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It has been quite fortunate to get an opportunity to stage Eclogue named
‘Subashitam’ at St.Peter’s church premises, vizhinjam on 14 November 2014
and later on at many other places. I had the satisfaction of presenting these
Eclogues written by St. Chavara between 1855 — 56 with the assistance of
the modern audio-visual techniques. The CMI’s of yesteryear used to call
them as ‘Puthappunadakam’. I took interest in them due to the fact that they
were written under the influence of Italian poet Virgil and with the help of
his intimate Italian missionary friend Fr. Leopold. In order to study them
thoroughly, recently I conducted as study tour to Italy, the birthplace of
Eclogues.

It was by staying at the C.M.I house near Vatican that I started my collection
and exploration of the origin of Eclogues. My first search was at St. Gregorian
University Rome, where I silently conversed with books. I gratefully
remember my CMI fraternity at coffeebar in the library. Cappuchino was the
favourite of many of them. It was a thoroughly bitter drink which almost acted
as a stimulant for further reading. After collecting maximum materials of
Eclogue I said good — bye to the Gregorian University library and my friends
there.

My next destination was Jenovah, a coastal city in Italy. It is here that the
OCD provincilate is situated. It was in Jenovah that Fr. Leopold, the intimate
friend of Saint Chavara spent his last days. It was from here that he boarded
the ship for his Kerala mission. I went through the collection of books

by staying in this OCD monastery for one week. I saw the large books of
Greek poet Theocritus and Italian poets Virgil and Dante there. Fr. Andreo
OCD familiarised me with the necessary books., Even now, Italian school
children study about Eclogues. The names of the characters of Fr., Chavara’s
Eclogues — Palemone, Listhra, Amiuthal, Damuna, Koridune were similar to
the Eclogues found there. They also had similarity with the fourth Eclogue of
Virgil. Thus these similarities are pointing to the real sources of Fr. Chavara’s
Eclogues.

After one week’s stay, study and collection of materials in Jenovah, I returned
to our CMI Procura in Rome. During this journey back, an unknown force
was compelling me to say and write about Saint Chavara’s Italian connections.

When I came back to Rome, the Syro — Malabar Catholics in Vatican invited
me for a homily about saint Chavara for their feast. I readily accepted it. I
talked eloquently about Saint Chavara’s Italian pressance — especially for
writing Eclogues and the semi — epic called martyrdom of Anastasia. I also
talked about Chavarul, and Pope Francis Amoris Laetitia, tomb of Fr. Leopold
and collections of letters by Saint Chavara from the Kerala Catholic Church to

Vatican.



" Next day, I continued my search for Eclogues on the internet. I also realized that the workers in
this national library were a group of dedicated and helpful workers. It was an inspiration for me to
visit to this Library. The National Library was near the metro station. It was a clean and extensive
network of buildings which was an atmosphere conducive for studies and research. I approached
the counter and asked for the Chief Librarian. I introduced myself as Fr. Francis. Similarity in our
names reflected in our relationship too. He made me acquainted with all the sources connected with
Eclogue-the books, the poets and sources in the internet. I understood that the world of Eclogue

is not merely of some, but it has extended to the western world as a whole and even beyond.
Francesco made me aware of the fact that my task is merely to connect Saint Chavara to that long
chain of literary geniuses. Most of the books on Eclogues were in different languages and only

a negligible number were in English. Francesco reminded me again and again about the fourth
Eclogue of Virgil. He then arranged for me all the books on Eclogues on a table with an additional
Desktop Computer with internet facility. I can spend 3 weeks with these books. If necessary, it will
be extended. I was surprised at seeing the behaviour of that young librarian. How gentle and helpful
he was. When I left the Library, he gave me a card which can be used for entering the Library

for the life time. The information I got from Italian National Library about Eclogues were really
amazing. Saint Chavara’s Eclogues were a milestone in the evolution of the literary genere called
‘Eclogues’ itself. If ever happens a gathering of all the languages of the world, our small Kerala
and India would be known by the Eclogues written by saint Chavara. Eclogue, a different poetic
style which originated in Greece and held as precious by the great literary figures of Italy, Rome,
Switzerland, France, Poland, Spain, England etc. has been adopted by Saint Chavara from the land
of Malayalam. A day will dawn when people acknowledge this feat.

Eclogue, a literary genere which has carefully mixed this ingredients from humanism, rustic life,
shepherd songs and natural beauty has developed during the Renaissance period. The influence
of Eclogue has now spread to the field of art, music and musical instruments. During the nativity
celebrations we see the picturization of incarnation (cribs) especially in western countries. To a
certain extent it is the influence of Eclogues especially the fourth Eclogue of Virgil.

Virgil’s fourth Eclogue is considered to be a prophesy of the birth of Jesus in a cowshed. The
Eclogues after the birth of Jesus had also been influenced by Virgil’s Eclogue. All the Eclogues
Saint Chavara also got concluded with Nativity. The cow — shed in which Jesus was born and the
presence of shepherds is very vibrant in all Eclogues. My aim is merely to connect or place saint
Chavara in the history of Eclogues. That is almost materialized.

After the serious study at the National Library, Rome, I set out to Calabria the southern side of
Italy. I have been cordially welcomed by Fr. Viju, a native of Mananthavady who was serving the
archdiocese of Rosano. Most of his surrounding parishes were with a strong number of shepherds.
I had the culmination of “excavate the Eclogue” programme at Rosano in Calabria. Fr. Viju had
arranged for me to stay for 5 days with the shepherds. He acted as a translator for me. I understood
that Eclogues did not have much of a connection with the life — pattern and cultural celebrations of
shepherds. They were only the imageries of the poets.

The sharing of a 60 — year old shepherd is worth mentioning here. They usually fix their tents at
different places. After wandering over many places in different climatic conditions, when they
return home the taste of food cooked by their loving mothers is still at the tip of their tongue.

I returned to Rome with the famous Rosano cheese gifted to me by the shepherds of Rosano. I
shared it with my friends at Mannanam Monastery. During my journey back my mind was filled
with the pleasant memories of the ambience of the creation of Eclogues by saint Chavara which
still is a towering presence in the history of World literature. Let us try to have a memorial of Saint
Chavara’s Eclogue and an endeavour to promote this literary work, which is a Golden thread of

West and the East. S 3
Dirtec 5 70,337
Adyv. Fr. Francis Vallapura CMI

Mannanam, Kottayam 686 561



Cclogues

Eclogue is a short poem especially a pastoral
dialogue. An eclogue is a poem in a classical
style on a pastoral subject. Poems in this genre
are sometimes also called bucolics. The form
of the word ‘eclogue’ in contemporary English
has developed from Middle English. ‘Eclogue’
which came from the Latin word ecloga, which
has come from Greek ecloge meaning
‘selection, literary product’.

The term was applied metaphorically to short
writing in any genre, including parts of a poetic
sequence or poetry book. The ancients referred
to individuals pieces in Virgils Bucolica, as
eclogue and the term was used by later Latin
poets to refer to their own pastoral poetry often
in imitation of Virgil. The combination of
Virgils influence and the persistence of pastoral
poetry through the renaissance imposed
eclogues as the accepted term for the genre.
Later Roman poets who wrote eclogues include
Calpurnius and Nemesianus.

Pastoral Literature

Eclogue is a short pastoral poem usually in

a dialogue form on rural life and the society

of shepherds depicting this life as free from

the complexity and corruption of a civilized
life. The eclogue first appeared in the Idylls

of Greek poet Theocritus (C 310 — 250 BC)
generally recognized as the inventor of pastoral
poetry. The Roman poet Virgil (70 — 19 BC)
adopted this form for his 10 Eclogues or
Bucolics.

The Eclogue along with other pastoral forms
was revived during the Renaissance by Italians
Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio, and Batista
Spagnoli (Mantuanas) whose Neo Latin
Eclogues (1498) were read and initiated for
more than a century.

A pastoral life style (Pastoralism) is that of a
shepherd herding livestock around open areas
of land according to seasons and the changing
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availability of water and pasture. It
leads its name to a genre of literature,
art, and music that depicts such a life
in an idealized manner, typically for
Urban audiences. A pastoral is a work
of this genre also known as bucolic,
from the Greek meaning a cow herd.

Pastoral is a mode of literature in which
the author employs various techniques
to the complex life into simple one.
Pastoral literature holds a humble
perspective towards nature. Pastoral

as a mode occurs in many types of
literature (poetry and drama) Leo

marx with the phrase “No shepherd no
pastoral”. Hesiod’s ‘work and days’
present a golden age. When people
lived together in harmony with nature.
Pastoral are set in beautiful rural
landscapes, the literary term for which
was portrayed as a sort of Eden by

the poets. In 17th century came the
arrival of a country house poem. Later
silver Latin poets who wrote pastoral
poetry modeled principally upon Virgils
Eclogue. The pastoral elegy is a sub genre that

uses pastoral elements to lament a death or loss.

The most famous pastoral elegy in English is
John Miltons ‘Lycidus’ (1637). Also included
Thomas Gray’s Elegy in a Country Churchyard
(1750)

The formal English pastoral continued to
flourish during the 18th century, eventually
dying out at the end. Another sub-genre is the
Edeuri pastoral which alludes to the perfect
relationship between God, man, nature in the
garden of Eden. It typically includes biblical
symbols and imagery. Miltons, ‘On the
Morning of Christ Nativity’ (1629) includes
Christians and pastoral imagery. Milton is
perhaps best known for his epic ‘Paradise Lost’
one of the few pastoral epics ever written.

Italian witters invented a new genre ‘the

pastoral Romance’, which mixed pastoral
poems with a fictional narrative in prose.
Pastoral drama also emerged in Renaissance
[taly. Theocritus idylls include strophic songs
and musical laments and as in Homer his
shepherds often play the syrinx or panflute
considered a quintessentially pastoral
instruments. Virgils Eclogues were performed
as song, mime in the 1st century and there is
evidence of the pastoral song as a legitimate
genre of classical times.

Italian and German Composers developed

a genre of vocal and instrumental pastorals
distinguished by certain stylistic features
associated with Christmas Eve. The pastoral
and parodies of the pastoral continued to play
an important role in musical history throughout
the 18" and 19" centuries. The pastorale is a
form of Italian folk song still played in regions



of Sothern Italy where the Zampogna continues
to thrive. Idealised pastoral landscapes appear
in Hellenistic and Roman wall paintings.
Interest in the pastoral as a subject for art
revived Renaissance Italy, partly inspired by the
description of pictures Sannazzaro included in
his “Arcadia”. In the past four hundred years, a
range of writers have worked on theorizing the
nature of pastoral. Georege Puttenhan was one
of the first pastoral theorist.

BUCOLIC

We get bucolic from the Latin word ‘bucolicus’

THE PAST. IT'S RIGHT HERE WITH YOU. THE GREEK BUCOLIC
T POETS

which is ultimately from the Greek word
‘boukolos’, meaning ‘cowherd’. When bucolic
was first used in English in the early 17"
century, it meant pastoral in a narrow sense —
that is it referred to things related to shepherds
of herdsmen and in particular pastoral poetry.
Later in the 19th century, it was applied more
broadly to things rural or rustic, Bucolic has
also been occasionally used as a noun meaning
pastoral poem or a bucolic person. Theocritus
was imitated by the Greek bucolic poets Bion
and Moschus .

LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY



RENAISSANCE

Renaissance is a period in European history
covering the span between the 14" and 17®
centuries. It is an extension of the Middle Ages
and is bridged by the age of Enlightenment

to modern history. It grew in fragments with
the very first traces found seemingly in Italy,
coming to cover much of Europe, for some
scholars making the beginning of the modern
age.

The intellectual basis of Renaissance was its
own invented version of humanism, derived
from the concept of Roman Humanitus and
the rediscovery of classical Greek philosophy
such as that of Protogoras who said that “man
is the measure of all things” This new thinking
became manifest in art, architecture, politics,
science and literature.

i

The Renaissance began in Florence, Italy in

the 4th century. The word Renaissance literal
meaning “Rebirth™ in French, first appeared

in English in the 1830s. The Renaissance was
a cultural movement that profoundly affected
European intellectual life in the early modern
period, begining in Italy and spreading to the
rest of Europe by the 16th century. Renaissance
sectors employed the humanist method in study
and searched for realism and human emotion in
art.

Humanism is a philosophical and ethical stance
that emphasises the value and agency of human
beings, individually and collectively, and
generally prefers critical thinking and evidence
over acceptance of dogma or superstition.



BION OF SMYRNA (280 BC)

He was a native of the city Smyrna and Ao AN
flourished about 100 BC. Most of his work is oo
lost. There remain 17 fragments. Some of the it
fragments show the pastoral themes that were Eoriis
typical of ancient bucolic poetry while others R

attest the broader. Thematic interpretation of i

the bucolic from that prevailed in the later

' Hellenistic period. They are often concurred
with love.

Boins influence can be seen in numerous ancients Greek and Latin
poets and prose authors, including Virgil and Ovid. His treatments of
myth of Adonis in particular has influenced European and American
literatures since the Renaissance.

Almost nothing is known of Bion’s life. The account formerly given
of him that he was the contemporary of Theocritus and a friend and
teacher of Moschus and lived about 280 BC.

THEOCRITUS

Born . 3rd century BC, Syracuse
Died After : 260 BC

Occupation :@ Poet

Nationality : Greek

Genre . Pastoral poetry, Epic poetry

Theocritus, the creator of ancient Greek bucolic poetry, Theocritus Thoocritis
flourished in the 3rd century BC. Little is known of Theocritus, i  padaeia
beyond what can be inferred from his writings. Theocritus was ok b

from Sicily. He probably lived in Alexandria for a while. It is

also speculated that Theocritus was born in Syracuse lived in the
Island of Kos and lived in Egypt during the time of Ptolemy II
The bucolic and mimes are the works of Theocritus. The most TurocriTus
famous of the Bucolic are 1,6,7 and 11.

THEOCRITUS THEOCRITUS'S

Idylls URBAN MIMES

THEOCRITUS

A SELECTION
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It is clear that at a very early date two collections were made. One consisting of poems whose
authorship was doubtful yet formed a corpus of bucolic poetry. The other a strict collection of those
works considered to have been composed by Theocritus himself. The distinction between bucolic and
mimes is that the scenes of the former are laid in the country and those of latter in a town. The metre
used by Theocritus in the Bucolic and Mimes, as well as in the Epics, is the dactylic hexameter. His
treatment of this maybe compared both with Homeric usage and that of other Alexandrian poets eg.
Callimachus

MOSCHUS (150 BC)

Ancient Greek bucolic poet and student of the Alexandrian Grammarian Artistarchus of Samothrace,
was born at Syracuse and flourished about 150 BC. Aside from his poetry, he was known for his gram-
matical work nothing of which survives. His few surviving works consist of an epyllion the Europa
on the myth of Europa, three bucolic fragments and a whole short bucolic poem Runawaylove, and an
epigram in elegiac couplets. His surviving bucolic material is short on pastoral themes and is largely
erotic and mythological. Moschu’s poetry is typically edited along with other bucolic poets as in the
commonly used Oxford text by A.S.F Gow (1952)

VIRGILIUS
Born : 15the October 70 BC, Virgilio, Italy
Died : 2Ist September 19 BC, Brindisi, Italy

Roman poet, Known for his national epic, the Aeneid unfinished at his death.
Publius Virgilius Maro was classical Roman Poet, best known for three major
works Bucolics (on Eclogues), The Georgics, and the Aeneid, although several
minor poems are attributed to him, The son of a farmer in the northern Italy.
The biographical tradition assert, that Virgil began the hexameter Eclogues, in
42 BC and its thought that the collection was published around 39 — 38 BC,
although it is controversial. The Eclogues are a group of ten poems roughly modelled on bucolic
hexameter poetry (pastoral poetry) of the Hellenistic poet, Theocritus.

PUBLIUS VIRGILIUS MARO,
VARIETATE LECTIONIS ET
PERPETUA ADNOTATIONE ILLUSTR.

A C.G. HEYNE VOLUME 4-5

WORKS OF PUBLIUS VIRGILIUS
MARO: THE FIRST SIX BOOKS OF THE
ZNEID WITH EXPLANATORY NOTES...

DES PUBLIUS VIRGILIUS
MARO WERKE, VOLUME 1...
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PUBLIUS VIRGILIUS MARO VARIETATE
LECTIONIS ET PERPETUA ADNOTATIONE
ILLUSTRATUS, VOLUME 3...

DAVID FERRY S
PUBLIUS MARO VERGILIUS, CHRISTIAN GOTTLOS HEYNE. PHILur
EBLRHARD GEORGE WAGNER

Among the Eclogues 4th one was an important one known
as Messianic Eclogue uses the imagery of the golden age in
connection with the birth of a child.

According to the tradition Virgil travelled to Greece about 19
BC to revise the Aeneid. After meeting Agustus in Athens and
deciding to return home Virgil caught a fever while visiting a
town near Megara. After crossing to Italy by ship, weakened
with disease, Virgil died Brundisium harbor on September 21st
19 BC:

The Roman Emperor Constantine the Great seems to have
popularized the idea that Eclogue 4 was a pre-Christian,
concerning Jesus Christ.















































































































































































