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Tuz work seems likely to be useful to students of Malayalam
Jiterature, and to the upper classes in schools. *An endgavour should
‘bemade to diseriminate, where possible, between apparent synonymes.

Some: slight distinction of use or meaning genevally axists.
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PREFACE.

——0C0 )

Tre unrivalled Amerakosha is unanimonsly
admitted by the learned to be the best Thesaurus
of Sanscrit nouns. The work is in metre, and it
requires a good knowledge of Sanserit to distin-
guish the words of the text from the explanations
meorporated with it, and to separate them from
contiguous terms which affect their initials and
finals.

1t is generally adopted as a school book ; but,
either from ignorance or negligence, teachers do
no more than oblige their pupils to commit it te
memory, without giving any explanations what-
ever to remove the difficulties abovementioned ;
consequently the students, instead of reaping from
it some advantage adequate to the time and labor
spent on it, often recite the stanzas so incorrectly
as to pain the ears of Sancrit scholars;—and the
few who learn it properly lose a great deal of time
in wading through the first part of the book
(which contains but few words in ordinary use),
and generally are obliged by circumstances to
abandon the attempt of mastering the rest,—the
useful portion.

‘We have, therefore, in the work now sub-
mitted to the public, endeavoured to adapt the
book to the use of even ordinary students.

1. By selecting such categories of Sanscrit
words as are to be met with in the Ramayanam,
the Mahabharatam, the Panchatantram, the Nala-
charitam, the Chanakyasutram &

2. By making divisions between the words,
and, where this is impracticable, by denoting se-
paration by placing signs at the side of the letter




i I
which combines any two words, so as to render
the reading correct ;—

3. By giving Malayalam oequivalents where
necessary, and English interpretations for all the
sets of words ;— 5

4, By re-writing the words in each category,
with Sanserit and Malayalam terminations; 2

5. By introducing (to increase the utility
the work) the Etymology of all the words, and the
different shades of meaning of which some of them
are susceptible;— :

By giving a second derivation, where
commentators differ=— ,

7. By adding a glossary of profixes and
Sanserit roots, which will, if studied with this ook,
he a great help in tracing the derivation of any
Sanscrit word=——rst s o e

8. By giving, at the end, notes from classics
relative to the Derivation of certain words.

As this compendium contains almost all the
useful Sanserit words (the verbs being generally
formed from nouns), which occur in Malayalam
Jiterature, students in general, and candidates
for examinations in particular, will, we hope, find
it to be a valuable‘help. - - s

In the prosecution of this design, every offort
has been made to render the work as free from
error as possible, and Dr. Colebrook’s Amerakosha
with English interprotations, Subodhini, Gurubals
—Prabhodika, and other valuable commentaries.
on A kosha haye been consulted ; we are also
indebted for much alsi to Wasu Nambi

and Venkidaramana Charriar, two able Sanserit *

scholars.
P! K. Tiomex-

P. J. Kupvax.
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