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To the Teacher

At present there is a widespread complaint that the performance of our
students in English is very poor. Why should this be so? Those who sit for the
S.S.L.C examination have been learning English for seven years. That certainly
is a long enough period in which to acquire a working knowledge of any
language. Why is it then that our students have such a miserably poor command
of English?

Many reasons have been cited for this condition ranging from the low
intellectual capacity of the children to the high difficulty level of the teaching-
learning materials. However, it is certain that if appropriate scientific procedures
of teaching and learning are adopted, learning materials need not raise any
serious problems to an ordinary learner. It is an accepted psychological principle
that any new item of knowledge, competency or skill is internalised by the
learner only with the assistance of his previous experiences in the form of
previous knowledge, competencies, skills, etc. So these essential pre-requisites
have to ensured in the learner before any new material is presented. Therefore,
it follows that making compensatory education, diagnosis and remediation
essential components of the teaching learning process will go a long way in
making learning effective and forceful

This handbook for teachers has been prepared with this end in view. It
is for use by teachers handling English in standards V, VI and VII. Teachers
will do well to prepare and administer a diagnostic test in English for each
class at the beginning of the course to identify the pre-requisites from the
previous standards essentially needed for mastering the language material
prescribed for the new class concerned. They can draw upon the material given
herein for remedial teaching and follow-up work. It may please be noted that
very few hints have been provided on teaching strategies. The main thrust has
been on providing correct models of language items and a number of exercises
for practice and consolidation. It is for the teacher to devise appropriate



strategies for the presentation and practice of the teaching items. Group work,
pair drill, role play, drills based on substitution tables, dramatisation, language
games, recitation, etc. will be of great assistance to the teacher.

For each class we have provided the material for listening comprehe-
nsion, oral drills, reading practice, written exercises, pattern practice and also
suggestions for vocabulary practice and extension of vocabulary.

A quick look at the important principles of language teaching shall be
of help to the teacher in formulating strategies for English language teaching.

1. Language through use

How does a person learn a language? Generally speaking, he learns a
language by using it in different ways. Firstly, he listen to the language when
other people speak it. Secondly, he speaks it when he wants to say something.
Thirdly, he reads what others have written and tries to understand what he
reads, And fourthly, when he wants to say something to a person who is not
present, he writes the language in the form of letters, etc. In other words, when
a person listen to, speaks reads and writes the language more and more, he
becomes better and better in using the language. What does this mean to you
as a teacher of English? It means that you should give your pupils as many
opportunities as possible in using the language in contexts that require listening,
speaking, reading and writing.

2. Language through speech

Language can take two forms: the spoken and the written. Speech is
the primary from of language and writing the secondary. Hence speech should
be the basis for the development of reading and writing. Let us suppose that
you want to teach a new language item. It may be just a word or it could be a
phrase or a sentence pattern. It is useful for the learners to listen to your using
the item first. If possible, they should listen to the item being used several
times, before they use the item themselves. Here again, if they can use the item
is speech several times, it will be very helpful. In other words, pupils should
first learn the new item orally. Then they can read the item from the black
board or from the printed text. Later they can use the item in writing. So be
careful to present all new language items orally first.



3. Language through habit formation

Language, to a great extent, is a matter of habit. People keep using
words, sentence patterns, etc. which they have used before. There are various
ways in which language habits can be formed. Repetition is one of them. An
easy, but very useful way in which we can make our learners use language
items repeatedly is through oral practice. Be careful to give meaningful drills.

4. Learning in situations

Make your learners use language for saying something they want to
say-in class room situations, real and imaginary situations, reading passages
and through letters and pieces of writing. Encourage learners to use language
in meaningful sentences.

Communication, you will agree is the central aim of learning a language.
So when we teach English, we should encourage the learners to communicate
with each other in that language. They need to use English to great, ask, answer,
read, describe, apologize thank and so on. This is best done by making sure
that our learners take part in a variety of activities. These activities could be
drawing, pair drilling, role playing, play acting, group singing, reciting, etc.
Be sure to organize a variety of activities. Also, create a relaxed atmosphere in
the classroom.

It would be a nice idea to give a final test to your pupils after finishing
all the language items indicated in this book. A comparison of the achievements
of the students in the entry level test and ‘the final test should help you in
assessing the efficacy of your strategies and also planning your future course
of action.

Wish you all the best in your teaching.






STANDARD V

EXPECTED PRE-REQUISITES

It is expected that a child entering Standard V has the following
competencies and skills:

2

1. Oral skills in asking and answering the following questions:

My name is John What’s yours?

What is your name?

Where is your house? It’s near the church.

Is it far from our school? No, it isn’t.

How old are you?

What’s your father?

Is Salim’s father a teacher? Yes, he is.

Is Latha’s mother a nurse? No, She isn’t. she is a doctor.
How do you come to school? I walk to schoel.
Have you a brother? Yes, I have.

What is his name?

How old is he?

Which class is he in?

What did you eat for breakfast?

What game do you like best?

What does a calendar tell you? The date. The day too.
Can you tell me the number of days in a week?
What are the days in a week?

Why is Meera absent? She’s ill.

Why are you late? I missed the bus.

Do you like rhymes? Yes, I do.

Which rhym do you like best? ‘Rain, rain, go away’.
What day is today?

What day was it ;yesterday?

What day is tomorrow?

Where were you last week? We went to Guruvayur.
How did you go there? By car.

What are you going to do during your holidays?

I'm going to my grand mother’s house.



2. Ability to use polite conversational forms -like Goodmorning; How are
you?; I am fine, thank you, P'm sorry; Hello; May I come in?; How do you
do?; Well, take your seat; please, alright, I see, oh, Have a nice holiday,

- ete.

3  Skill in saying at least five rhymes with proper rhythum.

4. Listening to spoken English with understanding; ability to follow stories
spoken at normal conversational speed; ability to follow instructions.

5. Reading from sentence cards, black board, reader, etc.

6. Ability to write all the small letters of the English alphabet using Italic

Script.

Stages in an English lesson

An English lesson may be divided into six parts

()
(i1)
(ii1)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

Rhyme Time
Story Time
Conversation
Reading

Writing
Language Games

Suggested Learning Experiences

1. Oral Practice: Oral practice of all the questions given under ‘pre-

requisites’

and their responses should be done thoroughly using the

‘Question-Answer Technique’. Suitable dialogues should be made use of in
each lesson. A few specimen dialogues for role-play are given below. (For
more dialogues, see the Teacher’s Books for standards IV and V)

(i) Teacher : Anand, what’s your father?
Anand He’s a policeman.
Teacher : What’s your father, Unni? .
Unni He’s a teacher. Khalid’s father is also a teacher.
Khalid And Latha’s mother too is a teacher, isn’t she?
Anand No, she’s not. She is a nurse.



(2) [Arun is a stranger at a garden party. Aravind is his friend.]

Arun

Aravind :

Arun

- Aravind :

Arun

Aravind :

Arun

Aravind :

Arun

Aravind :

(3) Jeena

Teacher
Jeena
Teacher

Shiny
Teacher
Shiny
Teacher

Tell me, who is that little boy?

That boy? There?

Yes, who is he? What’s his name?

He’s my little brother; his name is Anil.

And the big girl? Who is she? :

She is my big sister; her name is Anita.

Is that gentle man there your father?

That little man! Oh no! My father is that very big man
standing over there.

Oh, yes! And that lady sitting there is your mother?
That’s right. Let’s go there?

Excuse me, may I come in?

Yes, why are you late?

I missed the bus. B

Well, take your seat, Jeena. Children, please open your
books.

At which page?

Page twenty one.

We did that yesterday.

Thank you. I'm sorry. It's page twenty two.

(4) [Suresh is a foreigner in London.]

Suresh
Smith
Suresh
Smith
Suresh
Smith
Suresh
Smith
Suresh
Smith
Suresh
Smith

Tell me, who are you?

I'm John Smith.

I mean, what are you?

I’'m a policeman.

And who’s that?

That’s Mary Jones.

I mean what is she?

She’s a police woman.

Oh! I see, you are a policeman; she is a police woman.
Yes, we are a policeman and a police woman.
Are they also policemen?

No, they are postmen.



(5) Teacher : Has anyone a pet at home?

Priya : I have a cat.

Jayan I have a dog.

Gopi : I too have a dog.

Meera : I have a cat and a dog.
Teacher : Has anyone a tiger as a pet?
Pupils No.

2. Nursery rhymes to be revised

1. Jack and 'Jill went' up the 'hill
To 'fetch a 'pail of 'water,
Jack fell 'down and 'broke his ‘crown
and YJill came 'tumbling 'after

2. Ba, ba 'black sheep,'have you any 'wool?
'Yes sir, 'yes sir, 'three bags 'full
‘One for my 'master and ‘one for my 'dame
And 'one for the 'little boy who 'lives down the 'lane.

3. 'Hot cross 'buns, 'hot cross 'buns
'one a penny, 'tow a penny, 'hot cross 'buns.

4. Little Jack 'Horner 'sat in a 'corner
Eating a 'Christmas 'pie
He put in his 'thumb and 'pulled out a 'plum
And ‘Said, ‘“What a good’ boy am I!”’

5. Sing a 'Song of 'six pence
A ‘pocket 'full of 'rye;
Four and 'twenty 'black birds
Baked 'in a 'pie :
When the 'pie was 'opened
The 'birds be 'gan to 'sing;
Wasn't that a 'dainty 'dish
To 'set be'fore the 'king?

3. Listening Comprehension /

Instructions like ‘Keep quiet’ ‘Come here’ * Get me a piece of Chalk’
may be given for the children to carry out. Other examples: Clean the black



board. Close the door. Write your name on the black board. Bring me a glass
of water. Count these marbles. Draw a leaf on the black board, etc.

Narrate Stories like the ones given below to give the children practice
in listening with comprehension. Use pictures, actions, mimicry, etc. in order
to help understanding.

1. The Wolf and the Lamb

One hot day a wolf felt very thirsty. He went to a stream to drink water.
The stream ran down by the side of a mountain. Just then a lamb was
drinking water at some distance. She stood further down the stream.

“What do you mean by this?”, cried the wolf, “you have made the water
muddy”.

“I have not done so,” mildly replied the lamb. “Besides, the water runs
from you to me”.

“That may be so”, said the wolf in a tone of anger, “but I remember you
well. You spoke ill of me a year ago”.

“Surely you are mistaken™, replied the IamB, “I was born only this year™.
“Well, it must have been your father, then”, said the wolf.

So saying he fell upon the poor lamb and tore her to pi‘eces.

2. The Fox and the Crow

This story happened long, long ago. It is about a crow. A black, beautiful
crow. One day, she was very hungry. She wanted something to eat. So she
looked around. Yes, there it was. A piece of bread. The crow was happy. She
took the piece of bread in her beak.

She flew to a tree nearby. She sat on a branch of the tree, *“ This bread
is very nice”, the crow thought, “I am going to eat it. Oh! how sweet it will
be!” She was very happy. Just then a fox came that way. You know, the fox
is a clever animal. This fox also was very clever.

The fox saw the crow. He also saw the bread. “That bread looks nice,”
he thought, “I want it.”

But how could he get it? The crow was about to eat it. The fox thought
of a way. He had an idea!



“Hello! my friend,” he said to the crow, * So nice to see you”. The crow
looked down. She saw the fox. She smiled at him.

-“You have such a sweet voice,” the fox said, * I love your voice. Won’t
you sing a song for me?”

The crow looked again at the fox. He said again, “please sing a sweet
song for me. Please!” The crow felt happy. The fox wanted to hear her
singing. He liked her voice! “So I must sing for him”, the crow thought.

The crow opened her mouth and began to sing “Kaw! Kaw! Kaw.”

The bread fell from her mouth. The fox took it and ran away with it. He
did not want to hear the song!

The crow was sad. She lost her piece of bread. Poor crow!

4. Writing

Practice should be given in writing all the small letters of English. Copy
writing and transcription may be given . Writing strips also can be used.
Italic script should be taught. (See the shape of letters and their formation
given in Std. IV Reader). Pupils must be helped to write phrases, words and
individual letters. Before getting them to write sentences teach them the
capital letters also.

5. Dictation

Dictation should form a part of English work every.day. Words or
phrases may be dictated. Mistakes in spelling should be corrected promptly.
Spelling rules should be given whenever possible.

Words and phrases for dictation

a fan a nun a jug a head

a girl a leaf a shirt a lock

a boat a house an elephant an ear

an orange a blouse a ship an umbrella
a green leaf a donkey and a monkey

a lion in a cage a bird in a nest a doctor
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a zebra in the zoo an egg in a basket a farmer

a mug and a jug a girl in a red shirt a teacher

a green leaf and a red flower

6. A Comprehensive test for diagnosis ( to be administered after the course)

English

Question 1-11 Answer the following questions orally:

\

—

b A e AT S e

What is your name?
How old are you?

‘How do you come to school?

What game do you like best?

What are the days in a2 week?

What day is today?

What is your father?

Which rhyme do you like best?

Have you a brother?

What did you eat for break fast?

Say the rhyme “Little Jack Horner .............. ” correctly.

12-21. Words and phrases for dictation

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
L7z
18.
19.
20.
21:

a girl

a tree

a box

a green leaf

a woman

a calendar

an umbrella

a cup and a saucer

a monkey with a cap
a mug and a jug

22-25. Frame questions to get the following answers (Questions are to be given

orally.

22:

Yes, I like mangoes



23. There are seven days in a week.
24. We went to Kollam by car.
25. Manju’s mother is a nurse.

26-30. Read the following phrases from the black board:

26. a white shirt

27. ared flower

28. a big bird and a small bird
29. an eye and an ear

30. a zebra in the zoo

31-35. Give the following directions to test the skill inlistening comprehension:

31. Write your name on a piece of paper.
32. Draw a flower in your not book.

33. Show me your right hand.

34. Please close the window.

35. Put your things in your bag.

STANDARD VI

Entrants to standard VI have already had English for two years. The
expected pre-requisites in terms of four language skills and also language
content are spelt out below.

1. Listening Comprehension

Children should have cultivated the skill of listening to the spoken word
with a certain degree of understanding. They should have the ability to (i)
follow instructions, directions and commands given in English (ii)
understand, follow and enjoy a simple story narrated in English and (iii)
answer simple questions asked in class.

2. Speaking

Pupils should have the skill to speak English to each other in the class.
They must be able to talk about themselves, their friends and relatives and
also about any topic of interest to them. They must answer simple questions,
take part in dialogues and role-plays. They must say at least ten riivmes and
recitc one or two simple poems learnt in standard V

i2
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3. Reading

They should have mastered the mechanics of reading by this time. They
should be able to read short sentences and brief paragraphs.

They should have already practised some oral reading and a little of
purposeful silent reading.

4. Writing

Two aspects of writing must already be familiar to the pupils : (i) writing
for hand writing practice. (Cursive or joined writing from the third term of
Std. V) (ii) meaningful writing as in the case of written compositions and
exercises. :

5. Mastery of structures and vocabulary

(a) Pupils should have mastered the following key structures - their form as
well as function :

Structural items Communicative functions

i) Present continuous tense Describing on going actions
e.g. He is walking in the garden.

11) Simple Past tense Narrating events or actions
e.g. Yesterday was Sunday. in the past
They went to the market. -
We wrote letters yesterday.

1i1) Simple Present tense Describing habitual actions and
e.g. I drink coffee in the morning. stating permanent truths
The earth moves round the sun.

iv) Past continuous tense Describing ongoing action in the
past
v) Wh-questions Making enquiries about things
(What, When, Where, Who, and actions in the past/present/
Which) future
vi) Negatives Correcting statements using not,
never, etc.
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vii) Prepositions and Prepositional Specifying location, direction, etc.
phrases. (in, on, under, at,
behind) in front of; at the top
of; at the bottom of

viii) Adjectival, adverbs and degrees  Describing objects and actions
of comparison.

ix) Adjectival Phrases Describing objects
The book on the table is mine.

x) Adverbial phrases Describing actions
He spoke in a polite manner.

(b) Vocabulary (words)

Pupils must know the correct pronunciation, meaning, use and spelling
of a few essential words, they should also know the plurals, antonyms and
synonyms of selected words. Past tense forms and past participles of selected
verbs also should be familiar to them.

6. Essential grammar

The parts of a sentence like Subject, Predicate and Object should be
known to the children. Different types of sentences like statements (positive
and negative), questions, exclamations and imperatives should have been
taught. Parts of speech like noun (a naming word), pronoun (a word used
instead of a noun), verb (a doing word), adjective (a describing word),
adverb (a word adding meaning to a verb), preposition (_a word showing
relationships among words in a sentence), conjunction (a joining word) and
interjection (a word expressing feeling) should be familiar to the children.
Ideas of number in the case of nouns and verbs, agreement between subject
and predicate in terms of Number, basic ideas about tenses in the case of
verbs in English, etc. must also have been imparted to the pupils entering
Standard VI.

14



Suggested Learning Experiences and Exercises

Each of the pre-requisites listed earlier is discussed in detail in this
section. It is not intended that the sequence in this listing should be followed
in actual classroom practice. For instance, all the four skills listening,
speaking, reading and writing should be emphasised in all lessons.

1. Listening Comprehension
Narrate the following stories in class using appropriate pictures and

action. Tell the children to listen to the story. Tell them they will have to
answer some questions at the end.

(i) The Travellers and the Bear

One day two men were travelling together through a forest. The forest
was full of wild beasts.

“It is dangerous to pass through this forest”, said one of them, “We may
be attacked by some wild beast at any moment. Let us stand by each other
in case of any danger”.

“By all means”, said the other.

Not long afterwards a savage bear rushed up on them. One of them
forgot his promise. He immediately ran to a tree. He climbed up into its
branches.

His companion was now left to himself. He could not climb the tree. He
therefore fell flat up on his face. He lay on the ground, holding his breath.
The bear smelt him all over. He thought that the man was dead. He therefore
quickly went back into the wood.

The danger was soon over. Then the man on the tree top slowly came
down.

“Well, my friend”, said he, “the bear was whispering something to you.
What was it?.

“Why”, replied the other, “he gave use a very good piece of advice-
Never put any trust in a coward. He may forsake his friends in times of
need”.

(a) What did the travellers promise to do in case of any danger?
(b) Why did the bear quietly go back into the wood™?
(c) What did the bear advise the man?

15



(ii) Who will Bell the cat?

Once there was an old man. He lived with his wife and son. They lived
in an old house. A very old house. The old man loved his wife and son. The
old women loved her husband and son. The young son loved his parents.
They loved one another. So they were happy. But they had one problem.
Rats!

The old house was full of rats. Lots and lots of rats. Big rats, small rats,
black rats, brown rats. The old man was worried. Rats troubled him. He
wanted to get rid of them. But how? He thought about it. His wife thought
about it. His son thought about it. At last they had an idea. A cat! Yes, they
should get a cat. The cat will eat up all.the rats. And they will be happy.

So they got a cat. The cat was a fat one. He looked around. There were
many rats in the house. Everyday the cat caught one rat. And ate it. He felt
happy. He began to grow fatter.

The rats were worried. Their number was coming down. The cat was
catching them and eating them everyday. The rats grew afraid. How could
they stop the cat from killing them? One day the rats held a meeting. All the
rats in the house came to the meeting.

“This cat is killing a rat a day”, said a young rat.
“We must stop him, otherwise he will kill all of us™.
“Yes, Yes”, said some rats.

“But how do you stop him?” asked one rat.

“He comes quietly”, said one tiny rat.

“He does not make any sound. So we don’t know when he comes”. “I
know what we should do”, a young rat said,” We should tie a bell around
his neck. When he moves the bell will ring. Then we’ll know when he
comes. And we can hide somewhere”.

“Good idea!” said enc rat. “Wonderful”, said another.

“Great” “Brilliant”, shouted others. “Let’s do it”, they said, “Let’s do it
immediately”.

Then an old rat got up. He said slowly, “It certainly is a good idea. But
my friends, who will tie the bell around the cat’s neck? Who will bell the
cat:

16



No rat had an answer. They looked at one another. One by one, they
went away from the meeting. Each of them said to himself. “Who will bell
the cat?”

A few questions may be. asked:

(a) What was the old man’s problem?

(b) How did he solve it?

(¢) Why did the rats hold a meeting?

(d) What did the rats decide to do?

() What was their difficulty in carrying out the plan?

2. Speaking (Conversational practice)

A few conversational models are suggested below as specimens. Make
use of them for real conversation in the classroom.

(i) Teacher : Please open the window, Gopi.
Gopi : Which one, teacher?
Teacher : That one. The one on your left.
(Gopi opens the window)
Teacher : Thank you, Gopi.

(ii) Teacher : Mohan, do you have any brothers or sisters?
Mohan : I have a sister. We call her Ammu.
Teacher : How old is she?

Mohan : Two years.
(ii1) Teacher : Gopal, where do you live?
Gopal : Near the General Hospital.
Uma : My mother works in the hospital.
Teacher : Where do you live, Uma?
Uma : Near the church.

(iv) Teacher : What does your father do, Hari?

Hari : He works in the gulf.
Teacher : Does your mother work?
Hari : Yes, she does. She’s a teacher.

(v) Teacher : Mary, why were you absent yesterday?
Mary : It was my birthday.
Teacher : Oh, how nice! Did you get many presents?

17

























































































































































