which part
is given.
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6) Summarising a story.

7) Simple business letters asking for price
list, ordering goods, applying for posts etc.

; 8) Exercises on expansion of ideas con-
tained in proverbs or quotations.

S. S. L. C. EXAMINATION

" II Paper— Non-detailed Texts and General English

1) 12 out of 15 questions to be attempted
on the non-detailed Texts. (Answers to be
short and to the point: two or three sentences
only). ’

2) A well-plapned paragraph (not more
than 15 lines) on some simple topic. = (A choice
of 3 to be given.)

3) An outline to be amplified- (The out-
line is to consist of - grammatically complete
sentences. The candidate must tell the story
with more details supplied from his imagination.
20-25 lines.)

4) A letter of any of the types recommend-
ed for written work in the High school. Busi-
ness letters should be in ordinary English,
avoiding such jargon as “Yours to hand”, “5th
ultimo” etc.
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5) The summary of a prose passage or
a comprehension test on an unseen prose
passage-
6) A comprehension test on an unseen
poem.

Comprehension Tests :

Three different types of comprehension
tests are [now included in the S. S. L. C-
English Papers:-

1) “Implication Questions”—based upon a
prose passage taken from the Detailed Text—
answers to be selected from those given within
brackets after each question. (These questions
are included in the First Paper though pupils
can gain practice by studying unseen. passages
also.)

2) “True—False Tests™: Pupils are expected
to read and understand a given, unseen prose
passage and say whether certain statements,
based upon the given passage, are true or false.

3) Short-answer Questions: (to be answered
in two or three sentences each) based on a given,
unseen, prose passage.

All the three types of comprehension ques-
tions can be based upon the same prose

passage for gwmg practice to puplls Compre-
hension exercises are worked out in this book
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on several prose passages. Pupils will, it is hopes,
study all the models worked out in each section,

and then proceed to work out the exercises by

themselves. They will do well to get their
answers corrected by competent teachers.

The importance of gaining practice in com-
position  cannot be over-stressed. Under the
new scheme of questions ‘almost 80% marks
in part 11 (English second paper) are allotted
for composition. Therefore it is clear that
without scoring marks on composition nobody
will get through. Besides, in the case of those
who go for higher studies, proficiency in com-
position will stand them in good stead in. the
higher classes.  Summarising prose passages
p recis-writing) is the most important composition
exercise at the University Previous and Degree
examinations, and so pupils will do well to
be familiar with this exercise although they
may not havetodo it at the S. S. L. C. Exam.
(However, ‘summarising’ is included in the
syllabus for the S. S. L. C. Exam.)

Writing the “substance” of an unseen poem
is an important exercise at the university pre-
vious exam. The comprehension exercises on
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unseen poems included in this book will enable
pupils to give the substance of poems, in their

own words. A few models are given which will
be specially useful to those who intend to join
the Pre-Degree course.

On the whole this book is quite unlike other
“compositions” (and so it does not add to the
large number of books on English composition
already available in the market) and, it is hoped
that, it will be of great use to both High School
and Pre-Degree students.

The Author.



CHAPTER ONE
Comprehension Tests and

Summarising

(PRECIS-WRITING)
P‘assage No. L

In olden times when the Hindus where the
lords of India, there was a great king of Mewar
named Samar Singh. He was a great warrior,
brave and skilful in battle and was famed far
and wide for his charity and wisdom. Not only
his own chiefs, but all people loved and respected
him.

Great kings usually like to wear jewels
and rich robes, but Samar Singh never cared
for such things. Instead of a diamond necklace,
he wore only a single necklace made of the
seeds of the lotus. His hair, too, he twisted like
a yogi and so everyone called him Yogindra,
chief of the yogis.

He married Pritha the sister of Prithvi Raj,
who was the king of Delhi at that time. When-
ever the king of Delhi needed help in his battles,
he sent for Samar Singh; but although he was
glad enough to get his help in time of trouble,
he did not always listen to the wise advice
that Samar Singh gave.



It is only the wise man who listens to good
advice. The foolish man does not like it when it
is given him. Perhaps if Prithvi Raj had listened
more carefully to Samar Singh, Mohammad of
Ghor would not have conquered India. At

least he would have found it more difficult to
do so.

Aids to Comprehension :

lords = masters, rulers.
famed = famous.

far and wide = over a large area; in far off
places also.

charity = kindness in giving help (money,
food.......) to poor people.

chiefs=nobles, important persons in the country.

care for=take interest in; to be interested
WA, L
Comprehension Questions :

(Read the above passage carefully and ans-
wer the following questions):-
I. True / False Test:

(Say whether the following statements are’
True or False):-

1) Samar Singh wore jewels and costly clothes.

2) Because he led a simple life and twisted
his hair like a yogi, people called him Yogindra.

3) Prithvi Raj had married the sister of Sa-
mar Singh.
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4) Samar Singh defeatedPrithvi Raj in battle.

5) Mohammad of Ghor conquered India by
defeating Prithvi Raj.

N. B. Students must answer every exercise by
themselves and refer to the answers only.
in case of doubt or to check up their
answers.

Answers:- 1) False. 2) True. 3) False.

4) False. 5) True.

II. Implication Questions:-

(Choose the correct answer from those given
in brackets after each Question):-

1) What did Samar Singh wear? (jewels;
diamond necklace; lotus-seed-necklace.)

2) Who was Prithvi Raj ? (King of Mewar;
King of Delhi; brother of Samar Singh.)

8) How was Samar Singh related to Prithvi
Raj? (brother-in-law; cousin; brother.)

4) What did Mohammad of Ghor do ?

(killed Samar Singh; conquered India; ad--
vised Prithvi Raj.)

5) “Yogindra means.............. (chief of the
gods; King of Mewar; chief of the yogis.)

Answers:- 1) lotus-seed-necklace. 2) King
of Delhi. 3) brother-in-law. 4) conquered
India. 5) chief of the yogis.

é
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111. Short Answer Questions:-

(Answer in two or three sentences each):-

1) Who was Samar Singh ? What were his
good qualities? How was he famous ?

2) What kind of life did he lead ? What did
he wear ?

3) What did people call him? Why ?

4) Who was Prithvi Raj ? How was Samar
Singh related to him ¢

5) What did Samar Singh do for Prithvi Raj?

6) Did Prithvi Raj listen to Samar Singh ?
What happened as a result?

Answers:-

1) Samar Singh was a great king of Mewar.
He was a brave warrior, skilful in battle. He
was famous for his charity and wisdom.

. 2) Heled a simple life. He did not wear
jewels or costly clothes. (Instead of a diamond
necklace, he wore a necklace made of the seeds
of the lotus.)

3) People called him Yogindra for he led a
simple life and twisted his hair like a yogi.

4) Prithvi Raj was the king of Delhi at that
time, Samar Singh was his brother-in-law. (ORr:
.Samar Singh had married his sister Pritha.)

5) Samar Singh helped Prithvi Raj in his
battles. Besides, he gave him wise advice.
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6) Prithvi Raj did not always listen to Samar
Singh. As a result Mohammad of Ghor conquer-
ed India easily.

Summarising (Precis-writing)

(Summarise the above passage—No. I —into
a third of its length and give it a suitable title):-

¢

Answer:-
Rough Work:-

Possible Titles:-

1) Samar Singh the Famous King of Mewar-

2) * ” the Yogindra of Mewar.

3) The Yogi King of Mewar.

4) Samar Singh and Prithvi Raj.

Points:- Samar Singh—King of Mewar —great
warrior— famous for charity and wisdom — sim-
ple life — “lotus-seed-necklace” twisted hair —
called ‘Yogindra’—helped brother-in-law Prithvi
Raj — Prithvi did not listen to the wise advice
—s0 Mohammad of Ghor conquered India—

‘Fair Draft:- (Model Answer)
Samar Singh the Great King of Mewar.

Samar Singh, King of Mewar, was famous
for his courage, charity and wisdom. He led a
simple life. He wore no jewels, only simple clo-
thes. People called him Yogindra. Prithvi Raj
King of Delhi, was the brother-in-law of Samar
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- Singh. He helped Prichvi Raj in his battles and
gave him good advice. But Prithvi Raj did not
always listen to the wise advice that Samar Singh

gave. As a result Mohammad of Ghor conquer-
ed India easily. '
(76 out of 222 words)

OR :
The Yogi King of Mewar.

Samar Singh was the King of Mewar, brave
in battle and famed for his charity and wisdom.
People called him Yogindra for he led a sim-
ple life wearing no jewels but a lotus-seed-neck—
lace, his hair twisted like a yogi’s. He helped
his brother-in-law Prithvi Raj King of Delhi, in
times of trouble. If Prithvi Raj had always been
wise enough to listen to the Yogi’s good advice,

perhaps Mohammad of Ghor would not have
conquered India. (76 | 2:22)

Note:- In the above example the summary
(precis) is elaborately worked out, with two
model answers. In the following examples only
one model answer for each passage is given.
Pupils should note the following important points
about summarising (precis-writing):-

Precis-writing is a very difficult exercise.
The passage to be summarised should be read
several times and the main (important) ideas
grasped. Rough work is essential. (Nobody
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can arrive at a ready-made, perfect summary at
the first attempt.) All rough work may be
done on the answer book itself, marked “Rough
Work” in the margin. The method of proce-
dure should be as foilows:— All important points
should be noted down. A title (heading) should
be given whether asked for or not. The central
idea should be given as the title. The number of
words in the passage should be roughly (appro-
Ximately) noted. A rough draft should be com-
posed first by expressing the main points noted
down, in complete sentences. All corrections
should be done on the rough draft. In writing the
first(rough)draft start with the central idea and add
to it all the other important details.Allunimportant
details, explanations and repetitions should be left
out. Adjust the length of the summary. It isto
be about one-third (not necessarily exactly one-
third of the total number of words in the passage
—the precis may contain a few words more, or
less, than the exact one-third). The precis should
be in simple style. As the final step copy down
the fair draft (as neatly as possible) under the
heading chosen (It is desirable to give the num-
ber of words in the precis, as shown in the
examples worked out in this book.)

Precis-writing is a very useful exercise too.
The ability in making intelligent summary of a
passage, letter or book read, is of great value
in practical life.
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Passage No. IL

Princes Jahanara was the eldest child of the
great Moghul Emperor Shah Jahan. The Em-
peror who loved her best of all his children,
educated her, and allowed her to travel, which
was an uncommon thing in those days. She
was a good woman and so wise that the Em-
peror and her brothers often sought her advice
on matters of state. Never once did she advise
them wrongly. ~For her great goodness and

wisdom, her father gave her the title of Pade-
shah Begum.

Many great and beautiful princesses are haughty
and proud and never think of helping the poor,
but the great Padeshah Begum was not like that.
She was as good and kind as she was beautiful,
and no one ever appealed to her in vain.

The Emperor loved her all the ‘more for
her kind heart and her goodness to the poor,
and he showered costly gifts on her. He gave her
the richest port in India at that time, Port
Surat, for her very own. All the income from
it which was not less than one lakh of rupees

a year, was her own to spend in any way which
she liked.

Though the Emperor loved Princess Jahanara
very much, he would not give his consent for her
to marry. It is said that during Akbar’s time
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his daughter married a man who later turned
against him. Akbar then made a law that
henceforth no Moghul princess should be allow-
ed to marry, but, of course, any of the later
emperors could have changed this law if he
had wished.

Prince Dara loved his sister very much; and
he promised that he would allow her to marry
when he became Emperor. Princess Jahanara
was unhappy about this unjust custom of the
Moghuls, and she turned her attention to God
seeking out all the great religious teachers of
that time.

Aids :

(Note these words:- prince; princes; prince’s
princess; princesses; princess’s.)

old, older, oldest.

eld, elder, eldest.

well, better, Dbest.

(v) educate; educated. (n) education.

seek; sought.

to seek advice =to ask for advice.

never once-~=not even once.

(n) advice; (v) advise.

for her goodness = because of her goodness =
as a result of or owing to, her goodness.

appeal (v.& n). in vain = uselessly.

all the more=still more.
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showered gifts on her=gave: her so many gifts.
consent (v. & n.); consented.

It is said (by people) = People say.

during Akbar’s time=during the time when
Akbar was Emperor-...........

henceforth = in future; after this (or that)
time; hereafter or thereafter.

of course = certainly.

could have changed=had the power or
authority to change but (they) did not do so.

(n) justice X injustice.

(adj.) just X unjust.

(v) attend; (n) attention.

Comprehension Tests.
I. True / False Test:-
1) Princess Jahanara was the youngest
daughter of Shah Jahan.

2) Jahanara was beautiful, wise and kind-
hearted.

3) Shah Jahan did not love Jahanara

4) Jahanara was too proud and haughty
to help the poor.

5) Akbar had made a law that no Mo-
ghul princess should be allowed to marry.

6) Shah Jahan allowed Jahanara to get
married.
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Answers:- 1) False.. 2) True. 8) False.
4) . False. '6) .True. 6) False:

II. Tmplication Questions:—

1) What did Shah Jahan do for Jahanara?
(gave her rich gifts; allowed her to marry; made
her Padeshah)

2) Why did Shah Jahan give the title of
“Padeshah Begum™ to Jahanara?(because she was
kind hearted; she was very wise; she was proud)

3) How do great princesses usually behave?
(they help the poor; they are very wise; they
are haughty and proud.)

4) Why did Shah Jahan not allow Jaha-
nara to get married ? (Because of Akbar’s law;
because he loved her much; because he did not
love her )

5) What did Jahanara do at last? (She
got married; she killed herself; she led a religious
life.)

Answers:- 1) gave her rich gifts; 2) be-
cause she was very wise. 3) They are haughty
and proud. 4) because of Akbar’s law. 5) she
led a religious life.)

III. Short-Answer Questions :

1) Who was Princess Jahanara ? What
were her good qualities ?

2) How did she get the title of “Padeshah
Begum” ?
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3) How was she different from other
princesses ?

4) What did her father do for her ?

5) Why was Jahanara unhappy ? What did
she do as a result ?

Answers:-

1) Princess Jahanara was the eldest child
of the Moghul Emperor Shah Jahan. She was very
beautiful, learned, wise and kind hearted.

2) Jahanara was so wise that the Emperor
and her brothers often sought her advice on
matters of state. She never advised them wrong-
ly. And for her wisdom and goodness her
father gave her the title of “Padeshah Begum.”

3) Great and beautiful princesses are usually
haughty and proud, and they never think of
helping the poor. But Jahanara was different.
She was very kind hearted, and helped the poor
always.

4) Her father (Shah Jahan) loved her very
much and gave her many costly gifis. He had
educated her and allowed her to travel. (But
he would not allow her to marry.) '

5) Shah Jahan did not allow Jahanara to
marry, for Akbar had made a law prohibiting the
marriage of Moghul princesses. She was un-
happy about this unjust custom. And she turned
her attention to God. (She led a religious life.)
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Precis (summary) of Passage No. II.
Rough Work :-

Possible Titles:- 1) The Princess Jahanara.

2) The Padeshah Begum.

3) The Great Moghul Princess Jahanara etc-
Points:- Princess Jahanara—eldest child of Shah
Jahan— beautiful, educated, wise, kind-hearted—
advised her father and brothers-—got title “Pade-
shah Begum™—very kind to the poor and helped
them always —Emperor loved her very much—
gave her costly gifts —but did not allow her to
get married —because of Akbar’s law—Jahanara
unhappy—Iled a religious life—

Rough (First) Draft.

Write a rough draft expanding the points
given above, into complete sentences.

Fair Draft (Model' Answer).
Princess Jahanara the Padeshah Begum.

Princess Jahanara, the eldest child of the
Moghul Emperor Shah Jahan, was a noblelady
of great beauty, wisdom and Kkindness. Her
father educated her and allowed her to travel.
She advised her father and brothers on matters
of state. She was so wise that her father gave
her the title of “Padeshah Begum™. Unlike other
princesses, she was very kind to the poor and
helpsd them always. The Emperor loved her
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very much and gave her many costly presents.
But he would not change the unjust custom
which prohibited the marriage of Moghul prin-
cesses. Jahanara was unhappy about this, and
she turned her attention to God.

(107 / 820 words)

Passage No. III.

The best friend a man has in this world
may turn against him and become his enemy.
His son or his daughter, that he has reared
with loving care, may prove ungrateful. Those
who are nearest and dearest to us, those whom
we trust with our happiness and reputation,
may turn out to be deceitful and false. The
money that a man has he may lose. It flies

away from him perhaps when he needs it most.
A man’s good name may be sacrificed in a
moment of thoughtless action.

But the one absolutely unselfish friend that
a man can have, the one that never deserts
him, the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous, is his dog. A man’s dog stands by
him in prosperity and in poverty, in health and
in sickness. He guards him as if he were a
prince. When all other friends desert he re-
mains. And when death overtakes his master
and his body is laid away in the cold ground,
there by th: graveside will the noble dog be
found, faithful and true even to death.
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Aids:
(v) rear=bring up. reared=brought up.

(n) gratitude (=thankfulness)X ingratitude

(adj) grateful X ungrateful.

reputation =good name; fame.

deceit =deception; dishonesty.

False =dishonest.

(v) desert=forsake=leave.

(adj) treacherous. (n) treachery = deception;
dishonest practice.

(n) prosperity X poverty.

(adj) prosperous. Guard=protect.

(v) overtake = defeat; lay, laid, laid.

(v) lay away=bury. laid away = buried.

(n) grave=pit in which dead body is buried.

Comprehension Questions.
I. True |/ False:-

1) A man’s dearest friends will never be-
come his enemies.

2) A man may lose his money when he
needs it most.

3) A dog deserts his master when the
master becomes poor or unhealthy.

4) The most unselfish friend that a man
can have on earth is his dog.
Answers:- 1) False 2) True 3) False
4y - True,



II. Implication Questions:-

1) Who is it that stands by a man always ?
(his friends; his dog; his relatives).

2) When will a man’s dog guard him?
(in prosperity; in poverty; always).

3) Where can we see the dog after his mast-
er’s death ? (in his house; near his master’s grave;
wandering on the road)

Answers:- 1) his dog. 2) always.

3) near his master’s grave.

III. Short-Answer Questions:—

1) Prove that worldly possessions are
temporary and not permanent.

2) Why is the dog called “Man’s best
friend” ?

Answers:-

1) Even the best friends or nearest relatives
we have may turn against us. We may lose our
money and good name. So it is clear that
worldly possessions are temporary (and not per-
manent.)

2) A man’s dog will never desert him. It
will stand by him even in poverty and sickness.
The dog will be faithful to his master even
after his death. So the dog is called “Man’s best
friend.”



Precis (Summary) (one-third)

Rough Work:

Titles:- The Love and faithfulness of a dog-

Man’s Best Friend.

The Most Unselfish Friend of Man

The Deepest Devotion and Strongest
Love on Earth.

Points:- A man may lose everything —
money, gooG name, friends, relatives. But his
dog never leaves him— It tanas by him always,
in poverty, sickness—even after death the dog
guards his grave —

Model Answer:-
Man’s Best Friend.

A man may lose his money or good name.
Even his dearest friends and relatives may leave
him. But the most unselfish friend that a man
can have is his dog. It will stand by him in all
difficulties, in poverty and sickness, and it never
deserts him. A dog may be seen by his master’s
grave faithful even in death.

(60 / 181 words)

Passage No. IV.

Among the many misfortunes that may be-
fall humanity, the loss of health is one of the
severest. All the joys that life can give cannot
outweigh the suffering of the sick. Give the
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sickman everything and leave him his sufferings,
and he will feel that half the world is lost to
him. Lay him on a soft silken couch, he will
still groan sleepless under the pressure of his
sufferings; - while the miserable beggar, blessed
with health, sleeps sweetly on the hard ground.
Spread his table with dainty meats and choice
drinks, and he will thrust back the hand that
offers them and lenvy the poor man who tho-
roughly enjoys his dry bread. Surround him
with the pomp of kings; let his chair be a
throne,and his crutch a sceptre swaying the world;
he will look with an indifferent eye on marble
on gold and on royal robes, and would deem
himself happy, if he could enjoy, under a thatched
roof, the health of the poorest of his servants.
Aids :

befall =happen to; (befell, befallen)

humanity= 1) mankind, 2) human feelings-

severe=painful, serious.

...that life can give =....that there are in life.

(n) weight; (v) weigh; weighed.

outweigh = to weigh more than; to be heavier
than, to be more than.......

lay = put; (laid)

silken = made of silk.

coach = bed.

groan=weep with pain.

sleepless =without sleep; unable to sleep.
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under the pressure of=pressed by; suffer—
ing from. blessed with health = healthy. (‘health
is a blessing’.)
spread the table with =spread on the table......
(serve food... ..) dainty=tasty. meats-foodstuffs
choice drinks = best (selected) drinks
thrust back=push back.
(v) envy=feel jealous of.
thoroughly=fully; very well.

pomp-grandeur. crutch= stick or staff used
by sick or old people to support themselves.

sceptre =staff carried by a king as a sign
(of his power.)

sway=rule. indifferent=without interest.

royal =kingly. robes = clothes.
deem —consider. thatched roof=roof made
of leaves etc., not tiled.

........

Comprehension Tests.
True /| False:-
1) A healthy man can sleep on the hard
ground and enjoy even poor food.

2) A sickman will be happy if he is allow-
ed all other pleasures.

3) A sickman will not be satisfied even
if you make him king.

Answers.:-
1) True 2) False 3) True.



II. Implication Questions:-

1) What is the greatest misfortune? (loss of
health; loss of money; loss of friends.)

2) Why should a sickman feel that half
the world is lost to him ? (Because he is not
made king; he is ill; he has no power over
the world.)

3) Why does the poor beggar sleep sweetly
on the hard ground ? (Because he likes it; he is
asked to; he is healthy.)

4) What will a sickman feel if he is laid
on a silken bed? (very happy; still unhappy;
indifferent.)

5) What is the king’s palace made of ?
(gold: marble; silver.)
Answers:— 1) loss of health.
2) Because he is ill.
3) Because he is healthy.
4) still unhappy. (5) marble.

I1I. Short-Answer Questions:-

1) Why do you say that loss of health is
a great misfortune ?

2) What will a sickman feel if you make
him king ?

3) Give a suitable title to the passage.

Answers:-

1) A sickman cannot enjoy good food,
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sweet drinks or other comforts of life. He can—
not enjoy sleep. All the pleasures of life can-
not outweigh the suffering of the sick. So loss
of health is indeed a great misfortune.

2) A sickman will not be interested in
gold, marble or royal clothes. Even if he is
made king, he will not feel happy.

3) “Health is Wealth” OR: The Value of
Health.
Precis (Summary)
Titles:- Loss of Health. The Value of
Health. The Greatest of all Misfortunes.
“Health is Wealth.”

Points:- Loss of health — greatest of all mis-
fortunes— the suffering of a sick man — greater
than all the pleasures of life —a poor but healthy
man is happier than a sick king—

Model Answer:—

Health is Wealth.

Loss of health is a great misfortune. A sick
man cannot enjoy the pleasures of life. Even
if we give him a soft bed, rich food and the
wealth and power of a king he will still be
unhappy. He will feel jealous of the healthy beggar
eating his poor food and sleeping on the hard
ground. (87 / 171 words)



—-32—

EXERCISES.

Read the following passages carefully and
answer the questions given after each:-

Passage No. L

A great part of Arabia is desert. Here there
1s nothing but sand and rock. The sand is so hot
that you cannot walk over it with your bare
feet in the daytime Here and there in the desert
are springs of water that come from deep down
under the ground—so deep that the sun cannot
dry them up. These springs are few and far
apart, but wherever there is one, green grass
very soon covers the ground all around it. Soon
fig trees and palm trees grow tall and graceful,
making a cool, green, shady place around the
spring. Such a place is called an oasis.

The Arabs who are not in the cities live
in the desert all the year round. They live in
tents that can be put up and taken down very
easily and quickly, so that they can move from
one oasis to another, seeking grass and water
for their sheep, goats, camels and horses. These
desert Arabs eat ripe, sweet figs, and also the
dates that grow upon the palm trees; they dry
them, too and use them as food all the year
round.

The Arabs have the finest horses in the
world. An Arab is very fond of his riding




































































































































































































































