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Our Languages and Literature.

Sahitya Ratna S. Sankara Raju Naidu, M. A, (Ag.)
Hon. in Hindi ( Punjab.)

Lord Macaulay was certainly a
far sighted politician and adminis-
trator to have introduced English
in the KEducational field of India
giving his own mother-tongue the
first place, which in its turn, be-
came the ruling language. Great
many persons began studying the
26 letters and mugging the pronun-
ciations to get high places in the
Government offices. It is no exag-
geration to say that it was the
language which kept India under
their 1egime for more than two
centuries.

“The old order changeth yield-
ing place to new.” The KEnglish
have quit India, but their roots are
still here, so much so that some
people even to-day are in favour of
having English as our National
language! They will have to yield.
There is no room for any other
language to replace Hindi as lingua
Franca of India.

Now the days of propaganda
for Hindi are over. The time has
come for serious study of Hindi and
all other provincial languages in
the true spirit. The literature of
Hindi is being made richer and
richer, and every day some valuable
addition is made to its vast trea-
sures by other provineial literatures
as well. Specially South India has
to play a great role in this respect.
It must be the delightful duty of

ours to let know the North about the
richness of our own literature. Lan-
guage is only a medium for the ex-
pression of ideas which otherwise
remain hidden. It ought to be our
proud privilege to spread our own
literature to the whole of India
through the medium of the national
language, thereby revealing our
grandeur to those who arenot in a
position to recognise us,

I think few in the North know
about any poet of Malayalam or
Tamil or any other South Indian
language. They are absolutely ig-
norant about Ezhuthachchan orChe-
russery, the marvellous authors of
Ramayanam and Krishnagatha res-
pectively in Malayalam and about
Kambar or Bharathiyar viz., Tulasi-
das and Bhushan of Tamil Litera-
ture. ‘ Whose mistake isit?’' I
ask. It is ours. Let us begin with
right earnest to rectify our mistake.

I wish to emphasise upon three
very important points. First and
foremost, let us make it a point to
speak in any Indian language, i. e.,
Malayalam, Tamil or Hindi and
discard talking in any foreign lan-
guage in ordinary course of life and
public meetings. Secondly let us
not put the initials of names ete. in
English characters while writing
in Indian scripts. I mean, not
aflo. 6. woaw] but @20. &. ooomul).

- These letters from A to Z with our
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names are only the emplems of exi-
sting slavery. Last but not the
least is the point to be noted about
the proper, nouns, eg. names of
places etc., to be in the pure Indian
form while writing or speaking in
our own language. Eg. let us write
&mMP&200]1 and not seo.’@oadlad or
@dagy® and not emagil, dleumm
ajoo and mnot Slawad’ss, easgy. and
not &0 sa0md. '

A yvord about the place of English
in tne present independent India.
While [ am perfectly aware about
Eng_'hsh being the common Inter-
national medium, I am with all my
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wise friends, against Shakespears,
Milton, Drydon, Keats, Browning,
Ten_nyson, ete., being a compulsory
subject in the syllabus. It is more
than enough to have a working
knowledge of English so as to be
able to read and understand the
correspondence, and books of scien-
ces. 1 would be highly justifying-
the cause if I present to my students
the master poets of our own langu-
ages so far as the study of litera-
ture is concerned. Ezhuthachchan,
Kambar and Tulasidas are of great-
er importance than Shakespeare,
Shelley and Tennyson in the present
Independent India.
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The system, an outcome of the re-
markable philological and phono-
logical precision the early Indians
surpassed all ancient peoples, has
been of priceless service: it has
provided all the languages with an
exact reflex of their pronunciation,
and it furnishes the philologist with
a measure whereby to estimate
their history. Nor has this alpha-
betic legacy from Aryan India con-
fined its benefits to the languages
of the subcontinent. Ceylon and
the Malay Islands, Further India,
Tibet and Central Asia were equip-
ped with exact notations, which
record their pronunciation at the
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time : China had consented to adopt
a similar philological equipment,
many troublesome obscurities in its
linguistic history would have been
precluded and its written character
would have lost its terror.” (The
lezacy of India. Ed. by G. T. Garrat
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